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PBEFACE. 



The present Bishop of Winchester, in fulfilling the duty 
that was honourably imposed upon him, of editing a post- 
humous production of England's greatest Epic Poet, makes 
the following observation : — " There is much reason for 
regretting that the prose works of Milton — where, in the 
midst of much that is coarse and intemperate, passages of 
such redeeming beauty occur — should be in the hands of so 
few readers ; considering the advantage which might be 
derived to our literature from the study of their original 
and nervous eloquence." 

Several obvious reasons may account for this neglect; and 
the first of these is, that a somewhat repulsive influence 
obstructs the inquirer at the very threshold of this rare 
but almost unexplored cabinet of British literature. 

The very names of many of Milton's prose works present 
themselves to all but the learned, as an array of quaint 
forms, which frown upon the uninitiated. Their style, like 
the waters of the &,bled stream, is turbid with the grains 
of classic gold ; and the literary habits of the writer were so 
closely connected with ancient and foreign literature, as to 
deprive his writings of that strictly national character 
which is essential to a wide popularity. 

But a further and a still more potent cause has concealed 
the writings of MUton from the careful inspection of his 
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IV PREFACE. 

countrymen. It has been said of the Puritans, that, like 
the victorious lion, they were depicted by their opponents. 
And so it has fared with Milton. His most eminent 
biographers, as members of the Church of England, have 
had no sympathy with their illustrious subject in the 
grandest phase which his character and his writings 
present. 

Milton, unequalled as a poet, and memorable and exem- 
plary as a statesman, was most especially a Nonconformist, 
an advocate of religious freedom, unshackled by secular 
and political interference ; — in a word, a Puritan, in all but 
those excesses of untempered zeal which historians and 
satirists have combined to exaggerate, in order to dim the 
historic lustre they cannot hide, and to throw contempt od 
a cause which must rise proportionately with the elevation 
and advancement of mankind* 

It is the purpose of the following pages to present Milton 
afresh to the public as the champion of political, and es- 
pecially of religious liberty ; and, while delineating the 
few incidents of his life, to present such passages from hie 
prose writings, especially on ecclesiastical subjects, as maj 
invite the attention of the public to the whole of those mud 
^ neglected but immortal productions. 

All the circumstances of the present times, and particularly 
the events which, in the religious world, have of late beer 
thickening around us, compel the attention of society U 
those fandamental principles which Milton so sublimely 
developed and illustrated. 

To assist in guiding this movement of the popular mine 
to the study of the works of Milton, is the earnest aim o 
this biography: and if it should subserve this end, it 
author will be cont£i ih^'lfd own labours should be dis 
regarded or forgott«r ^ 

June, 1851. 
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CHAPTER I. 

SCANTINESS OF THE MATERIAL OFFERED BY MEN LIKE MILTON TO THE 
MERE BIOGRAPHER — GREAT MEN PRODUCED IN AGES OF TRANSITION — 
GENERAL FEATURES OF THE AGE IN WHICH MILTON LIVED — ^EFFECTS 
OF THE REFORMATION — PRETENTION OF THE ESSEKCE OF POPERY — 
ALLIANCE OF THE CHURCH WITH THE STATE. 

It is a condition, at which it is futile to repine, belonging 
to those who in all ages have been bom to guide a country 
amidst the stormy vicissitudes of a revolution, that they can be 
but little known as individuals to succeeding generations. 
Such men can scarcely be said to have, during their active 
yeai-s, a personal and private Hfe. Scarcely any of those 
who are either desirous or capable of transmitting to pos- 
terity the portraiture of the Man, have close and frequent 
access to the leaders, whether military or civil, of national 
transition. And as little, too, have those heroes such close 
and leisurely access to themselves, as admits of their giving to 
mankind that most valuable of biographies which can be best, 
if not solely, recorded by the individual, and which would 
exhibit the development of those inner principles which, 
ultimately embodied in their public acts, have influenced or 
decided the destinies of their country. The biography of 
such men is, for the most part, little else than a fragment 
of the history of their times. 

To those who can appreciate the loftiest intellectual 
powers, sustained by vast learning, and enriched with the 

B 



4 JOHN MILTON. 

a cold obliqueness these fell npon the popular mind, let the 
history of the middle ages testify. In spite of the wild or 
affected fantasies of the day, it becomes thinMng men to 
designate these as th£ dark ages. That their institutions 
preserved to us the treasures of ancient literature, is, indeed, 
true ; but they preserved them in a coffer of which few 
ecclesiastics kept the keys, and fewer still used them, save 
for the purpose of drawing forth and perpetuating mo- 
nastic rubbish. 

This darkness, and the delusions which it harboured, had 
in this country been partly dispelled by the Reformation. 
I say partially; for few readers need be told that in 
England the principles of the Keformation were but im- 
perfectly carried out. Commenced under a monarch who 
was one of the basest and most unprincipled of mankind, it 
was carried on by two parties of whom it is difficult to say 
which was the more unfavourable to the interests of religion 
and freedom — the one being solely interested in obtaining 
the largest measure of secular spoil, and the other in 
secui-ing the greatest nimiber of the people to aggrandize 
the power and state of a new but homogeneous hierarchy. 
The Reformation was a compromise between these parties, 
and those who desired to restore to the church its primitive 
purity and simplicity of faith and worship ; but the con- 
struction of the scheme indicates far more of Jesuitical 
subtlety than of the Christian manliness of the great 
reformers. The scheme of the Anglican church propitiated 
the Protestants by presenting the Scriptures, and adopting 
various formularies of public worship, in the vernacular 
language; by abjuring the infallibility of the pope, the 
adoration of the Virgin, the invocation of saints and angels, 
the sacrifice of the mass, and the doctrine of meritorious 
works. But its authors retained and re-established so much 
of the essence of popery as well-nigh nullified the abjura- 
tions. Admitting a priesthood and an altar, they implied a 
sacrifice; they invested that priesthood with imaginaiy gifts 
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descending by direct transmission from the apostles, and 
through this figment foimd their way to the doctrine of 
sacramental efficacy. If they denied the infallibility of the 
pope, they transferred it to the church,* and added to it the 
still more baneful dogma of the ecclesiastical supremacy of 
the monarch. While they abjured the mass they so stated 
the doctrine of the Eucharist, as to admit of its being wrested 
(as is commonly done in the present day) to the notion 
of a perpetual oblation. Their Prayer-book was little else 
than an English translation of the Komish liturgy and offices, 
teaching men to invoke and commemorate the saints to whom 
they had ceased to pray, and to continue the vain repetitions 
and still vainer material observances which popery had ever 
substituted for the " reasonable service " of the humaii mind. 

The observation of Lord Russell, with regard to the 
scheme of Henry Vlll., requires but little modification to 
make it applicable to every subsequent period : — "The reli- 
gion established by Henry," he remarks, " was so far from 
being the reformed church of Luther, or of Calvin, that he 
prided himself in maintaining the Roman Cathplic faith, 
after he had shaken off the supremacy of the pope. His 
ordinances, indeed, vibraj:ed for a short time between the 
old and the new religion, as he listened more to Cranmer or 
to Gardiner ; but the law of the six articles, which contains 
the creed he finally imposed on his people, maintains and 
confirms all the leading articles of the Roman belief." 

It might be supposed that a church embodying, though in 
a diluted form, the tenets of the popish religion, but without 
the prestige of its authority or antiquity, usurping the gor- 
geous edifices of the Catholic church, but for a worship 
which was shorn of the splendour which corresponded to 
them, contained within itself the seeds of rapid dissolution. 
And, doubtless, its destruction would have been speedy and 
complete had not its authors moored it safely to the state, 

• Article XX: " The Church hath power to decree rites and cere' 
monies, and authority in controversies of faith." 
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« 

80 that its abolition might involye the perils of a political 
revolution. This arrangement not only contributed to the 
solidity of the ecclesiastical despotism, but supplied it with 
an ample armoury for the subjugation and punishment of all 
dissentients. It was at the period when Archbishop Laud 
and his associates, armed with these terrible powers, and 
" breathing threatenings and slaughter," were devastating 
the Christian churdi in this country, that John Milton n 
was raised up by the providence of God to defend and revive , 
" expiring Liberty," 



CHAPTER 11. 

BIRTH AND PARENTAGE OF MILTON — NOTICE OF HIS FATHER — EARLY 
EDUCATION AND HABITS OF THE SON — HIS EARLIEST EXTANT POEM — 
ENTERS THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE — HIS POEMS AND EXERCISES 
AT COLLEGE — CALUMNIES AGAINST HIS MORALS AT THIS PERIOD — 
HIS REFUTATION OF THEM — ^HIS REASONS FOR DECLINING THE 
CLERICAL PROFESSION — NOTICE OF DR. JOHNSON'S OBSERVATIONS 
■THEREON. 

John Milton was bom at his father's house, in Bread 
Street, Cheapside,' on the 9th of December, 1608. His fa- 
ther appears, in some respects, to have been worthy to have 
his name perpetuated by such a son; for, while prosecuting 
his studies at the Univei;pity of Oxford, he became convinced 
of the anti-christian character of the popish religion, and 
embraced the protestant faith at the sacrifice of his paternal 
inheritance and his immediate prospects. Having abruptly 
quitted the University upon this change of his fortunes, he 
commenced practice in London as a scrivener; and, while 
procuring the means of giving a high education to his son, 
he found leisure for the pursuit of various studies, and espe- 
cially that of music, in which he seems to have attained 
considerable excellence. This accomplishment his son rated 
so highly, that he associated it with his own poetic genius 
and fame, in a Latin poem, subsequently addressed to his 
father, distinguished as much for its filial piety as for that 
classic latinity in which Milton has but few rivals in modem 
times. The passage Teferred to has been thus translated: — 
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Nor you affect to scorn the Aonian qnire, 

Bless'd by their smiles and glowing with their fire. 

You ! who by them inspired, with art profound, 

Can wield the magic of proportion'd sound : 

Through thousand tones can teach the voice to stray, 

And wind to harmony its mazy way, — 

Arion's tuneful heir : — then wonder not 

A poet-child should be by you begot. 

My kindred blood is warm with kindred flame. 

And the son treads his father's track to fame. 

Phoebus controls us with a common sway ; 

To you commends his lyre, — to me his lay : 

Whole in each bosom makes his just abode. 

With child and sire the same, though varied god. 

In answer to some malignant insinuations thrown out in 
after life by a political adversary, Milton, in his second 
defence to the people of England, presents with equal 
brevity and modesty a view of his early history. In this we 
find the following reference to his boyhood: "My father 
destined me from a child to the pursuits of literature ; and 
my appetite for knowledge was so voracious, that, from 
twelve years of age, I hardly ever left my studies or went 
to bed before midnight. This primarily led to my loss of 
sight. My eyes were naturally weak, and I was subject to 
frequent head-aches, which, however, could not chill the 
ardour of my curiosity, or retard the progress of my improve- 
ment. My father had me daily instructed in the Grammar- 
schopl, and by other masters at home." Aubrey, also, in his 
MS. Life of Milton, preserved in the Ashmolean Museum at 
Oxford, relates that, "when Milton went to schoole, and 
when he was very younge, he studied very hard, and sate up 
very late, commonly till twelve or one o'clock ; and his father 
ordered the maid to sitt up for him." At the age of fifteen, 
that is, in the year 1623, Milton was admitted to St. Paul's 
School, and in the same year produced the first poems which 
have come down to our time ; although, from the authority 
before quoted, we learn that he was a poet at ten years old, at 
which age his first portrait was executed by Cornelius Jansen. 
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To those who are interested in tracing in "the child the 
father of the man," it will be delightful to examine these 
early productions; just as "the little rill near the source 
of one of the great American rivers is an interesting object 
to the traveller who is apprised, as he steps across it, or 
walks a few miles along its banks, that this is the stream 
which runs so far, and which gradually swells into so vast 
a flood."* The poems referred to are versions of the 114th 
and 136th Psalms. The former of these is inserted as being 
the shorter, and, perhaps, the more characteristic. Milton 
afterward translated it into Greek verse. 

A PARAPHRASE ON PSALM CXIV. 

When the blest seed of Terah's faithful son 

After long toil their liberty had won ; 

And pass'd from Fharian fields to Canaan land, 

Led by the strength of the Almighty's hand ; 

Jehovah's wonders were in Israel shown, 

His praise and glory was in Israel known. 

That saw the troubled sea, and shivering fled, 

And sought to hide his froth-becurled head 

Low in the earth ; Jordan's clear streams recoil, 

As a faint host that hath received the foil. 

The high, huge-bellied mountains skip, like rams 

Amongst their ewes : the little hills, like lambs. 

Why fled the ocean ? And why skipt the mountains? 

Why turned Jordan toward his crystal fountains ? 

Shake, earth ; and at the presence be aghast 

Of Him that ever was, and aye shall last; 

That glassy floods from rugged rocks oan crush. 

And make soft rills from flery flint-stones gush ! 

In his seventeenth year he commenced his University 
career at Christ College, Cambridge. For this he was pre- 
pared by an extensive acquaintance with classical literature, 
and a knowledge of several modem languages acquired at St. 
Paul's School. But it was to the poets that he devoted his 
chief attention, and for the appreciation of them he modestly 
lays claim but to one, and that a very subordinate qualifica- 
tion, — an exquisite nicety of ear. It was in this the first 
* Foster's Essay on a Man's writing Memoirs of himsell 
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year of hin coUegeilife tbat her wrote his elegy ^* On^he death 
of a Fair Infant," which is too long for insertion, hutjwhich : 
indicates a gi^eatt advance npon his earlier productions in • 
maturity of mind and in facility of management. It cannot 
he said of Milton that jie ever set any author hefore him as 
a modeL It is, however, evident that Ovid waa the reigning • 
favourite of the youthfol poet, and, even amidst the multi- < 
farious learning which, as if hy a necessity he could not 
control, crowded the productions of his after life, it is easy j 
to trace the frequent reminiscences of his first love. 

At college he was particularly admired for his academical 
exercises, hoth in Latin and English verse. The former 
language he wrote through life with as much ease and 
force as if it had heen his vernacular tongue. In his prose 
writings, indeed, he never affected a pedantic conformity 
to the classic models, though in Latin verse his resemhlance 
to them was at once so close and so natural, that Mr. 
Macaulay justly applies to him a tasteful criticism on 
Cowley, that "he wore the garb but not the clothes of the 
ancients." 

In the year 1627 he produced a " vacation exercise in 
the College," of which Todd remarks that, written at the age 
of nineteen, it has been repeatedly and justly noticed as 
containing indications of the future bard, "whose genius 
was equal to a subject that carried him l)eyond the limits of 
the world." In the following lines the reader will discern 
the twilight that heralded the undeclining day of Comus, 
n Penseroso, and the Paradise Lost. Addressing the per- 
sonification of the English language, he writes: — 

Yet I had rather, if I were to chuSe, 

Thy service in some graver subject use, 

Such as may make thee search thy coffers round, ; 

Before thou clothe my fancy in fit sound: 

Such where the deep transported mind may soar 

Above the wheeling poles, and at heaven's door 

Look in, and see each blissful deity; 

How. he before the thunderous throne doth lie^ 
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Listening to what onshom Apollo sings 

To the touch of golden wires, while Hebe orings - : 

Immortal nectar to her kingly sire : 

Then passing through the spheres of watchful firej 

And misty regions of wide air next under, 

And hills of snow, and lofts of piled thunder, 

May tell at length how green-eyed Neptune raves, 

In heaven's defiance mastering all his wa^res ; 

Then sing of secret things that came to pass 

When beldam Nature in her cradle was; 

And last of kings, and queens, and heroes old. 

Such as the wise Demodocus once told 

In solemn songs at King Alcinous' feast, 

While sad Ulysses' soul, and all the rest, 

Are held, with his melodious harmony. 

In willing chains and sweet captivity. 

Two years afterwards he produced his "Ode on the 
Morning of Christ's Nativity." A hypercritical analysis 
has detected some fancied faults in this exquisite poem. 
But if the writers referred to had recollected the age in 
which (not to say at which) it was written, or the canon 
of candour which a great poetical critic* of antiquity 
left for the guidance of his successors, they might, perhaps, 
have spared their ingenuity. It bears a stamp of premature, 
but conscious, majesty in every verse; while in the , very 
music of such stanzas as the following, there reigns a spirit 
of silence which is charmingly appropriate, and irresistibly 
impressive : — 

No war, or battle's sound. 

Was heard the world around : 
The idle spear and shield were high uphung ; 

The hooked chariot stood 

Unstained with hostile blood; 
The trumpet spake not to the armed thro.ng ; 

And kings sat still with awful eye. 

As if they surely knew their sov'ran Lord was by. 

* Verum ubi plura nitent in carmine, non ego paucis 
Oflfendar maculis quas aut incuria fudit, 
Aut Uumana j)arum cavit natura. 

Horace: DeArte PoSHoi, 
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But peaceful was the night, 

Wherein the Prince of Light 
His reign of peace upon the earth began: 

The winds, with wonder whist, 

Smoothly the waters kist, 
Whispering new joys to the wild ocean. 

Who now hath quite forgot to rave. 

While birds of calm sit brooding on the charmed wave. 

The stars, with deep amaze, 
Stand fix'd in steadfast gaze. 
Bending one way their precious influence ; 

* * • ♦ ^ 

The oracles are dumb ; 

No voice or hideous hum 
Buns through the arched roof in words deceiving. 

ApoUo, from his shrine, 

Can no more divine. 
With hoUow shriek the steep of Delphos leaving. 

No nightly trance, or breathed spell, 

Inspires the pale-eyed priest from the prophetick celL 

The lonely mountains o'er. 

And the resounding shore, 
A voice of weeping heard and loud lament ; 

From haunted spring and dale. 

Edged with poplar pale, 
The parting Genius is with sighing sent : 

With flower-inwoven tresses torn. 

The nymphs in twilight shade of tangled thickets mourn. 

In consecrated earth, 

And on the holy hearth. 
The Lars and Lemures moan with midnight plaint 

In urns and altars round, 

A dresu: and dying sound 
Afirights the flamens at their service quaint ; 

And the chill marble seems to sweat, 

While each peculiar power foregoes his wonted seat. 

About the same time lie produced the verses written at a 
" Solemn Musick," which have been made far better known 
to the present generation by the harmony of Handel than 
even by the fame of their author. The student who desires 
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to trace the mental history of Milton, will be interested by 
the evidences they show of the ripening of his poetic genius, 
and of that tendency of his mind to the sublimity of sacred 
subjects, to which we, doubtless, owe the Paradise Lost. 
This is chiefly evinced in the lines in which, speaking of 
Voice and Verse personified as sisters, he says, that they are 

Dead things with inhreathed sense able to pierce, t 

And to our high raised phantasy present 

That undisturbed song of pure concent 

Aye sung before the sapphire- coloured throne, 

To Him that sits thereon, 
With saintly shout and solemn jubilee : 
Where the bright Seraphim, in burning row, 
Their loud uplifted angel-trumpets blow ; 
And the cherubic host in thousand quires 
Touch their immortal harps of golden wires. 

In this passage, as Dr. Symmons observes, we acknow- 
ledge some touches prelusive to the Paradise Lost. 

The prose compositions which have descended to us, pro- 
duced in the retirement of Milton's college life, are chiefly 
academical exercises; and five letters, four of which are 
addressed in Latin to the tutors of his earlier youth, and 
one in English, the manuscript of which is still preserved in 
the library of Trinity College, Cambridge, written to a 
friend who had exhorted him to quit the pursuits of litera- 
ture for the more active occupations of life. Some passages 
in the latter require to be reproduced here as beautiful indi- 
cations of the singular loftiness of his sentiments. After 
designating that time of his Kfe which was " as yet obscure 
and unserviceable to mankind," and declaring of his present 
studies that they were "according to the precept of my 
conscience, which I firmly trust is not without God," he 
proceeds thus : " If you think, as you said, that too much 
learning is in fault, and that I have given up myself to 
dream away my years in the arms of studious retirement, 
like Endymion with the Moon, as the tale of Latmus goes ; 
yet consider, that if it were no more but the mere love of 
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learmng, whether it proceeds from a principle bad, good, or 
- natural, it could not have held out thus long- against so 
strong opposition on the other side of every kind. For if 
it be bad, why should not all the fond hopes that forward 
youth and vanity are fledged with, together with gain, 
pride, aiid ambition, call me forward more powerfully 
than a poor, regardless, and unprofitable sin of curiosity 
should be able to withhold me, whereby a man cuts himself 
off from all action, and becomes the most helpless, pusil- 
lanimous, and unweaponed creature in the world ; the most 
imfit and unable to do that which all mortals most aspire 
to, either to be useful to his friends, or to offend his 
enemies. Or if it be to be thought a natural proneness, 
there is against that a much more potent inclination inbred, 
which about this time of a man's life solicits most, the 
desire of house and family of his own, to which nothing is 
esteemed more helpful than the early entering into cre- 
ditable employment, and nothing hindering than his affected 
solitariness. And though this were enough, yet there is to 
this another act, if not of pure, yet of refined nature, no 
less available to dissuade prolonged obscurity, a desire of 
honour, and repute, and immortal fame, seated in the breast 
of every true scholar, which all make haste to by the 
readiest ways of publishing and divulging conceived merits, 
as well those that shall as those that never shall obtain it. 
Nature, therefore, would presently work the more prevalent 
way, if there were nothing but this inferior bent of herself 
to restrain her. Lastly, the love of learning, as it is the 
pursuit of something good, it would sooner follow the more 
excellent and supreme good known and presented, and so 
be quickly diverted from the empty and fantastic chase of 
shadows and notions to the solid good flowing from due and 
timely obedience to that command in the gospel set out by 
the terrible seizing of him that hid the talent. It is more 
probable, therefore, that not the endless delight of specula- 
tion, but this vety consideration of that great command- 
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ment, does not press forwa:rd, as soon as many do, to undergo, 
but keeps t)ff with a sacred reverence and religious advisement 
how best to undergo; not taking thought^ of being late, so 
it give advantage to be more fit; for those that were latest 
lost nothing when the master of the vineyard came to give 
each one Ids hire." 

This letter is enriched with one of Milton's early sonnets, 
which, in common with the foregoing passage, exhibits that 
combination of modesty and earnestness of purpose, which 
is the invariable accompaniment of true greatness. It iB as 
follows : — 

How soon hoA Time, the subtle thief of youth, 
Stolen on his wing my three and twentieth year ! 
My hasting days fly on with full career ; 

But my late Spring no hud or blossom shew'th. 
Perhaps my semblance might deceive the truth, 

That I to manhood am arrived so near ; 

And inward ripeness doth much less appear 

That some more timely — happy spirits indu'th. 
Yet be it less or more or soon or slow, 

It shall be still in strictest measure even 

To that same lot, however mean or high. 
Towards which time leads me and the will of Heaven. 

All is, if I have grace to use it so. 

As ever in my great Task-master's eye. 

In the beginning of the year 1620, Milton took his 
bachelor's degree, and, in due course, proceeded to that 
of master of arts, when he finally quitted the university. 
The bitter enemies whom his subsequent career arrayed 
against him, have attempted to derive from this, the ob- 
scurest period of his life, the means of casting a reflection 
upon his spotless fame. Much time and labour have been 
unnecessarily wasted in rebutting these calumnies. I will 
endeavour to dispose of them with greater brevity. The 
story of his having been subjected to corporal chastisement 
at his college, though argued with ridiculous ingenuity by 
several of his biographers, and treated with equally ridiculous 
solemnity by Dr. Johnson, does not deserve the notice of any 
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writer who is not enthralled by a party purpose, and com- 
mitted to a " foregone conclusion." Even were it possible to 
suppose that the incident occurred, the foregoing notices 
sufficiently attest that it must have been undeserved ; and 
the censure must therefore be transferred from the conduct 
of Milton to the semi-catholic regulations of the university, 
and the incapacity and caprice of its administrators. But, 
apart from this, the statement itself rests on no evidence 
that is deserving of a moment's consideration. The ca- 
lumniators of Milton chiefly rely upon a line in one of his 
Latin epistles to his friend, Charles Deodati, which cannot 
be tortured by any ingenuity to such an interpretation.* 
In addition to this, it is notorious that the statutes of the 
university prohibited the infliction of any such punishment 
upon a student of Milton's age. 

It has been further argued, that the distaste which Milton 
repeatedly indicated to Cambridge, both as a locality un- 
favourable to the inspirations of poetry, to which, as we 
have seen, he was passionately devoted, and also as arising 
from the manners and habits of the university, goes to 
prove his unpopularity at his college ; and one opponent 
has even been so unscrupulous as to intimate that he was 
sent away from the university for a time, in consequence of 
his inmiorality. It is scarcely necessary to refute a calumny 
the falsehood of which is so obvious. With respect to the 
torpifying influence of the local scenery, the testimony of 
the poet Gray may be added to that of every man of 
ordinaiy taste who has been compelled to traverse the 
wearisome flats of Cambridgeshire. f As to the more serious 

* • minas perferre magistri, 

CfEteraque ingenio non subeunda meo. 

+ Some of my readers will be reminded of the incurable disgust 
with which the \ricinity of Cambridge affected the late Kobert Hall. 
He once described it in conversation as " Nature laid out ;" and when 
alluding to the scarcity of wood in the neighbourhood, and having 
been reminded of the willows which abound there, characteristically 
replied, " Yes, Sir, Nature holding out signals of distress !" 
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portion of the charge, we may safely cite the defensive state- 
ments of IVIilton himself, written at a time when, if false, they 
were open to a disgraceful refutation from a thousand quar- 
ters. In his Apology for Smectymnuus, which will hereafter 
be noticed in its proper place, the following declaration was 
extorted from him by the malice of his opponents : — " I must 
be thought, if this libeller (for now he shows himself to be 
so) can find belief, after an inordinate and riotous youth 
spent at the university, to have been at length vomited out 
thence. For which commodious lie, that he may be encou- 
raged in the trade another time, I thank him ; for it hath 
given me an apt occasion to acknowledge publickly, with all 
grateftil mind, that more than ordinary favour and respect 
which I found above any of my equals at the hands of those 
courteous and learned men, the fellows of that college 
wherein I spent some years : who at my parting, after I had 
taken two degrees, as the manner is, signified many ways 
how much better it would content them that I would stay ; 
as by many letters full of kindness and loving respect, both 
before that time and long after, I was assured of their sin- 
gular good affection towards me. Which being likewise 
prepense to all such as were for their studious and civil life 
worthy of esteem, I could not wrong their judgments and 
upright intentions, so much as to think I had that regard 
from them for other cause, than that I might be still encou- 
raged to proceed in the honest and laudable courses of 
which they apprehended I had given good proof. And to 
those ingenuous and friendly men, who were ever the 
countenancers of virtuous and hopeful wits, I wish the best 
and happiest things that friends in absence wish one to 
another." In his " Second Defense," published twelve years 
after the "Apology for Smectymnuus," he again asserts 
the purity of his college life ; and affirms, in opposition to 
his adversary's calumnies, that he passed seven years at the 
university, pure from every blemish, and in possession of 
the esteem of the good, till he took with applause his degree 

c 
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of Master of Arts : that he then retired to his father's hoose, 
and left behind him a memory which was cherished with affec- 
tion and respect by the greaterpart of the fellows of his college, 
who had always been assidnons in cultivating his regard. 

I have referred to the general conduct of the univer- 
sity at this time as offensive to Milton's moral tastes. In 
stating this dislike he specially observes upon the practice 
of acting plays, on the part of those who had entered, or 
wei*e about to enter upon the duties of the Christian min- 
istry ; — " writhing and unboning their clergy limbs to all 
the antick and dishonest gestures of Trincolos, buffoons, and 
bawds, prostituting the shame of that ministry which they 
had, or were near having, to the eyes of courtiers and court 
ladies, their grooms and mademoiselles." This passage 
affords Dr. Johnson an opportunity of gratifying his 
splenetic prejudice in the treatise which, with much respect 
for that extraordinary man, I can only characterize as his 
infamous life of Milton. After noticing the pleasure which 
Milton states that he had enjoyed in early life from thea- 
trical entertainments. Dr. Johnson closes his remarks with 
the following sneer : " Plays were therefore only criminal 
when they were acted by academics." It is scarcely neces- 
sary to point out the disingenuous sophism into which 
Johnson's bigotry here betrayed him. It was not the cir- 
cumstance that the plays were acted by academics that 
offended Milton's sense of propriety, but that they were 
acted by men ostensibly devoted to the ministry of the 
gospel. If Dr. Johnson was unable to recognize this dis- 
tinction, he is to be pitied ; but it is hard to conceive that 
such language should have been written by a man who 
thoroughly appreciated the licentiousness of the stage in the 
time of the Stuarts, and who in a later and a purer day, was 
withheld confessedly by moral considerations from meeting 
liis friend Garrick in the green-room. 

That Milton quitted the university without gaining a fel- 
lowship, or taking orders, is also the subject of Dr. Johnson's 
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animadyersion. "He went to the university," says the 
Doctor, " with a design of entering into the Church, hut in 
time altered his mind." The more correct statement would 
be, that his father desired that the great intellectual powers, 
of which he gave early promise, should be thus devoted; and 
it is easy to conceive that the deep religious sentiments of 
the youth were favourable to this design. But whatever 
may have been his tendencies at the early age at which he 
entered the university, more mature reflection induced him 
to abandon all intention of becoming a clergyman. For this 
he gives us his own motives in his Treatise entitled " The 
Reason of Church Government urged against Prelacy," in 
the following words : — " The Church, to whose service, by 
the intentions of my parents and friends I was destined of a 
child, and in mine own resolutions ; till coming to some ma- 
turity of years, and perceiving what tyranny had invaded 
the Church, that he who would take orders must subscribe 
slave, and take an oath withal, which, unless he took with a 
conscience that would retch, he must either straight perjure 
or split his faith ; I thought it better to prefer a blameless 
silence before the sacred office of speaking, bought and begun 
with servitude and forswearing." 

It is recorded of Dr. Johnson, that when asked by a lady 
who was better instructed in such matters, why he had in 
his Dictionary given, as the meaning of the word " pastern," 
" the knee of a horse," he proudly replied, " Ignorance, 
madam, sheer ignorance." This confession the learned lexi- 
cogprapher could well afford. But it is surprising he should 
have perilled so great a reputation by publishing the follow- 
ing remarks on this statement of Milton : — " These expres- 
sions are, I find, applied to the subscription of the Articles; 
but it seems more probable that they relate to canonical 
obedience. I know not any of the Articles which seem 
to thwart his opinions; but the thoughts of obedience, 
whether canonical or civil, raised his indignation." 

It is obviously unnecessary to have recourse to the suppo- 
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sition that it was only the canons of the Churoh of England 
that he refased to subscrihe. It is altogether nnsnpposable 
that such a mind should have voluntarily subjected itself to 
such a yoke. It is sufficiently remarkable that Dr. Johnson 
should have seen nothing in the Articles which could thwart 
the maturer judgment of Milton. The 20th, to which we 
have already adverted, by its denial of the right of private 
judgment would be sufficient to vitiate the entire code in 
the view of such a mind as Milton's. It is equally surpris- 
ing that Dr. Johnson should have forgotten the 37th, on 
the powers of civil magistrates, which not only asserts the 
ecclesiastical supremacy of the reigning monarch, but, in im- 
mediate connection with this, declares his right to punish 
" with the civil sword the stubborn and evil doers, " thus 
sanctioning the infliction of pains and penalties for reli- 
gious faith and practice; a principle which the lofty and 
generous nature of Milton held in utter detestation. As 
little justice is there in the remark which follows — that 
" the thought of obedience, whether canonical or civil, raised 
his indignation." So far from this, he pays throughout his 
writings, as he did throughout his life, a devout reverence 
to the authority of law both human and Divine. But his 
was a dignified submission. He could discern the distinc- 
tion between rational obedience and the prostration of the 
whole nature before a tyranny which strove to lord it alike 
over the body and the soul. Indeed, an unworthy and dis- 
ingenuous spirit pervades this performance; and he who 
would maintain a high opinion of Dr. Johnson's integrity 
and candour, will do well to avoid his Life of Milton. 
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JCELTON's residence at HOBTON — C03IP0SES THE C0MU8 — ^LYCIDAS — 
ARCADES — L'aLLEGRO — IL PENSEROSO — DEATH OF HIS MOTHER — 
AMBITIOUS ASPIRATIONS — VISITS ITAXY AND IS RECEIVED WITH 
GREAT DISTINCTION — HIS ADDRESS TO MANSO —REMARKS OF MR. 
MACAULAY ON HIS LATIN VERSIFICATION. 

On leaving the university, in 1629, lie spent five years* 
probably the happiest of his life, at Horton, in Buckingham- 
shire, whither his father had retired from business with a 
competent fortune. In his " Second Defence of the People of 
England,'' having been led, as before observed, by the slanders 
of his antagonist to a brief recapitulation of the events of 
his early life, he thus refers to this period of his history : — 
" Here (at Cambridge) I passed seven years in the usual 
course of instruction and study, with the approbation of the 
good, and without any stain upon my character, till I took 
the degree of Master of Arts. After this I did not, as this 
miscreant feigns, run away into Italy, but of my own accord 
retired to my father's house, whither I was accompanied by 
the regrets of most of the fellows of the college, who showed 
me no conmion marks of friendship and esteem. On my 
father's estate, where he had determined to pass the re- 
mainder of his days, I enjoyed an interval of unintem^pted 
leisure, which I entirely devoted to the perusal of the Greek 
and Latin classics ; though I occasionally visited the metro- 



22 JOHN MILTON. 

polis, either for the sake of purchasing books, or of learning 
something new in mathematics or in music, in which I, at 
that time, found a source of pleasure and amusement. In 
this manner I spent five years, till my mother's death." 

It is not at all surprising that Milton shoidd have omitted 
from this narrative the fact that during t his interval the 
most admired of his minor poems were composed. The 
Comus, which critics imite in designating as the most exqui- 
site dramatic poem which perhaps the genius of man has 
ever produced, was composed in 1634, when its author was 
but twenty-five years of age. Lycidas was written in 1637 ; 
and there is every reason to believe that the Arcades, 
L' Allegro, and II Penseroso were also composed during Mil- 
ton's residence at Horton. 

The poem of Comus is too well known to require descrip- 
tion, and certainly nothing need be added to the eulogies 
with which it has been loade^ by the choicest minds of 
every succeeding generation. ' The plot of the masque of 
Comus is said to have been suggested by the circum- 
stance of Lady Alice Egerton, the youthful daughter of 
the Earl of Bridgwater, having when travelling been acci- 
dentally separated from her companions in the night, and 
having wandered for some time in a forest by herself. It is 
not often that Dr. Johnson exposes himself to the shafts of 
ridicule. There is, indeed, too much of him to be the fit 
object of such light missiles ; yet, what other treatment is 
merited by such an observation as the following in reference 
to a master-piece of genius, such as the Comus ? — " It was 
presented at Ludlow, then the residence of the Lord Presi- 
dent of "Wales, in 1634, and had the honour of being acted 
by the Earl of Bridgwater's sons and daughters," all of 
whom the reader should be informed, by the way, were un- 
der fourteen years of age. That Johnson, in presence of the 
majesty of Milton, should exhibit this " falling-down-dead- 
ness of manner" before the little boys and girls of an earl, is 
certainly contemptible enough. Of the poem itself it is 
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impossible to speak in terms of too high admiration. The 
eulogy pronounced upon it by Dr. Symmons, is at once en- 
thusiastic and discriminate: "Among the compositions of our 
own country," he says, " it certainly stands unrivalled for its 
affiuence in poetic ima&:ery and diction ; and, as an effort of 
the creative power, it can be paralleled only by the muse of 
Shakspeare, by whom in this respect it is possibly exceeded. 
With Shakspeare the whole, excepting some rude outlines 
or suggestions of the story, is the immediate emanation of 
his own mind ; but Milton's erudition precluded him from 
this extreme originality, and was perpetually supplying him 
with thoughts, which would sometimes obtain the prefer- 
ence from his judgment, and would sometimes be mistaken 
for his own property by his invention. Original, however, 
he is J and, of all the sons of song, igfenor in this requisite 
of genius to Shakspeare alone." 

In the only criticism of a particular passage upon which 
Dr. S. ventures, he is by no means so felicitous. He selects 
o ne of the most charming passages in* the drama — that in 
which Comus describes the lady singing the echo song: — 

How sweetly did they float upDn fHe^ings 
Of silence through the empty- vaulted night, 
At every fall smoothing the raven down 
Of darkness till it smiled. 

After justifying the preceding images he adds, " But it is 
surely a transgression, which stands in need of pardon, when 
proceeding a step further and accumulating personifications, 
we invest this raven-down with life and make it to smile." 
It is surprising that a man of the taste and perception of Dr. 
Symmons should have fallen into such an error. The appli- 
cation of the term to smile to the down of the imaginary 
bird, smoothed by the cadences of the music, involves no 
additional personification. Innumerajble instances might 
be adduced from the highest ancient and modem poets, in 
which, without personification, and with a strict similarity 
of meaning, the surface of the sea is said to smile or to 
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frown under the sunshine or the passing shadows of 
clouds. 

It is indeed a dangerous exercise to criticise this matchless 
production ; it stands conspicuous among the brightest pro- 
ductions of human genius, by a refined and exquisite puiity 
of sentiment which, even in a strictly imaginative range of 
thought, may be designated as intense spirituality ; and the 
union of this ethereal spirit with the very genius of har- 
mony completes the enchantment of the poem. The re- 
mote and heterogenous reading indicated by its allusions 
still farther increases the wonder with which we peruse it. 
It has ever been matter of amazement that the Comus could 
have been produced by any one at the age of twenty-five ; 
this, however, is not the only fact that proves the strange 
precocity of Milton's mind. It is scarcely more surprising 
that this drama should have been produced at that age than 
that one of the finest of his Latin poems should have been 
written at the age of nineteen. I refer to an Academic ex- 
ercise composed to oblige one of the fellows of his college, 
and entitled Naturam non pati senium, its purpose being to 
reply to those who held the notion that the world was liable 
to the decays of old age. Several of Milton's biographers 
mention that this subject was probably suggested by a work 
published in the preceding year under the title of " An Apo- 
logie or Declaration of the Power and Providence of God in 
the Government of the World, by George Hakewill, D.D., 
and Archdeacon of Surrey, 1627."* 

Of the former production, Mr. Macaulay, in his brilliant 
article on Milton, first published in the Edinburgh Review, 
remarks, that " C(^mus is framed on the model of the Italian 
masque, as the Samson is formed on the model of the Greek 
tragedy. It is certainly the noblest performance of the kind 
which exists in any language."] 

* Similar views were maintained some years afterwards by Dr. 
South, a bitter enemy of Milton, in a Sermon from Eccl. vii. 10 — " Say 
not thou, what is the cause that the former days were better than these ?" 
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iThe Lyeidas has been the subject of a contest so fierce as 
to leave it difficult to conceive that either party is altogether 
in the right. " In this poem," says Johnson, " there is no 
nature, for there is no truth: there iTno art, for there is 
gobbing new. Its form is that of a pastoral, easy, vulgar^ 
and therefore disgusting: whatever images it can supply, 
are long ago exhausted; and its inherent improbability * 
* always forces dissatisfaction on the mind." ....." Nothing 
can less display knowledge, or less exercise invention, thafis 
to tell how a shepherd has lost his companion, &c." Nay, 
he even goes so far as to say, " Surely no mai^ could have 
fancied that he read Lyeidas with pleasure, had he not known 
its author." Sir Egerton Brydges, on the contrary, main- 
tains that " so far Som deserving the character applied to it 
by Johnson, the language is throughout imaginative arid . 
picturesque, and the rhythm harmonious and enchanting^. ■; 
There is no poem in which the epithets are more beautiful, 
more appropriate, or more fresh ; they are like the diction 
of no predecessor, but of some of the occasional passages of 
rural description by Shakspere in his happiest moods. But 
it will be asked what invention there is in this poem ? There 
is invention in the epithets; in the combinations, in the de- 
scriptions, in the apostrophes, in the visionary parts of the 
poem, in the sorrows, the predictions, and the consolations : 
in all those associations which none but a rich and poetical 
mind produces." Dr. Warton goes still further, and insists 
that the admiration or dislike of this poem is an infallible 
test whether a reader has or has not a poetical taste : . . . . 
that he who is not enraptured with it can have no genuine 
idea of poetry. 

The truth probably lies in a medium between the splenetic 
prejudice of Johnson and the enthusiasm of his more partial 
biographers. That there is a rhapsodical wildness about the 
Lyeidas, few will deny; and it must be further admitted that 
it is rendered less intelligible to many,^by^ the affluence of '}■ 
c]aaneaI..aU^ion with whieh it is perhaps overloaded. In- s 
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deed the emharras de richesses was the necessary condition 
of such a mind as Milton's. With so vast a repository of 
knowledge, and with a faculty of association so importu- 
nately lively, his great difficulty must have been to insulate 
his thoughts &om a throng of classical or extraneous associ- 
ations, to discern an indorsement on many which otherwise 
he would mistake for his own, and to eliminate those refer- 
ences which, however familiar to his own mind, would be lost 
upon the multitude of his less privileged readers. In spite, 
however, of this splendid defect, it is difficidt to imagine how 
Dr. Johnson could have read such passages as the following, 
and then attribute the admiration of Lycidas to the blinded 
partiality of the reader: — 

Weep no more, woful shepherds, weep no more ; 

For Lycidas your sorrow is not dead, 

Sunk though he be beneath the watery floor : 

So sinks the day-star in the ocean bed : 

And yet anon repairs his drooping head, 

And tricks his beams, and with new-spangled ore 

Flames in the forehead of the morning sky : 

So Lycidas sunk low, but mounted high, 

Through the dear might of Him that walk'd the waves; 

Where other groves, and other streams along, 

With nectar pure his oozy locks he laves, 

And hears the anexpressive nuptial song, 

In the blest kingdoms meek of joy and love. 

There entertain him all the saints above, 

In solemn troops, and sweet societies, 

That sing, and singing, in their glory move, 

And wipe the tears for ever from his eyes. 

It is remarkable that the Comus came out without a name, 
and that of Lycidas, which was written at the request of his 
college, as a monody upon one of its fellows, who was 
_^ wrecked and drowned in the Irish Sea, the authorship 
^ was only indicated by the initials J. M. 

Passing by the masque entitled Arcades, which is said to 
have been presented at Harefield, before Alice, Countess 
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Dowager of Derby, and acted by her own grandcbildrcn, 
we next have to notice the poems entitled L'Allegro, and 
n Penseroso, which are generally supposed to have been 
written about the sgime time ; that is, during Milton's resi- 
• dence at Horton. (The genial charm of these two poems 
appeared to have ttawed for a moment the icy prejudice of 
Johnson himself. He pronounced them two noble efforts of 
imagination ; and observes, with great discrimination, " The 
author's design is not what Theobald has remarked, merely 
to show how objects derive their colours from the mind, by 
representing the operation, of the same things upon the gay 
and melancholy temper, or upon the same man as he is 
differently disposed ; but rather, how among the successive 
variety of appearances every disposition of mind takes hold 
on those by which it may be gratified. 

"The cheerfiil man hears the lark in the morning; the 
pensive man hears the nightingale in the evening. The cheer- 
ftd man sees the cock strut, and hears the horn and hounds 
echo in the woods ; then walks * not unseen* to observe the 
glory of the rising sun, or listen to the singing milk-maid, 
and view the labours of the ploughman, and the mower; 
then casts his eyes about him over scenes of smiling plenty; 
and looks up to the distant tower, the residence of some fair 
inhabitant ; thus he pursues rural gaiety, through a day of 
labour, or of play, and delights himself at night with the 
fancifiil narratives of superstitious ignorance. 

" The pensive man at one time walks imseen, to muse at 
midnight ; and at another, hears the sidlen curfew. If the 
weather drives him home, he sits in a room lighted only by 
glowing embers ; or by a lonely lamp outwatches the north 
star, to discover the habitation of separate souls, and varies 
the shades of meditation by contemplating the magnificent 
or pathetic scenes of tragic and epic poetry. When the 
morning comes, a morning gloomy with rain and wind, he 
walks into the dark trackless woods, falls asleep by some 
murmuring water, and with melancholy enthusiasm expects 
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some dream of prognostication, or some music played by 
aerial performers." 

All genuine poets unconsoionsly portray themselves ; and 
it can scarcely be donbted, that in these exquisite delinea- 
tions of temperament and feeling, Milton is representing 
the impressions which his own mind, in two actual but 
opposite phases, received from the external causes he depicts. 
They contain an unbroken succession of the mostj[niceM 
images which nature and art can supply; and over the 
whole is shed a tone of delicacy and tenderness which invests 
the most ordinary scenes with the charm of romoaee. Any 
comparison of the beauties of these poems would be alike diffi- 
cult and unsatisfactory. Probably II Penseroso was the 
more natural emanation of the author's habitual sentiment, 
and, if he ever compared them, the object of his preference.*] 

On the 3rd of April, 1637, Milton was called to mourn 
the loss of his mother, who died at Horton, and was buried 
in the village church ; and shortly after this event, he re- 
solved on a plan of continental travel, with a special design 
to a sojourn in Italy and Greece. At a date intervening 
between his family affliction and his departure from England, 
(Sept. 23, 1637,) we find a letter addressed by him to his 
college friend, Deodati, which requires a passing reference, 
as containing the first disclosure which remains to us of the 
aspiration to an inmiortality of fame which Milton so early 
and so prophetically entertained. The letter is in Latin* 
and the passage referred to is to the following effect : — 
" But you are now anxious, as I know, to have your 
curiosity gratified. You solicitously inquire even about my 
thoughts. Attend, then, Deodati ! but let me spare myself a 
blush by speaking in your ear j and for a moment, let me talk 

* In Lord Teignmouth's Life of Sir William Jones, we find, in a 
letter from the latter, written on the spot, some very pleasing pages 
in which he endeavours, with much plausibility, to show that these 
poems must have been written at Horton, by pointing out, in the 
scenery of that neighbourhood, almost every natural image and object 
which the poet describes. 
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proudly to you. Do you ask me what is in my thought ? 
So may God prosper me, as it is nothing less than immor- 
tality. But how shall I accomplish it? My wings are 
sprouting, and I meditate to fly ; but while my Pegasus yet 
lifts himself on very tender pinions, let me be prudent and 
humble." 

On the eve of his departure, he received a most flattering 
letter from Sir Henry Wootton, by means of which he was 
brought into association with Lord Scudeftnore, the English 
Ambassador at Paris ; by whom he was, in that capital, in- 
troduced to the celebrated Grotius, and from whom he 
received letters of introduction, which proved of essential 
service to him in Italy. In the brief recapitulation of his 
own history, which he introduces perforce into his Second 
Defence of the People of England, and to which I have 
already referred, he thus cursorily sketches the events of 
this part of his history : — 

" On my departure, the celebrated Henry Wootton, who 
had long been King James's Ambassador at Venice, gave 
me a signal proof of his regard, in an elegant letter which 
he wrote, breathing not only the warmest friendship, but 
containing some maxims of conduct which I found very 
useful in my travels. The noble Thomas Scudamore, King 
Charles's ambassador, to whom I carried letters of recom- 
mendation, received me most courteously at Paris. His 
lordship gave me a card of introduction to the learned Hugo 
Grotius, at that time Ambassador from the Queen of Sweden 
to the French court j whose acquaintance I anxiously de- 
sired, and to whose house I was accompanied by some of his 
lordship's friends. A few days after, when I set out for 
Italy, he gave me letters to the English merchants on my 
route, that they might show me any civilities in their 
power. Taking ship at Nice, I arrived at Genoa, and after- 
wards visited Leghorn, Pisa, and Florence. In the latter 
city, which I have always more particularly esteemed for 
the elegance of its dialect, its genius, and its taste, I stopped 
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abont two months; when I contracted an intimacy witlx 
many persons of rank and learning, and was a constant 
attendant at their literary parties ; a practice which preyaik 
there, and tends so much to the difiusion of knowledge, and 
the preservation of Mendship. No time will ever abolish 
the agreeable recollections which I cherish of Jacob Gaddi, 
Carlo Dati, Frescobaldi, Coltellino, Buonomattei, Clemen- 
tillo, Francini, and many others. From Florence, I went 
to Siena, thence ft> Home ; where, after I had spent about 
two months in viewing the antiquities of that renowned 
city, where I experienced the most Mendly attentions from 
Lucas Holstein, and other learned and ingenious men, I 
continued my route to Naples. There I was introduced by 
a certain recluse, with whom I had travelled from Home, to 
John Battista Manso, Marquis of Villa, a nobleman of dis- 
tinguished rank and authority, to whom Torquato Tasso, 
the illustrious poet, inscribed his book on friendship. Dur- 
ing my stay, he gave me singular proofs of his regard : he 
himself conducted me round the city, and to the palace of 
the viceroy; and more than once paid me a visit at mf 
lodgings. On my departure, he gravely apologised for not 
having shown me more civility, which he said he had been 
restrained from doing, because I had spoken with so little 
reserve on matters of religion. When I was preparing to 
pass over into Sicily and Greece, the melancholy intelligence 
which I received of the civil commotions in England made 
me alter my purpose ; for I thought it base to be travelling 
for amusement abroad, while my fellow-citizens were fight- 
ing for liberty at home. While I was on my way back to 
Rome, some merchants informed me that the English Jesuits 
had formed a plot against me if I returned to Rome, because 
I had spoken too freely on religion ; for it was a rule which 
I laid down to myself in those places, never to be the first 
to begin any conversation on religion ; but if any questions 
were put to me concerning my faith, to declare it without 
any reserve or fear. I, nevertheless, returned to Rome. I 
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took no steps to conceal either my person or my character ; 
and for about the space of two months I again openly 
defended, as I had done before, the reformed religion, in the 
very metropolis of popery. By the favour of God, I got 
safe back to Florence, where I was received with as much 
affection as if I had returned to my native country. There 
I stopped as many months as I had done before, except that 
I made an excursion for a few days to Lucca ; and, crossing 
the Apennines, passed through Bologna and Ferrara to 
Venice. After I had spent a month in surveying the curio- 
sities of this city, and had put on board a ship the books 
which I had collected in Italy, I proceeded through Verona 
and Milan, and along the Leman lake to Geneva. At Ge- 
neva I held daily conferences with John Deodati, the learned 
Professor of Theology. Then, pursuing my former route 
through France, I returned to my native country, after an 
absence of one year, and about three months.'' 

To this hurried narrative a few facts should be added, 
which Milton's modesty led him to conceal. Of the degree of 
admiration he excited in Italy, some idea may be formed 
from the poetic offerings he received from the most eminent 
Italians of the age. He was admitted into those literary 
societies which had arisen under the patronage of the 
Medici. In their assemblies, he informs us, * " it was the 
custom that every one should give some proof of his wit and 
reading." And many of the productions of his earlier years, 
and others which he composed at the time, were received 
" with written encomiums, which the Italian is not forward 
to bestow on men of this side the Alps." Among these 
panegyrists may be mentioned Carlo Dati and Antonio 
Francini, at Florence, who addressed to him, the one an 
Italian ode, and the other a Latin address, filled with enthu- 
siastic prediction and praise. Selvaggi also, and Salsilli, at 
Rome, presented him with two complimentary epigitims. 

* The Reason of Church Government urged against Prelacy. 
Works, vol. ii. p. 477. . 
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The former anticipates the idea conveyed in Dryden's well- 
known epigram, by making him equal to Homer and Virgil 
The latter describes the Thames as rendered more illustrioui 
by Milton than all the streams which were consecrated bj 
the muses of Homer, Virgil, and Tasso. A similar honour wa< 
paid him at Naples by Manso, the princely patron of Tasso 
Both he and Salsilli were amply repaid for their courtesies 
as both are best known to posterity by extended Latin 
poems which Milton afterwards addressed to them, in which 
his feelings towards them are described with his own classic 
elegance and beauty. 

At Rome he received the most flattering consideration 
from Cardinal Barberini, the nephew of Urban VIII. Hav- 
ing invited Milton to a magnificent musical entertainment, 
the cardinal awaited his arrival at the door, and led him by 
the hand into the assembly. It is supposed to have been at 
this entertainment that he saw and heard the beautiful 
Leonora Baroni, with whose charms he was smitten, and 
whom he has celebrated in three of his choicest Latin 
epigrams. 

It was amidst the combined inspirations of natm*e, art, 
society, and rising reputation, which concentrated on the 
glowing mind of Milton, during his residence in Italy, that 
he began to be conscious of his own vast powers, and to 
conceive, though indistinctly at first, the great project 
which was destined to make his fame co-extensive with the 
world, and coeval with the latest date of its history. 

It is exceedingly interesting to trace, in Milton's own 
ingenuous language, the successive states of his mind, and 
the gradual strengthening of his aspirations, at this time. 
We have already listened to his first timid announcement 
of them, in a private letter to his friend Deodati. The next 
appears at the close of the Latin address to Manso, which 
we have already mentioned ; and this, that it may be gene- 
rally understood, must be presented in Sterling's translation, 
which does sad injustice to the original. 
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Oil 1 miglit a Mend, endow'd like you by Heayen, 
To adorn the bard and judge the strain be given, 
Whene'er my Muse shall sound the British strings, 
And wake again to song her native kings : 
Hail her great Arthur! who, from mortals far. 
Now pants for his return, and bums for war : 
Becord the hero-knights who sheathed the sword, 
Link'd in strong union, round the mighty board. 
And break (if daring genius fail not here) 
The Saxon phalanx with the British sp^ar. 
Then when, not abjectly discharged, my trust 
Of life was closed, and dust required its dust. 
Oh ! might that friend, with dewy eye-lids near, 
Catch my last sigh, and tell me I was dear : 
Then my pale limbs, resolved in death's embrace, 
Beneath an humble tomb devoutly place ; 
And haply, too, arrest my fleeting form 
In marble, from the sculptor's chisel warm 
And full of soul ; while round my temples play 
The Faphian myrtle, and Parnassian bay. 
Meantime composed in consecrated rest, 
I share the eternal Sabbath of the bless'd. 
If faith deceive not, — if the mighty prize 
Be fix'd for ardent virtue in the skies ; 
There, where the wing of holy toil aspires. 
Where the just mingle with celestial quires, 
There, as my fates indulge, I may behold 
These pious labours from my world of gold : 
There while a purple glory veils my face, 
Feel my mind swell to fit her heavenly place : 
And, smiling at my life's successful fight. 
Exult and brighten in ethereal light. 

In terminating my notices of the Latin poetry of Milton 
with this his most admired effort, I pause in my narrative, 
to present the reader with Mr. Macaulay's admirable 
observations on this accomplishment, as possessed by the 
great bard. 

" Versification," he says, " in a dead language, is an exotic, 
a far-fetched, costly, sickly imitation of that which else- 
where may be found in healthful and spontaneous per- 
fection. The soils on which this rarity flourishes are, in 

D 
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general, as ill snited to the prodaction of yigorous native 
poetry, as the flower-pots of a hothouse to the growth of 
oaks. That the author of the Paradise Lost should have 
written the epistle to Manso was truly wonderftd. Never 
before were such marked originality and such exquisite 
mimicry found together. Indeed, in all the Latin poems of 
Milton, the artificial manner, indispensable to such works, 
is admirably preserved, while, at the same time, the rich- 
ness of his fancy, and the elevation of his sentiments, give 
to them a peculiar charm, an air of nobleness and freedom, 
which distinguishes them from all other writings of the 
same class. They remind us of the amusements of those 
angeUc warriors who composed the cohort of Gabriel, 

* About him exercised heroic games 
The unarmed youth of heaven. But o'er their heads 
Celestial armoury, shield, helm, and spear, 
Hung bright with diamond flaming and with gold.' 

We cannot look upon the sportive exercises for which the 
genius of Milton imgirds itself, without catching a glimpse 
of the gorgeous and terrible panoply which it is accustomed 
to wear. The strength of his imagination triumphed over 
every obstacle. So intense and ardent was the fire of his 
mind, that it not only^as not suffocated beneath the weight 
of its fuel, but penetrat^ the whole superincumbent mass 
with its own heat and tadiance.** 



CHAPTER IV. 



MILTON CONTEMPLATES THE PRODUCTION OF AN EPIC POEM — ^VISITS 
GALILEO — RETURNS TO ENGLAND — NOTICE OF DR. JOHNSON's DIS- 
PARAGING REMARKS — MILTON'S JUSTIFICATION OF HIMSELF — 
PUBLISHES HIS TREATISE " OF REFORMATION IN ENGLAND" — ANA- 
LYSIS OF THB WORK — NOBLE INVOCATION AT THE CLOSE. 

To explain some of the allusions to early British history 
which the epistle to Manso contains, and to manifest the fur- 
ther development of the great idea in Milton's bosom, it is ne- 
cessary to anticipate chronology, and to havp recourse to his 
own description of his state of mind at this time, as given in 
his " Keason of Church Government ui^ed against Prelacy," 
published in 1641. " I must say, therefore," he commences, 
" that after I had, for my first years, by the ceaseless diligence 
and care of my father (whom God recompense !) been exer- 
cised to the tongues, and some sciences, as my age would 
suffer, by sundry masters and teachers, both at home and at 
the schools, it was found that, whether aught was imposed 
by them that had the overlooking, or betaken to of mine 
own choice, in English, or other tongue, prosing, or versing, 
but chiefly by this latter, the style, by certain vital signs it 
had, was likely to Hve." Then, having referred to his ItaHan 
encomiasts, he adds, " I began thus far to assent both to them 
and divers of my Mends here at home, and not less to an 
inward prompting which now grew daily upon me, that by 
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labour and intense study, (which I take to be my portion in 
this life,) joined with the strong propensity of nature, I 
might, perhaps, leave something so written, to aftertimes, 
as they should not willingly let it die. These thoughts at 
once possessed me, and these other : that if I were certain 
to write as men buy leases, for three lives and downward, 
there ought no regard be sooner had than to God's glory, 
by the honour and instruction of my country. For which 
cause, and not only for that I knew it would be hard 
to arrive at the second rank among the Latins, I applied 
myself to that resolution, which Ariosto followed against 
the persuasions of Bembo, to fix all the industry and art I 
could unite to the adorning of my native tongue ; not to 
make verbal curiosities the end, (that were a toilsome 
vanity,) but to be an interpreter and relater of the best and 
sagest things among mine own citizens throughout this 
island in the mother dialect. That what the greatest and 
choicest wits of Athens, Home, or modem Italy, and those 
Hebrews of old did for their country, I, in my proportion, 
with this over and above, of being a Christian, might do 
for mine ; not caring to be once named abroad, though per- 
haps I could attain to that, but content with these British 
islands as my world; whose fortune hath hitherto been, 
that if the Athenians, as some say, made their small deeds 
great and renowned by their eloquent writers, England 
hath had her noble achievements made small by the unskil- 
ful handling of monks and mechanics. 

** Time serves not now, and perhaps I might seem too pro- 
fuse, to give any certain accoimt of what the mind at home, 
in the spacious circuits of her musing, hath liberty to pro- 
pose to herself, though of highest hope and hardest attempt- 
ing; whether that epic form whereof the two poems of 
Homer, and those other two of Virgil and Tasso, are a 
diflFuse, and the book of Job a brief model ; or whether the 
rules of Aristotle herein are strictly to be kept, or nature to 
be followed, which in them that know art, and use judg- 
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ment, is no transgression, but an enriching of art: and, 
lastly, what king or knight, before the Conquest, might be 
chosen in whom to lay the pattern of a Christian hero. 
And as Tasso gave to a prince of Italy his choice, whether 
he would command him to write of Godfrey's expedition 
against the Infidels, lOr Belisarius against the Goths, or 
Charlemain against the Lombards ; if to the instinct of 
nature, and the emboldening of art aught may be trusted, 
and that there be nothing adverse in our climate, or the 
fate of this age, it haply would be no rashness, from an 
equal diligence and inclination, to present the like offer in 
our own ancient stories ; or whether those dramatic consti- 
tutions, wherein Sophocles and Euripides reign, shall be 
found more doctrinal and exemplary to a nation. The 
Scripture also affords us a divine pastoral drama in the Song 
of Solomon, consisting of two persons, and a double chorus, 
as Origen rightly judges. And the Apocalypse of St. 
John is the majestic image of a high and stately tragedy, 
shutting up and intermingling her solemn scenes and acts 
with a seven-fold chorus of hallelujahs and harping sym- 
phonies : and this my opinion, the grave authority of 
Pareus, commenting that book, is sufficient to confirm. 
Or if occasion shall lead, to imitate those magnific odes and 
hymns, wherein Pindarus and Callimachus are in most things 
worthy, some others in their frame judicious, in their matter 
most an end faulty. But those frequent songs throughout 
the law and prophets beyond all these, not in their divine 
argument alone, but in the very critical art of composition, 
may be easily made appear over all the kinds of lyric poesy 
to be incomparable. These abilities, wheresoever they be 
foxmd, are the inspired gift of God rarely bestowed, but yet 
to some (though most abuse) in every nation, and are of 
power, beside the office of a pulpit, to inbreed and cherish 
in a great people the seeds of virtue and public civility, to 
allay the perturbations of the mind, and set the affections in 
right tune ; to celebrate in glorious and lofty hymns the 
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throne and eqnipage of God's Almightiness, and what he 
works and what he suffers to he wrought with High Provi- 
dence in his Chnrch; to sing victorious^agonies of martyrs 
and saints, the deeds and triumphs of just and pious nations, 
doing valiantly through faith against the enemies of Christ ; 
to deplore the general relapses of kingdoms and states from 
justice and God's true worship. Lastly, whatsoever in religion 
is holy and sublime, in virtue amiable or grave, whatsoever 
hath passion or admiration in all the changes of that which 
is called fortune from without, or the wily subtleties and 
refluxes of man's thoughts from within ; all these things 
with a soHd and treatable smoothness to paint out and de- 
scribe. * * * * Neither do I think it shame to covenant 
with any knowing reader, that for some few years yet I may 
go on trust with him toward the payment of what I am now 
indebted, as being a work not to be raised from the heat of 
youth, or the vapours of wine ; like that which flows at 
waste from the pen of some vtdgar amourist, or the trencher 
fury of a rhyming parasite j nor to be obtained by the in- 
vocation of dame Memory and her siren daughters, but by 
devout prayer to that Eternal Spirit, who can enrich with 
all utterance and knowledge, and sends out his seraphim, 
with the hallowed fire of his altar, to touch and purify the 
lips of whom he pleases : to this must be added industrious 
and select reading, steady observation, insight into all 
seemly and generous arts and affairs ; till which, in some 
measure, be compassed at mine own peril and cost, I 
refiise not to sustain this expectation from as many as are 
not loth to hazard so much credulity upon the best pledges 
that I can give them." 

It was under the influence of these ambitious, and yet 
devout aspirations, that Milton prepared to quit the shores of 
Italy without prosecuting his travels to Greece, and to take 
his part in the great transactions on which the destiny of his 
country was suspended. Before he left, however, he visited 
as he himself informs us, the illustrious Galileo, then in ol 
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age and poverty, and spirit-broken by the merciless perse- 
cntion of the Komish church. We have, unfortunately, no 
record of the particulars of this interview ; but it is natural 
to suppose that a spectacle so impressively sad must have 
intensified Milton's sense of the miseries and mischiefs 
which result from arming any ecclesiastical body with the 
powers of the State. 

On arriving in England he was informed of the prema- 
ture death of his friend Deodati, and paid to his memory the 
" meed of a melodious tear," in a Latin monody written in 
the pastoral style. In this he again intimates his determi- 
nation to perpetuate his name by the composition of an epic 
poem. At this time, however, he had not formed the 
grander conception which he ultimately developed. His 
thoughts were as yet turned solely to early British history ; 
— ^he resolved that his poem should be of national interest ; 
and declared that his hopes would be satisfied if his fame 
should be bounded by the British seas. 

Milton's first fixed residence was in London, at a lodging 
which he hired in St.^Bride's church-yard, where he received 
the two sons of his sister, Edward and John Philips, for the 
purpose of education. Dr. Johnson, who wrote his Life of 
Milton under a morbid anxiety to find something to dis- 
parage and to censure, and whose malignity increased with 
his disappointments, thus notices the event just recorded : — 
" Let not our veneration for Milton forbid us to look with 
some degree of merriment on great promises and small per- 
formance ; on the man who hastens home, because his coun- 
trymen are contending for their liberty, and when he 
reaches the scene of action, vapours away his patriotism in 
a private boarding-school. This is 'the period of his life 
from which all his biographers seem inclined to shrink. 
They are unwilling that Milton should be degraded to a 
school-master — ^which no wise man will consider in itself 
disgraceful." It is painftd to contemplate, in such evidences 
as this, the littleness of Johnson's character in contrast with 
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the acknowledged greatness and Tigonr of his intellectnal 
powers, the extent of his learning, the patience of his in- 
dustry, and the unquestionable value of the works which 
resulted from this rare combination. The " great promisee" 
to which Dr. Johnson refers, were all contained in the fol- 
lowing simple statement : — " When I was preparing to pass 
over into Sicily and Greece, the melancholy intelligence 
which I received of the civil commotions in England made 
me alter my purpose ; for I thought it base to be travelling 
for amusement abroad, when my fellow-citizens were fight- 
ing for Hberty at home." K the writer considered that 
these words committed Milton to the necessity of shoulder- 
ing his musket and marching off to the scene of conflict, 
his foolish error might have been corrected by the language 
of Milton himself, in his * Second Defence of the People of 
England,* which it is quite probable Johnson never read. 
" Relying on the assistance of God, they indeed repelled 
servitude with the most justifiable war ; and though I claim 
no share of their peculiar praise, I can easily defend myself 
against the charge (if any charge of that nature should be 
brought against me) of timidity or of indolence. For I did 
not for any other reason decline the toils and dangers of 
war than that I might in another way, with much more 
eflBcacy, and with not less danger to myself, render assist- 
ance to my countrymen, and discover a mind neither 
shrinking from adverse fortune, nor actuated by any im- 
proper fear of calumny or of death. Since from my child- 
hood, I had been devoted to the more liberal studies, and 
was always more powerful in my intellect than in my body, 
avoiding the labours of the camp, in which any robust 
common soldier might easily have surpassed me, I betook 
myself to those weapons which I could wield with the most 
effect, and I conceived that I was acting wisely when I thus 
brought my better and more valuable faculties, those which 
constituted my principal strength and consequence, to the 
assistance of my country and her most honourable cause." 
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Jolmson, indeed, speaks of his yeneratioii for Milton; 
though it must be evident to every one who is intimately 
acquainted with their characters, that the biographer was 
destitute both of the mental and moral qualities which 
alone could enable him to appreciate the noble character of 
the poet ; and while he sneers at the school as a " wonder- 
working academy," because it was Milton's, he obligingly 
seeks to rescue that employment from contempt, because he 
himself happened to have been engaged in it. 

The convulsion of the times, which was now approaching 
its crisis, withdrew the mind of Milton from its cherished 
object, — the pursuit of poetry and literature, and impelled 
him to the front ranks of that controversial fiuy which, in 
the then unexpected result, proved to be the all-important 
and decisive conflict. The contest between Charles and his 
people — the history and sequel of which will be memorable 
so long ajs the greatness of human nature shall rise against 
political and spiritual despotism, and so long as the infirmity 
of that nature shall allow of the pitiable sequence of reac- 
tion — was the battle not of powers, but of principles. And 
while Milton never doubted of the prowess or the success of 
the forces banded against the tyrant in the field, he felt that 
the opposition was directed against the palpable, material 
results of those principles, which were themselves but 
scantily imderstood. His sagacious mind foresaw that 
while the external machinery was removed, the motive 
power might remain; and that one engine of tyranny might 
be displaced, only to make room for another, which, veiled 
under an illusory name, might be mightier for mischief. 
Hence his great purpose was to avail himself of the position 
he held in advance of his age, in order to prepare his coun- 
trymen for the future, and to enable them, by a wise cogniz- 
ance of the signs of the times, to evade the perils of the 
storm without splitting on the rocks that beset the harbour. 

In this most critical position of public affairs, he has 
recorded, and thus enabled us to present, in his own Ian- 
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guage, the facts and feelings hj which his course was 
guided. " I returned to my native country,"* he says, " after 
an absence of one year and about three months, at the time 
when Charles, having broken the peace, was renewing what 
is called the episcopal war with the Scots, in which the 
royalists, being routed in the first encounter, and the English 
being universally and justly disaffected, the necessity of his 
affairs at last obliged him to convene a parliament. As soon 
as I was able, I hired a spacious house in the city for myself 
and my books; where I again, with rapture, renewed my liter- 
ary pursuits, and where I awaited the issue of the contest, 
which I trusted to the wise conduct of Providence, and to 
the courage of the people. The vigour of the parliament 
had begun to humble the pride of the bishops. As long as 
the liberty of speech was no longer subject to control, all 
mouths began to be opened against the bishops ; some com- 
plained of the vices of the individuals, others of those of 
the order. They said that it was unjust that they alone 
should differ from the model of other reformed churches ; 
that the government of the church should be according to 
the pattern of other churches, and particularly the Word of 
God. This awakened all my attention and my zeal. I saw 
that a way was opening for the establishment of real liberty ; 
that the foimdation was laying for the deliverance of man 
from the yoke of slavery and superstition ; that the prin- 
ciples of religion, which were the first objects of our care, 
would exert a salutary influence on the manners and consti- 
tution of the republic ; and as I had, from my youth, studied 
the distinctions between religious and civil rights, I per- 
ceived that if I ever wished to be of use, I ought at least 
not to be wanting to my country, to the church, and to so 
many of my fellow-Christians, in a crisis of so much danger ; 
I therefore determined to relinquish the other pursuits in 
which I was engaged, and to transfer the whole force of my 

* ' The Second Defence of the People of England.' Prose Works, 
vol. i. p. 86 7. 
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talents and my industry to this one important object. I 
accordingly wrote two books to a friend, concerning the 
reformation of the Chnrch of England." 

That the prosecution of this purpose was distastefiil to 
him, and only undertaken under an imperious sense of duty, 
we learn from his own acknowledgment; for he laments that 
he was forced " to interrupt the pursuit of his hopes, and 
to leave a calm and pleasing solitariness, fed with cheerful 
and confident thoughts, to embark on a troubled sea of 
noises and hoarse disputes, from beholding the bright coun- 
tenance of truth in the quiet and still air • of delightful 
studies." And, again : " For surely to every good and peace- 
able man, it must, in nature, needs be a hateful thing to be 
the displeaser and molester of thousands; much better 
would it like him, doubtless, to be the messenger of glad- 
ness and contentment, which is his chief intended business 
to all mankind, but that they resist and oppose their own 
true happiness. But when God commands to take the 
trumpet, and blow a dolorous or a jarring blast, it lies not 
in man's will what he shall say, or what he shall conceal. 
If he shall think to be silent, as Jeremiah did, because of 
the reproach and the derision he met with daily, * and 
all his familiar friends watched for his halting,* to be re- 
venged on him for speaking the truth, he would be forced 
to confess as he confessed : * His word was in my heart as a 
burning fire shut up in my bones : I was weary with for- 
bearing, and could not stay.' ♦ * * * Lastly, I should not 
choose this manner of writing, wherein, knowing myself 
inferior to myself — led by the genial power of nature to 
another task, I have the use, as I may account, but of 
my left hand." * 

In describing the train of reasoning pursued in the two 
books " Of Keformation in England, and the Causes that 

• * The Reason of Church Goyemment urged against Prelacy.* 
Prose Works, vol. ii pp. 474, 477. 
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hitherto have hindered it," I shall adopt, with but little 
alteration, the brief but complete analysis of Toland. In 
the first, he points out what were, during and subsequent to 
the reign of Henry VIII., the real impedim^ts to a perfect 
reformation in this kingdom. These he reduces imder two 
principal heads — the retention of popish ceremonies, and 
the confiding to diocesan bishops illegitimate powers from 
which the people were excluded. " Our ceremonies," he 
says, " are senseless in themselves, and serve for nothing 
but either to faciKtate our return to popery, or to hide the 
defects of better knowledge, or to set off the pomp of pre- 
lacy." With regard to the bishops, he affirms that, " at the 
beginning, though they had removed the pope, they hugged 
the popedom, and shared the authority among themselves." 
That, in King Edward VI.'s time, ** they were, with their 
prostitute gravities, the common stoles to coimtenance every 
politic fetch that was then on foot. If a toleration for mass 
was to be begged of the king for his sister Mary, lest 
Charles V. should be angry, who but the grave prelates, 
Cranmer and Ridley, should be sent to extort it from the 
young king ? But out of the mouth of that godly and royal 
child, Christ himself returned such an awful repulse to 
these halting and time-serving prelates, that, after much 
bold importunity, they went their way, not without shame 
and tears. When the Lord Sudley, Admiral of England, 
was wrongfully to lose his life, no man could be found fitter 
than Latimer to divulge, in his sermon, the forged accusa- 
tions laid to his charge, to defame him with the people. 
Cranmer, one of the king's executors, and the other bishops 
did, to gratify the ambition of a traitor, consent to exclude 
from the succession, not only Mary the papist, but also 
Elizabeth the protestant, though before declared by them- 
selves the lawful issue of their late master." In Queen 
Elizabeth's reign, he imputes the obstruction of a further 
reformation still to the bishops ; and then proceeds to prove, 
from antiquity, that all ecclesiastical elections belonged to 
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the people ; but tliat if those ages had favoured episcopacy, 
we should not be much concerned, since the best times were 
extensively infected with error, the best men of those times 
foully tainted, and the best writings of those men danger- 
ously adulterated. These propositions he labours to prove 
at large, and thus concludes : " But I trust they for whom 
God hath reserved the honour of reforming this church, will 
easily perceive their adversary's drift in thus calling for 
antiquity. They fear the plain field of the Scriptures ; the 
chase is too hot ; they seek the dark, the bushy, the tangled 
forest ; they would imbosk ; they feel themselves struck in 
the transparent streams of Divine truth ; they would plimge 
and tumble, and think to lie hid in the foul weeds and 
muddy waters where no plummet can reach the bottom. 
But let them beat themselves like whales, and spend their 
oil till they be dragged ashore : though wherefore should 
ministers give them so much line for shifts and delays? 
Wherefore should they not urge only the Gospel, and hold 
it ever in their faces, like a mirror of diamond, till it dazzle 
and pierce their misty eyeballs, — ^maintaining the honour of 
its absolute sufficiency and supremacy inviolable ?" 

In the second book, he continues his discourses of prelati- 
cal episcopacy, and displays the poKtical aspect of the 
system, which he shows to be always opposed to liberty. 
He deduces its history from its remotest origin, and proves 
that, " in England particularly, it is so far from being, as 
commonly alleged, the only form of church discipline agree- 
able to monarchy, that the mortallest diseases and convul- 
sions of the government did ever proceed from the craft of 
the prelates, or were occasioned by their pride." 

Having thus indicated the general scope of this treatise, 
I shall endeavour to bring the reader better acquainted with 
it, by selecting a few passages which best convey an impres- 
sion of Milton's controversial powers and style, which most 
clearly develop his ecclesiastical principles, and which are 
best calculated to attach to the prose writings of Milton a 
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greater amount of attention than they have ever as yet 
received. 

He naturally commences with the first g^rand defection 
from the simplicity of the Christian religion — the papal 
apostacy ; and after lamenting its fraud of " deceivable tra- 
ditions, its beggary of old cast rudiments, and its sensual 
idolatry," he adds, "Attributing purity or impurity to 
tMngs indifferent, that they might bring the inward acts of 
the spirit to the outward and customary eye-service of the 
body, as if they could make God earthly and fleshly, be- 
cause they could not make themselves heavenly and spiritual ; 
they began to draw down all the Divine intercourse betwixt 
God and the soul, yea, the very shape of God himself, into 
an exterior and bodily form, urgently pretending a necessity 
and obligement of joining the body in a formal reverence 
and worship circumscribed ; they hallowed it, they fimied 
it, they sprinkled it, they bedecked it, not in robes of pure 
innocency, but of pure linen, with other deformed and fan- 
tastic dresses, in palls and miti'es, gold, and gewgaws fetched 
from Aaron's old wardrobe, or the flamen*s vestry : then was 
the priest set to con his motions and his postures, his litur- 
gies and his lurries, till the soul, by this means of over- 
bodying herself, given up justly to fleshly delights, bated 
her wing apace downward : and finding the ease she had 
from her visible and sensuous colleague, the body, in per- 
formance of religious duties, her pinions now broken, and 
flagging, shifted off from herself the labour of high soaring 
any more, forgot her heavenly flight, and left the dull and 
droiling carcase to plod on in the old road, and drudging 
trade of outward conformity." 

From these general considerations, Milton descends to 
the two great particulars and the erroneous views which 
have most distracted the church ever since his day, viz., the 
sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper, and the rela- 
tion which its pretended priesthood sustains towards them. 
This point he dismisses with brevity, but in terms pregnant 
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with instruction to the present generation. " Then was 
baptism chaoged into a kind of exorcism, and water, sancti- 
fied by Christ's institute, thought little enough to wash off 
the original spot, without the scratch or cross impression of 
a priest's forefinger : and that feast of free grace and adop- 
tion to which Christ invited his disciples to sit as brethren, 
and co-heirs of the happy covenant, which at that table was 
to be sealed to them, even that feast of love and heavenly- 
admitted fellowship, the seal of filial g^ace, became the 
subject of horror, and glouting adoration, pageanted about 
like a dreadful idol ; which sometimes deceives well-mean- 
ing men, and beg^Ues them of their reward, by their volun- 
tary humility : which, indeed, is fleshly pride, preferring a 
foolish sacrifice, and the rudiments of the world, as St. Paul 
to the Colossians explaineth, before a savoury obedieilce to 
Christ's example." 

From the shadow of these mournful considerations Milton 
emerges with an evident sense of elation and relief to cele- 
brate the glorious, though partial, revival of religious truth 
which had been witnessed by the age immediately preceding 
his own. "But to dwell no longer in characterizing the 
depravities of the church, and how they sprung and how 
they took increase ; when I recall to mind at last, after so 
many dark ages, wherein the huge overshadowing train of 
error had almost swept all the stars out of the firmament of 
the church ; how the bright and blissful Reformation (by 
divine power) struck through the black and settled night of 
ignorance and anti-christian tyranny, methinks a sovereign 
and reviving joy must needs rush into the bosom of him 
that reads or hears j and the sweet odour of the returning 
gospel imbathe his soul with the fragrancy of heaven. Then 
was the sacred Bible sought out of the dusty comers where 
profane falsehood and neglect had thrown it, the schools 
opened, divine and human learning raked out of the embers 
of forgotten tongues, the princes and cities trooping apace to 
the new-erected banner of salvation ; the martyrs, with the 
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irresistible might of weakness, shaking the powers of dark- 
ness, and scorning the fiery rage of the old red dragon." 

From hence he descends, as has been seen from the fore- 
going analysis, to the grand obstacles of the Keformation ; 
and after noticing the conduct of Henry "VHI. as a mere 
struggle for an unhallowed supremacy, and the political ob- 
structions which impeded the great work in the reign of Ed- 
ward VI., he continues, with reference to the bishops of that 
age : — " It was not episcopacy that wrought in them the hea- 
venly fortitude of martyrdom, as little is it that martyrdom 
can make good episcopacy; but it was episcopacy that led 
the good and holy men, through the temptation of the enemy, 
and the snare of this present world, to many blameworthy 
and opprobrious actions. And it is still episcopacy that 
before all our eyes worsens and slugs the most learned and 
seeming religious of our ministers, who no sooner advanced 
to it, but, like a seething pot set to cool, sensibly exhale and 
reek out the greatest part of that zeal and those gifts which 
were formerly in them, settling in a skinny congealment of 
ease and sloth at the top : and if they keep their learning 
by some potent sway of nature, it is a rare chance; but 
their devotion most commonly comes to that queazy temper 
of lukewarmness, that gives a vomit to God himself. 

" But why do we suffer mis-shapen and enormous prelatism 
as we do, thus to blanch and varnish her deformities with 
the fair colours, as before of martyrdom, so now of episco- 
pacy ? They are not bishops, God and all good men know 
they are not, that have filled this land with late confusion 
and violence ; but a tyrannical crew and corporation of im- 
postors, that have blinded and abused the world so long 
under that name. He that, enabled with gifts from God, 
and the lawftd and primitive choice of the church assembled, 
in convenient number, faithfully from that time forward 
feeds his parochial flock, has his co-equal and compres- 
byterial power to ordain ministers and deacons by public 
pi-ayer and vote of Christ's congregation, in like sort as he 
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himself was ordained, and is a true apostolic bishop. But 
when he steps up into the chair of pontifical pride, and 
changes a moderate and exemplary house for a misgoverned 
and haughty palace, spiritual dignity for carnal precedence, 
and secular high office and employment for the high nego- 
tiations of his heavenly embassage, then he degrades, then 
he iinbishops himself; he that makes him bishop, makes 
him no bishop." 

Milton next comments on a subject to which recent events 
have given a special interest, — the revision of the liturgy, 
a task committed to a mmiber of moderate Divines, properly 
so called, as he intimates, being " neither hot nor cold," 
the result of which, under such a queen (Elizabeth) and at 
such a time, was naturally but the reproduction of " the sour 
crudities of yesterday's popery." The locus pcenitentice thus 
afforded to those of the clergy who were still imbued with 
the spirit of popery, while for obvious reasons they refused 
allegiance to its power, did not escape the simple-minded 
sagacity of Milton. It is remarkable, however, that this 
capital defect in the constitution of the Anglican church, has 
to a great extent been smothered and concealed by its 
members, until these latter days when the increased strength 
of non-conformity on the one hand, and the leavening influ- 
ence of religion on a portion of the clergy, has excited an 
opposition which has openly revealed it. After proving 
horn, ancient church history the rightful authority of the 
christian laity in the appointment of their bishops or pastors, 
and pointing out the mischiefs occasioned in the first in- 
stance by the acts of Constantine in linking the Christian 
church with the State, and by the spirit of Constantine, in so 
far as it has influenced every succeeding generation, he thus 
moumftdly applies his remarks to the persecutions which in 
his own day rankly germinated from this root of bitterness. 

" O, Sir, if we could but see the shape of our dear mother 
England as poets are wont to give a personal form to what 
they please, how would she appear, think ye, but in a 

E 
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tremes is only justifiable in matters which are morally indif- 
ferent ; but that in such a case as this, involving the most 
sound considerations, " we ought to hie us from evil like a 
torrent, and rid ourselves of corrupt discipline, as we would 
shake fire out of our bosoms." He traces the multiplied 
evils which prelacy had produced in England for nearly 
twelve hundred years, and shows that in proportion to the 
political power possessed by the priesthood, have ever been 
the corruption and decay of religion, the demoralization of 
the age, and the perpetration of every species of cruelty. 
After a majestic description of the terrors of legitimate spi- 
ritual discipline, he thus contrasts them with the coarse and 
unauthorized powers clamoured for by the sordid selfishness 
of the bishops : — 

" Sir, would you know what the remonstrance of these 
men would have, what their petition implies ? They entreat 
us that we would not be weary of those insupportable griev- 
ances that our shoulders have hitherto cracked under ; they 
beseech us that we would think them fit to be our justices 
of peace, our lords, our highest officers of state, though they 
come furnished with no more experience than they learnt 
between the cook and the manciple, or more profoundly at 
the college audit, or the regent house, or, to come to their 
deepest insight, at their patron's table ; they would request 
us to endure still the rustUng of their silken cassocks, and that 
we would burst our midrifi*s, rather than laugh to see them 
under sail in all their lawn and sarcenet, their shrouds and 
tackle, with a geometrical rhomboides upon their heads ; they 
would bear us in hand that we must of duty still appear 
before them once a year in Jerusalem, Hke good circumcised 
males and females, to be taxed by the poll, to be sconced our 
head-money, our twopences, in their chanderly shop-book of 
Easter. They pray us that it would please us to let them 
still hale us, and worry us with their ban dogs and pursui- 
vants ; and that it would please the parliament that they 
may yet have the whipping, fleecing, and flaying of us in 
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their diabolical courts, to tear the flesh from our bones, and 
into OUT wide wounds, instead of balm, to pour in the oil 
of tartar, vitriol, and mercury; surely, a right-reasonable, 
innocent, and soft-hearted petition! O the relenting bowels 
of the fathers ! Can this be granted them, unless God have 
smitten us with frenzy from above, and with a dazzling 
giddiness at noonday ? " 

It is a grand peculiarity of Milton's mind that in its most 
intense excitement it rises to an elevation from which mate- 
rial and temporal things are invisible ; and only regains its 
calnmess after a rapt sojourn among the grandeurs that are 
" unseen and eternal." When contemplating from the dis* 
tance of years the composition of an epic poem which should 
immortalize his name and illustrate the literature of his 
country, he placed its scene amidst the romantic traditions of 
ancient Britain. But when the inspiration came, monarchs, 
Druids, and bards were forgotten together j and, obeying a 
higher vocation, " he passed the flaming bounds of space and 
time." It is under a similar influence that, with his imagi- 
nation kindled and expanded, as he gained ampler views of 
the glorious possibilities of a state of perfect religious free- 
dom, he closes with the following sublime and perhaps un- 
rivalled invocation : — 

"Thou, therefore, that sittest in light and glory unap- 
proachable. Parent of angels and men ! next, thee I implore, 
Omnipotent King, Redeemer of that lost remnant whose 
nature thou didst assume — ineffable and everlasting love ! 
and thou, the third subsistence of Divine infinitude, illuming 
Spirit, the joy and solace of created things ! — one Impersonal 
Godhead ! look upon this thy poor and almost spent and 
expiring church : leave her not thus a prey to those impor- 
tunate wolves that wait and think long till they devour thy 
tender flock ; these wild boars that have broke into thy vine- 
yard, and left the print of their polluting hoofs on the souls of 
thy servants. O let them not bring about their damned de- 
signs that stand now at the entrance of the bottomless pit, 
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expecting the watchword to open and let out those dreadfol 
locusts and scorpions, to re-involve us in that pitchy cloud of 
infernal darkness, where we shaU never more see the sun of 
thy truth again, never hope for the cheerful dawn, never 
more hear the hird of morning sing ! Be moved with pity 
at the afflicted state of this our shaken monarchy, that now 
lies labouring under her throes, and struggling against the 
grudges of more dreaded calamities. 

"O Thou, that, after the impetuous rage of five bloody inun- 
dations, and the succeeding sword of intestine war, soaking 
the land in her own gore, didst pity the sad and ceaseless 
revolution of our swift and thick-coming sorrows : when we 
were quite breathless, of thy free grace didst motion peace 
and terms of covenant with us ; and having first well nigh 
freed us from antichristian thraldom, didst bmld up this 
Britannic empire to a glorious and enviable height, with all 
her daughter islands about her : stay us in this felicity; let 
not the obstinacy of our half obedience and will-worship 
bring forth that viper of sedition, that for these fourscore 
years hath been breeding to eat through the entrails of our 
peace ; but let her cast her abortive spawn without the 
danger of this travailing and throbbing kingdom ; that we 
may still remember, in our solemn thanksgiving, how for us 
the northern ocean, even to the frozen Thule, was scattered 
with the proud shipwrecks of the Spanish Armada ; and the 
very maw of hell ransacked, and made to give up her con- 
cealed destruction, ere she could vent it in that horrible and 
damned blast. 

" O how much more glorious will those former deliverances 
appear, when we shall know them not only to have saved 
us from greatest miseries past, but to have reserved us for 
greatest happiness to come ! Hitherto thou hast but freed 
us, and that not fully, from the unjust and tyrannous claim 
of thy foes ; now unite us entirely, and appropriate us to 
thyself; tie us everlastingly in willing homage to the 
prerogative of thy eternal throne. 
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^ And now we know, O Thou our most certain hope and de- 
fence, that thy enemies have been consulting all the 8(»rceries 
of the great whore, and have formed their plots with that 
sad intelligencing tyrant that mischiefs the world with his 
mines of Ophir, and lies thirsting to revenge his naval ruins 
that have larded our seas; but let them all take counsel 
together, and let it come to nought; let them decree, and do 
Thou cancel it; let them gather themselves, and be scattered ; 
let them embattle themselves, and be broken; let them 
embattle, and be broken, for Thou art with us. 

"Then, amidst the hymns and hallelujahs of saints, some 
one may perhaps be heard offering at high strains in new 
and lofty measure to sing and celebrate thy divine mercies 
and marvellous judgments in this land throughout all ages ; 
whereby this great and warlike nation, instructed and inured 
to the fervent and continual practice of truth find righteous- 
ness, and casting far from her the rags of her whole vices, 
may press onward to that high and happy emulation to be 
found the soberest, wisest, and most Christian people at that 
day when Thou, the eternal and shortly-expected King,shalt 
open the clouds to judge the several kingdoms of the world; 
and, distributing national honours and rewards to religious 
and just commonwealths, shalt put an end to all earthly 
tyrannies, proclaiming thy imiversal and mild monarchy 
through heaven and earth ; where they, undoubtedly, that, 
by their labours, counsels, and prayers, have been earnest for 
the common good of religion and their country, shall receive, 
above the inferior orders of the blessed, the regal addition of 
principalities, legions, and thrones, into their glorious titles, 
and in supremacy of beatific vision progressing the deathless 
and irrevoluble circle of eternity, shall clasp inseparable 
hands with joy and bliss, in overmeasure for ever. 

" But they, contrary, that, by the impairing and diminution 
of the true faith, the distresses and servitude of their country, 
aspire to high dignity, rule, and promotion here, after a 
shameful end in this life (which God grant them), shpill be 
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thrown down eternally into the darkest and deepest g^ of 
hell, where, under the despiteful control, the trample, and 
spurn of all the other damned, that, in the ang^h of their 
torture, shall have no other ease than to exercise a raving 
and bestial tyranny over them as their slaves and negroes, 
they shall remain in that plight for ever, the basest, the 
lowermost, the most dejeoted, most imderfoot, and down- 
trodden vassals of perdition ! " 



CHAPTEE V. 



MILTON PUBLISHES HIS TKEATISES " ON PRELATICAL EPISCOPACTt," 
AND " THE REASON OF CHURCH GOVERNMENT URGED AGAINST PRE- 
LACY," IN ANSWER TO BISHOP HALL AND ARCHBISHOP USHER — 
CRITICISM ON THEIR STYLE — ^ANALYSIS OF BOTH TREATISES. 



While the two Books on Keformation in England were 
hailed by that increasing portion of the British community 
to whom the Anglican church had become execrable through 
the frantic ferocity of Laud, and the transfasion of his spirit 
through the clergy at large, they stimulated some of the 
wiser and better adherents of that church to the only kind 
of opposition which had even a remote chance of success. 
The first result was the production of a treatise entitled 
" An Humble Remonstrance to the High Court of Parlia- 
ment," from the pen of Bishop Hall : and the publication 
about the same time of Archbishop Usher's work, "The 
Apostolical Institution of Episcopacy." These works drew 
from Milton prompt replies ; one being entitled, " Of Prela- 
tical Episcopacy," and the other, " The Keason of Church 
Government urged against Prelacy." As literary produc- 
tions, these tracts are thus characterised by Dr. Symmons: 
"Like his former controversial productions, they are dis- 
tinguished by force, acuteness, and erudition ; but their lan- 
guage, though bearing a greater appearance of artifice and 
labour, is still evidently that of a man more conversant with 
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the authors of Greece and Home, than with those of his 
own country, and seems to he formed without sufficient at- 
tention to the genius of his native tongue. This ohservation 
will apply, with very diminished force, to some of his 
succeeding compositions: hut in all of them there is an 
occasional recurrence of foreign idioms and of a classic 
inversion of phrase, not properly admissihle in a language 
in which prepositions supply the place and office of in- 
flexions." 

It cannot he denied that there is much justice in this oh- 
servation J and it is probable that the very partial and select 
popularity which Milton's prose writings have enjoyed, is 
mainly traceable to this feature in his style. Still it must 
neither be attributed to affectation, nor to a defect of nicety 
of perception and taste. It must be recollected that the Latin 
language and literature were as familiar to Milton as his 
own; that through life he adopted that language in much of 
his private and all his public correspondence, as well as in 
the composition of those of his works for which he desired 
a European notoriety ; and that the natural consequence of 
this was an unconscious appropriation of its forms shnilar to 
that which every one who has sojourned long in a foreign 
country must have observed in himself. Upon the argu- 
ment of this controversy, Dr. Symmons's remarks are not 
quite so correct : " The point at issue between these polemics 
was the divine or the human origin of episcopacy, as a pe- 
culiar order in the church, distinct in kind and pre-eminent 
in degree. That an officer with the title of Episcopus, or Over- 
seer, (coiTupted first by our ancestors into bigcop, and after- 
wards softened into bishop,) had existed in the church from 
its first construction by the apostles, was a fact which could 
not be denied : but while this officer was asserted by one 
party to have been nothing more than the president of the 
elders, he was affirmed by the other to have been elevated 
above these elders or presbyters by essential privileges, by a 
separate as well as by a superior jurisdiction." 
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A perasal of tlie opening passage of the treatiBe on Prela- 
tical Episcopacy, will show where the Doctor's misconcep- 
tion Ues. " Episcopacy," says Milton,* " as it is taken for an 
order in the chnrch above a presbyter, or, as we commonly 
name him, the minister of a congregation, is either of divine 
constitution or of human. K only of human, we have the 
same hiuuan privilege that all men have ever had since 
Adam, being bom free, and in the mistress island of all the 
British, to retain this episcopacy, or to remove it, consult- 
ing with our own occasions and conveniences, and for the pre- 
vention of our own dangers and disquiets, in what best man- 
ner we can devise, without running at a loss, as we must 
needs in those stale and useless records of either uncertain 
or unsound antiquity ; which, if we hold fast to the grounds 
of the reformed church, can neither skill of us, nor we of it, 
so oft as it would lead us to the broken reed of tradition. If 
it be of Divine constitution, to satisfy us fully in that, the 
Scripture only is able, it being the only book left us of Divine 
authority, not in anything more Divine than in the all-suf- 
ficiency it hath to furnish us, as with all other spiritual 
knowledge, so with this in particular — setting out to us a 
perfect man of God, accomplished to all the good works 
of his charge : through all which book can be nowhere, 
either by plain text or solid reasoning, found any difference 
between a bishop and a presbyter, save that they be two 
names to signify the same order." 

The Treatise, " Of Prelatical Episcopacy," is throughout a 
close tissue of argumentation, but Kttle relieved by those 
sudden gleams and fervid flashes of eloquence which throw 
lustre over his other productions. In his reasoning, he closely 
follows the track of his opponents, exposing the fallacious 
traditions by which prelacy is supported, through " the in- 
digested heap and fry of authors which they call antiquity." 
He clearly shows, first, the small amount of credit to be at- 
tached to those writers to whom his antagonists were accus- 

♦ Prose Works, vol. ii. p. 421. 



60 JOHN MILTON. 

tolned to appeal. " I will not stand to argue," he says, " as yet 
with fair allowance I might, that we may as justly suspect 
there were some bad and sHppery men in that council, as we 
know there are wont to be in our convocations; nor shall I 
need to plead at this time, that nothing hath been more 
attempted, nor with more subtlety brought about, both an- 
ciently by other heretics, and modemly by papists, than to 
falsify the editions of the councils, of which we have none 
but &om our adversaries' hands, whence canons, acts, and 
whole spurious councils are thrust upon us; and hard it 
would be to prove in all, which are legitimate, against the 
lawful rejection of an urgent and free disputer. But this I 
purpose not to take advantage of; for what avails it to 
wrangle about the corrupt editions of councils, whenas we 
know that many years ere this time, which was almost five 
hundred years after Christ, the councils themselves were 
foully corrupted with ungodly prelatism, and so far plunged 
into worldly ambition as that it stood them upon long ere 
this to uphold their now well-tested hierarchy by what fair 
pretext soever they could, in like manner as they had now 
learned to defend many other gross corruptions by as ancient 
and supposed authentic tradition as episcopacy ? And what 
hope can we have of this whole council to warrant us a 
matter, four hundred years at least above their time, con- 
cerning the distinction of bishop and presbyter, whenas we 
find them such blind judges of things before their eyes, in 
their decrees of precedency between bishop and bishop, 
acknowledging Rome for the apostolic throne, and Peter, in 
that see, for the rock, the basis, and the foundation of the 
Catholic church and faith, contrary to the interpretation 
of more ancient fathers ? " * 

He next shows, by successive references to Ignatius, Poly- 
carp, Polycrates, Irenseus, TertuUian, and Clement of Alex- 
andria, that their testimonies were inconsistent with each 
other, and utterly insufficient to establish the facts for which 

* Prose Works, vol. ii. p. 423. 
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they are adduced. After demolisliing the authority of Igna- 
tius, he dismisses him with the following passage : — " Had 
God ever intended that we should have sought any part of 
useful instruction from Ignatius, douhtless he would not 
have so ill-provided for our knowledge, as to send him to our 
hands in this broken and disjointed plight ; and if he in- 
tended no such thing, we do injuriously in thinking to taste 
better the pure evangelic manna, by seasoning our mouths 
with the tainted scraps and fragments of an unknown 
table; and searching among the verminous and polluted rags 
dropped overworn from the toiling shoulders of time, with 
these deformedly to quilt and interlace the entire, the spot- 
less, and undecaying robe of truth, the daughter, not of time, 
but of Heaven, only bred up here below in Christian hearts, 
between two grave and holy nurses, the doctrine and disci- 
pline of the gospel."* 

In estimating the value of Tertullian's evidence, he says : 
" We grant them bishops, we grant them worthy men, we 
grant them placed in several churches by the apostle; we 
grant that Irenseus and Tertullian afl&rm this ; but that they 
were placed in a superior order above the presbytery, show 
frx)m all these words why we should grant. It is not enough 
to say the apostle left this man bishop in Home, and 
that other in Ephesus ; but to show when they altered their 
own decree set down by St. Paul, and made all the presby- 
ters underlings to one bishop. But suppose Tertullian had 
made an imparity where none was originally, should he 
move us, that goes about to prove an imparity between God 
the Father and God the Son, as these words import in his 
book against Praxeas ? — * The Father is the whole substance, 
but the Son a derivation, and portion of the whole, as he 
himself professes, "Because the Father is greater than me." ' 
Believe him now for a faithful relater of tradition, whom 
you see such an unfaithful expounder of the Scripture. Be- 
sides, in his time, all allowable tradition was now lost. For 

♦ Prose Works, vol. ii. p. 428. 
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this same author, whom you bring to testify the ordination 
of Clement to the bishopric of Home by Peter, testifies also, 
in the beginning of his treatise eonceming chastity, that the 
Bishop of Home did then nse to send forth his edicts by the 
name of Pontifex Maximns, and Episcopns Episcopormn, 
Chief Priest, and Bishop of Bishops : for shame then do not 
urge that authority to keep up a bishop, that will necessa- 
rily engage you to set up a pope."* 

The treatise concludes with the following animated re- 
buke of those who would "set up their ephod and teraphim 
of antiquity against tlie brightness and perfection of the 
gospel :" — " Lastly, I do not know, it being undeniable that 
there are but two ecclesiastical orders (bishops and deacons) 
mentioned in the gospel, how it can be less than impiety to 
make a demur at that which is there so perspicuous, con- 
fronting and paralleling the sacred verity of St Paul with 
the offals and sweepings of antiquity. Christ has pro- 
nounced that no tittle of his word shall fall to the ground : 
and if one jot be alterable, it is as possible that all should 
perish ; and this shall be our righteousness, our ample war- 
rant, and strong assurance, both now and at the last day, 
never to be ashamed of, against all the heaped names of an- 
gels and martyrs, councils and fathers, urged upon us, if we 
have given ourselves up to be taught by the pure and living 
precept of God's word only ; which, without more additions, 
nay, with a forbidding of them, hath within itself the pro- 
mise of eternal life, the end of all our wearisome labours 
and all our sustaining hopes." f 

" The Eeason of Church Government urged against Pre- 
lacy" is a more extended treatise, and fax more richly cha- 
racterised by the genius of Milton than that on " Prelatical 
Episcopacy." It commences with some general considerations 
on church government, among which we find the following 

* Prose Works, vol. ii. pp. 422, 423. 
+ Ibid, vol ii. p. 487. 
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noble passage on discipline:* ** And certainly discipline is 
not only the removal of disorder ; but if any visible shape 
can be given to divine things, the very visible shape and 
image of virtue, whereby she is not only seen in the regular 
gestures and motions of her heavenly paces as she walks, 
but also makes the harmony of her voice audible to mortal 
ears. Yea, the angels themselves, in whom no disorder is 
feared, as the apostle that saw them in his rapture describes, 
are distinguished and quatemioned into their celestial 
princedoms and satrapies, according as God himself has writ 
his imperial decrees through the great provinces of heaven. 
The. state also of the blessed in paradise, though never so 
perfect, is not therefore left without discipline, whose golden 
surveying reed marks out and measures every quarter and 
circuit of New Jerusalem. Yet is it not to be conceived, that 
those eternal effluences of sanctity and love in the glorified 
saints should by this means be confined and cloyed with re- 
petition of that which is prescribed, but that our happiness 
may orb itself into a thousand vagancies of glory and delight, 
and with a kind of eccentrical equation, be, as it were, an 
invariable planet of joy and felicity; how much less can we 
believe that God would leave his frail and feeble, though not 
less beloved, church here below, to the perpetual stumble of 
conjecture and disturbance in this our dark voyage, without 
the card and compass of discipline ? "f 

And here, it may be allowable to notice, in passing, an 
objection brought against our author by one of his greatest 
admirers, and certainly the most acute and judicious editor 

♦ Prose Works, vol. ii. p. 442. 

+ This language will remind tbe reader of Hooker's mach-admired 
passage on law, which for the sake of comparison I shall subjoin with- 
out comment : — " The seat of law is the bosom of God; her voice the 
harmony of the world : all things in heaven and earth do her homage ; 
the very least as feeling her care, the greatest as not exempt from her 
power : — ^both angels and men, and creatures of what condition soever, 
though each in different sort and manner, yet all with uniform con- 
sent, admiring her as the mother of their peace and joy." — Ecolesiasr 
tical Polity, Book I. adjinem. 
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of his prose writings, Mr. St. John. " It is surprising," he 
says, " Milton should have taken this view of the matter, 
since every section of the Christian church has a different 
form of government. To contend for uniformity in this 
matter, would be to re-establish the papacy ; for without 
the infallibility of the pope there is obviously no deciding 
what form of church government is prescribed in the gospel. 
Simply, in my opinion, because no form of church govern- 
ment is there prescribed." This reasoning, I think, fairly 
admits of two replies. First, if no form of church govern- 
ment at all is prescribed in the Scriptures, then all objection 
to the papacy itself, as a system of church government, falls 
to the ground ; and, secondly, although many particulars 
of ecclesiastical discipline are left to Christian liberty and 
discretion, to be regulated, in many instances, by the neces- 
sity of the case, yet negatively so much is taught as to leave 
little to be desired by the greatest lover of uniformity. The 
omission of prelatical distinctions in the church would of 
itself be tantamount to a prohibition, even if we were not 
abundantly supplied with general principles applicable to 
nearly every variety of circumstance. Let any one, for 
example, compare the words of the apostle — " Call no man 
master on earth : for one is your Master, even Christ; and 
all ye are brethren" — with the system of prelatical domina- 
tion in every phase it has exhibited throughout its long and 
disastrous history, and he will not need to search further for 
the decision of Scripture. 

The appeals of the supporters of prelacy to the Old Testa- ( 
ment, which had recently been re-produced by the primate 1 
of Armagh, Milton thus deals with : " The primate, in his ' 
discourse about the original of episcopacy newly revised, 
begins thus : * The ground of episcopacy is fetched partly 
from the pattern prescribed by God in the Old Testament, 
and partly from the imitation thereof brought in by the 
apostles.' Herein I must entreat to be excused of the 
desire I have to be satisfied how, for example, the ground of 
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episcopacy is fetched partly from example of the Old Testa- 
ment, by whom next, and by whose authority. Secondly, 
how the church government under the gospel can be rightly 
called an imitation of that in the Old Testament ; for that 
the gospel is the end and fulfilling of the law, our liberty also 
from the bondage of the law, I plainly read. How then the 
ripe age of the gospel should be put to school again, and 
learn to govern herself from the infancy of the law, the 
stronger to imitate the weaker, the freeman to follow the 
captive, the learned to be lessoned by the rude, will be a 
hard undertaking to evince from any of those principles 
which either art or inspiration hath written.'i* ^ 

Milton next addresses himself to the most cherished dogma I 
of his opponents — that the system of prelacy secures tmi- 
formity of opinion, and represses the " sin of schism." The 
passages which are necessary to put the reader in full pos- 
session of Milton's argument, though long, must be intro- 
duced, as an example of the overwhelming momentum of 
his controversial eloquence : — " Do they keep away schism ? 
If to bring a numb and chill stupidity of soul, an unactive 
blindness of mind, upon the people by their leaden doctrine, 
or no doctrine at all ; if to persecute all knowing and zeal- 
ous Christians by the violence of their courts, be to keep 
away schism, they keep schism away indeed : and by this 
kind of discipline all Italy and Spain is as purely and poli- 
tically kept from schism as England hath been by them. 
With as good a plea might the dead-palsy boast to a man. 
It is I that free you from stitches and pains, and the trouble- 
some feeling of cold and heat, of wounds and strokes : if I 
were gone, all these would molest you. The winter might 
as well vaunt itself against the spring, I destroy all noisome 
and rank weeds, I keep down all pestilent vapours ; yes, 
and all wholesome herbs, and all fresh dews, by your violent 
and hide-bound frost: but when the gentle west winds shall 
open the fruit&l bosom of the earth, thus overgirded by 

♦ Prosti Works, voL ii. p. 460. 
F 
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your imprisonment, then the flowers put forth and spring, 
and then the sun shall scatter the mists, and the manuring 
hand of the tiUer shall root up all that burdens the soil 
without thank to your bondage. But far worse than any 
frozen captivity is the bondage of prelates ; for that other, 
if it keep down anything which is good within the earth, 
so doth it likewise that which is ill ; but these let out freely 
the ill, and keep down the good, or else keep down the lesser 
ill, and let out the greatest. Be ashamed at last to tell the 
parliament, ye curb schismatics whenas they know ye cherish 
and side with papists, and are now as it were one party with 
them, and it i% said they help to petition for ye. Can we 
believe that your government strains in good earnest at the 
petty gnats of schism, whenas we see it makes nothing to 
swallow the camel heresy of Rome, but that indeed your 

throats are of the right pharisaical strain If we go 

down, say you, (as if Adrian's wall were broken,) a flood of 
sects will rush in. What sects ? What are their opinions? 
Give us the inventory. It will appear both by your former 
prosecutions and your present instances, that they are only 
such to speak of, as are offended with your lawless govern- 
ment, youf ceremonies, your liturgy, an extract from the 
mass-book translated. But that they should be contemners of 
public prayer, and churches used without superstition, I tr\ist 
God will manifest it ere long to be as false a slander as your 
former slanders against the Scots. Noise it till ye be hoarse, 
that a rabble of sects will come in ; it will be answered ye. 
No rabble, sir priest ; but an unanimous multitude of good 
protestants will then join to the church, which now, because 
of you, stand separated. This will be the di-eadM conse- 
quence of your removal. As for those terrible names of 
sectaries and schismatics, which ye have got together, we 
know your manner of fight: when the quiver of your argu- 
ments, which is ever thin and weakly stored, after the first 
brunt is quite empty, your course is to betake ye to your 
other quiver of slander, wherein lies your best archery. And 
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whom you could not move by sophistical arguing, them you 
think to confute by scandalous misnaming ; thereby inciting 
the blinder sort of people to mislike and deride sound doc- 
trine and good Christianity, under two or three vile and 
hateful terms. But if we could easily endure and dissolve 
your doughtiest reasons in argument, we shall more easily 
bear the worst of your unreasonableness in calunmy and 
false report : especially being foretold by Christ, that if he 
our master was by your predecessors called Samaritan and 
Beelzebub, we must not think it strange if his best disciples 
in the reformation, as at first by those of your tribe they 
were called Lollards and Hussites, so now by you be termed 
Puritans and Brownists. But my hope is, that the people 
of England will not suffer themselves to be juggled thus 
out of their faith and religion by a mist of names cast before 
tlieir eyes, but will search wisely by the Scriptures, and look 
quite through this fraudulent aspersion of a disgraceful 
name into the things themselves : knowing that the primi- 
tive Christians in their times were accounted such as are 
now called Familists and Adamites, or worse. And many 
on the prelatic side, like the church of Sardie, have a name 
to live, and yet are dead ; to be protestante, and are indeed 
papists in most of their principles. Thus persuaded, this 
your old fallacy tee shall soon unmask, and quickly appre- 
hend how you prevent schism, and who are your schismatics. 
But what if we prevent and hinder all good means of pre- 
venting schism ? That way which the apostles used, was to 
call a council : from which, by anything that can be learned 
ftt)m the fifteenth of the Acts, no faithfrd Christian was de- 
barred, to whom knowledge and piety might give entrance. 
Of such a council as this every parochial consistory is a 
right homogeneous and constituting part, being in itself, as 
it were, a little synod, and towards a general assembly 
moving upon her own basis in an even and firm prog^ssion, 
as those smaller squares in battle unite in one great cube, 
the main phalanx, an emblem of truth and stedfiEUstness. 
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Whereas, on the other side, prelacy ascending by a gradual 
monarchy from bishop to archbishop, from thence to primate, 
and from thence, for there can be no reason yielded neither 
in nature nor in religion, wherefore, if it have lawftilly 
mounted thus high, it should not be a lordly ascendant in 
the horoscope of. the church, from primate to patriarch, and 
so to pope: I say, prelacy thus ascending in a continual 
pyramid upon pretence to perfect the church's unity, if not- 
withstanding it be found most needfrd, yea, the utmost help 
to dam up the rents of schism by calling a council, what 
does it but teach us that prelacy is of no force to effect this 
work, which she boasts to be her masterpiece ; and that her 
pyramid aspires and sharpens to ambition, not to perfection 
or unity ? This we know, that as often as any great schism 
disparts the church, and synods be proclaimed, the presby- 
ters have as great right there, and as free vote of old, as the 
bishops, which the canon law conceals not. So that prelacy, 
if she will seek to close up divisions in the church, must be 
forced to dissolve and unmake her own pyramidal figure, 
which she affirms to be of such uniting power, whenas 
indeed it is the most dividing and schismatical form that 
geometricians know of, and must be fain to inglobe or in- 
cube herself among the presbyters ; which she hating to do, 
sends her haughty prelates from all parts with their forked 
mitres, the badge of schism, or the stamp of his cloven foot 
whom they serve, I think, who, according to their hierarchies 
acuminating still higher and higher in a cone of prelacy, 
instead of healing up the gashes of the church, as it hap- 
pens in such pointed bodies meeting, fall to gore one an- 
other with their sharp spires for upper place and pre- 
cedence, till the council itself proves the greatest schism of 

all I could put you in mind what counsel Clement, a 

fellow-labourer with the apostles, gave to the presbyters of 
Corinth, whom the people, though unjustly, sought to re- 
move. * "Who among you,* saith he, * is noble-minded, who 
is pitiful, who is charitable ? let him say thus, If for me this 
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sedition, this enmity, these differences he, I willingly depart, 
I go my ways ; only let the flock of Christ he at peace with 
the preshyters that are set over it. He that shall do this,' 
saith he, * shall get him great honour in the Lord, and all 
places will receive Imn.* This was Clement's counsel to 
good and holy men, that they should depart rather from their 
just office than by their stay to ravel out the seamless gar- 
ment of concord in the church. But I have better counsel 
to give the prelates, and far more acceptable to their ears ; 
this advice, in my opinion, is fitter for them : Cling fast to 
your pontifical sees, bate not, quit yourselves like barons, 
staled to the utmost for your haughty [courts and votes in 
parliament. Still tell us, that you prevent schism, though 
schism and combustion be the very issue of your bodies, 
your first-bom j and set your country a bleeding in a pre- 
latical mutiny, to fight for your pomp, and that ill-favoured 
weed of temporal honour, that sits dishonourably upon your 
laic shoulders ; that ye may be fat and fleshy, swoln with 
high thoughts and big with mischievous designs, when God 
comes to visit upon you all this fourscore years' vexation of 
his church under your Egyptian tyranny. For certainly of 
all those blessed souls which you have persecuted, and those 
miserable ones which you have lost, the just vengeance does 
not sleep." * 

In the commencement of the second book of the " Eeason / 
of Church Government urged against Prelacy," Milton re- 
cords those particulars respecting his education and conti- 
nental travels which have been already presented to the 
reader. Eecurring to his subject, he next points out three 
cardinal respects in which prelacy stands opposed to Christi- 
anity. The first of these is, that its lordly assumptions are 
at variance with the precepts and example of the Great 
Author of Christianity, who "came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister." The second is, that the pomp and 
ceremony of prelacy are equally at variance with the genius 

* Prose Works, vol. iL pp. 462—468. 
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and design of the Christian religion ; and the third, " that 
prelatical jurisdiction opposeth the reason and end of the 
gospel and of state." 

On this last topic, Milton writes with the intensest fer- 
vour which the ecclesiastical corruption and infernal malice 
of persecution he witnessed in his own day, could kindle. 
He shows that no civil or magisterial jurisdiction was 
ever conferred on the church, but only the powers of 
spiritual censure, and describes the terrors of these func- 
tions as compared with the contemptible mockery of dis- 
cipline exhibited by the prelates, in one of the most 
remarkable passages to be found in his writings. After 
supposing the case of a Christian who had not only fallen 
into sin, but shown himself insensible to the reproofs, en- 
treaties, and prayers of his brethren, he adds : " But if 
neither the regard of himself, nor the reverence of his elders 
and friends prevail with hiTn to leave his vicious appetite, 
then as the time urges, such engines of terror God hath 
given into the hand of his minster, as to search the tenderest 
angles of the heart : one while he shakes his stubbornness 
with racking convulsions nigh despair; otherwhiles with 
deadly corrosives he gripes the very roots of his j&iulty liver 
to bring him to life through the entry of death. Hereto the 
whole church beseech him, beg of him, deplore him, pray 
for him. After all this performed with what patience and 
attendance is possible, and no relenting on his part, having 
done the utmost of their cure, in the name of God and of the 
church they dissolve their fellowship with him, and holding 
forth the dreadful sponge of excommunication, pronounce 
him wiped out of the list of God's inheritance, and in the 
custody of Satan till he repent. Which horrid sentence 
though it touch neither life nor Hmb, nor any worldly posses- 
sion, yet has it such a penetrating force, that swifter than 
any chemical sulphur, or that lightning which harms not the 
skin, and rifles the entrails, it scorches the inmost soul. Yet 
even this terrible denouncement is left to the church for no 
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other eanse but to be as a rough and vehemeiit cleansing 
medicine, where the malady is obdurate, a mortiiying to life, 
a kind of saving by undoing. And it may be truly said, 
that as the mercies of wicked men are cruelties, so the cruel- 
ties of the church are mercies. For if repentance sent from 
heaven meet this lost wanderer, and draw him out of that 
steep journey wherem he was hasting towards destruction, to 
oome and reconcile to the church, if he bring with him his 
bill of health, and that he is now clear of infection, and of 
no danger to the other sheep ; then with incredible expres- 
.sions of joy all his brethren receive him, and set before him 
those perfumed banquets of Christian consolation ; with pre- 
cious ointments bathing and fomenting the old, and now to 
be forgotten stripes, which terror and shame had inflicted; 
and thus with heavenly solaces they cheer up his humble re- 
morse, till h^ regain his first health and felicity. This is the 
approved way, which the gospel prescribes, these are the 
* spiritual weapons of holy censure, and ministerial warfare, 
not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of 
strong holds, casting down imaginations, and every high 
thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and 
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of 
Christ.' What could be done more for the healing and re- 
claiming that divine particle of God's breathing, the soul ? 
and what could be done less ? he that would hide his faults 
from such a wholesome curing as this, and count it a twofold 
pimishment, as some do, is like a man that having foul dis- 
eases about him, perishes for shame, and the fear he has of 
a rigorous incision to come upon his flesh. "We shall be able 
by this time to discern whether prelatical jurisdiction be con- 
trary to the gospel or no. First, therefore, the government of 
the gospel being economical and paternal, that is, of such a 
family where there be no servants, but all sons in obedience, 
not in servility, as cannot be denied by him that lives but 
within the sound of scripture; how can the prelates justify 
to have turned the fatherly orders of Christ's household, the 
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blessed meekness of his lowly roof, those ever-open and 
inviting doors of his dwelling-house, which delight to be 
frequented with only filial access ; how can they justify to 
have turned these domestic privileges into the bar of a proud 
judicial court, where fees and clamours keep shop and drive 
a trade, where bribery and corruption solicits, paltering the 
free and moneyless power of discipline with a carnal satis- 
faction by the purse ? CJontrition, humiliation, confession, 
the very sighs of a repentant spirit, are there sold by the 
penny. That undeflowered and unblemishable simplicity of 
the gospel, not she herself, for that could never be, but a 
false-whited, a lawny resemblance of her, like that airbom 
Helena in the fables, made by the sorcery of prelates, instead 
of calling her disciples from the receipt of custom, is now 
turned publican herself; and gives up her body to a mer- 
cenary whoredom under those fornicated arches, which she 
calls God's house, and in the sight of those her altars, which 
she hath set up to be adored, makes merchandise of the 
bodies and souls of men. Rejecting purgatory for no other 
reason, as it seems, than because her greediness cannot defer, 
but had rather use the utmost extortion of redeemed penances 
in this life."* 

In conclusion, Milton thus declares the enslaving and ruin- 
ous influence of prelacy on the state and the monarch, and 
pleads for its entire extinction. " I shall show briefly, ere I 
conclude, that the prelates, as they are to the subjects a ca- 
lamity, so are they the greatest underminers and betrayers 
of the monarch, to whom they seem to be most favourable. 
I cannot better liken the state and person of a king than to 
that mighty Nazarite Samson ; who being disciplined from 
his birth in the precepts and the practice of temperance and 
sobriety, without the strong drink of injurious and excessive 
desires, grows up to a noble strength and perfection with 
those his illustrious and sunny locks, the laws, waving and 
curling about his godlike shoulders. And while he keeps 
* Prose Works, vol. ii. pp. 498—600. 



" EEASON OF CHTJKCH GOVERNBiENT," ETC. 73 

them about him midiminished and unshorn, he may with the 
jawbone of an ass, that is, with the word of his meanest officer, 
suppress and put to confusion thousands of those that rise 
against his just power. But laying down his head among 
the strumpet flatteries of prelates, while he sleeps and thinks 
no harm, they wickedly shaving off all those bright and 
weighty tresses of his law, and just prerogatives, which 
were his ornament and strength, deliver him over to indirect 
and violent counsels, which, as those Philistines, put out the 
fair and far-sighted eyes of his natural discerning, and make 
him grind in the prisonhouse of their sinister ends and 
practices upon him : tiU he, knowing this prelatical razor 
to have bereft him of his wonted might, nourish again 
his puissant hair, the golden beams of law and right ; and 
they sternly shook, thunder with ruin upon the heads of 
those his evil counsellors, but not without great affliction to 
himself. .... For the which, and for all their former mis- 
deeds, whereof this book and many volumes more cannot con- 
tain the moiety, I shall move ye, lords, in the behalf I dare 
say of many thousand good Christians, to let your justice 
and speedy sentence pass against this great malefactor, pre- 
lacy. And yet in the midst of rigour I would beSeech ye 
to think of mercy ; and such a mercy, (I fear I shall over- 
shoot with a desire to save this falling prelacy,) such a 
mercy (if I may venture to say it) as may exceed that which 
for only ten righteous persons would have saved Sodom. 
Not that I dare advise ye to contend with God, whether he 
or you shall be more merciful, but in your wise esteems to 
balance the offences of those peccant cities with these enor- 
mous riots of ungodly misrule, that prelacy hath wrought 
both in the church of Christ, and in the state of this king- 
dom. And if ye think ye may with a pious presumption 
strive to go beyond God in mercy, I shall not be one now 
that would dissuade ye. Though God for less than ten just 
persons would not spare Sodom, yet if you can find, after 
due search, but only one good thing in prelacy, either to reli- 
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gion or civil government, to king or parliament, to prince or 
people, to law, liberty, wealth, or learning, spare her, let her 
live, let her spread among ye, till with her shadow all your 
dignities and honours, and all the glory of the land be 
darkened and obscured. But, on the contrary, if she be 
found to be malignant, hostile, destructive to all these, as 
nothing can be surer, then Jet your severe and impartial 
doom imitate the divine vengeance ; rain down your punish- 
ing force upon this godless and oppressing government, and 
bring such a dead sea of subversion upon her, that she may 
never in this land rise more to afflict the holy reformed 
church, and the elect people of God." * 

• Prose Works, vol. ii pp. 606—^08. 



CHAPTEK VI. 

MILTON PUBLISHES HIS " ANIMADVERSIONS ON THE REMONSTRANTS* 
defence" — THE MOST STRIKING PASSAGE FROM THIS WORK — THE 
EPISCOPALIAN CLAIM TO THE RIGHT OF ORDINATION — ^APPEARANCE 
OF THE "modest CONFUTATION" — ^MILTON REPLIES IN THE " APO- 
LOGY FOR SMECTYMNUUS" — ANALYSIS OF THE WORK — DEFENCE OF 
THE PARLIAMENTiv-RELICS OF ROME IN THE ANGLICAN CHURCH. 

It was, as has been mentioned before, a spiteful expression 
of Dr. Johnson, that Milton " vapoured away his patriotism in 
a private boarding-school." So far is this jBrom the truth, 
that, in the year 1641, immediately after his return to Eng- 
land, and in the thirty-third year of his age, he produced no 
fewer than five treatises on the most important subject that 
agitated the minds of that day. His two books of " Re- 
formation in England," his " Treatise on Prelatical Episco- 
pacy," and that entitled the " Reason of Church Govern- 
ment urged against Prelacy," have already been considered. 
The fifth remains to be noticed. A pamphlet had been pub- 
lished, written by five presbyterian ministers, and entitled 
" Smectymnuus," a word formed with the initial letters of the 
names of the authors, Stephen Marshall, Edmund Calamy, 
Thomas Young, Matthew Newcomen, and William Spurston. 
This treatise excited no ordinary degree of attention, and 
elicited a reply &om Bishop Hall, under the title of a "De- 
fence of the Remonstrance." This second appearance of 
Bishop Hall on the arena of controversy again summoned 
Milton from his more cherished pursuits : he replied in a 
work, entitled " Animadversions on the Remonstrants' De- 
fence." It was thrown into the form of a dialogue, one 
part of which is sustained by the author, while the other 
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is put into the mouth of his opponent, and drawn from his 
" Defence of the Remonstrance." 

This style of composition afforded an opportunity which 
Milton was not slow to embrace, of visiting his antagonist 
with that severity which, in too many instances, defaced the 
controversies of the day. Of his triumphant mastery over 
the Bishop, no unprejudiced reader can entertain a doubt ; 
though it must be admitted that in this, as in some other of 
Milton's controversial writings, his asperity, occasionally 
descending to coarseness, was less consistent with his own 
dignity, than with the deserts of his antagonist. He, how- 
ever, did not content himself with ebull^ons of indignant 
satire, and with " scattering about him the instruments of 
pain." The " Animadversions" contain some majestic pas- 
sages, the animation of which is inspired not by the malig- 
nity of the attack, but by the grandeur of ihe subject, and 
the magnitude of the interests imperilled. One of these 
is *so characteristic of the genius of Milton^ when led by 
the habit of his mind to vent its excitement in expatiating 
on the grandest subjects of human contemplation, that it 
cannot be omitted in this place. 

**In this age, Britons, God hath reformed his church 
after many hundred years of popish corruption ; in this 
age he hath freed us from the intolerable yoke of prelates 
and papal discipline; in this age he hath renewed our 
protestation against all those yet remaining dregs of super- 
stition. Let us all go, every true protested Briton, through- 
out the three kingdoms, and render thanks to God the 
Father of light, and Fountain of heavenly grace, and to his 
Son Christ our Lord, leaving this Remonstrant and his ad- 
herents to their own designs ; and let us recount even here 
without delay, the patience and long-suffering that God hath 
used towards our blindness and hardness time after time. 
For he being equally near to his whole creation of mankind, 
and of free power to turn his beneficent and fatherly regard 
to what region or kingdom he pleases, hath yet ever had this 
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island under the special indulgent eye of his providence ; 
and pitying us the first of all other nations, after he had 
decreed to purify and renew his church that lay wallowing 
in idolatrous pollutions, sent first to us a healing messenger 
to touch softly our sores, and carry a gentle hand over our 
wounds : he knocked once and twice, and came again opening 
our drowsy eyelids leisurely by that glimmering light which 
Wickliff and his followers dispersed; and still taking off by 
degrees the inveterate scales &om our nigh-perished sight, 
purged also our deaf ears, and prepared them to attend his 
second warning trumpet in our grandsire's days. How else 
could they have been able to have received the sudden 
assault of his reforming Spirit, warring against human prin- 
ciples, and carnal sense, the pride of flesh, that still cried 
up antiquity, custom, canons, councils, and laws, and cried 
down the truth for novelty, schism, profanenesis, and sacri- 
, lege ? whenas we that have lived so long in abundant light, 
besides the sunny reflection of all the neighbouring churches, 
have yet our hearts riveted with those old opinions, and so 
obstructed and benumbed with the same fleshly reasonings, 
which in our forefathers soon melted and gave way, against 
the morning beam of reformation. If God had left undone 
this whole work, so contrary to flesh and blood, till these 
times, how should we have yielded to his heavenly call 
had we been taken, as they were, in the starkness of our 
ignorance; that yet, after all these spiritual preparatives and 
purgations, have our earthly apprehensions so clammed and 
furred with the old leaven ? O if we freeze at noon after 
their early thaw, let us fear lest the sun for ever hide himself 
and turn his orient steps from our ingrate^ horizon, justly 
condenmed to be eternally benighted! Which dreadful 
judgment, thou the ever-begotten Light and perfect Image 
of the Father ! intercede, may never come upon us, as we 
trust thou hast ; for thou hast opened our difficult and sad 
times, and g^ven us an unexpected breathing after our long 
cppressions : thou hast done justice upon those that tyran- 
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nized over us, while some men wavered and admired a vain 
shadow of wisdom in a tongue nothing slow to utter guile, 
though thou hast taught us to admire only that which is 
good, and to count that only praiseworthy, which is grounded 
upon thy divine precepts. Thou hast discovered the plots, 
and frustrated the hopes, of all the wicked in the land, and 
put to shame the persecutors of thy church: thou hast made 
our false prophets to be found a lie in the sight of all the 
people, and chased them with sudden confusion and amaze- 
ment before the redoubled brightness of thy descending cloud, 
that now covers thy tabernacle. Who is there that cannot 
trace thee now in thy beamy walk through the midst of thy 
sanctuary, amidst those golden candlesticks, which have long 
suffered a dimness amongst us through the violence of those 
that had seized them, and were more taken with the mention 
of their gold than of their starry light; teaching the doctrine 
of Balaam, to cast a stumbling-block before thy servants, 
commanding them to eat things sacrificed to idols, and forc- 
ing them to fornication ? Come therefore, O thou that hast 
the seven stars in thy right hand, appoint thy chosen priests 
according to their orders and courses of old, to minister 
before thee, and duly to press and pour out the consecrated 
oil into thy holy and ever-burning lamps. Thou hast sent 
out the spirit of prayer upon thy servants over all the land 
to this effect, and stirred up their vows as the sound of many 
waters about thy throne. Every one can say, that now cer- 
tainly thou hast visited this land, and hast not forgotten the 
utmost comers of the earth, in a time when men had thought 
that thou wast gone up from us to the furthest end of the hea- 
vens, and hadst left to do marvellously among the sons of 
these last ages ! O perfect and accomplish thy glorious acts! 
for men may leave their works unfinished, but thou art a 
God, thy name is perfection : shouldst thou bring us thus 
far onward from Egypt, to destroy us in this wilderness, 
though we deserve, yet thy great name would suffer in tb 
rejoicing of thine enemies, and the deluded hope of all tl 
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servants. When thou hast settled peace in the church, and 

righteous judgment in the kingdom, then shall all thy saints 

address their voices of joy and triumph to thee, standing on 

the shore of that Hed Sea into which our enemies had almost 

driven us. And he that now for haste snatches up a plain 

ungamished present as a thankoffering to thee, which could 

not be deferred in regard of thy so many late deliverances 

wrought for us one upon another, may then perhaps take up 

a harp, and sing thee an elaborate song to generations. In 

that day it shall no more be said as in scorn, this or that 

was never held so till this present age, when men have better 

learnt that the times and seasons pass along under thy feet 

to go and come at thy bidding : and as thou didst dignify our 

fathers' days with many revelations above all the foregoing 

ages, since thou tookest the flesh j so thou canst vouchsafe 

to us (though unworthy) as large a portion of thy Spirit as 

thou pleasest: for who shall prejudice thy all-governing 

will? seeing the power of thy grace is not passed away with 

the primitive times, as fond and faithless men imagine, but 

thy kingdom is now at hand, and thou standing at the door. 

Come forth out of thy royal chambers, O Prince of all the 

kings of the earth ! put on the visible robes of thy imperial 

majesty, take up that unlimited sceptre which thy Almighty 

Father hath bequeathed thee ; for now the voice of thy bride 

calls thee, and all creatures sigh to be renewed!"* 

One other passage, written in a different vein, and disposing 
of the episcopalian claim to the right of ordination, must also 
be presented to the reader before dismissing the "Animadver- 
sions tipon the Remonstrants' Defence." " As for ordination, 
what is it, but the laying on of hands, an outward sign or 
symbol of admission ? It creates nothing, it confers nothing ; 
it is the inward calling of God that makes a minister, and his 
own painful study and diligence that manures and improves 
his ministerial gifts. In the primitive times, many, before 
ever they had received ordination from the apostles, had done 

* Prose Works, voL iii. pp. 70, 72. 
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the church noble service, as Apollos and others. It is bat 
an orderly form of receiving a man already fitted, and com- 
mitting to him a particular charge; the employment of 
preaching is as holy, and &r more excellent ; the care also 
and judgment to be used in the winning of souls, which is 
thought to be sufficient in every worthy minister, is an ability 
above that which is required in ordination ; for many may 
be able to judge who is fit to be made a minister, that would 
not be found fit to be made ministers themselves ; as it will 
not be denied that he may be the competent judge of a neat 
picture, or elegant poem, that cannot limn the like. Why, 
therefore, we should constitute a superior order in the church 
to perform an office which is not only every minister's ftinc- 
tion, but inferior also to that which he has a confessed right 
to, and why this superiority should remain thus usurped, 
some wise Epimenides tell us. Now for jurisdiction, this 
dear saiat of the prelates, it will be best to consider, first, 
what it is : that sovereign Lord, who in the discharge of his 
holy anointment from God the Father, which made him 
supreme bishop of our souls, was so humble as to say, ' Who 
made me a judge, or a divider over ye ? ' hath taught us 
that a churchman's jurisdiction is no more but to watch over 
his flock in season, and out of season, to deal by sweet and 
efficacious instructions, gentle admonitions, and sometunes 
rounder reproofs : against negligence or obstinacy, will be 
required a rousing volley of pastoral threatenings ; against 
a persisting stubbornness, or the fear of a reprobate sense, a 
timely separation from the flock by that interdictive sen- 
tence, lest his conversation unprohibited, or unbranded, 
might breathe a pestilential murrain into the other sheep. 
In sum, his jurisdiction is to see the thriving and prospering 
of that which he hath planted : what other work the pre- 
lates have found for chancellors and suffragans, delegates 
and officials, with all the hell-pestering rabble of sumners 
and apparitors, is but an invasion upon the temporal magis- 
trate, and affected by them as men that are not ashamed of 
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the ensign and banner of antichrist. But true evangelical 
jurisdiction or discipline is no more, as was said, than for a 
minister to see to the thriving and prospering of that which 
he hath planted. And which is the worthiest woii: of these 
two— to plant as every minister's office is equally with the 
bishops, or to tend that which is planted, which the bHnd 
and undisceming prelates call jurisdiction, and would ap- 
|n<opriate to themselves as a business of higher dignity? 
Have patience, therefore, a little, and hear a law case. A 
certain man of large possessions had a fair garden, and kept 
therein an honest and laborious servant, whose skill and pro- 
fession was to set or sow all wholesome herbs, and delightM 
flowers, according to every season, and whatever else was to 
be done in a well-husbanded nursery of plants and fruits. 
Now, when the time was come that he should cut his hedges, 
prune his trees, look to his tender slips, and pluck up the 
weeds that hindered their growth, he gets bim up by 
break of day, and makes account to do what was needful in 
his garden : and who would think that any other should 
know better than he how the day's work was to be spent ? 
Yet, for all this, there comes another strange gardener, that 
never knew the soil, never handled a dibble or spade, to set 
the least potherb that grew there, much less had endured an 
hour's sweat or chilliness, and yet challenges as his right 
the binding or unbinding of every flower, the clipping of 
every bush, the weeding and worming of every bed, both in 
that and all other gardens thereabout. The honest gardener, 
that ever since the day-peep, till now the sun was grown 
somewhat rank, had wrought painfully about his banks and 
seedplots, at his commanding voice turns suddenly about 
with some wonder; and although he could have well be- 
teemed to have thanked him for the ease he proffered, yet, 
loving his own handywork, modestly refused him ; telling 
him withal, that, for his part, if he had thought much of his 
own pains, he could for once have committed the work to 
one of his fellow-labourers, forasmuch as it is well known 

G 
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to be a matter of less skill and less labour to keep a garden 
handsome, than it is to plant it, or contrive it ; and that he 
had already performed himself. No, said the stranger, this 
is neither for you nor yom* fellows to meddle "with, but for 
me only, that am for this purpose in dig^ty far above you ; 
and the provision which the lord of the soil allows me in this 
office is, and that with good reason, tenfold your wages. 
The gardener smiled, and shook his head ; but what was de- 
termined, I cannot tell you till the end ©f this Parliament,"* 

Early in the year 1642 appeared an anonymous reply to 
the "Animadversions," supposed to have been written by the 
son of the prelate (Bishop Hall) with whom Milton had 
dealt so unsparingly. It bore the title of " a Modest Con- 
futation against a Slanderous and Scurrilous Libel," and 
was evidently written under the strongest impulse of 
resentment. The writer heaped upon Milton the most 
atrocious and unfounded calumnies, and the degree of 
malignity he displayed may be estimated by a single 
passage, in which he called upon all Christians to stone 
his opponent " as a miscreant whose impunity would be their 
crime." This drew from Milton his " Apology for Smec- 
tymnuus j" which was published in the year 1642, and, in ac- 
cordance with the nature of the attacks which occasioned it, 
was to a considerable extent a vindication of himself. Still 
it must ever occupy a high rank among the prose works of 
Milton. " We may well wonder," says Mr. St. John, " that 
out of a gladiatorial controversy of this sanguinary kind, 
anything should have arisen so richly teeming with beauti- 
fal thoughts, so full of youthful and cheering reminiscences — 
so varied, so polished, so vehemently eloquent, as the *Apology 
for Smectymnuus,' which, as a noble and justifiable burst of 
egotism, has never, perhaps, in any language been excelled." 

Milton commences by vindicating his right to take the part 
he had adopted in the great controversy of the day, notwith- 
standing his youthful age, and the fact that the object of his 
hostility was a system which the State had been wont to 

* Prose Works, vol. iiL pp. 78 — 80. 
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(Perish and honour. He next justifies the warmth with 
which he had defended religious liberty, by quoting the 
words of Gregory Nyssen, justifying his asperity in the de- 
fence of his brother Basil. " It was not for himself," he said, 
" but in the cause of his brother ; and in such cases, perhaps, 
it is worthier pardon to be angry than to be cooler." Then 
having cleared himself from the charges of immorality 
brought against his university life, he thus alludes to his 
subsequent studies : — 

" Thus, from the laureat fraternity of poets, riper years 
and the ceaseless round of study and reading led me to the 
shady spaces of philosophy ; but chiefly to the divine volumes 
of Plato, and his equal, Xenophon : where, if I should tell ye 
what I learnt of chastity and love, I mean that which is truly 
so, whose charming cup is only virtue, which she bears in 
her hand to those who are worthy (the rest are cheated 
with a thick intoxicating potion, which a certain sorceress, 
the abuser of love's name, carries about) ; and how the first 
and chiefest office of love begins and ends in the soul, pro- 
ducing those happy twins of her divine generation, know- 
ledge and virtue. With such abstracted sublimities as these, 
it might be worth your listening, readers, as I may one day 
hope to have ye in a still time, when there shall be no 
chiding." 

His opponents had fiirther reproached him for his satirical 

vein, and for those severities against the prelates which he 

designates " libels." In a passing notice of the first charge, 

he shelters himself under the authority of Horace, alluding 

to two passages, one of which occurs in the tenth satire of 

the first book : — 

" Ridiculnm acri 

Fortius et melius magnas plerumque secat res ; " 

and to another in the first satire of the same book: — 

" Quanquam ridentem dicere vemm 

Quid vetat ? ut pueris olim dant crustula blandi. 
Doctores, elementa velint ut discere prima." 

The charge of libelling he thus retorts : — " Neither can 

religion receive any wound by disgrace thrown upon the 
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prelates, since religion and they surely were never in such 
amity. They rather are the men who have wounded reli- 
gion, and their stripes must heal her. I might also tell 
them what Electra, in Sophocles, a wise virgin, answered 
her wicked mother, who thought herself too violently re- 
proved by her the daughter : — 

" 'T is you that say it, not I ; you do the deeds, 
And your ungodly deeds find me the words." 

If, therefore, the Remonstrant complains of libels, it is be- 
cause he feels them to be right aimed. For I ask again, as 
before in the 'Animadversions,' how long is it since he dis- 
relished libels? "We never heard the least mutter of his 
voice against them while they flew abroad without control 
or check, defaming the Scots and Puritans." * 

From justifying himself, he next turns to the Defence of 
the Parliament, whom his opponent had similarly slandered. 
This body he vindicates in the following stately passage : — 

" Now although it be a digression firom the ensuing matter, 
yet because it shall not be said I am apter to blame others 
than to make trial myself, and that I may, after this harsh 
discord, touch upon a smoother string, awhile to entertain 
myself and him that list, with some more pleasing fit, and not 
the least to testify the gratitude which I owe to those public 
benefactors of their country, for the share I enjoy in the 
common peace and good by their incessant labours ; I shall 
be so troublesome to this disclaimer for once, as to show him 
what he might have better said in their praise ; wherein I 
must mention only some few things of many, for more than 
that to a digression may not be granted. Although certainly 
their actions are worthy not thus to be spoken of by the way, 
yet if hereafter it befall me to attempt something more 
answerable to their g^reat merits, I perceive how hopeless it 
will be to reach the height of their praises at the accomplish- 
ment of that expectation that waits upon their noble deeds, 
the unfinishing whereof already surpasses what others before 

♦ Prose Works, vol. iii. p. 133. 
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tKem have left enacted with their utmost performanco 
through many ages. And to the end we may he confident 
that what they do proceeds neither from uncertain opinion 
nor sudden counsels, hut &om mature wisdom, deliherate 
virtue, and dear affection to the puhlic good, I shall hegin 
at that which made them likeliest in the eyes of good men 
to effect those things for the recovery of decayed religion and 
the commonwealth, which they who were hest minded had 
long wished for, but few, as the times were then desperate, 
had the courage to hope for. 

" First, therefore, the most of them being either of ancient 
and high nobility, or at least of known and well-reputed an- 
cestry, which is a great advantage towards virtue one way, 
but in respect of wealth, ease, and flattery, which accompany 
a nice and tender education, is as much a hindrance another 
way ; the good which lay before them they took, in imitat- 
ing the worthiest of their progenitors : and the evils which 
assaulted their younger years by the temptation of riches, 
high birth, and that usual bringing up, perhaps too favour- 
able and too remiss, through the strength of an inbred good- 
ness, and with the help of divine grace, that had marked 
them out for no mean purposes, they nobly overcame. Yet 
had they a greater danger to cope with ; for being trained 
up in the knowledge of learning, and sent to those places 
which were intended to be the seed-plots of piety and the 
liberal arts, but were become the nurseries of superstition 
and empty speculation, as they were prosperous against 
those vices which grow upon youth out of idleness and gu- 
perfluity, so were they happy in working off the harms of 
their abused studies and labours ; correcting, by the clear- 
ness of their own judgment, the errors of their misinstruc- 
tion, and were, as David was, wiser than their teachers. 
And although their lot fell into such times, and to be bred 
in such places, where if they chanced to be taught anything 
good, or of their own accord had learnt it, they might see 
tiiat presently untaught them by the custom and ill example 
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of their elders ; so far in all probability was their youth 
firom being misled by the single power of example, as their 
riper years were known to be unmoved with the baits of pre- 
ferment, and undaunted for any discouragement and terror, 
which appeared often to those that loved religion and their 
native liberty j which two things God hath inseparably knit 
together, and hath disclosed to us, that they who seek to 
corrupt our religion, are the same that would enthral our 
civil Hberty. 

" Thus, in the midst of all disadvantages and disrespects, 
(some also at last not without imprisonment and open dis- 
graces in the cause of their country,) having given proof of 
themselves to be better made and framed by nature to the 
love and practice of virtue, than others under the holiest 
precepts and best examples have been headstrong and prone 
to vice; and having, in all the trials of a firm ingrafted 
honesty, not oftener buckled in the conflict than given every 
opposition the foil : this, moreover, was added by favour from 
Heaven, as an ornament and happiness to their virtue, that 
it should be neither obscure in the opinion of men, nor eclipsed 
for want of matter equal to illustrate itself; God and man con- 
senting in joint approbation to choose them out as worthiest 
above others to be both the great reformers of the Church 
and the restorers of the commonwealth. Nor did they de- 
ceive that expectation which with the eyes and desires of 
their country was fixed upon them : for no sooner did the 
force of so much united excellence meet in one globe of 
brightness and efficacy, but, encountering the dazzled resist- 
ance of tyranny, they gave not over, though their enemies 
were strong and subtle, till they had laid her grovelling up- 
on the fatal block ; with one stroke winning again our lost 
liberties and charters, which our forefathers, after so many 
battles, could scarce maintain. 

" And meeting next, as I may so resemble, with the se- 
cond life of tyranny, (for she was grown an ambiguous mon- 
ster, and to be slain in two shapes,) guarded with supersti- 
tion, which hath no small power to captivate the minds o 
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men otherwise most wise, they neither were taken with her 
mitred hypocrisy, nor terrified with the push of her bestial 
horns, but breaking them, immediately forced her to unbend 
the pontifical brow, and recoil ; which repulse only giren to 
the prelates (that we may imagine how happy their removal 
would be) was the producement of such glorious effects and 
consequences in the Church, that if I should compare them 
i¥ith those exploits of highest feime in poems and panegyrics 
of old, I am certain it would but diminish and impair their 
worth, who are now my argument : for those ancient wor- 
thies dehvered men from such tyrants as were content to 
enforce only an outward obedience, letting the mind be as 
free as it could ; but these have freed us from a doctrine of ty- 
ranny, that offered violence and corruption even to the inward 
persuasion. They set at liberty nations and cities of men, 
good and bad mixed together ; but these, opening the pri- 
sons and dungeons, called out of darkness and bonds the elect 
martyrs and witnesses of their Redeemer. They restored 
the body to ease and wealth ; but these, the oppressed con- 
science to that freedom which is the chief prerogative of the 
gospel ; taking off these cruel burdens imposed not by neces- 
sity, as other tyrants are wont, or the safeguard of their 
Hves, but laid upon our necks by the strange wilfulness and 
wantonness of a needless and jolly persecutor, called Indif- 
ference* Lastly, some of these ancient deliverers have had 
immortal praises for preserving their citizens from a famine 
of com. But these, by this only repulse of an unholy hier- 
archy, almost in a moment replenished with saving know- 
ledge their country, nigh famished for want of that which 
should feed their souls. All this being done while two 
armies in the field stood gazing on : the one in reverence of 
such nobleness quietly gave back and dislodged ; the other, 
spite of the unruliness and doubted fidelity in some regi- 
ments, was either persuaded or compelled to disband and 
retire home."* 

Towards the conclusion of his performance, Milton's 

* Prose Works, vol. iii. pp. 145 — 148. 
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nameless antagonist was induced to interpolate into his 
calumnious attack a vaunting panegyric on the Liturgy, as 
"preserving unity and piety." This elicited the following 
animated reply with reference to unity and piety : — " Nor is 
unity less broken, especially by our Litui^, though this 
author would almost bring the communion of saints to a com- 
munion of liturgical words. For what other reformed church 
holds communion with us by our Liturgy, and does not rather 
dislike it ? And among ourselves, who knows it not to have 
been a perpetual cause of disunion ? Lastly, it hinders piety 
rather than sets it forward, being more apt to weaken the 
spiritual faculties, if the people be not weaned from it in due 
time; as the daily pouring in of hot waters quenches the 
natural heat. For not only the body and the mind, but 
also the improvement of God's Spirit, is quickened by using. 
Whereas they who will ever adhere to liturgy, bring them- 
selves in the end to such a pass, by overmuch learning, as to 
lose even the legs of their devotion." 

After some farther references to the " errors, tautologies, 
and impertinences" of the Liturgy, he concludes with the 
following appeal: — " Hark ye, prelates, is this your glorious 
mother of England, who, whenas Christ hath taught her to 
pray, thinks it not enough unless she add thereto the teaching 
of Antichrist ? How can we believe ye would refuse to take 
the stipend of Borne, when ye shame not to Hve upon the 
almsbasket of her prayers ? Will ye persuade us that ye can 
curse Kome from your hearts, when none but Kome must 
teach ye to pray ? Abraham disdained to take so much as 
a thread or shoe-latchet from the king of Sodom, though no 
foe of his, but a wicked king: and shall we receive our 
prayers at the bounty of our more wicked enemies, whose 
gifts are no gifts, but the instruments of our bane ? Alas ! 
that the Spirit of God should blow as an uncertain wind, 
should so mistake his inspiring, so misbestow his gifts, pro- 
mised only to the elect, that the idolatrous should find words 
acceptable to present to God with, and abound to their 
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^hbours, while the true professors of the gospel can find 
hing of their own worth the constituting, wherewith to 
•ship God in public ! Consider if this be to magnify the 
irch of England, and not rather to display her nakedness 
11 the world. 

If we have indeed given a bill of divorce to popery and 
erstition, why do we not say, as to a divorced wife, 
LOse things which are yours, take them all with you, and 
Y shall sweep after you ! ' Why were we not thus wise 
»ur parting from Rome ? Ah ! like a crafty adulteress, 
forgot not all her smooth looks and enticing words at 
parting: * Yet keep these letters, these tokens, and these 
ornaments. I am' not all so greedy of what is mine; let 
n preserve with you the memory* — of what I am? No, 
— * of what I was ; once fair and lovely in your eyes.' 
LS did those tender-hearted reformers dotingly suffer 
nselyes to be overcome with harlot's language. And she, 
a witch, but with a contrary policy, did not take some- 
ig of theirs, that she still might have power to bewitch 
n, but for the same intent left something of her own 
indher. They object that if we must forsake all that is 
ae's, we must bid adieu to our creed; and I had thought 
creed had been of the apostles, for so it bears title. But 
be hers, let her take it. We can want no creed, so 

G AS WE WANT NOT THE SCRIPTURES." in 



CHAPTER VII. 



MILTON 8 MARRIAGE — IS DESERTED BY HIS WIFE — ^PUBLISHES HIS DOC- 
TRINE AND DISCIPLINE OF DHTORCE — ^EFFECT OF THE EXISTING LAWS 
ON PERSONAL RELIGION — THEIR BEARING ON CHRISTIAN LIBERTT — 
PUBLICATION OF THE JUDGMENT OF MARTIN BUCER CONCERNUTG 
DIVORCE — THE TETRACHORDON — THE COLASTERION. 

In the summer of 1643, occurred one of the few known 
events in Milton's private life. We are informed by Philips, 
his nephew and first biographer, that about Whitsuntide he 
took a journey into the country, which no one about him 
supposed to have any other object than that of recreation. 
After a month's absence, however, he returned with a wife, 
having married Mary Powell, the daughter of a gentleman 
residing at Forest HjLU, near Shotover, in Oxfordshire, who 
held the commission of the peace. No information that has 
descended to us throws any light upon this extraordinary 
connexion. Not only were the Powells heartily attached 
to the cause of Charles I., but their general habits were as 
inconsistent with the notions of Milton as their political 
bias was with his principles ; for it would appear, from the 
brief accounts we have of them, that they indulged in all 
the gay festivity common among the cavaliers of that day. 
So ill-assorted a union was not likely to be productive of 
much happiness to either party. It is probable that the 
studious and religious habits of her husband were dis- 
tasteful to the bride, and perhaps the general character 
of his household was not less so. Having taken a larger 
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and more commodious house in a court leading from Alderch 
g^te-street, he consented to receive into his household some 
other pupils, in addition to his nephews. His aged father, 
also, who, until the spring of 1643, had resided with his 
younger son at Reading, had, on the taking of that town 
by the Earl of Essex, come to reside with the poet, in the 
enjoyment of whose affectionate attentions he spent the 
remaining four years of his life. 

Whatever may have been the causes of the young wife's 
distaste, it is certain that at the expiration of one month 
from her entering on her new establishment, she obtained 
his permission to spend the remainder of the summer at her 
fether's house. This voluntary separation of herself from 
her husband so soon after her marriage, is a sufficient proof 
of her unfitness for, and probably her unworthiness of, such 
a union. But though her leave of absence extended only to 
Michaelmas, there seems little reason to doubt that from 
the first she contemplated nothing less than the final deser- 
tion of her husband. At the expiration of the time limited 
for her absence, Milton wrote to remind her of her engage- 
ment, but to this, as to several other subsequent letters to 
the same purpose, she never replied. The temporary ascend- 
ancy of the monarch's fortunes, by his victories at Ather- 
ston Moor and Lansdowne, had revived the hopes of his 
adherents, and probably furnished motives to the Powell 
family for repudiating the connexion of one of its members 
with so eminent a champion of the Parliamentary party; 
and the consequence was the contemptuous dismission of a 
messenger whom Milton had sent to accompany his wife to 
her proper home. This outrage upon the natural claims 
and the just authority of a husband, at once wounded and 
incensed the mind of Milton, who, instead of the conjugal 
happiness he had anticipated, found himself left "with 
nothing belonging to matrimony but its chain." These cir- 
cumstances induced the injured husband to contemplate 
the ultima ratio of a divorce ; and in order to vindicate his 
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reputation in bo doubtM a matter, and, perhaps, with a 
view to gain the approval of the legislature, he published, 
in 1644, two editions (one anonymously, and one with his 
name) of a treatise entitled " The Doctrine and Discipline 
of Divorce." This he inscribed, with a stately address, to 
the Parliament of his country. 

The " Doctrine and Discipline of Divorce" is probably, of 
all the prose writings of Milton, the least known, and the 
least likely to obtain a ^ture popularity. Yet, as a compo- 
sition, it IB one of the most remarkable that we possess from 
his pen. The subject must be to most men unattractive and 
painful, and* under the social regulations of this country, 
and this age, it is to be hoped that comparatively few would 
be led to peruse it by any more earnest motives than those 
which spring from their literary tastes. It evinces the pro- 
foundest mastery of the question, the most learned research, 
a majestic power of diction and illustration, and (if I may 
use the expression) a most spiritual appreciation of that 
delicate passion which sanctifies the bond of marriage.* 

In my notice of this and three succeeding treatises, I shall 
so far desert the general scheme of this biog^phy, as to 
refrain from reproducing his extended arguments in the 
form of analysis, and shall only present a few passages 
which will convey an idea of the pervading tone and tenour 
of the composition. 



* Mr. St. John, the latest editor of Milton's prose works, commits 
himself to a judgment on this subject, in the following words : — 

" These works on Divorce are full of beauty — of poetical descriptions 
of love — of philosophical investigations — of original ideas and 
images. The whole is pervaded and adorned by an enthusiastic 
spirit of poetry, which constitutes in him the vitality of style. All, 
therefore, who can tolerate a little quaintness and plain speaking, 
and who are not averse from being taught by a somewhat dogmatic 
instructor, can read with pleasure Milton's speculations on divorce, 
which are full of sound wisdom, which may serve to enlighten both 
our legislators and philosophers, if they will be modest enough to 
hstexL and leam," 
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TfiH main thesis is thus laid down : — " To remove, therefore, 
if possihle, this great and sad oppression, which through 
the strictness of a literal interpreting hath invaded and 
disturhed the dearest and most peaceahle estate of house- 
hold society, to the overhurdening, if not the overwhelming, 
of many Christians hetter worth than to he so deserted of 
the Church's considerate care, this position shall he laid 
down, first proving, then answering, what may he objected 
either from Scripture or light of reason. 

" That indisposition, unfitness, or contrariety of mind, 
arising from a cause in nature unchangeable, hindering, and 
ever likely to hinder, the main benefits of conjugal society, 
which are solace and peace ; is a greater reason of divorce 
than natural frigidity, especially if there be no children, 
and that there be mutual consent." 

Aware that his arg^uments were destined to encounter 
much opposition and prejudice, he thus seeks to conciliate 
the unbiased attention of his readers : — " It shall be here 
sought by due ways to be made appear, that those words of 
God in the institution, promising a meet help against lone- 
liness, and those words of Christ, that * his yoke is easy, 
and his burden light,' were not spoken in vain : for if 
the knot of marriage may in no case be dissolved but for 
adultery, all the burdens and services of the law are not so 
intolerable. This only is desired of them who are minded 
to judge hardly of thus maintaining, that they would be 
still, and hear all out, nor think it equal to answer delibe- 
rate reason with sudden heat and noise ; remembering this, 
that many truths now of reverend esteem and credit, had 
their birth and beginning once from singular and private 
thoughts, while the most of men were otherwise possessed ; 
and had the fate at first to be generally exploded and 
exclaimed on by many violent opposers : yet I may err, 
perhaps, in soothing myself, that this present truth revived 
will deserve on all hands to be not sinisterly received, in 
that it undertakes the cure of an inveterate disease crept 
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the Decalogue, she ought to be disbanded, unlesB we must 
set marriage above God and charity, which is the doctrine 
of devils, no less than forbidding to many." 

In the following passage he applies to this subject 
his views of Christian liberty : — 

'^ And, indeed, the papists, who are th^ strictest forbidden 
of divorce, are the easiest libertines to admit of grossest 
uncleanness ; as if they had a design by making wedlock a 
supportless yoke, to violate it most, imder colour of preserve 
ing it most inviolable; and withal delighting (as thmr 
mystery is) to make men the day labourers of their own 
afflictions, as if there were such a scarcity of miseries from 
abroad, that we should be made to melt our choicest home 
blessings, and coin them into crosses, for want whereby 
to hold commerce with patience. If any, therefore, who 
shall hap to read this discourse, hath been tiirough misad- 
venture ill engaged in this contracted evil here complained 
of, and finds the fits and workings of a high impatience 
frequently upon him ; of all those wild words which men 
in misery think to ease themselves by uttering, let hiTw not 
open his lips against the providence of Heaven,* or tax the 
ways of God and his divine truth ; for they are equal, easy, 
and not burdensome ; nor do they ever cross the just and 
reasonable desires of men, nor involve this our portion of 
mortal life into a necessity of sadness and malcontent, 1^ 
laws commanding over the unreducible antipathies of nature, 
sooner or later found, but allow us to remedy and shake ^ 
those evils into which human error hath led us through the 

• In this eloquent passage we discover the same train of thought 
which occurs in the opening passage of the " Paradise Lost :" — 

" What in me is dark, 
Illumine ; what is low, raise and support : 
That to the height of this great argument 
I may assert eternal Providence, 
And justify the ways of God to men." 
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midst of our best intentions, and to support our incident 
extremities by that authentic precept of sovereign charity, 
whose grand commission is to do and to dispose over all the 
ordinances of God to man, that love and truth may advance 
each other to everlasting. While we, literally superstitious, 
through customary faintness of heart, not venturing to 
pierce with our free thoughts into the full latitude of nature 
and religion, abandon ourselves to serve under the tyranny 
of usurped opinions ; suflfering those ordinances which were 
allotted to our solace and reviving, to trample over us, and 
hale us into a multitude of sorrows, which God never meant 
us. And where he sets us in a fair allowance of way, with 
honest liberty and prudence to our guard, we never leave 
subtilizing and casuisting till we have straitened and pared 
that liberal path into a razor's edge to walk on ; between a 
precipice of unnecessary mischief on either side, and starting 
at every false alarm, we do not know which way to set a 
foot forward with manly confidence and Christian resolution, 
through the confused ringing in our ears of panic scruples 
and amazements."* 

He concludes the treatise with the following passage : — 
" Let not, therefore, the frailty of man go on thus inventing 
needless troubles to itself, to groan under the false imagina- 
tion of a strictness never imposed from above; enjoining 
that for duty which is an impossible and vain supereroga- 
ting. * Be not righteous overmuch,' is the counsel of Eccle- 
siastes; *whyshouldst thou destroy thyself .^' Let us not 
be thus over-curious to strain at atoms, and yet to stop 
every vent and cranny of permissive liberty, lest nature, 
wanting those needful pores and breathing-places, which 
God hath not debarred our weakness, either suddenly break 
out into some wide rupture of open vice and frantic heresy, 
or else inwardly fester with repining and blasphemous 
thoughts, under an unreasonable and fruitless rigour of 
unwarranted law. Against which evils nothing can more 

♦ Prose Works, vol. ilL pp. 262, 263. 

H 



98 JOHN MILTON. 

beseem the religion of the church, or the wisdom of the 
state, than to consider timely and provide. And in so doing 
let them not doubt but they shall vindicate the misreputed 
honour of God and his great Lawgiver, by suffering him to 
give his own laws according to the condition of man's 
nature best known to him, without the unsufferable impute 
ation of dispensing legally with many ages of ratified 
adultery. They shall recover the misattended words of 
Christ to the sincerity of their true sense from manifold 
contradictions, and shall open them with the key of charity. 
Many helpless Christians they shall raise from the depths of 
sadness and distress, utterly unfitted as they are to serve 
God or man: many they shall reclaim from obscure and 
giddy sects, many reg^ain from dissolute and brutish licence, 
many from desperate hardness, if ever they were justly 
pleaded. They shall set free many daughters of Israel not 
wanting much of her sad plight whom ' Satan had bound 
eighteen years.' Man they shall restore to his just dignity 
and prerogative in nature, preferring the soul's free peace 
before the promiscuous draining of a carnal rage. Marriage, 
from a perilous hazard and snare, they shall reduce to be a 
more certain haven and retirement of happy society ; when 
they shall judge according to God and Moses, (and how not 
then according to Christ,) when they shall judge it more 
wisdom and goodness to break that covenant seemingly, and 
keep it really, than by compulsion of law to keep it seemingly, 
and by compulsion of blameless nature to break it really, at 
least if it were ever truly joined. The vigour of discipline 
they may then turn with better success upon the prostitute 
looseness of the times, when men, finding in themselves the 
infirmities of former ages, shall be constrained above the 
gift of God in them to unprofitable and impossible observ- 
ances, never required from the civilest, the wisest, the 
holiest nations, whose other excellencies in moral virtue 
they never yet could equal. Last of all, to those whose 
mind is still to maintain textual restrictions, whereof the 
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bare sound cannot consist sometimes with hmnanity, mnch 
less with charity ; I would ever answer by putting them in 
remembrance of a command above all commands, which 
they seem to have forgot, and who spake it : in comparison 
whereof, this which they so exalt is but a petty and subor- 
dinate precept. * Let them go,' therefore, with whom I am 
loathe to couple them, yet they will needs run into the same 
blindness with the pharisees ; * let them go therefore,' and 
consider well what this lesson means, * I will have mercy 
and not sacrifice :' for on that * saymg all the law and pro- 
phets depend j' much more the gospel, whose end and excel- 
lence is mercy and peace. Or if they cannot learn that, 
how will they hear this ? which yet I shall not doubt to 
leave with them as a conclusion, that God the Son hath 
put all other things under his own feet, but his command- 
ments he hath left all under the feet of charity."* 

Shortly after the publication of this treatise, Milton fol- 
lowed it with another, which was also addressed to the 
Parliament, and entitled, " The Judgment of Martin Bucer 
concerning Divorce." This consists of an analysis and 
translation of Bucer's Second Book " Of the Kingdom of 
Christ," addressed to Edward VI., to which Milton pre- 
fixes the testimonies of Calvin, Beza, and other eminent 
men to Bucer's learning and piety, and especially to his 
diligence in the exposition of Scripture. f 

• Prose Works, vol. iu. pp. 272, 278. 

+ Bucer was bom near Strasburg, in 1491, and educated at Heidel- 
berg, having entered the order of St. Dominick. The change of 
opinion which determined the tenor of his life was occasioned by 
reading some writings of Erasmus and Luther, and he adopted the 
views of the latter in. 1521, in accordance with which he taught 
divinity for twenty years at Strasburg. At the Diet of Augsburg, he 
vehemently opposed the system of doctrine called the interim, invi- 
diously drawn up by Charles V. for the temporary regulation of reli 
gious faith in German/, until a free General Council could be held. 
This course exposed him to so much difficulty and daYiger that he 
accepted an invitation from Cranmer to settle in England, where he 
was appointed to teach theology at Cambridge. King Edward the j 
Sixth having heard that Bucer's health suffered for want of a Germah . 
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In the following year, 1645, Milton published two other 
tracts on Divorce ; the one entitled " Tetrachordon,** which 
was an exposition of the four passages of Scripture* which 
are supposed most distinctly to affirm the views which 
Milton opposed ; and the other, " CJolasterion," t ^ severe 
reply to an anonymous antagonist. This latter tract closed 
the controversy. Of the sincerity with which Milton held 
his opinions on marriage and divorce no one can entertain 
a doubt, any more than of the astonishing ability and 
learning with which he supported them. On the vexed 
question itself there ever have been, and probably ever will 
be, differences of opinion among virtuous men, which it is 
not part of the design of these pages to attempt to 
reconcile. 

stoye, sent him «C20 to procure one. In return for this attention he 
wrote the work entitled " Of the Kingdom of Christ," for the King's 
own use. Bucer died at Cambridge early in the year 1550, and was 
buried in St. Mary's with great honour; but five years after, when in- 
quisitors were sent by Mary to Cambridge, his remains were ezhuxoied, 
and ignominiously burned in the Market-place. 

♦ These are, Gen. i 27, 28; Deut. xxiv. 1,2; Matt v. 31, 82, and 
1 Cor. vu. 13, 16. 

f The Greek word for a castigation. 
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Before detailing the effects produced by the publication 
of the Treatises on Divorce, and the bearing they had upon 
Milton's subsequent career, it is necessary to notice the state 
of parties, and especially of ecclesiastical parties, at this 
period. While the secularity and corruption of the clergy 
had brought the Anglican church into contempt, the tyran- 
nical cruelty of the bishops had excited against it the bit- 
terest feelings of hostility. An attempt was made by the 
House of Commons, in the first parliament of Charles I., 
which met June 18, 1625, to abridge the causes of this 
odium, by restoring those of the clergy who had been 
silenced as Puritans, and moderating non-residences, plu- 
ralities, and commendams. This effort was rendered abor- 
tive by the abrupt dissolution of Parliament, after an 
existence of less than two months. Two years afterwards, 
this spirit of dissatisfaction was greatly increased by the 
publication of a Sermon, at the special command of the king, 
under the title of" Religion and Allegiance," by Dr. Man war- 
ing. In this discourse the preacher maintained, " That the 
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king is not bound to observe the laws of the realm, concerning 
the subjects' rights and liberties; but that his royal will 
and command, in imposing loans and taxes, without com- 
mon consent, in parliament, doth oblige the subjects' con- 
science upon pain of eternal damnation." The Commons, in 
their indignation, indicated how little they understood the 
principles of true liberty, by visiting the offender with 
a sentence, a fine, imprisonment, and suspension, and the 
breach between the king and his Parliament was much 
vridened by his not only releasing and pardoning his 
parasite, but by rewarding him with the gift of a living in 
Essex, in addition to that of St. Giles's in the Fields, which 
he already held. 

Meanwhile the power and malignity of Laud increased 
together; and the absolute devastation committed by the two 
unconstitutional courts— those of the High Commission and 
the Star Chamber — rivalled the atrocities of the Popish 
Inquisition. Multitudes of Dissenters were driven to emi- 
grate to what were then the wilds of the North Ame- 
rican continent, many of whom perished there by famine. 
Numerous petitions were now presented for the aboli- 
tion of the obnoxious courts, and of episcopacy itself, which 
was scarcely less detested. The second expedition against 
the Scotch, popularly called the bishops' war, in 1640, 
met with the ill success which it deserved ; it was closed by 
the humiliating treaty of Rippon, and the 3rd of November 
in that year witnessed the memorable meeting of the Long 
Parliament. In this, the petitions setting forth the cor- 
ruptions and praying for the abolition of the episcopacy, 
were redoubled. One of these was signed by fifteen thousand 
citizens of London, and another, known as the ministers' 
petition, signed by seven hundred clergymen. These were 
met by counter petitions, procured by the influence of the 
aristocracy and the bishops, to which no fewer than one hun- 
dred thousand names are said to have been attached. A re- 
solution passed the House of Commons, " That the legislative 
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ftnd judicial power of bishops in the House of Peers, in par- 
liament, is a great hinderance to the discharge of their 
spiritual functions, prejudicial to the commonwealth, and fit 
to be taken away by bill." On the following day a similar 
vote was passed respecting their being in the commission of 
the peace, or having any judicial power in the Star Chamber, 
or in any civil court, and, on the 26th of the same month, 
their employment as privy councillors, or in any other tem- 
poral offices, was also condemned." * 

On this resolution a bill was founded, the object of which 
was to exclude the bishops from the legislature, and to dis- 
qualify them from all administrative offices of a similar 
kind. After encountering a strong opposition in the House 
of Lords, it was met by four resolutions, the purpose of 
which was, to exclude the clergy from the Star Chamber, 
the Privy Council, and other secular offices, but to continue 
to them their privilege of sitting in the Upper House ; the 
Commons objected to this exception, and the bill was ulti- 
mately lost. A second and more sweeping measure was 
within a few days brought under the consideration of the 
House of Commons; it contemplated no less than "the 
utter abolishing and taking away of all archbishops, bishops, 
their chancellors and commissaries ; deans, deans and chap- 
ters; archdeacons, prebendaries, chanters, canons, and all 
other their under officers." Political events, however, inter- 
posed delays, which led to the abandonment of this measure, 
though the spirit by which it was dictated remained 
unimpaired. 

Next followed an impeachment, in the name of the Com- 
mons, of thirteen of the bishops, for ha\'ing made and pro- 
mulgated, in the convocation of 1640, divers canons, hostile 
"to the King's prerogative, to the fundamental laws and 
statutes of the realm, to the rights of Parliament, and to 
the property and liberty of the subject." But here again 

* Dr. Price's History of Protestant Nonconformity, vol. ii. p. 178, 
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the snpporters of episoopacy adopted the Tictorioas policy of 
delay, and at once halked and exasperated the resolyes of 
the people. 

Meanwhile the controversial writings of Milton, which 
have akeady heen noticed, had produced a marked effect 
npon the parliament and the country; and in so far as they 
argumentatively demolished episcopacy, they had been 
hailed with delight by the Presbyterians, both Scotch and 
English, whose repugnance to that form of church govern- 
ment had been confirmed and intensified, in the one case by 
the outrages which had been committed on a religion inter- 
twined with the deepest sentiments of nationality ; and in 
the other, by those almost vindictive feelings which perseca- 
tion engenders, and which piety itself has seldom prevailed 
to control. 

Unhappily for the cause of religious freedom in this and, 
perhaps, in every subsequent age, the bitter aversion of the 
Presbyterians to episcopacy was unconnected with any 
enlarged love of religious freedom, and extended with 
sectarian acrimony to Christians of every communion but 
their own. The prevalent sentiments of that denomination 
shall be described in the language of Dr. Price ; and in 
quoting it, I take the opportunity of saying that his history 
of Protestant Nonconformity, by its great research, its judi« 
cious discrimination, the enlightened views which it ex- 
hibits, and the expansive candom' and catholicity of senti- 
ment which pervades it, commends itself as by far the most 
valuable work we possess in this department of ccclesiasr 
tical literature. " The Scotch," the Doctor observes, " were 
bigotedly devoted to the Presbyterian form of ecclesiastical 
government. It had been erected on the ruins of Popery 
by Knox, the most fearless and masculine of modem 
reformers, and had been endeared to the nation by the 
fearful struggle which they made on its behalf. What 
James had contemplated, Charles commissioned Laud to 
achieve; and the disciples of Presbytery groaned beneath 
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ids heartless policy. The sufferings inflicted in the cause of 
^iscopacy naturally engendered an unconquerable aversion 
to it. The people loathed it as a disguised and yirulent 
form of Popery, and at length wrested from the reluctant 
hand of Charles the recognition of their beloved and more 
simple polity. Unhappily, however, the Presbyterians of 
Scotland had not learned wisdom from their sufferings. 
Their passions were inflamed without their views being 
rectified ; and they came forth from the school of adversity 
as narrow-minded and intolerant as any of the bishops. 
Hence arose a great difficulty in the negociations of the 
Parliament with their brethren in Scotland." 

The latter insisted on the ecclesiastical government of 
England being conformed to their own platform, and re- 
quired the enforcement of penal laws against all Dissenters. 
The General Assembly, in a communication to the English 
Parliament, after referring to the request of the Scotch 
commissioners, in the late treaty for peace, " That in all 
His Majesty's dominions there might be one confession of 
fSedth, one directory of worship, one public catechism, and 
one form of church government ;" and that, " the names of 
heresies and sects, puritans, conformists, separatists, ana- 
baptists, &c., which do rend asunder the bowels both of kirk 
and kingdom," might be suppressed, proceeded to declare 
that they are encouraged to renew the proposition made by 
the forenamed commissioners, for beginning the work of 
reformation at the uniformity of kirk government. "For 
what hope," say they, " can there be of unity in religion, 
of one confession of faith, one form of woi-ship, and one 
catechism, till there be first one form of ecclesiastical go- 
vernment : yea, what hope can the Kingdom and Kirk of 
Scotland have of a firm and durable peace, till the prelacy, 
which hath been the main cause of their miseries and 
troubles, first and last, be plucked up, root and branch, as a 
plant which God hath not planted, and from which no 
better fruit can be expected, than such sour grapes as this 
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day set on edge the kingdom of England ? The prelatical 
hierarchy being put out of the way, the work will be easy« 
without forcing any conscience, to settle in England the 
government of the reformed kirks of assemblies." 

In conformity with an agreement made between the Par- 
liament and the Scotch Presbyterians, the memorable West- 
minster Assembly was convened in the summer of 1643. 
In this the Presbyterians were predominant, alike in num- 
bers and in parliamentary and popular influence, and the 
intolerance of their proceedings was sUch, as to convince aU 
true lovers of freedom that their ascendency, in place of the 
episcopal hierarchy, would be not an emancipation, but a 
change of yokes and taskmasters. " They aimed,'' says Dr. 
Price, " at power rather than at liberty ; and in resisting 
the encroachments of the hierarchy, sought to establish that 
of the kirk. Could they have effected their object, an iron- 
hearted uniformity would have been imposed on the nation. 
The rites of religion would have been enforced with minute 
scrupulosity ; but its generous impulses and voluntary move- 
ments would have been wholly crushed. Baxter was not 
insensible to this defect, and he has portrayed it with a 
fidelity which gives the greater weight to his approving 
testimony. Happily for the interests of religion, there was 
another party in the assembly, the members of which added 
to the personal virtues and ministerial diligence of the 
presbyterians more expansive views and a more liberal 
creed. They were known by the name of Independents* 
and had for some time a very arduous and perplexing duty 
to perform. Their numbers were at first so limited, as to 
present but little ground to hope that they would be able 
successfully to resist the scheme of the presbyterians ; but 
what they wanted in numerical strength was supplied by 
the consummate skill and ability of their leaders."* 

It was during the session of the Westminster Assembly, 
thus composed, whose proceedings were characterized by 
t History of Protestant Nonconformity, p. 254. 
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" extremes of folly a&d wisdom, of enlightened discussion 
and of narrow-minded bigotry," that the success of the royal 
arms compelled the parliamentaiy leaders to seek the sup* 
port of the Scotch, who regarded the civil war as a religious 
struggle. The result of the negotiation between the parlia- 
mentary leaders and the Scottish presbyterians was the 
instrument, commonly known as the Solemn League and 
Covenant, a master-piece of spiritual despotism, which, after 
having been subscribed by the Parliament and the West- 
minster Assembly, wfis ordered to be enforced upon the 
whole community, lay and clerical, civil and military, and 
the names of all recusants to be returned to the government. 
To complete the intolerance of the presbyterian party, 
dominant alike in the assembly and the parliament, the new 
directory, as it was called, was issued under the sanction of 
both those bodies, llie object of this despotic measure was, 
to suppress the Book of Common Prayer, and to enforce that 
perfect uniformity of religious observance and worship, at 
which the presbyterians both in England and Scotland had 
so long been aiming. The temper in which the directory 
was enforced may be judged of by the orders issued in 
August, 1645.* In dismissing this humiliating portion of 
our history, I anticipate the course of events to indicate 
that point at which, when any despotic power arrives, it 
** o'erleaps itself," and hastens to its downfall. I refer to 
the parliamentary ordinance passed on the 2nd of May, 
1648, through the influence of the presbyterians, against 
blasphemy and heresy. It enacted, that all persons who, 
" by preaching, teaching, printing, or writing," denied the 
existence or attributes of God, the deity of the Son or Holy 
Spirit, the existence of two natures in Christ, the efficacy of 
his atonement, the canonical authority of the books of the 
Old and New Testament, the resmTcction of the body, or 
the certainty of a future judgment, shoidd, upon conviction, 
if the error were not abjured, ^^ suffer the pains of death, as 
in the case of felony, without benefit of the clergy. ^^ 
* See Dr. Price's Hist of Prot. Nonconformity, vol. ii. p. 838, ei al,' . 
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Such were the position and temper of the presbyteriaos 
of Great Britain, at a crisis in the history of the Church, 
when a right appreciation of the principles of religions 
freedom, and a pervading spirit of Christian candour and 
love, would have secured to this empire the lasting and 
blessed heritage of liberty of conscience and perfect ecclesi- 
astical equality. Universal history, perhaps, does not record 
a more lamentable loss of a more precious opportunity. 

It is easy to imagine what kind of reception would be 
given, by a class whose ambitious bigotry sought to bend 
the souls of all their fellow-subjects to a uniform compliance 
with their creed and ritual, to such novel doctrines as those 
of Milton on the subject of marriage and divorce. His 
treatise kindled a perfect fury of opposition among the 
clergy and leaders of the presbyterian party. Forgetful of 
the services for which they were indebted to Milton, in their 
struggle against episcopal oppression, they assailed him 
with rabid animosity from the pulpit and the press ; and, 
as if to challenge the severest inflictions of that power 
under which they had themselves been made to smart, 
they even caused him to be summoned before the House of 
Lords. From this tribunal he retired unharmed, leaving 
to his opponents the shame of defeat in addition to the 
guilt of persecution. 

Confident in the justice of the views laid down in the 
dissertation last noticed, Milton resolved again to enter into 
the maniage state, and is even said to have made proposals 
to a young lady, the daughter of a Dr. Davis. His ad- 
dresses do not appear to have been favourably received at 
first, and before they could be prosecuted to a successful 
issue, they were interrupted by an unexpected occur- 
rence. The royal cause had met with its fatal disaster 
on Naseby field, and the known adherents of Charles were 
consequently placed in a precarious and alarming position. 
Among these were the family of Milton's wife, who now, 
fjiys Dr. Symmons, became " sensible of the folly of their 
.conduct, and solicitous to propitiate the resentment of an 
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injured husband, whose assistance might now probably be 
immediately requisite for their protection or subsistence. 
The plan for the accomplishment of their pui-poses was con- 
ceived and executed with successful ingenuity. Combining 
with his friends, who concurred in the wish for a reconcili- 
ation between the pair who had been united at the altar, 
they watched our author's visits, and, as he was in the house 
of a relation, they stationed his wife in an inner apartment, 
with instructions to appear at the proper time, and to sup- 
plicate for his pardon upon her knees. Faithful to the lesson 
of her friends, she sustained her part with skill, and probably 
with feeling. The scene was surprising, and the i^esistance 
of Milton, which seemed firm only for a moment, fell before 
its weighty effect. Yielding to the entreaties of beauty, 
and perhaps also to the recurrence of love, what he ap- 
peared • to concede only to the solicitations of his friends, 
and dismissing every irritating recollection from his bosom, 
he re-admitted the wife who had deserted and insulted him 
into the full possession of his affections. Not satisfied with 
this signal triumph over his resentment, he extended his 
placability to those who were the abettors, if not the insti- 
gators, of her offence ; and, receiving her parents and family 
nnder his roof, ho protected and maintained them in this 
hour of their danger and distress. If his interest with the 
victorious party was unable to obtain complete immunity 
for his royalist connexions, it availed to save them from ruin, 
and to preserve the bulk of a property from which he was 
destined to receive not even the stipulated fortune of his 
wife. Conduct of so high a character, the offspring of a 
large and feeling heart, is above the ornament of any 
laboured panegyric. Let the facts, in the intercourse of 
Milton with the Powells, be placed distinctly and at once 
in our view, and nothing but atrocious prejudice can with- 
hold us from admiring the magnanimity of the former, and 
from despising, while we pity, the meanness of the latter."* 
* Symmons's Life of Milton, pp. 176, 178. 
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Finding that his house in Aldersgate-street was too gmall 
for his establishment, which was now increased by the 
return of his wife, he hired a more spacious residence in 
Barbican.* Even this soon proved not too large for his re- 
quirements ; for, not only did his wife's parents seek an 
asylum under his roof, but also a numerous train of brothcfs 
and sisters, all of whom continued with him until after his 
father's death, which occurred in 1647, when the fiunily 
property was restored to them by an arrangement with, the 
Government. It is a striking proof of the irrepressible ac- 
tivity of Milton's mind, that, amidst the public convulsioiiis 
and domestic anxiety of the time, he could find either 
leisure or inclination for the literary pursuits in which he 
engaged. Yet it was in the year 1644] that he prodooed 
his ^* Treatise on Education," as well as the greatest of all his 
productions in prose, entitled, *^ Areopagitica, a Speech for 
the Liberty of Unlicensed Speaking." 

The treatise oej education was addressed to his friend, 
Master Samuel Hartlib, and was occasioned by Milton's 
conviction, and, indeed, his experience of the cramped, bar- 
barous, and almost useless style of education which then 
prevailed in our public schools and universities, and which, 
even in our own day, is but slowly and reluctantly retiring 
before the march of enlightened reform. It has been 
variously commented upon by the biographers of Milton. 
Dr. Symmons describes it ^'as calculated only to amuse 
the fancy, while it would be found by experience to disap- 
point the expectation." Mr. Milford, however, takes a dif- 
ferent view. " The system of education which he adopted 

* " I cannot but remark," says Dr. Johnson, " a kind of respect 
perhaps unconsciously, paid to this great man by his biographers ; 
every house in which he resided is historically mentioned, as if it 
were an injury to neglect naming any place that he honoured by his 
presence." Indeed it is known that foreigners of distinction gratified 
their curiosity, during the life of Milton, by visiting the house in 
Bread- street where he was bom. 
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was deep and comprehensive ; it promised to teach science 
with language, or rather to make the study of languages 
subservient to the acquisition of scientific knowledge. Dr. 
Johnson has severely censured this method of instruction, 
but with arguments that might successftdly be met. The 
plan recommended by the authority of Milton seems to be 
chiefly liable to objection from being too extensive." 

Milton commences by stating his own views of the great 
purpose of education, and of the inadequacy of existing in- 
stitutions to ftdfil it. " The end then of learning," he says, ^ 
" is to repair the ruins of our first parents, by regaining to 
know God aright, and out of that knowledge to love him, to 
imitate him, to be like him, as we may the nearest by pos- 
sessing our souls of true virtue, which being united to the 
heavenly grace of faith, makes up the highest perfection. 
But because our imderstanding cannot in this body foimd 
itself but on sensible things, nor arrive so clearly to the 
knowledge of God and things invisible, - 3 by orderly con- 
ning over the visible and inferior creature, the same method 
is necessarily to be followed in all discreet teaching. And 
seeing every nation afibrds not experience and tradition 
enough for all kinds of learning, therefore we are chiefly 
taught the languages of those people who have at any time 
been most industrious after wisdom ; so that language is 
but the instrument conveying to us things useful to be 
known. And though a linguist should pride himself to 
have all the tongues that Babel cleft the world into, yet, if 
he have not studied the solid things in them, as well as the 
words and lexicons, he were nothing so much to be esteemed 
a learned man, as any yeoman or tradesman competently 
wise in his mother dialect only. 

" Hence appear the many mistakes which have made 
learning generally so unpleasing and so unsuccessftd: First, / 
we do amiss to spend seven or eight years merely in scrap- 
ing together so much miserable Latin and Greek, as might 
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be learned otherwise easily and delightfully in one year.* 
And that which casts our proficiency therein so mndli 
behind, is our time lost partly in too oft idle vacancies given 
both to schools and universities; partly in a preposterous 
exaction, forcing the empty wits of children to compose 
themes, verses, and orations, which are the acts of ripest 
judgment, and the final work of a head fiUed, by long read- 
ing and observing, with elegant maxims and copious inven- 
tion. These are not matters to be wrung from poor strip- 
lings, like blood out of the nose, or the plucking of untimely 
fruit. ♦ ♦ • • 

'* And for the usual method of teaching arts, I deem it to 
be an old error of universities, not yet well recovered from, 
the scholastic grossness of barbarous ages, that instead of be- 
ginning with arts most easy, (and those be such as are most 
obvious to the sense,) they present their young immatricur 
lated novices, at first coming, with the most intellective ab- 
stractions of logic and metaphysics ; so that they, having 
b\Lt newly left those grammatic flats and shallows, where 
they stuck unreasonably to learn a few words with lament- 
able construction, and now on the sudden transpoi*ted under 
another climate, to be tossed and turmoiled with their unbal- 
lasted wits in fathomless and unquiet deeps of controversy, 
do for the most part grow into hatred and contempt of learn- 
ing, mocked and deluded all this while with ragged notions 
and babblement, while they expected worthy and delightful 

knowledge."t 

Having thus indicated the main defects of university edu- 
cation, Milton thus enters on the development of his pro- 
jected reforms. " I shall detain you now no longer in the 
demonstration of what we should not do, but straight con- 
duct you to a hill-side, where I will point you out the right 
path of a virtuous and noble education ; laborious indeed at 

♦ On this subject, see Locke's Treatise on Education, § 162 — 1 77. 
Works, folio edition, vol. iii. p. 72, seq. 
+ Prose Works, vol. iii. pp. 464, 466. 
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tiiie 6r8t ascent, but else so smooth, so green, so full ai 
goodfy prospect, and melodious sounds on eyery side, that 
the harp of Orpheus was not more charming.* I doubt not 
hut je shall have more ado to drive our dullest and laziest 
youth, our stocks and stubs, from the infinite desire of such 
a happy nurture, than we have now to hale and drag our 
ehoicest and hopefullest wits to that asinine feast of sow- 
trusties and brambles, which is commonly set before them 
as all the food and entertainment of their tenderest and 
most docible age. I call, therefore, a ccmiplete and generous 
education, that which fits a man to perform justly, skilfully, 
and magnanimously all the offices, both private and public, 
of peace and war. And how all this may be done betwe^i \ 
twelve and one and twenty, less time than is now be- \ 
stowed in pure trifling at grammar and sophistry, is t» be ' 

thus ordered."! 

It is not surprising that Milton's plan should have been . 
condemned as too extensive to be practicable, for it em- 
braces nearly every branch of human knowledge. Com- 
mencing with grammar, it leads the student through the 
Latin classics, beginning with those which convey some 
kind of scientific or economical knowledge ; at the same 
time acquiring the knowledge of the " principles of arith- 
metic, geometry, astronomy, and geography, with a general 
compact of physics, they may descend in mathematics to 
the instrumented science of trigonometry, and from thence 
to fortification, architecture, enginery, or navigation. And 
in natural philosophy they may proceed leisurely from the ^ 
history of meteors, minerals, plants, and living creatures, as 
fjEU* as anatomy." He continues his plan thi-ough the art of 

* He had already, in Comas, described the delight derivable from 
the study of philosophy: 

"How charming is divine philosophy I 
Not harsh and crabbed, as dull fools suppose, 
But musical as is Apollo's lute, 
And a perpetual feast of nectared sweets, 
Where no crude surfeit reigns." 
f Prose Works, vol. iii p. 467. 
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medicine, and natural science generally, and those Latin 
poets who especially treat on similar subjects, and last 
come the highest departments of study, — ethics, politics, 
theology, and logic. This he connects throughout with a 
system of physical and military training, recommending as 
a principal relaxation, ** the solemn and divine harmonies 
of music/' In concluding his treatise, he himself seems to 
have heen struck, on a retrospect, with the almost pre- 
sumptuous vastness of his scheme. *^ I beUeve," he says, 
^* that this is not a how for every man to shoot in, that 
counts himself a teacher ; hut will require sinews almost 
equal to those which Homer gave Ulysses ; yet I am withal 
persuaded that it may prove much more easy in the assay, 
than it now seems at distance, and much more illustrious." 



CHAPTER IX. 

TON PUBLISHES HIS " SPEECH FOR THE LIBERTY OF UNLICEKSED 
printing" — ANALYSIS OF THE WORK — NOBLE PASSAGES OCCUR- 
RING IN IT — ^DlSCHARGE OF MABBOT, THE LICENSER, AT HIS OWN 
REQUEST. 



Che intolerance of the presbyterians, armed with the 
yers of a parliamentary majority, was now mimicking 
( most despotic acts of the prelacy : they attempted the 
cible suppression of all opinions, political and religious, 
t their own, and even essayed the impossible task of 
Timing up the great channel of mental communication 
holding the press in control* Milton's enlightened 
nd was not slow to perceive that this course involved a 
uity analogous to that of the Eastern despot who lashed 
3 waves, and threw fetters into the rebellious ocean. He 
■ther saw that the suiferings which this penal system in- 
>ted on individuals were not to be compared with the 
Is of intellectual stagnation, political decay, and moral 
ith which it shed on nations. To these sentiments we 
e the masterpiece of Milton, — the "Address to the ParUa- 
nt in favour of the Liberty of Unlicensed Printing," of 
dch, in accordance with the plan of this volume, an 
Edysis is now to be presented. 

Be commences with a stately eulogy upon the Parlia- 
ait; he addresses himself to the recent order for the 
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regulation of printing : " That no book, pamphlet, or paper 
shall be henceforth printed, unless the same be first ap- 
proved and licensed by such, or at least one of such, as shall 
be thereto appointed." He proposes first to show them, 
that this originated from a party with whom they would 
not willingly be identified; secondly, that it would be 
powerless for the suppression of scandalous, seditious, and 
libellous books ; and lastly that it would operate for the dis- 
couragement of all learning, and the effectual obstruction 
of national progress in every department of knowledge 
both secular and sacred. 

But whHe advocating the Hberty (rf the press, Milton 
wisely guarded himself from approving an unseemly and 
dangerous license. " I deny not," he says, " but that it is 
of greatest concernment in the church and commonwealth, 
to have a vigilant eye how books demean themselves as well 
as men ; and thereafter to confine, imprison, and do 
sharpest justice on them as malefactors ; for books are not 
absolutely dead things, but do contain a progeny of life in 
them to be as active as that soul was whose progeny they 
are ; nay, they do preserve as in a vial the purest efficacy 
and extraction of that living intellect that bred^ them. I 
know they are as lively, and as vigorously productive, as 
those fabulous dragon's teeth; and being sown up and 
down, may chance to spring up armed men. And yet, on 
the other hand, unless wariness be used, as good almost 
kill a man as kill a good book: who kills a man kills 
a reasonable creature, God's image; but he who destroys 
a good book, kills reason itself, kills the image of God, 
as it were, in the eye. Many a man lives a burden to the 
earth ; but a good book is the precious life-blood of a 
master-spirit, embalmed and treasured up on purpose to a 
life beyond life. It is true, no age can restore a life, whereof, 
perhaps, there is no great loss ; and revolutions of ages do 
not oft recover the loss of a rejected truth, for the want of 
which whole nations fare the worse. We should be wary, 
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iSMtefote, what persecutions yre raise against the liTing 
labours of pnblie men, how we spill that seasoned life of 
aottn, preserved and stored up in books ; since we see a kind 
^ homicide may be thus committed, sometimes a martyr- 
dom ; and if it extend to the whole impression, a kind of 
massacre, whereof the execution ends not in the slaying of 
aa elemental Mfe, but strikes at the ethereal and fifth 
essence, the breath of reason itself; and slays an im^- 
mortality rather than a life."* 

Milton next presents an historical sketch of the re- 
fltrietions which from the earliest ages of literature had 
been laid upcm books. He shows that in Athens, these 
were confined to writings of a blasphemous or libellous 
character; that in Sparta no such control was exercised; 
that in ancient Home an almost entire freedom was allowed 
during the commonwealth. He states, however, that libels 
were burnt, and the makers punished by Augustus, and 
adds, ** The like severity, no doubt, was used, if aught were 
impiously written against their esteemed gods. Except in 
these two points, how the world went in books, the magis- 
trate kept no reckoning."t 

* Prose Works, vol. ii., p. 66. 

f Milton would appear in this instance to have forgotten the sap* 
f resaion of the lioentioos chorus in tiie Greek Drama thus mentioned 
by Horace: — 

" Successit vetus his ComoBdia, non sine multa 
Laude ; sed in vitium libertas excidit, et vim 
Dignam lege regi. Lex est accepta, chorusqne 
Turpitur obticuit, sublato jure nocendi" — 

Epist. ad Pis. ver. 281—284. 
The testimony of Tacitus also, widely differs from Milton's state- 
ment touching the restraints on the expression of opinion, whether 
oral or written, during the earlier period of the Roman empire. In 
his exquisite biography of Agricola, he says : — " Legimus, cum Aru- 
leno Bustico Paetus Thrasea, Herennio Senecioni Priscus Helvidius 
laudati essent, capitale fuisse : neque in ipsos modo auctores, sed in 
libros quoque eorum saevitum, delegate triumviris ministerio, ut 
monumenta olarissimorum ingeniorum in comitio rc foro urerentur. 
Scilicet illo igne voeem Fopuli Bomani et libertatem Senatus et 
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He next shows that the restrictions under the Ghiistiaii 
emperors were no more seyere, and indeed that the fetters 
reforged by the parliamentary ordinance were not imposed 
upon the intellect and conscience of men, until after the 
year 800. "After which time," he says, "the popes of 
Borne, engrossing what they pleased of political role into 
their own hands, extended their dominion over men's eyes, 
as they had before oTcr their judgments, burning and pro- 
hibiting to be read what they fancied not ; yet sparing in 
their censures, and the books not many which they so dealt 
with ; till Martin the Fifth, by his buU, not only prohibited, 
but was the first that excommunicated, the reading of 
heretical books; for about that time Wickliffe and Husse 
growing terrible, were they who first drove the papal court 
to a stricter policy of prohibiting. Which course Leo the 
Tenth and his successors followed, imtil the council of 
Trent and the Spanish inquisition, engendering together, 
brought forth or perfected those catalogues and expurging 
indexes, that rake through the entrails of many an old 
good author, with a violation worse than any could be 
offered to his tomb."* 

After another humorous description of the system of 
licensing under the popes, he continues, "And thus ye have 
the inventors and the original of book licensing ripped up 
and drawn as lineally as any pedigree. We have it not, 
that can be heard of, from any ancient state, or polity, or 
church, nor by any statute left us by our ancestors elder or 
later ; nor from the modem custom of any reformed city or 

conscientiam generis hnmani aboleri arbitrabantnr, expulsis insaper 
sapientise professoribus atque omni bona arte in exilium acta, ne quid 
uequam honestum occurreret. Dedimus profecto grande patientisB 
documentom : et sicut yetus aetas yidit quid ultimum in libertate 
^Bset, ita nos quid in servitute, adempto per inquisitiones et loquendi 
audiendique commercio. Memoriam quoque ipsam cum voce per- 
didissemus, si tarn in nostra potestate esset obliyisci quam tacere." — 

Vita J. Agric. cap. St 
* Prose Works, vol. ii., p. 60. 
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ehurcli abroad; but £rom the most aiitichristian council, 
and the most tyrannous inquisition that ever inquired. 
Till then books were ever as &eely admitted into the world 
as any other birth ; the issue of the brain was no more 
stifled than the issue of the womb: no enyious Juno sat 
cross-legged over the nativity of any man's intellectual 
offspring ; but if it proved a monster, who denies but that 
it was justly burnt, or sunk into the sea P But that a book, 
in worse condition than a peccant soul, should be to stand 
before a jury ere it be born to the world, and undergo yet 
in darkness the judgment of Kadamanth and his col- 
leagues, ere it can pass the ferry backward into light, was 
never heard before, till that mysterious iniquity, provoked 
and troubled at the first entrance of reformation, sought 
out new limboes and new hells wherein they might include 
our books also within the number of their damned."* 

He now proceeds to show, by instances, the innocuous 
and even beneficial effects resulting fi:om the study of 
human error, and refers to the heathen learning of Moses, 
Daniel, and Paul, and the high ends\iit was made to 
subserve ; and thence portrays the advaniage derivable to 
the discipline and hardy training of virtue from occasional 
exposure to the temptation of intellectual error. *'As, 
therefore,'* he says, " the state of man now is ; what 
wisdom can there be to choose, what continence to forbear, 
without the knowledge of evil P He that can apprehend 
and consider vice with all her baits and seeming pleasures, 
and yet abstain, and yet distinguish, and yet prefer that 
which is truly better, he is the true warfaring Christian. I 
cannot praise a fugitive and cloistered virtue imexercised 
and unbreathed, that never sallies out and seeks her adver- 
sary, but slinks out of the race, where that immortal 
garland is to be run for, not without dust and heat. 
Assuredly we bring not innocence into the world, we bring 
impurity much rather ; that which purifies us is trial, and 

* Prose Works, voL ii., p. 62. 
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trial is bj what is ocmtraiy. That vittae therefore which it 
bat a youngling in the contemplati<m of evil, and know* 
not the utmost that vice promises to her followers, and 
rejects it, is but a blank virtue, not a pure ; her whitesew 
is but an excremental whiteness; which was the reaseii 
why our sage and serious poet Spenser, (whom I dare be 
known to think a better teacher than Scotus or Aquinas,) 
describing true temperance under the person of Oaion, 
brings him in with his palmer through the cave of 
Mammon, and the bower of earthly bliss, that he might 
see and know, and yet abstain."* 

In connection with this he shows the necessary ineffioaey 
of this restrictive scheme to prevent the propagation of 
error, humorously comparing it " to the exploit of that 
gallant man who thought to pound up the crows by shutting 
the park gate." " If," he continues, " we think to regulate 
printing, thereby to rectify manners, we must regulate all 
recreations and pastimes, all that is delightful to man. No 
music must be heard, no song be set or sung, but what is 
grave and doric. There must be licensing dancers, that no 
gesture, motion, or deportment be taught our youth, but 
what by their allowance shall be thought honest; fbr 
such Plato was provided of. It will ask more than the 
work of twenty licensers to examine all the lutes, the 
violins, and the guitars in every house ; they must not be 
suffered to prattle as they do, but must be licensed what 
they may say. And who shall silence all the airs and 
madrigals that whisper softness in chambers ? The windows 
also, and the balconies must be thought on; these are 
shrewd books, with dangerous frontispieces, set to sale: 
who shall prohibit them, shall twenty licensers? The 
villagers also must have their visitors to inquire what 
lectures the bagpipe and the rebec reads, even to the 
ballatry and the gamut of every municipal fiddler."t 

Proceeding to the third topic of his discourse, he says, 
* Prose Woiks, toI. ii., p. 68, + Ibid. p. 78. 
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** I lastly proceed from the no good ii can do, to the mani- 
fest hurt it causes in heing first the gi eatest discouragem«Cit 
sad affiant that can he offered to kEuming and to learned 
men." " Well," he adds, " knows ho who uses to consider, 
that our faith and knowledge thriTesi by exercise, as well as 
our limbs and complexions. Truth is compared in Scripture 
to a streaming fountain ; if her waters flow not in a per« 
petual progression, they sicken into a muddy pool of con- 
{brmity and tradition. A man may be a heretic in the 
truth ; and if he believe things only because his pastor says 
so, or the assembly so determines, without knowing other 
reason, though his belief be true, yet the very truth he holds 
becomes his heresy. . . . Truth indeed came once into 
the world with her divine Master, and was a perfect shape 
most glorious to look on : but when he ascended, and his 
apostles after him were laid asleep, then straight arose a 
wicked race of deceivers, who, as that story goes of the 
Egyptian Typhon with his conspirators, how they dealt 
with the good Osiris, took the virgin Truth, hewed her 
lovely form into a thousand pieces, and scattered them to 
the four winds. From that time ever since, the sad friends 
of Truth, such as durst appear, imitating the carefiil search 
that Isis made for the mangled body of Osiris, went up 
and down gathering up limb by limb still as they could 
find them. We have not yet found them all, lords and 
commons, nor ever shall do, till her Master's second 
coming ; he shall bring together every joint and member, 
and shall mould them into an immortal feature of loveliness 
and perfection. Suffer not these licensing prohibitions to 
stand at every place of opportunity forbidding and dis- 
turbing them that continue seeking, that continue to do our 
obsequies to the torn body of our martyred saint. 

" We boast om* light ; but if we look not wisely on the 
sun itself, it smites us into darkness. Who can discern 
those planets that are oft combust, and those stars of 
brightest magnitude that rise and set with the sun, until 



122 JOHN MILTON. 

the opposite motion of their orbs brings them to sack a 
place in the firmament, where they may be seen evenimr or 
morning? Ilie light which we have gained was givTua, 
not to be ever staring on, but by it to discover onward 
things more remote from our knowledge. It is not the 
unfrocking of a priest, the immitring of a bishop, and the 
removing him from off the presbyterian shoulders, that wfll 
make us a happy nation : no ; if other things as great in 
the church, and in the rule of life, both economical and 
political, be not looked into and reformed, we have looked 
so long upon the blaze that Zuinglius and Calvin have 
beaconed up to us, that we are stark blind. 

*' There be who perpetually complain of schisms and sects, 
and make it such a calamity that any man dissents from 
their maxims. It is their own pride and ignorance which 
cause the disturbing, who neither will hear with meekness, 
nor can convince, yet all must be suppressed which is not 
found in their Syntagma. They are the troublers, they 
are the dividers of unity, who neglect, and permit not 
others, to unite those dissevered pieces which are yet want- 
ing to the body of truth. To be still searching what we 
know not, by what we know, stiU closing up truth to truth 
as we find it, dfor all her body is homogeneal, and propor- 
tional,) this iajthe golden rule in theology as well as in 
arithmetic, and makes up the best harmony in a church ; 
not the forced and outward union of cold, and neutral, and 
inwardly divided minds."* 

After dwelling with a glow of delight upon the imaginary 
spectacle of a people expanding their intellectual tastes, 
and constantly ministering to an unquenchable desire for 
advancement in knowledge and virtue, and resuggesting 
his cherished opinion that England was the selected instru^ 
ment in the hand of Providence for the regeneration of the 
world, he gives vent to a sentiment far wider than the 
secondary selfishness of patriotism, in these immortal 
* Prose Works, voL ii., pp. 89, 90. 
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sentences : — " For as in a body when the blood is fresh, the 
spirits pure and vigorous, not only to vital, but to rational 
faculties, and those in the acutest and the pertest ope- 
rations of wit and subtlety, it argues in what good plight 
and constitution the body is ; so when the cheerfulness of 
the people is so sprightly up, as that it has not only where- 
with to guard well its own freedom and safety, but to spare, 
and to bestow upon the solidest and sublimest points of 
controversy and new invention, it betokens us not degene- 
rated, nor drooping to a fatal decay, by casting off the old 
and wrinkled skin of corruption to outlive these pangs, and 
wax young again, entering the glorious ways of truth and 
prosperous virtue, destined to become great and honourable 
in these latter ages. Methinks I see in my mind a noble 
and puissant nation rousing herself like a strong man after 
sleep, and shaking her invincible locks : methinks I see her 
as an eagle mewing her mighty youth, and kindling her 
imdazzled eyes at the full midday beam; purging and 
imscaling her long-abused sight at the fountain itself of 
heavenly radiance ; while the whole noise of timorous and 
flocking birds, with those also that love the twilight, flutter 
about, amazed at what she means, and in their envious 
gabble would prognosticate a year of sects and schisms. 

" What should ye do then, should ye suppress all this 
flowery crop of knowledge and new light sprung up and 
yet springing daily in this city ? Should ye set an oligarchy 
of twenty engrossers over it, to bring a famine upon our 
minds again, when we shall know nothing but what is 
measured to us by their bushel? Believe it, lords and 
commons ! they who counsel ye to such a suppressing, do as 
good as bid ye suppress yourselves ; and I will soon show 
how. If it be desired to know the immediate cause of all 
this free writing and free speaking, there cannot be assigned 
a truer than your own mild, and free, and humane govemr 
ment; it is the liberty, lords and commons, which youf 
own valorous and happy oounsels have purchased us; 
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Mberty wluch is the none of all great Mrits : thif is HuEt 
which hath rarefied and enlighteiied our spirits like the io- 
Aliened of heaven : this is that which hath enfranehised^ 
enlarged, and liffced up cmr apprehensions degrees almve 
themselves. . . . Yet when the new light whioh we 
beg for shines in upon ns, there he who envy and oppose^ if 
it oome not first in at their casements. What a oollusioii is 
this, whenas we are exhorted by the wise man to nse difi^ 
gence, * j^^jgggk for wisdom as for hidden treasures,' eoriy 
and late, that another order shall enjoin us, to know nothing 
but by statute ? When a man hath been labouring tito 
hardest labour in the deep mines of knowledge, hmth 
famished out his findings in all their equipage^ drawn 
forth his reasons as it were a battle ranged, scattered and 
defeated all objections in his way, calls out Ms adversary 
into the plain, ofiers him the advantage of wind and sun, if 
he please, only that he may try the matter by dint of ail- 
ment ; for his opponents then to skulk, to lay ambushments, 
to keep a narrow bridge of licensing where the challenge 
should pass, though it be valour enough in soldiership^ is 
but weakness and cowardice in the wars of truth. For who 
knows not that truth is strong, next to the Almighty ; she 
needs no policies, nor stratagems, nor licensings to make 
her victorious, those are the shifts and the defences that 
«Tor uses against her ^wer ; give her but room, and do 
not bind her when she sleeps, for then she speaks not true, 
as the old Proteus did, who spake oracles only when he was 
caught and bound, but then rather she tarns herself into 
all shapes except her own, and perhaps tones her voice 
according to the time, as Micaiah did before Ahab, until she 
be adjured into her own likeness." * 

Such was the Areopagitica of Milton. Compared with 
the sordid intolerance of the prelatical regime, and with the 
more recent and equally despicable bigotry of the presby- 
terians, it almost wears the majesty of inspiration ; and it 

« PxxMse Works, vol. iL pp. 94, 96. 
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mi^ well be doubted whether the whcde oompaas of 
literature furnishes a treatise enriched with such elevated 
sentiments, such glorious aspirations, and such stately and 
overwhekning eloquence. 

If our estimate of the character of the presbyterians of 
that day could be lowered by any additional knowledge of 
their proceedings, it would be by the fact that Milton's plea 
lor unlicensed printing, while it covered them with shame, 
led to no practical result, but that the barbarous system of 
controlling Hterature by the fetters of the magistrate was 
maintained until the time when their continued baseness 
mid treachery to the cause of freedom sickened the nation, 
and involved them and the Independents, who were worthy 
of a better fate, in one common overthrow. They even wit- 
nessed unmoved the conversion of one of the licensers them- 
selves. This was Gilbert Mabbot, who sought his discharge 
from this igncnninious service, according to Jolland, in 1645. 
This date, however, would seem to be incorrect, as a minute 
statement of the case is given in a weekly paper entitled 
" A perfect Diurnal of some Passages in Parliament, and the 
daily proceedings of the army under his Excellency the Lord 
Fairfax, from May 21 st to May 28, 1649." The statement is 
as follows : — " Mr. Mabbot hath long desired several mem- 
bers of the house, and lately the council of state, to move 
the house that he might be discharged of licensing books for 
the future, for the reasons following: viz. Because many 
thousands of scandalous and malignant pamphlets have been 
published with his name thereunto, as if he had licensed the 
same, (though he never saw them) on purpose (as he con- 
ceives) to prejudice him in his reputation amongst the ho- 
nest party of this nation. II. Because that employment (he 
conceives) is unjust and illegal, as to the ends of its first 
institution, viz., to stop the press from publishing anything 
that might discover the corruption of church and state, in 
the time of popery, episcopacy, and tyranny ; the better to 
keep the people in ignorance, and carry on their popish, &c- 
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tiouSy and tyrannical designs, for the enslaving ( 
tion both of the bodies and souls of all the free p 
nation. III. Because licensing is as g^at a i 
ever was in this nation, in that all men's jud^ 
sons, &c., are to be bonnd up in the licenser's (as t 
for if the author of any sheet, book, or treatise, 
please the fancy, and come within the compass oft 
judgment, then he is not to receive any stamp 
for publishing thereof. IV. Because it is lav 
judgment) to print any book, sheet, &c., withoi 
so as the author and printers do subscribe their 
thereunto, that so they may be liable to answer 
thereof; and if they offend therein, then to be ] 
such laws as are or shall be for those cases pi 
committee of the council of state being satisfied 
and other reasons of Mr. Mabbot concerning lit 
council of state reports to the house : upon whic 
ordered this day that the said Mr. Mabbot be dj 
licensing books for the fotnre." 
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CHAPTEK X. 



Milton's sonnets — ^domestic incidents — conduct of the presbto 
terians — publication of " the tenure of kings and maois* 

TRATEs" — ^EULOGIES ON FAIRFAX, VANE, AND BRADSHAW — ^ANALYSIS 
OF THE TREATISE ON " THE TENURE OF KINGS AND MAGISTRATES." 



The year 1645 constitutes an interval in which we find 
Milton refreshing his mind after a campaign of controversy 
with the more congenial pursuits of imaginative Kterature, 
He now published, with his name, an edition of all his Eng- 
lish, Latin, and Italian poems. Of the twenty-three sonnets 
which Milton has left us, only ten were published in this 
volume, the rest having been produced subsequentiy. Dr. 
Johnson says, that " they do not deserve any particular criti- 
cism, for of the best it can only be said, that they are not bad ; 
and perhaps only the eighth and the twenty-first are truly 
entitled to this slender commendation. The fabric of a son- 
net, however adapted to the Italian language, has never suc- 
ceeded in ours, which having greater variety of termination 
requires the rhymes to be often changed." Alluding once 
in conversation to the inferiority of Milton's sonnets to the 
other efforts of his muse, Dr. Johnson characteristically ob- 
served, " Milton was a genius that could carve a Colossus 
from a rock, but could not cut heads upon cherry stones ;" 
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and there can be no doubt that snch a mind as his 
moved with miwonted constraint under the fetters im- 
posed by the £requent rhymes essential to the construc- 
tion of the sonnets It is, indeed, best adapted to the 
language of Italy, in which it is indigenous, and does not 
arrive at perfection when cultivated in any other soil. Mr. 
Macaulay takes a different and somewhat novel view of these 
publications. " Traces," he says, " of the peculiar character 
of Milton may be found in all his works, but it is most 
strongly displayed in the sonnets. Those remarkable poems 
have been underrated by critics who have not understood 
their nature. They have no epigrammatic point There is 
none of the ingenuity of Filicaga in the thought — ^none of the 
hard and brilliant enamel of Petrarch in the style. They are 
simple but majestic records of the feelings of the poet ; as 
little tricked out for the pubHc eye as his diary would have 
been. A victory, an unexpected attack upon the city, a mo- 
mentary fit of depression or exultation, a jest thrown out 
against one of his books, a dream which for a short time 
restored to him that beautiful face over which the grave had 
closed for ever, led him to musings which, without effort, 
shaped themselves into verse. The imity of sentiment and 
severity of style which characterise these little pieces remind 
us of the Greek Anthology, or, perhaps, still more, of (he 
Collects of the English Liturgy. The noble poem on the 
Massacres of Piedmont, is strictly a collect in verse. 

" The sonnets are more or less striking according as the 
occasions which g^ve birth to them are more or less interest- 
ing. But they are almost without exception dignified by a 
sobriety and greatness of mind to which we know not where 
to look for a parallel. It would, indeed, be scarcely safe to 
draw any decided inferences as to the character of a writer, 
from passages directly egotistical. But the qualities which 
we have ascribed to Milton, though, perhaps, most strongly 
marked in those parts of his works which treat of his per- 
sonal feelings, are distinguishable in every page, and impart 
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to all his writings^ prose and poetry, English, Latin, and 
Italian, a strong family likeness."* 

Of the sonnets thus specially referred to by these critics, 
the two following must suffice as specimens. The former 
"was written when an assault on the city was anticipated, the 
royal forces having advanced as near to it as Brentford. 

" Captain, or Colonel, or Knight in arms, 

Whose chance on these defenceless doors may seize, 

If deed of honour did thee ever please, 

Guard them, and him within protect from harms. 

He can requite thee ; for he knows the charms 
That call fame o'er such gentle acts as tbes«. 
And he can spread thy name o'er lands and seas. 
Whatever clime the sun's bright circle warms,+ 

Lift not thy spear against the Muses' bower : 
The great Emathian conqueror bid spare 
The house of Pindarus, when temple and tower 

Went to the ground : and the repeated air 
Of sad Electra's poet had the power 
To save the Athenian walls from ruin bare." 

The second is addressed to the Lord General Cromwell, 
and is as follows : — 

" Cromwell, our chief of men, who through a cloud, 
Not of war only, but detractions rude, 
Guided by faith and matchless fortitude. 
To peace and truth thy glorious way hast plough'd, 

And on the neck of crowned Fortune proud 

Hast re^ar'd God's trophies, and his work pursued; 
While Darwen stream, with blood of Scots imbued, 
And Dunbar field resounds thy praises loud, 

And Worcester's laureat wreath. Yet much remains 
To conquer still ; Peace hath her victories 
No less renown'd than War: + new foes arise 

Threatening to bind our souls with secular chains. 
Help us to save free conscience from the paw 
Of hireling wolves, whose gospel is their maw." 

In the year 1646, the wife of Milton gave hirth to her 

* Edinburgh Keview, vol. xlii. pp. 324, 325. 
+ Milton evidently had in his mind Horace's Ode to Censorinus. 
Carminum. Lib. iv., od. 8. 
J Occulta spolia, et plures de pace triumphos. — Juvenal. 
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first daughter, Anne, who, from some canse unknown, was 
lame either from her birth or from very early childhood. 
In the following year occurred the death of his aged and 
only surviving parent. About the same time his wife's 
family were restored to the possession of their patrimonial 
estates, and finally quitted the roof beneath which they had 
been so generously sheltered. While detailing the few 
particulars which we possess of Milton's private life at this 
time, it may be added, that in 1647 his family was increased 
by the birth of his second daughter, Mary; and that, in the 
same year, for what reason is not known, he removed from 
his house in Barbican to one in Holbom, the back part of 
which opened into Lincoln's-inn-fields. 

Meanwhile, public events were occurring of sufficient 
magnitude to influence the complexion of this coimtry's 
constitution and destiny, even to the days in which we live, 
but in which the privacy of Milton's position did not allow 
of his taking an active part. 

The civil war had been virtually terminated by the battle 
of Naseby, and the misguided monarch was from this time 
a captive ; his condition being only varied by the different 
degrees of liberty which the caution of his victors, justified 
by a life of faithlessness and falsehood, inclined them to 
concede. " They had to deal with a man whom no tie could 
bind ; a man who made and broke promises with equal 
facility; a man whose honour had been a hundred times 
pawned, and never redeemed." The essential duplicity of 
his character marked every act of that brief period of pro- 
bation which intervened between the final defeat of his arms 
and the termination of his career. The leaders of the Par- 
liament and the army, alike wearied out and disgusted with 
his violation of every agreement which the public safety re- 
quired him to enter into, aiTaigncd him before the Parlia- 
ment, and convicted and sentenced him to the death of a 
traitor. The presbyterians, now removed from power, in a 
spirit worthy of their recent history, endangered the public 
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iranquillity by their clamours against the execution of the 
king. During this time Milton had been silent; he had, 
indeed, written the work we have next to examine, entitled 
" The Tenure of Kings and Magistrates," in the course of the 
year 1647, but it was not published imtil after the execu- 
tion of the monarch, in January, 1648, and then only for 
the purpose of composing the public mind, and reconciling 
the disaffected to the new government. " Though we think, 
says Mr. Macaulay, " the conduct of the regicides blameable, 
that of Milton appears to us in a very different light. The 
deed was done. It could not be undone. The evil was in- 
curred ; and the object was to render it as small as possible. 
"We censure the chiefs of the army for not yielding to the 
popular opinion ; but we cannot censure Milton for wishing 
to change that opinion. The very feeling which would have 
restrained us from conMnitting the act, would liave led us, 
after it had been committed, to defend it against the ravings 
of servility and superstition. For the sake of public liberty, 
we wish that the thing had not been done, while the people 
disapproved of it. But, for the sake of public liberty, we 
should also have wished the people to approve of it when it 
was done."* 

Milton himself, at a subsequent period, when it was un- 
necessary for him to defend himself, declares, " Neither did 
I write anything respecting the regal jurisdiction, till the 
king, proclaimed an enemy by the senate, and overcome in 
arms, was brought captive to his trial, and condemned to 
suffer death. When, indeed, some of the presbyterian 
leaders, lately the most inveterately hostile to Charles, but 
now irritated by the prevalence of the Independents in the 
nation and the senate, and stung with resentment, not of 
the fact, but of their own want of power to commit it, ex- 
claimed against the sentence of the Parliament upon the 
king, and raised what commotions they could, by daring to 
assert that the doctrine of the Protestant divines, and of all 
* Edinburgh Review, vol. xlii., p. 334. 
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the reformed churches, was strong in reprobation of this 
severity to kings, — then at length I conceived it to be my 
duty publicly to oppose so much obvious and palpable false- 
hood. Neither did I then direct my argument or persuasion 
personally against Charles ; but, by the testimony of many of 
the most eminent divines, I proved what course of conduct 
might lawfully be observed towards tyrants in general; 
and, with the zeal almost of a preacher, I attacked the 
strange ignorance or the wonderful impudence of these 
men, who had lately amused us with the promises of better 
things. This work was not published till after the death 
of the king; and was written rather to tranquillize the 
minds of men, than to discuss any part of the question 
respecting Charles — a question the decision of which be- 
longed to the magistrate, and not to me, and which had 
now received its final determination." 

Although Milton had never actively interfered in the 
measures which led to the execution of Charles, he was no 
uninterested observer of the great drama of which England 
was the theatre. No man felt more deeply than he vdiat 
the most eloquent of his analysts has written, that "he 
lived at one of the most memorable eras in the history of 
mankind; at the very crisis of the great conflict between 
Oromasdes and Arimanes, — liberty and despotism, reason 
and prejudice. That great battle was fought for no single 
generation, for no single land. The destinies of the human 
race were staked on the same cast with the freedom of the 
English people. Then were first proclaimed those mighty 
principles which have since worked their way into the 
depths of the American forests, which have roused Greece 
from the slavery and degradation of two thousand years, 
and which, from one end of Europe to the other, have 
kindled an unquenchable fire in the hearts of the oppressed, 
and loosed the knees of the oppressors with a strange and 
imwonted fear!"* 

♦ Edinburgh RcTiew, vol. xlii., pp. 824, 826. 
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What Milton's views were of the much-disputed act that 
interrupted the royal succession, is sufficiently manifest from 
the treatise presently to be noticed, and from his two De- 
fences of the People of England. This, however, seems the 
appropriate place in which to present his opinions of the 
principal actors in that tragic scene. Dr. Johnson observes, 
with his accustomed injustice, that no man who has written 
so much as Milton has, is so seldom known to bestow praise 
upon others. We have already noticed the cordial respect 
he repeatedly testified for his Italian friends : the catalogue 
in refutation of Dr. Johnson's remark will now be increased 
by the names of Sir Henry Vane, Fairfax, Bradshaw, and 
Cromwell. His eulogy upon the Protector will be most fitly 
introduced hereafter. Those upon Fairfax and Vane are 
contained in the following sonnets : — 

" TO THE LORD GENEBAL FAIRFAX. 

Fairfax ! whose name in arms through Europe rings, 
Filling each mouth with envy or with praise, 
And all her jealous monarchs with amaze 
And rumours loud, that daunt remotest kings ; 

Thy firm unshaken virtue ever brings 

Victory home, though new rebellions raise 
Their hydra heads, and the false North displays 
Her broken league to imp their serpent wings. 

O, yet a noble task awaits thy hand, 

(For what can war but endless war still breed ?) 
Till truth and right from violence be freed. 

And public faith clear'd from the shameful brand 
Of public fraud. In vain doth Valour bleed, 
While Avarice and Eapine share the land." 

" TO SIB HENRY VANE THE YOUNGER. 

Vane ! young in years, but in sage counsel old. 
Than whom a better senator ne'er held 
The helm of Rome, when gowns, not arms, repell'd 
The fierce Epirot and the Afran bold : 

Whether to settle peace, or to unfold 

The drift of hollow states hard to be spell'd ; 
Then to advise how War may, best upheld. 
Move by her two main nerves, iron and gold, 
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In all her equipage : besides to know 

Both spiritual power and civil, what each means, 

What severs each, thou hast leam'd, which few have done 

The bounds of either sword to thee we owe : 
Therefore on thy firm hand Beligion leans 
In peace, and reckons thee her eldest son." 

The historical panegyric upon Bradshaw is found in 
Milton's " Second Defence of the People of England ;" and 
as that work, like the "First Defence," was written in 
Latin, it is presented in the following translation : — " John 
Bradshaw * (a name which wiU be repeated with applause 
wherever liberty is cherished or is known) was sprung from 
a noble family. All his early life he sedulously employed 
in making himself acquainted with the laws of his country ; 
he then practised with singular success and reputation at 
the bar : he showed himself an intrepid and unwearied 
advocate for the liberties of the people : he took an active 
part in the most momentous affairs of the State, and occa- 
sionally discharged the functions of a judge, with the most 
inviolable integrity. At last, when he was entreated by 
the Parliament to preside in the trial of the king, he did 
not refuse the dangerous office. To a profound knowledge 

* An American monumental inscription to the memory of this 
extraordinary man should not be omitted here. It is said to have 
been dated from Anapolis, June Slst, 1773, and to have been engraven 
on a cannon, whence copies were taken and hung up in almost every 
house in the continent of America : — 

" Stranger ! ere thou pass, contemplate this cannon, nor regardless 
be told that near its base lies deposited the dust of John Bradshaw, 
who, nobly superior to selfish regards, despising alike the pageantry 
of courtly splendour, the blast of calumny, and the terror of regal 
vengeance, presided in the illustrious band of heroes and patriots who 
fairly and openly adjudged Charles Stuart, tyrant of England, to a 
public and exemplary death, thereby presenting to the amazed world, 
and transmitting down through applauding ages, the most glorious 
example of unshaken virtue, love of freedom, and impartial justice, 
ever exhibited on the blood-stained theatre of human action. Oh ! 
reader, pass not on till thou hast blessed his memory, and never, 
never forget, tJiat rebeliion to tyrants is obedience to God." 



EULOGY ON BRADSHAW. 135 

of the law, he added the most comprehensive views, the 
most generous sentiments, manners the most obliging and 
the most pure. Hence he discharged that office with a pro- 
priety almost without a parallel j he inspired both respect 
and awe ; and, though menaced by the daggers of so many 
assassins, he conducted himself with so much consistency 
and gravit7-with so much presence of mind, and so much 
dignity of demeanour, that he seems to have been purposely 
destined by Providence for that part which he so nobly 
acted on the theatre of the world. And his glory is as 
much exalted above that of all other tyrannicides, as it 
is more humane, more just, and more strikingly grand, 
judicially to condemn a tyrant, than to put him to death 
without a trial. In other respects there was no forbidding 
austerity, no moroseness in his manner ; he was courteous 
and benign; but the great character which he then sus- 
tained, he with perfect consistency still sustains, so that 
you would suppose that not only then, but in every future 
period of his life, he was sitting in judgment upon the king. 
In the public business his activity is unwearied; and he 
alone is equal to a host. At home his hospitality is as 
splendid as his fortune will permit : in his friendships there 
is the most inflexible fidelity ; and no one more readUy dis- 
cerns merit, or more liberally rewards it. Men of piety 
and learning, ingenious persons in all professions, those who 
have been distinguished by their courage or their misfor- 
tunes, are free to participate his bounty ; and if they want 
not his bounty, they are sm-e to share his friendship and 
esteem. He never ceases to extol the merits of others, or 
to conceal his own; and no one was ever more ready to 
accept the excuses, or to pardon the hostility, of his poli- 
tical opponents. If he undertake to plead the cause of the 
oppressed, to solicit the favour or deprecate the resentment 
of the powerful, to reprove the public ingratitude towards 
any particular individual, his address and his perseverance 
arc beyond all praise. On such occasions no one could 
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desire a patron or a friend more able, more zealous, or more 
eloquent. No menace could divert him from his purpose ! 
no intimidation on the one hand, and no promise of emolu^ 
ment or promotion on the other, could alter the serenity of 
his countenance, or shake the firmness of his souL By these 
virtues, vrhich endeared him to his friends, and commanded 
the respect even of his enemies, he, sir, has acquired a name 
vrhich, while you and such as you are mouldering in obK- 
vion, will flourish in every age, and in every country in the 
world."* 

The title of the treatise now imder notice is as follows : — 
"The Tenure of Kings and Magistrates: proving that it 
is lawfrd, and hath been held so through all ages, for any, 
who have the power, to call to account a tyrant, or wicked 
king, and, after due conviction, to depose, and put him to 
death, if the ordinary magistrate have neglected or denied 
to do it. And that they who of late so much blame de- 
posing, are the men that did it themselves." Milton com- 
mences with laying down what are the true moral principles 
with relation to political tyranny, affirming that " none can 
love freedom heartily but good men ;t the rest love not free- 
dom, but licence, which never hath more scope or more 
indulgence than under tyrants;" and, with pointed refer- 
ence to the presbyterian apostacy, he adds, " And although 
sometimes for shame, and when it comes to their own griev- 
ances, of purse especially, they would seem good patriots, 
and side with the better cause, yet when others, for the deli- 
verance of their country endued with fortitude and heroic 

* Prose Works, vol. i., pp. 267, 268. 

+ Robert Hall, in Ms sermon on the death of Dr. Ryland, observes 
that it has been alleged against the Christian religion, that it does not 
prescribe the duties of patriotism and friendship ; but argues, in reply, 
that it supplies the only system of morals from which those virtues 
can result. With respect to friendship, Cicero afltened, in his trea- 
tise " De Amicitia," that it could only subsist between virtuous men • 
and Milton here maintains that general moral excellence must en- 
gender that sentiment which alone deserves the name of patriotism. 
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virtue to fear nothing but the curse written against those 

* that do the work of the Lord negligently/ would go on to 
remove, not only the calamities and thraldoms of a people, 
but the roots and causes whence they spring ; straight these 
men, and sure helpers at need, as if they hated only the 
miseries, but not the mischiefs, after they have juggled and 
paltered with the world, bandied and borne arms against 
their king, divested him, disanointed him, nay, cursed him 
all over in their pulpits, and their pamphlets, to the en- 
gaging of sincere and real men beyond what is possible or 
honest to retreat from, not only turn revolters from those 
principles, which only could at first move them, but lay the 
strain of disloyalty, and worse, on those proceedings which 
are the necessary consequences of their own former actions ; 
nor disliked by themselves, were they managed to the entire 
advantages of their own faction ; not considering the while 
that he toward whom they boasted their new fidelity, 
counted them accessory; and by those statutes and laws, 
which they so impotently brandish against others, would 
have doomed them to a traitor's death for what they have 
done already."* 

• Mr. St. John, in his edition of the prose works of Milton, makes 
the following comment upon this passage : — " Dr. Zachary Grey, the 
learned, but partial aud prejudiced editor of Hudibras, has, with the 
diligence of one who performs a labour of love, scraped together in 
his notes everjrthing the paltry literature of the Restoration could 
supply against the preachers and soldiers of the Commonwealth. He, 
however, corroborates Milton's charge against the Presbyterians, of 
having at the outset preached a crusade against royalty ; but is far 
from joining with the poet in reprehending their backwardness to 

* fight it out, mordicut — to death.' * The Presbyterians (many of whom, 
before the war, had got, he observes, into parish churches) preached 
the people into rebellion ; incited them to take up arms and fight the 
Lord's battles, and destroy the Amalekites, root and branch, hip and 
thigh, and to root out the wicked from the earth ; that was, in their 
sense, all that loved the king, the bishops, and the common prayer.' 
'It has been fully made out, that many of the regicides were drawn 
into the grand rebellion by the direful imprecations of seditious 
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Milton now subjects the meanness and tergiyersation of 
the presbyterians to an unsparing exposure, showing that 
they reversed their policy from purely selfish motives ; that 
they were tainted at heart with the same spiritual despotism 
under which they had themselves suffered ; and that they 
were seeking to profit by a political transition, in order to 
establish themselves in the place vacated by the frustrated 
faction of prelacy. He then addresses himself to the ethical 
part of his subject, in the following passage : — " But who 
in particular is a tyrant, cannot be determined in a general 
discourse, otherwise than by supposition; his particular 
charge, and the sufficient proof of it, must determine that : 
which I leave to magistrates, at least to the uprighter sort 
of them, and of the people, though in number less by many, 
in whom faction least hath prevailed above the law of 
nature and right reason, to judge as they find cause. But 
this I dare own as part of my faith, that if such a one there 
be, by whose commission whole massacres have been com- 
mitted on his faithful subjects, his provinces offered to pawn 
or alienation, as the hire of those whom he had solicited to 
come in and destroy whole cities and countries ; be he king, 
or tyrant, or emperor, the sword of justice is above him ; in 
whose hand soever is found sufficient power to avenge the 
effiision and so great a deluge of innocent blood. For if aU 
human power to execute, not accidentally, but intendedly, 
the wrath of God upon evil-doers, without exception, be of 
God; then that power, whether ordinary, or, if that £Eiil, 
extraordinary, so executing that intent of God, is lawfrd, 

preachers from the pulpit.' Dr. South relates that ' he had it from 
the mouth of Axtell the regicide, that he, with many more, went into 
that execrable war with such a controlling horror upon their spirits 
from those public sermons, especially of Brooks and Calamy, that 
they verily believed they should have been accursed of God for ever 
if they had not acted their part in the dismal tragedy, and heartily 
done the devil's work.' — {Sermons, i. 513.) He adds, that ' it was the 
pulpit that supplied the field with swordsmen, and the parliament- 
house with incendiaries.' " 
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and not to be resisted. But to unfold more at large this 
wkole question, though with all expedient brevity, I shall 
here set down, from first beginning, the original of kings ; 
how and wherefore exalted to that dignity above their 
brethren; and from thence shall prove, that, turning to 
tyranny, they may be as lawfully deposed and pimished, as 
they were at first elected: this I shall do by authorities 
and reasons, not learnt in comers among schisms and 
heresies, as our doubling divines are ready to calumniate, 
but fetched out of the midst of choicest and most authentic 
learning, and no prohibited authors j nor many heathen, but 
Mosaical, Christian, orthodoxal, and, which must needs be 
more convincing to our adversaries, presbyterial."* 

In pursuance of this purpose, he first presents a brief but 
philosophical history of political constitutions, and deduces 
from it the following conclusions : — First, that the power of 
kings and magistrates is only derivative — transferred and 
committed to them by the people, in trust for the common 
good of the entire community, in whom the power yet 
remains fundamentally, and from whom it cannot be alien- 
ated without a violation of their natural birthright; and 
consequently that such titles as sovereign lord, natural lord, 
and the Uke, are "either arrogancies or flatteries." Se- 
. condly, "that to say, as is usual, the king hath as good 
right to his crown and dignity as any man to his inherit- 
ance, is to make the subject no better than the king's slave, 
his chattel, or his possession that may be bought and sold : 
and doubtless, if hereditary title were sufficiently inquired, 
the best foundation of it would be found but either in cour- 
tesy or convenience. But suppose it to be of right heredi- 
tary, what can be more just and legal, if a subject for 
certain crimes be to forfeit by law from himself and posterity 
all his inheritance to the king, than that a king, for crimes 
prc^ortional, should forfeit all his title and inheritance to 
the people ? Unless the people must be thought created all 

* Prose Works, vol. ii., pp. 7, 8. 
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for him, he not for them, and they all in one body inferior 
to him single ; which were a kind of treason against the 
dignity of mankind to affirm. Thirdly, it follows, that to say 
kings are accountable to none but God, is the overturning of 
all law and government. For if they may refuse to give 
account, then all covenants made with them at coronation, 
all oaths are in vain, and mere mockeries ; all laws which 
they swear to keep, made to no purpose : for if the king 
fear not God, (as how many of them do not,) we hold then 
our lives and estates by the tenure of his mere grace and 
mercy, as from a god, not a mortal magistrate; a position 
that none but court parasites or men besotted woidd main- 
tain!"* 

This position Milton fortifies by references to ancient his- 
tory, both sacred and profeme, and adds : — ** It follows, lastly, 
that since the king or magistrate holds his authority of the 
people, both originally and naturally for their good, in the 
first place, and not his own, then may the people, as oft as 
they shall judge it for the best, either choose him or reject 
him, retain him or depose him, though no tyrant, merely by 
the liberty and right of freebom men to be governed as 
seems to them best." This he supports by numerous pas- 
sages both from the Old and New Testaments. 

He next shows that the sacred writers, in prescribing the 
duty of civil subordination, at the same time define the 
power to which such obedience is due, namely, those who 
are a terror only to evil-doers, and a protection and encou- 
ragement to those that do well; and adds, "If such only 
be mentioned here as powers to be obeyed, and our submis- 
sion to them only required, then doubtless those powers that 
do the contrary are no powers ordained of God; and by 
consequence no obligation laid upon us to obey, or not to 
resist them. And it may be well observed, that both these 
apostles, whenever they give this precept, express it in 
terms not concrete, but abstract, as logicians are wont to 
♦ Prose Works, toI. ii., pp. 12, 18. 
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speak ; that is, they mention the ordinance, the power, the 
authority, before the persons that execute it ; and what that 
power is, lest we should be deceived, they describe exactly. 
So that if the power be not such, or the person execute not 
such power, neither the one nor the other is of God, but of 
the devil, and by consequence to be resisted." After fencing 
this position, as before, with the authority of revelation, he 
concludes : — " We may from hence with more ease and force 
of argument determine what a tyrant is, and what the 
people may do against him. A tyrant, whether by wrong 
or by right coming to the crown, is he who, regarding nei- 
ther law nor the conmion good, reigns only for himself and 
his faction : thus St. Basil, among others, defines him. And 
because his power is great, his will boundless and exorbi- 
tant, the fulfilling whereof is for the most part accompanied 
with innumerable wrongs and oppressions of the people — 
murders, massacres, rapes, adulteries, desolation, and sub- 
version of cities and whole provinces — look how great a 
good and happiness a just king is, so great a mischief is a 
tyrant,* as he the public father of his country, so this the 
common enemy. Against whom what the people lawfully 
may do, as against a common pest and destroyer of man- 
kind, I suppose no man of clear judgment need go further 
to be guided than by the very principles of nature in him."* 
Milton next shows that there is no such peculiarity in 
the relation subsisting between a monarch and his subjects, 
as removes it from the operation of those great moral prin- 
ciples which apply to all the other relations of mankind. 
" Who knows not," he says, " that there is a mutual bond 
of amity and brotherhood between man and man over all 
the world ? neither is it the English sea that can sever us 
from that duty and relation: a straiter bond yet there is 
between fellow-subjects, neighbom*s, and friends. But when 
any of these do one to another so as hostility could do no 
worse, what doth the law decree less against them, than 
• Prose Works, vol. iL, pp. 17, 18. 
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open enemies and invaders ? or if the law be not present or 
too weak, what doth it warrant ns to less than single defence 
or civil war ? and from that time forward the law of civil 
defensive war differs nothing from the law of foreign hos- 
tility. Nor is it distance of place that makes enmity, bnt 
enmity that makes distance. He, therefore, that keeps peace 
with me, near or remote, of whatsoever nation, is to me, as 
far as all civil and hmnan offices, an Englishman and a 
neighbour : but if an Englishman, forgetting all laws, 
human, civil, and religious, offend against life and liberty, 
to him offended, and to the law in his behalf, though bom 
in the same womb, he is no better than a Turk, a Saracen, 
a heathen."* 

This position Milton proceeds to fortify by the Old Tes- 
tament examples of Ehud, Samuel, and David; and then, 
passing from example to precept, descends to the principles 
of the New Testament dispensation. He comments on the 
contrast established between the " princes of the Gentiles '* 
and his servants ; and emphatically notices that he speaks 
of them as " they that seem to rule " (in the common ver- 
sion, " they which are accounted to rule "), " either slighting 
or accounting them no lawful rulers;" adding, "and al- 
though he himself were the meekest, and came on earth to 
be so, yet to a tyrant we hear him not vouchsafe an humble 
word ; but, * Tell that fox,' Luke xiii. 32. So fer we ought 
to be from thinking that Christ and his gospel shoidd be 
made a sanctuary from justice for tyrants, to whom his law 
before never gave such protection." 

Pursuing the course of this argument, from the times of 
Christ through the history of nominally Christian states, he 
thus applies it to our own country: — " Gildas, the most an- 
cient of all our historians, speaking of those times wherein 
the Roman empire decaying, quitted and relinquished what 
right they had by conquest to this island, and resigned it 
all into the people's hands, testifies that the people thuis 

* Prose Works, vol. ii., pp. 17, 18. 
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reinvested with their own original right, ahout the year 446, 
both elected them kings, whom they thought best, (the first 
Christian British kings that ever reigned here since the 
Romans,) and by the same right, when they apprehended 
cause, usually deposed and put fhem to death. This is the 
most fundamental and ancient tenure that any king of Eng- 
land can produce or pretend to ; in comparison of which, all 
other titles and pleas are but of yesterday. If any object, 
that Gildas condemns the Britons for so doing, the answer 
is as ready — that he condemns them no more for so doing 
than he did before for choosing such ; for, saith he, * They 
anointed them kings not of God, but such as were 4more 
bloody than the rest.' Next, he condenms them not at all 
for deposing or putting them to death, but for doing it over 
hastily, without trial or well examining the cause, and for 
electing others worse in their room. Thus we have here 
both domestic and most ancient examples, that the people 
of Britain have deposed and put to death their kings in 
those primitive Christian times. And to couple reason with 
example, if the church in all ages, primitive, Komish, or 
Protestant, held it ever no less their duty than the power of 
their keys, though without express warrant of Scripture, to 
bring indifferently both king and peasant under the utmost 
rigour of their canons and censures ecclesiastical, even to 
the smiting him with a final excommunion, if he persist 
impenitent; what hinders but that the temporal law both 
may and ought, though without a special text or precedent, 
extend with like indifference to the civil sword, to the 
cutting off, without exemption, him that capitally offends, 
seeing that justice and religion are firom the same God, and 
works of justice ofttimes more acceptable ?"* 

After tracing the thread of his argument through more 
modern history, he closes with his main opponents by citing 
John Knox, the head of the presbyterian branch of the 
Keformation, who " maintained openly, at a general assem- 

* Prose Works, vol. ii., pp. 23, 24. 
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hlj, in a dispute against Lethington, the secretary of state, 
that suhjects might and ought to execute God's judgments 
upon their king ; that the fact of Jehu and others against 
their king, having the ground of God's ordinary command 
to put such and such offenders to death, was not extraor- 
dinary, hut to be imitated of all that preferred the honour 
of God to the affection of flesh and wicked princes ; that 
kings, if they offend, have no privilege to be exempted from 
the punishments of law, more than any other subject : so 
that if the king be a murderer, adidterer, or idolater, he 
should suffer, not as a king, but as an offender; and this 
position he repeats again and again before them." This 
judgment he further shows to be in accordance with the 
principles of the Keformers generally. "And Knox," he 
adds, " being commanded by the nobility to write to Calvin 
and other learned men for their judgments in that question, 
re^ed, alleging that both himself was folly resolved in 
conscience, and had heard their judgments, and had the 
same opinion under handwriting of many the most godly 
and most learned that he knew in Europe ; that if he should 
move the question to them again, what should he do but 
show his own forgetfalness or inconstancy?" To this he 
adds the embassy of the Scots to Queen Elizabeth, with 
reference to the deposition of Mary, in which they openly 
assumed the right of making and deposing monarchs, main- 
taining that regal power was nothing else but a mutual 
covenant or stipulation between king and people, and pro- 
ceeds to prove that the presbyterians had in Parliament 
acted on this constitutional principle. " There is' nothing," 
he says, "that so actually makes a king of England, as 
rightful possession and supremacy in all causes both civil 
and ecclesiastical: and nothing that so actually makes a 
subject of England as those two oaths of allegiance and 
supremacy observed without equivocating, or any mental 
reservation. Out of doubt, then, when the king shall 
command things already constituted in church or state. 
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obedience is the true essence of a subject, either to do, if it be 
lawful, or if he hold the thing unlawful, to submit to that 
penalty which the law imposes, so long as he intends to 
remain a subject. Therefore when the people, or any part 
of them, shall rise against the king and his authority, exe- 
cuting the law in anything establi^ed, civil or ecclesiastical, 
I do not say it is rel^ellion, if the thing commanded though 
established be unlawful, and that they sought first all due 
means of redress (and no man is further bound to law) ; 
but I Say it is an absolute renouncing both of supremacy 
and allegiance, which, in one w(»'d, is an actual and total 
deposing of the king, and the setting up of another supreme 
authority over them. And whether the Presbyterians have 
not done all this and much more, they will not put me, I 
suppose, to reckon up a seven years' story, &esh in the 
memory of all men." After detailing their political course, 
he concludes : " To speak more in brief, they have deposed 
him, not only by depriving him of the execution of his 
authority, but by conferring it upon others." It is singular 
that Milton should not have adopted the more direct argu- 
ment used by the latest editor of his prose works. Mr. St» 
John places them in the following simple dilemma : The 
Presbyterians having taken up arms against the king, and 
fought with him in the field, had necessarily been often in 
a position where they might have slain him. If they were 
now right, therefore, they had then been wrong ; and vice 
versa. 

He next lays down that covenants, of whatever descrip- 
tion, including that between a king and a people, are abso- 
lutely voided by the violation of their conditions, and that 
from this must arise an appeal to the original principles of 
justice, as if such covenant had never existed ; and having 
shown that these conditions had been repeatedly violated by 
the deposed monarch, he vindicates the course which had 
been pursued towards him. " It is not," he says, " neither 
ought to be, the glory of a protestant state never to have 

L 
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put their king to death ; it is the glory of a protestant king 
never to have deserved death. And if the parliament and 
military comicil do what they do without precedent, if it 
appear their duty, it argues the more wisdom, virtue, and 
magnanimity that they know themselves able to be a pre- 
cedent to others, who perhaps in future, ages, if they prove 
not too degenerate, will look up with honour, and aspire 
towards these exemplary and matchless deeds of their an- 
cestors, as to the highest top of their civil glory and emu- 
lation; which heretofore, in the pursuance of &me and 
foreign dominion, spent itself vaingloriously abroad, but 
henceforth may learn a better fortitude, to dare execute 
highest justice on them that shall by force of arms endea- 
vour the oppressing and bereaving of religion and their 
liberty at home. That no unbridled potentate or tyrant, 
but to his sorrow, for the future may presume such high and 
irresponsible licence over mankind, to havoc and turn upside 
down whole kingdoms of men, as though they were no more 
in respect of his perverse will than a nation of pismires." * 

This he further justifies, in conclusion, by citing the autho- 
rity of Luther, Calvin, Zwinglius, Bucer, ParsBus, Knox, and 
several other authorities, from among the earliest and best 
of the Reformers. Unhappily his arguments and his elo- 
quence were alike addressed to the ears of the deaf. The 
Presbyterians still maintained the spirit of prelacy, under 
the guise of Nonconformity, and to them must be attri- 
buted the extinction of the fairest prospect of religious 
freedom that ever shone upon this nation, and the gloomy 
darkness in which it sunk, and which the efforts of suc- 
ceeding centuries have not prevailed to disperse. 

♦ Prose Works, vol. ii. p. 34. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE ARTICLES OF PEACE — ^MANIFESTO OF THE PRES- 
BYTERY AT BELFAST — MILTON COMPOSES FOUR BOOKS OF HIS ENG- 
LISH HISTORY — IS APPOINTED LATIN SECRETARY UNDER CROMWELL 
— SELECTION FROM HIS LETTERS OF STATE — PERSECUTION OF THE 
WALDENSES — HIS SUCCESSFUL EFFORTS IN THEIR BEHALF — HIS 
SONNET ON THE MASSACRE IN PIEDMONT. 

Milton *s next work was entitled " Observations on the 
Articles of Peace with the Irish Rebels, and the Repre- 
sentation of the Presbytery at Belfast." On the humiliating 
articles of peace concluded by the Earl of Ormond, in the 
name of the king, with the monsters who had murdered in 
cold blood forty thousand of their Protestant fellow subjects, 
his opinion is thus expressed: — "As for these articles of 
peace made with those inhuman rebels and papists of Ire-^ 
land by the late king, as one of his last mastei-pieces, we may 
be confidently persuaded, that no true-bom Englishman can 
so much as barely read them without indignation and dis- 
dain, that those bloody rebels, and so proclaimed and judged 
of by the king himself, after the merciless and barbarous 
massacre of so many thousand English, (who had used their 
right and title to that coihitry with such tenderness and 
moderation, and might otherwise have secured themselves 
with ease against their treachery,) should be now graced 
and rewarded with such freedoms and enlargements, as none 
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of their ancestors could ever merit by their best obedience, 
which at best was always treacherous ; to be enfranchised 
with full liberty equal to their conquerors, whom the just 
revenge of ancient piracies, cruel captivities, and the cause- 
less infestation of our coast had warrantably called over, and 
the long prescription of many hundred years, besides what 
other titles are acknowledged by their own Irish parliament, 
had fixed and seated in that soil with as good a right as the 
merest natives/** 

The manifesto of the Presbytery at Belfast is scarcely less 
offensive to the generous nature of Milton; it breathes 
throughout a spirit of sanctimoniousness, bigotry, and arro- 
gance. One only of their charges against the Parliament 
Bhall be noticed here, for the sake of the admirable senti- 
ment it elicited from Milton in reply. The charge is, that 
they laboured " to establish by laws a imiversal toleration 
of all religions, which is an innovation overturning of unity 
in religion, and so directly repugnant to the Word of God." 
" This," he replies, " touches not the State ; for certainly, 
were they so minded, they need not labour it, but do it, 
having power in their hands ; and we know of no Act as yet 
passed to that purpose. But suppose it done, wherein is the 
covenant broke ? The covenant enjoins us to endeavour the 
extirpation first of popery and prelacy, then of heresy, 
schism, and profaneness, and whatsoever shall be found con- 
# trary to sound doctrine and the power of godliness. • And 
this we cease not to do by all effectual and proper means : 
but these divines might know, that to extirpate all these 
things can be no work of the civil sword, but of the spiritual, 
which is the work of God. No man well in his wits, endea- 
vouring to root up weeds out of his ground, instead of using 
the spade will take a mallet or a beetle. Nor doth the co- 
venant any way engage us to extirpate or to prosecute the 
men, but the heresies and errors in them, which we tell 
these divines, and the rest that understand not, belongs 

* Prose Works, voL ii. p. 180. 
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objB&y to their own Action, in the diligent preaching and 
insisting upon sound doctrine, in the confuting, not the raU^ 
ing down, of errors, encountering hoth in public and private 
conference, and by the power of truth, not of persecutiont 
tsubduing those authors of heretical opinions. . . . And 
whereas they afiBrm, that the tdbrating of aU religions, in 
the manner that we tolerate them, is an innovation ; we 
must acquaint them, that we are able to make it good» if 
need be, both by Scriptoe and the primitive fathers, and the 
frequent assertion of whole churches and protestant states 
in their remonstrances and expostulations against the popish 
tyranny over souls. . . . And surely, when we put 
down bishops and put up presbyters, which the most of them 
have made use of to enrich and exalt themselves, and turn 
the first heel against their benefactors, we did not think* 
that one classic fraternity, so obscure and so remote, should 
involve us and all state-affairs within the censure and juris^ 
diction of Belfast, upon pretence of overseeing their own 
charge. We very well know, that church-'Censures are 
limited to church matters, and these within the compass 
of their own province, or, to say more truly, of their own 
congregation : that affairs of state are not for their med^ 
dling, as we could urge even from their own invectives and 
protestations against the bishops, wherein they tell them 
with much fervency, that ministers of the gospel, neither by 
that function, nor any other which they ought to accept, have 
the least warrant to be pragmatical in the state."* 

The publication of this treatise closed the controversial 
campaign, and Milton again retreated to the more serene 
and congenial pursuits of literature. He had long devoted 
himself in intention to the production of a complete history 
of his country, from the earUest times of which any records 
had descended to posterity. This work he now commenced, 
and completed four books of it, conducting the narrative to 
the union of the Heptarchy under Egbert. This work was 
« PrPM Works, rol ii pp. 189, 199, IH. 
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never completed, though two more hooks, extending the naj^* 
ratiye to the Norman conquest, were written in a suhseqnent 
interval of literary leisure. Of this earlier portion the his- 
torical value assigned hy himself is exceedingly smalL The 
period it emhraced was the twilight interval of myths and 
phantoms hetween the night of unknown antiquity and the 
rise of history. "I have therefore determined/' he says, "to 
hestow the telling over even of these reputed tales, be it for 
nothing else but in favour of our English poets and rheto- 
ricians, who by their art well know how to use them judi- 
ciously." 

This labour was interrupted by the great event of Mil- 
ton's life. A political and spiritual despotism had ter- 
minated with the life of the treacherous and misguided 
Charles I. ; and England had entered on that brief period 
of renovation which had been hailed by Milton with the 
enthusiasm we have seen animating his eloquence. The 
executive government under the republic was committed to 
a council of state, consisting of thirty-eight members of the 
legislature ; and as the diplomatic correspondence of Europe 
was then conducted in Latin, it became necessary to appoint 
a foreign secretary, who combined with other qualifications 
of the highest order, the most familiar acquaintance with 
that language. Among the many wise measures by which 
this period was rendered memorable, the appointment of 
Milton to this office was one of the most important .The 
date of the Conmionwealth has often been indicated as the 
culminating point of England's greatness. This has been 
popularly attributed in a great measure to the administra- 
tive genius of Cromwell ; but it is impossible not to believe 
that the intellectual and moral majesty of Milton con- 
tributed materially to the boasted pre-eminence of this coun- 
try in the scale and the homage of contemporary nations. 

It is difficult to characterize Milton's Letters of State in 
terms of extravagant eulogy. Uncorrupted with the finesse 
of vulgar diplomacy, they are instinct with a philanthropy 
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which extendB its embrace far beyond the conyentional 
limits of nationality, and in imitation of the Divine be- 
nignity recognizes the brotherhood of mankind. Their style 
is stamped with a majesty that fiilly represents the mightiest 
of earthly empires, and with that pacific courtesy, with 
that tender care for the oppressed, and that profound recog- 
nition of the King of kings, which are the most glorious 
insignia of imperial sway. Happy wiU it be for this country 
when these productions shall be reverenced by its rulers, as 
the great ensamples of national behaviour. 

It is obvious that these productions of Milton's pen do not 
admit of an analysis; a selection, therefore, from a few of the 
most characteristic letters, must suffice to exhibit the poet, 
the polemic, and the patriot in the new phase of the states- 
man. The following letter, written by Milton in the name 
of the Protector, to Gustavus of Sweden, affords a specimen 
of the conciliatory spirit infused by Milton into the foreign 
intercourse of his government : — 
" Oliver, Protector of the Commonwealth of England, 4'c., 

to the most Serene Prince CHARLES Gustavus, King of 

the Swedes, Goths, and Vandals. 

" Most Serene King, our dearest Friend and Confederate, — 
"Being assured of your majesty's concurrence both in 
thoughts and counsels for the defence of the Protestant 
faith against the enemies of it, if ever, now at this time 
most dangerously vexatious j though we cannot but rejoice 
at your prosperous success, and the daily tidings of your 
victories, yet on the other side we cannot but be as deeply 
afflicted, to meet with one thing that disturbs and inter- 
rupts our joy ; we mean the bad news intermixed with so 
many welcome tidings, that the ancient friendship between 
your majesty and the States of the United Provinces looks 
with a dubious aspect, and that the mischief is exasperated 
to that height, especially in tbe Baltic Sea, as seems to bode 
an unhappy rupture. We confess ourselves ignorant of the 
Xiauses; but we too easily foresee, that the events, which 
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God avert, will be fatal to the interests of the Protestants. 
And therefore, as well in respect to that most strict alliance 
between ns and your majesty, as out of that affection and 
love to the reformed religion, by which we all of ns onght 
chiefly to be swayed, we thought it our duty, as we have 
most earnestly exhorted the States of the United Provinces 
to peace and moderation, so now to persuade your majesty 
to the same. The Protestants have enemies everywhere, 
enow and to spare, inflamed with inexorable revenge ; they 
never were known to have conspired more perniciously to 
our destruction : witness the valleys of Piedmont, still reek- 
ing with the blood and slaughter of the miserable ; witness 
Austria, lately turmoiled with the emperor's edicts and pro- 
scriptions ; witness Switzerland. But to what purpose is 
it, in many words to call back the bitter lamentations and 
remembrance of so many calamities ? Who so ignorant, as 
not to know, that the counsels of the Spaniards, and the 
Koman pontiff, for these two years have filled all these 
places with conflagrations, slaughter, and vexation of the 
orthodox ? If to these mischiefs there should happen an 
access of dissension among Protestant brethren, more es- 
pecially between two potent states, upon whose courage^ 
wealth, and fortitude, so far as human strength may be 
relied upon, the support and hopes of all the reformed 
churches depend ; of necessity the Protestant religion must 
be in great jeopardy, if not upon the brink of destruction. 
On the other side, if the whole Protestant name would but 
observe perpetual peace among themselves with that same 
brotherly imion as becomes their profession, there would be 
no occasion to fear, what all the artifices or puissance of our 
enemies could do to hurt us which our fraternal concord and 
harmony alone would easily repel and frustrate. And there- 
fore we most earnestly request and beseech your majesty, 
to harbour in your mind propitious thoughts of peace, and 
inclinations ready bent to repair the breaches of your pris- 
tine friendship with the United Provinces, if in any part it 
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HOlj hiive amdentally suffered the decays of mistakes or 
fflisconstmotion. H fliere be anything therein onr kbour, 
our fidelity, and diligence may be XLsefvl toward this com- 
posure, we oflfer and devote all to your service. And may 
the God of heaven favour and prosper your noble and pious 
resolutions, which, together with all felicity, and a perpetual 
course of victory, we cordially wish to your majesty. 
" Your majesty's most affectionate, 

" Oliver, Protector of the Commonwealth 
of England, &e. 
" From our Palace ai Westminster^ Aug, — , 1666."* 

It was during the foreign administration of Milton that 
Immanuel, Duke of Savoy, commenced against the Vaudois 
or Waldenses one of the most cruel religious persecutions 
that have raged in modem time8. Its Tictims were an in- 
offensive and devout community, settled for ages in the val- 
leys of Piedmont, and there preserving, amidst the surround- 
ing darkness of Popish superstition, the light of uncorrupted 
Christianity. Though holding the same fundamental doc- 
trines which the Protestants had embraced, they cannot b* 
classed under the same religious denomination, seeing that 
they never dissented from the Papacy, but claimed, and in 
all probability vdth truth, to be the hereditary representa- 
tives of the apostolic Church originally founded in Ronfe. 
Instigated by ecclesiastical advisers, the duke resolved on 
the extermination of this innocent community, and issued 
an edict for this purpose, the effect of which was speedily 
felt in massacre, torture, and famine. The intelligence of 
these sufferings at once aroused the indignation of Cromwell 
and Milton, and the result was the following temperate and 
admirable letter to the author of the calamity : — 
" Oliver, the Protector, 8fc,, to the most Serene Prince, Im- 

MAJJUEL, Duke of Savoy, Prince of Piedmont, Greeting, 
** Most Serene Prince, — 

*' Letters have been sent us from Geneva, as also from 
• Prose W<nk8, veL U. pp. 283, 288. 
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the Dauphinate, and many other places bordering upon your 
territories, wherein we are g^ven to understand, that such 
of your royal highnesses subjects as profess the reformed 
religion, are commanded by your edict, and by your autho- 
rity, within three days after the promulgation of your edict, 
to depart their native seats and habitations, upon pain of 
capital punishment, and forfeiture of all their fortunes 
and estates, imless they will g^ve security to relinquish their 
religion within twenty days, and embrace the Roman Ca- 
tholic faith. And that when they applied themselves to 
your royal highness in a most suppliant manner, imploring 
a revocation of the said edict, and that, being received into 
pristine favour, they might be restored to the liberty granted 
them by your predecessors, a part of your army fell upon 
them, most cruelly slew several, put others in chains, and 
compelled the rest to fly into desert places, and to the moun- 
tains covered with snow, where some hundreds of £Eunilie8 
are reduced to such distress, that it is greatly to be feared, 
they will in a short time all miserably perish through cold 
and hunger. These things, when they were related to us, 
we could not choose but be touched with extreme grief and 
compassion for the sufferings and calamities of this afflicted 
people. Now in regard we must acknowledge ourselves 
linked together not only by the same tie of humanity, but 
by joint commimion of the same religion, we thought it im- 
possible for us to satisfy our duty to God, to brotherly cha- 
rity, or our profession of the same religion, if we should 
only be affected with a bare sorrow for the misery and cala- 
mity of our brethren, and not contribute all our endeavours 
to relieve and succour them in their unexpected adversity, 
as much as in us lies. Therefore in a greater measure we 
most earnestly beseech and conjure your royal highness, that 
you would call back to your thoughts the moderation of 
your most serene predecessors, and the liberty by them 
granted and confirmed from time to time tx) their subjects 
the Yaudois. In granting and confirming which, as they 
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did that which without all question was most grateful to 
God, who has been pleased to reserve the jurisdiction and 
power over the conscience to himself alone, so there is no 
doubt, but that they had a due consideration of their subjects 
also, whom they foimd stout and most faithful in war, 
and always obedient in peace. And as your royal serenity 
in other things most laudably follows the footsteps of your 
immortal ancestors, so we again and again beseech your 
royal highness not to swerve from the path wherein they 
trod in this particular; but that you would vouchsafe to 
abrogate both this edict, and whatsoever else may be de- 
creed to the disturbance of your subjects upon the account 
of the reformed religion; that you would ratify to them 
their conceded privileges and pristine liberty, and command 
their losses to be repaired, and that an end be put to their 
oppressions. Which if your royal highness shall be pleased 
to see performed, you will do a thing most acceptable to God, 
revive and comfort the miserable in dire calamity, and most 
highly oblige all your neighbours, that profess the reformed 
religion ; but more especially ourselves, who shall be bound 
to look upon your clemency and benignity toward your sub- 
jects as the fruit of our earnest solicitation. Which will 
both engage us to a reciprocal return to all good offices, and 
lay the solid foimdations not only of establishing, but in- 
creasing, alliance and friendship between this republic and 
your dominions. Nor do we less promise this to ourselves 
from your justice and moderation; to which we beseech 
Almighty God to incline your mind and thoughts. And so 
we cordially implore just Heaven to bestow upon your 
highness and your people the blessings of peace and truth, 
and prosperous success in all your affairs. 
'' Whitehall, Sf ay— f 1655."* 

The mingled wisdom and tact exhibited in this communi- 
cation need not be pointed out to any one who considers the 
relative position of the two governments. It was quickly 
• Prose Works, vol. ii. pp. 249—261. 
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followed by wmilar letters addrened to the principtl 
^European powers; some of which demonstrate, that tiik 
tenderness of sympathy and moderation of manner did not 
lack the support of the stem resolution of Cromwell, and 
the magnanimity and decision of the Secretary of State. To 
the Prince of Transylvania he writes, — ^ After fyane had 
reported to us your egregious merits and labours, undertaken 
in behalf of the Christian republic, whai you were pleased 
that all these things, and what you have further in your 
thoughts to do in the defence and for promoting the Chris- 
tian interest, should be in friendly manner imparted to us 
by letters from yourself, this afforded us a more plentiM 
occasion of joy and satisfaction, to hear that God, in those 
remoter regions, had raised up to himself so potent and 
renowned a minister of his glory and providence : and that 
this great minister of heaven, so famed for his courage and 
success, should be desirous to associate with us in the com- 
mon defence of the Protestant religion, at this time wickedly 
assailed by words and deeds. Nor is it to be questioned 
but that God, who has infrised into us both, though sepa- 
rated by such a spacious interval of many climates, the 
same desires and thoughts of defending the orthodox reli- 
gion, will be our instructor and author of the ways and 
means whereby we may be assistant and useful to ourselves 
and the rest of the reformed cities ; provided we watch all 
opportunities, that God shall put into our hands, and be not 
wanting to lay hold of them. In the mean time we cannot 
without an extreme and penetrating sorrow forbear putting 
your highness in mind how unmercifully the Duke of Savoy 
has persecuted his own subjects, professing the orthodox 
faith, in certain valleys, at the feet of the Alps."* 

After detailing as he does, in all his letters on this sub- 
ject, the sufferings of the persecuted Waldenses, he adds, — 
** These things, as they have already been related to your 
highness, so we readily assure ourselves that so mucdi cruelty 

* Prose Works, vol. U. p. 251. 
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cannot bat be grievously displeasing to your ears, and that 
you will not be wanting to afford your tad and sucoonr to 
those miserable wretches, if there be any that survire so 
many slaughters and calamities. For our parts we 
have written to the Duke of Savoy, beseeching him to re- 
move his incensed anger from his subjects; as also to the 
King of France, that he would voudisafe to do the same ; 
and, lastly, to the princes of the reformed religion, to the 
end they might understand our sentiments concerning so 
fell and savage a piece of cruelty. Which, though first 
begun upon those poor and helpless people^ however threat- 
^is all that profess the same religion, and therefore imposes 
upon all a greater necessity of providing for themselves in 
general, and consulting the common safety; which is the 
course that we shall always follow, as God shall be pleased 
to direct us."* 

His appeal to Gustavus of Sweden is in a bolder tone : — 
♦* Now there is nobody can be ignorant tiiat the kings of the 
Swedes have always joined with the reformed, carrying 
their victorious arms into Germany in defence of the Pro- 
testants without distinction. Therefore we make it our 
chief request, and that in a more especial manner to your 
majesty, that you would solicit the Duke of Savoy by letters; 
and, by interposing your intermediating authority, endea- 
vour to avert the horrid cruelty of this edict, if jwssible, 
from people no less innocent than religious. For we think 
it superfluous to admonish your majesty whither these rigor- 
ous beginnings tend, and what they threaten to all the Pro- 
testants in general. But if he rather choose to listen to his 
anger, than to our joint entreaties and intercessions ; if there 
be any tie, any charity or communioif of religion to be be- 
lieved and worshipped, upon consultations duly first commu- 
nicated to your majesty, and the chief of the Protestant 
princes, some other course is to be speedily taken, that such 
a numerous multitude of our innocent brethren may not 

• Prose Works, vol. ii. p. «63. 
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period of our national history. The aimali of that era are 
illuminated with names consecrated to the homage of poa- 
teritjt hj the various claims of genius, piety, and learnings — 
Newton and Barrow, Baxter, Taylor, and Bunyan, Hohbet, 
Clarendon, and South, hut the name of Milton will fix the 
gaze of all ages as the cynosure of that hnght oonstellation. 



CHAPTER XII, 



POBLICATION OF THE EIKON BASILIKE — AUTHORSKIP OF THK EIKON— 
MILTON llEPLTKS IN THE EIKONOKLASTES — PUBLICATION OF THJI 
ROYAL PKFENCE BY SALMASIUS — MILTON REPLIES IN HIS FIRST 
DEFENCK OF THE PEOPLE OF ENGLAND — DESCRIPTION OF THH 
WORK AND OF ITS EFFECTS — THE MOST STRIKING PASSAGES FBOK 
THE DEFENCE OF THE PEOPLE OF ENGLAND. 

Milton's respite from the warfare of controversy was 
destined to be of short duration. The Presbyterians, hostile 
to the Parliament on account of the sentiments of religious 
liberty with which they were animated, were availing them- 
selves of the feelings awakened by the execution of Charles 
to deepen disaficction to the government. Their eflPorts were 
seconded from an imexpected quarter. A book was published 
which purported to be the production of the king, and bore 
the Greek title, " Eikon Basilik^, the Portraiture of his 
Sacred Majesty in his Solitudes and Sufferings." - So great 
was the curiosity excited by this book, which was then 
supposed to have been really written by Charles the First in 
his own defence, that forty-seven editions of it, amounting to 
forty-eight thousand five hundred copies, were disposed of 
in a single year. The Parliament were naturally appre- 
hensive lest the effect of this should be to interrupt the 
peice and prosperity which, under their auspices, were be- 
ginning to be re-established. They therefore intrusted to 

M 
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Milton the task of exposing and oonfnting tiie michstate- 
ments and sophisms it contained. 

Milton's reply was entitled ** Eikonoklastes," the selection 
of which name he thus explains : — " In one thing I mnst 
commend his openness, who gave the title to this book, 
EiKciv Bao-cXcic^, that is to say, The King's Image; and 
by the shrine he dresses out for him, certainly would have 
the people come and worship him. For which reason this 
answer also is entitled, * Eikonoklastes,' the famous surname 
of many Greek emperors, who, in their zeal to the command 
of God, after long tradition of idolatry in the church, took 
courage and broke all superstitious images to pieces.''* 

Kespecting the authorship of the ^'Eikon," there seeins 
but Httle room for reasonable doubt. The multitudes who 
bought and devoured it on its first appearance doubtless 
regarded it as the genuine production of Cliarles ; and Dr. 
South, in one of his Sermons on the Anniversary of the 
King's Execution, gives a somewhat fantastic reason for the 
same belief, viz. that no one else could have written it. 
" For," he adds, " it is composed with such an unfailing 
majesty of diction, that it seems to have been written rather 
with a sceptre than a pen." There is abundant proof that 
it was the production of one Dr. Gauden. This, however, 
was not demonstrated until after the Restoration, though 
Milton, in several passages, shows that his sagacity was not 
imposed upon by the forgery. Nevertheless, he follows his 
antagonist closely, chapter by chapter, through every stage 
of Charles's reign, laying open the falsity of his historical 
statements and suppressions, and driving away his sanc- 
timonious pretensions before a storm of indignant satire. 
Notwithstanding this, Milton affirmed with perfect truth, 
" I did not insult over fallen majesty, as is pretended. I 
only preferred Queen Truth to King Charles. The charge 
of insult, which I foresaw that the malevolent would urge, 

• Prose Works, vol. i. p. 813. 
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I was at some pains to remove in the beginning of the 
work ; and so often as possible in other places." 

The passage to which he here more particularly refers, is 
the opening paragraph of the book, which, as exemplifying 
the dignified feeling with which he entered on this painfiil 
service, should be presented in this place. It is as follows: — 
'' To descant on the misfortunes of a person fallen from so 
high a dignity, who hath also paid his final debt both to 
nature and his faults, is neither of itself a thing commend- 
able, nor the intention of this discourse. Neither was it 
fond ambition, nor the vanity to get a name, present or 
with posterity, by writing against a king. I never was so 
thirsty after fame, nor so destitute of other hopes and 
means, better and more certain to attain it j for kings have 
gained glorious titles from their favourers by writing 
against private men, as Henry VIII. did against Luther ; 
but no man ever gained much honour by writing against a 
king, as not usually meeting with that force of argument in 
such courtly antagonists, which to convince might add to 
his reputation. Kings most commonly, though strong in 
legions, are but weak at argiunent ; as they who ever have 
accustomed from their cradle to use their wiU only as their 
right hand, their reason always as their left. Whence im- 
expectedly constrained to that kind of combat, they prove 
but weak and puny adversaries: nevertheless, for their 
Bakes, who through custom, simplicity, or want of better 
teaching, have not more seriously considered kings, than in 
the gaudy name of majesty, and admire them and their 
doings, as if they breathed not the same breath with other 
mortal men, I shall make no scruple to take up (for it seems 
to be the challenge both of him and all his party) to take 
up this gauntlet, though a king's, in the behalf of liberty 
and the commonwealth."* 

The "Eikonoklastes" was re-edited by Richard Baron, in 
1756, who prefaced it with a brief dissertation, written with 

• Prose Works, voL i. p. 807, 308. 
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great earnestness, and commending the work to the special 
study of his countrymen. AVith reference to the mere coot' 
position he says : — ** The great Milton has a style of his 
own, one fit to express the astonishing sublimity of his 
thoughts, the mighty rigour of his spirit, and that copia of 
invention, that redundancy of imagination, which no 
writer before or since hath equalled. In some places, it is 
confessed, that his periods arc too long, which renders him 
intricate, if not altogether unintelligible, to vulgar readers; 
but these places are not many. In the book before us his 
style is for the most part free and easy, and it abounds both 
in eloquence, and wit, and argument. I am of opinion, that 
the style of this work is the best and most perfect of all his 
prose writings." On the same subject, Mr. St. John remarks, 
with his usual discrimination, — " The • Eikonoklastcs ' 
abounds in passages cf peculiar sweetness and harmony — 
in short sentences— abrupt transitions — interrogations — 
unrounded periods, purposely introduced where the most 
consummate art would have them placed, to break up the 
surface of the style, and banish monotony. Bnt why need 
I dwell on the mere mechanism of his language ? lliough 
frequently attentive to this point, ho trusted — too much 
perhaps — to other beauties, of a higher kind, inasmuch as 
what delights the intellect must be superior to what only 
charms the ear; and instead of periods, turned with un- 
rivalled skill, unfolds before the mental eye a style glowing 
with imagery, animated, vehement, instinct in aU its parts 
with life." 

ITie structure of this work, consisting a3 it does of 
twenty-eiglit historical chapters, does not admit of a con- 
cise analysis, and the notice ah'cady bestowed upon it must 
therefore suffice. 

The interest excited by the " Eikon Basilike," and not 
less, perhaps, the triumphant power of the " Eikonoklastcs," 
stimulated the exiled Prince Charles still further to attempt 
the conciliation of the sympathir^^ of his country to the 
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fortunes of the deposed house. "With this view he applied 
to Claude De Saumaise, better known by his Latinized name 
of Salmasius, then a professor in the University of Leyden, 
to undeitake the cause of British royalty. The application 
^as accompanied with a present of a hundred jacobuses, 
which probably had far less influence in detennining the 
decision of the professor than the honour of advocating the 
cause of the heir apparent lo the throne of England. At 
all events, in an evil hour he acceded to the proposal. 
Salmasius was a man of extensive and curious learning, but 
of essential littleness of character, and of egregious and 
impoi'tunate vanity; as the result of both he was insolent 
and pedantic. Had he never been drawn into this contro- 
versy, he would have only survived in the prying interest 
of the book- worm ; as it is, he is immortalized like Icarus, 
and will be coeval with Milton as a captive chained to 
the triumphant chariot of his fame. 

The work of Salmasius was published in the Latin 
language, and was entitled" A lloyal Defence, addressed 
to Charles II., on behalf of Charles I." It was deemed 
necessary by the Council of State that this production 
should be replied to in the name of the Commonwealth, 
and Milton was again summoned forth to defend the 
liberties of his countiy. His reply, entitled '*A Defence 
of the Peoi)le of England," is the work by which he was 
best known to con'emporary European states, and which of 
all hij prose writings is still the one most popularly asso- 
ciated with his name. It is one of the noblest efforts of the 
human mind, displaying the unexampled combination of 
patriotism without nationality, religious independence 
without bigotry, erudition without pedantry, and seventy 
without malice. In the conscious and excited power of his 
genius, he paralyses his victim with the shock of argument, 
dwindles him to insignificance by dignity of demeanour, 
holds him up by his wit to the ridicule of the world, 
lashes him with his satire, and finally slays him with his 
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eloquence, and buries him beneath a tnnmliu of learning. 
This terrible overthrow, combined with the manifest ap- 
preciation of it by Queen Christina of Sweden, whose jnre- 
yious favours towards him, passed, as has been suspected, 
the bounds of modesty, is said to have cost Sahnasius Yna 
life, and certainly involved a sacrifice to Milton &r more 
deplored by posterity than the death of any court parasite, 
whether domestic or foreign. 

Unfortunately for Salmasius, his seduction by Charles 
n. involved the sin of political apostasy, and thus 
placed the previous writings of the hired advocate at the 
disposal of Milton, as an arsenal of poisoned weapons. Of 
these he avails himself with unsparing fidelity. It has 
already been shown how deeply ecclesiastical politics 
entered into the g^at question at issue ; and as Salmasius 
had already publicly conmiitted himself, Milton demolishes 
in his preface all the courtly adulations in which the fatore 
monarch is promised a spiritual as well as a political 
ascendancy, by quoting his own words against him : — " There 
are most weighty reasons why the church ought to lay 
aside episcopacy, and return to the apostolical institution 
of presbyters : that a far greater mischief has been intro- 
duced into the church by episcopacy, than the schisms 
themselves were, which were before apprehended : that the 
plague which episcopacy introduced, depressed the whole 
body of the church imder a miserable tjTanny : nay, had 
put a yoke even upon the necks of kings and princes : that 
it would be more beneficial, to the church, if the whole 
hierarchy itself were extirpated, than if the pope only, who 
is the head of it, were laid aside."* 

In subsequently pursuing the same argument, in its more 
general aspect, he is naturally led to animadvert on the 
principles of the Presbyterians, which virtually coincided 
with the despotic dogmas of his chief antagonist. " They now 
complain," he says, " that the sectaries are not extirpated ; 

• Prose Works, vol. i. p. IS. 
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which is a most absurd thing to expect the magistrates 
should be able to do, who never yet were able, do what they 
could, to extirpate avarice and ambition, those two most 
pernicious heresies, and more destructive to the church than 
all the rest, out of the very order and tribe of the ministers 
themselves. For the sects which they inveigh against, I 
confess there are such amongst us; but they are obscure, and 
make no noise in the world : the sects that they are of, are 
public and notorious, and much more dangerous to the 
church of God. Simon Magus and Diotrephes were the 
ringleaders of them. Yet are we so far from persecuting 
these men, though they are pestilent enough, that though 
we know them to be ill-affected to the government, and 
desirous of and endeavouring to work a change, we allow 
them but too much liberty."* 

The necessities of the case drove Salmasius to commit 
himself, without resei'vation, to the dogma of the Divine right 
of kings, an absurdity which we have subsequently been 
taught, by no mean ecclesiastical authority,! to identity with 
the Divine right of policemen and parish beadles. The es- 
sence of Milton's arguments, pursued throughout this treatise 
against this doctrine, may be thus concisely stated: — Civil go- 
vernment is indeed a Divine ordination, and as such demands 
a miiversal homage ; but its claims are regulated by the same 
fundamental moral principles which bind the duties of sub- 
jects, and control individual action ; that the powers that be, 
varying as they do with the vicissitudes of circumstance, are 
not to be regarded as individuals, but as functions subsisting 
under the conditions of unalterable law; that both parties in 
the social compact are bound by the same cardinal obliga- 
tions, and that their claims and duties are strictly correlative. 
The violation of all laws, human and Divine, on the part of 
the first Charles, drove Salmasius for mere shelter to the 
doctrine of Divine right of kings ; and the same melancholy 
history supplied Milton with the aptest illustration of the 
• Prose Works, vol. i. p. 27. + Archdeacon Paley. 
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great principle he maintained. ** If/' he says, ** whaterer •' 
king has a mind to do, the right of kings will bear him ottt 
in, (which was a lesson that the bloody tyrant, Antoninus 
Caracalla, though his step-mother Julia preached it to him« 
and endeavoured to inure him to the practice of it, by mak- 
ing him commit incest with herself, yet could hardly sack 
in,) then there neither is, nor ever was, that king, that 
deserved the name of a tyrant. They may safely violate all 
the laws of God and man: their very being kings keeps 
them innocent. What crime was ever any of them g^ty 
of ? They did but make use of their own right upon their 
own vassals. No king can commit such horrible crueltieB 
and outrages, as will not be within this right of kings. So 
that there is no pretence left for any complaints or expos- 
tulations with any of them. And dare you assert, that 
* this right of kings,' as you call it, * is grounded ui)on the 
law of nations, or rather upon that of nature,* you bmto 
beast? for you deserve not the name of a man, that ore so 
cruel and unjust towards all those of your own kind ; that 
endeavour, as much as in you lies, so to bear down and vilify 
the whole race of mankind, that were made after the imago 
of God, as to assert and maintain those cruel and unmerciful 
taskmasters, that through the superstitious whimsies, or 
sloth, or treachery of some persons, get into the chair, are 
provided and appointed by Nature herself, that mild and 
gentle mother of us all, to be the governors of those nations 
they enslave. By which pestilent doctrine of yours, having 
rendered them more fierce and un tractable, you not only 
enable them to make havoc of, and trample under foot, their 
miserable subjects ; but endeavour to arm them for that very 
pui-pose with the law of nature, the right of kings, and the 
very constitutions of government, than which nothing can 
be more impious or ridiculous."* And so again, "Bad kings 
indeed, though to cast some terror into people's minds, and 
beget a reverence of themselves, they declare to the world, 

• Prose Works, vol L pp. 31, 32. 
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ih&t God only is the author of kingly government j in their 
hearts and minds they reverence no other deity but that of 
Fortune, according to that passage in Horace : 

'Te Dacus asper, te profngi Scythee, 

Regumque matres barbarorum, et 

Purpurei metuunt tyranni. 
Tn]urioso ne pede proruas 
Stantem columnam, neu populus frequens 

Ad anna cessantes, ad aiTna 

Concitet, imperiumque frangat.' 

" So that if it is by God that kings now-a-dnys reign, it is 
by God too that the people assert their own liberty ; sine© 
all things are of him and by him. I am sure the Sciip'tui'O 
beai-s witness to both ; that by him kings reign, and that by 
him they are cast down from their thrones. And yet expe- 
rience teaches us, that both these things are bronglit about 
by the people, oftener than by God. Be this right of kings, 
therefore, what it may, the right of the people is as much 
from God as it. And whenever any people, without somo 
visible designation of God himself, appoint a king over them, 
they have the same right to put lum down, that they had 
to set him up at first. And certainly it is a more godlike 
action to depose a tyrant than to set up one: and there 
appears much more of God in the people, when they depose 
an unjust prince, than in a king that oppresses an innocent 
people. Nay the people have a warrant from God to judge 
wicked princes; for God has conferred this very honour 
upon those that are dear to him, that, celebrating the praises 
of Christ their own king, *thcy shall bind in chains the 
kings of tha nations,* (under which appellation all tyrants 
under the gospel are included,) *and execute the judgments 
written upon them that challenge to themselves an exemp- 
tion from all written laws,' Psa. cxlix. So that there is 
but little reason left for that wicked and foolish opinion, 
that kings, who commonly are the worst of men, should be 
so high in God's account, as that he should have put the 
world under them, to be at their beck, and be governed 
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according to their humour ; and that for their sakes ahme 
he should have reduced all mankind, whom he made aflsr 
his own image, into the same condition with brutes."* 

These principles he fortifies according to his custom, not 
only bv numerous quotations from classical literature, but 
by passages adduced with much reverence from the Scrip- 
tures(, both of the Old and New Testament, and adds to these, 
illustrations from the history of the middle ages, which 
exhibit an almost oppressive amount of erudition. These 
he intersperses vdth such withering denunciations of the 
base servility of his opponent, as no reader in the present 
day can regard but as blemishes on this incomparable per- 
formance, and ever and anon with reminiscent allusions to 
the circumstances of his own country, of singular power and 
beauty. Of these the following, occurring in the midst of 
an historical dissertation, may be taken as an example : — 
" Certainly if nature teaches us rather to endure the govern- 
ment of a king, though he be never so bad, than to endanger 
the lives of a great many men in the recovery of our liberty; 
it must teach us likevrise not only to endure a kingly govern- 
ment, which is the only one that you argue ought to be 
submitted to, but even an aristocracy and a democracy: nay, 
and sometimes it vrill persuade us, to submit to a multitude 
of highwaymen, and to slaves that mutiny. Fulvius and 
Rupilius, if your principles had been received in their days, 
must not have engaged in the servile war (as their writers 
call it) after the Praetorian armies were slain ; CraBSus must 
not have marched against Spartacus, after the rebels had 
destroyed one Roman army, and spoiled their tents; nor 
must Pompey have undertaken the Piratic war. But the 
state of llome must have pursued the dictates of nature, and 
must have submitted to their own slaves, or to the piratesi, 
rather than run the hazard of losing some men's lives. You 
do not prove at all, that nature has imprinted any such 
notion as this of yours on the minds of men : and yet you 

• Prose Works, voL i. pp. 47 — 49. 
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cannot forbear boding ns ill Inok, and denooneing the wrath 
of God against ns, (which may heaven divert, and inflict it 
upon yourself, and all snch prognosticators as yon!) who 
have punished as he deserved, one that had the name of onr 
king, but was in fact our implacable enemy ; and we have 
made atonement for the death of so many of our country- 
men, as our civil wars have occasioned, by shedding his 
blood, that was the author and cause of them."* And again, 
in commenting on the expressed desire of Salmasins to see 
the secular domination of bishops re-established in England, 
he vents his indignation in the following language : — " O 
villain ! have some regard at least to your own conscience; 
7 emember before it be too late, if at least this admonition of 
mine come not too late, — remember that this mocking the 
Holy Spirit of God is an inexpiable crime, and wiU not be 
left unpunished. Stop at last, and set bounds to your fury, 
lest the wrath of God lay hold upon you suddenly, for en- 
deavouring to deliver the flock of God, his anointed ones 
that are not to be touched, to enemies and cruel tyrants, to 
be crushed and trampled on again, from whom himself by 
a high and stretched-out arm had so lately delivered them ; 
and from whom yon yourself maintained that they ought to 
be delivered, I know not whether for any good of theirs, or 
in order to the hardening of your own heart, and to further 
your own damnation. If the bishops have no right to lord 
it over the church, certainly much less have king^, whatever 
the laws of men may be to the contrary. For they that 
know anything of the gospel know thus much, that the 
government of the chnrch is altogether Divine and spiritual, 
and no civil constitution."t 

The " Defence of the People of England*' concludes with the 
following noble exhortation :-^" And now I think, through 
God's assistance, I have finished the work I undertook, to 
wit, the defence of the noble actions of my countrymen at 
home and abroad, against the raging and envious madne«Ni 
• Prose Works, vol. i. pp. 118, 119. t IWd. pp. 180, 181. 



172 JOHN MILTON. 

of this distracted sophister; and the asserting of the oommoD 
rights of the people against the unjust domination of kinga, 
not out of any hatred to kings, hut tyrants: nor have I 
purposely left unanswered any one argument alleged by my 
adversary, nor any one example or authority quoted by him» 
that seemed to have any force in it, or the least colour of an 
argument. Perhaps 1 have been guilty rather of the other 
extreme, of replying to some of his foolenes and triBes, as if 
they were solid arguments, and Hereby may seem to have 
attributed more to them than they deserved. One thing 
yet remains to be done, "which perhaps is of the greatest 
concern of all, and that is, that you, my countrymen, refiite 
this adversary of yours yourselves, which I do not see any 
other means of your cflfecting, than by a constant endeavour 
to outdo all men*s bad words by your own good deeds. 
"When you laboured under more sorts of oppression than one, 
you betook yourselves to God for refuge, and he was gra- 
ciously pleased to hear your most earnest prayer and desires. 
He has gloriously delivered you, the first of nations, from 
the two greatest mischiefs of this life, and most pernicious 
to vii-tue, tyranny, and superstition ; he has endued you with 
greatness of mind to be the first of mankind, who after 
having conquered their own king, and having had him 
delivered into their hands, have not scrupled to condemn 
him judicially, and, pursuant to that sentence of condemna> 
tion, to put him to death. After the performing so glorious 
an action as this, you ought to do nothing that is mean and 
little, not so much as to think of, much less to do, anything 
but what is great and sublime. "Which to attain to, this is 
your only way : as you have subdued your enemies in the 
field, so to make appear, that unarmed, and in the highest 
outward peace and tranquillity, you of all mankind aie best 
able to subdue ambition, avarice, the love of riches, and can 
best avoid the corruptions that prosperity is apt to introduce 
(which generally subdue and triumph over other nations,) 
to show as great justice, temperance, and moderation in the 
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maintaining your liberty, as yon have shown courage in 
freeing yourselves from slavery. These are the only argu- 
ments, by which you will be able to evince, that you are not 
such persons as this fellow represents you — traitors, robbers, 
murderers, parricides, madmen ; that you did not put your 
king to death out of any ambitious design, or a desire of 
invading the rights of others; not out of any seditious prin- 
ciples or sinister ends ; that it was not an act of fury or 
madness ; but that it was wholly out of love to your liberty, 
your religion, to justice, virtue, and your countiy, that you 
punished a tyrant. But if it should fall out otherwise, 
(which God forbid) ; if as you have been valiant in war^ you 
should grow debauched in peace, you that have had such 
visible demonstrations of the goodness of God to yourselves, 
and his wrath against your enemies; and that you should 
not have learned by so eminent, so i-emarkable an eJtample 
before your eyes, to fear God, and work lighteousness; for 
my part, I shall easily grant and confess (for I cannot deny 
it), whatever ill men may speak or think of you, to be very 
true. And you will find in a little time, that God's displea- 
sm'e against you will be greater than it has been against 
your adversaiics, greater than his grace and favour has been 
to yourselves, which you have had lai'ger experience of than 
any other nation under heaven."* 

♦ Prose Works, vol. i. pp. 212, 213. 



CHAPTER Xm. 

DOmCSTIC CTHANOES — ^BIETH OF TWO CHILDBEN TO MILTON — DEATH OF 
HIS WIFE — SUFFERS THE LOSS OF SIGHT — ^HIS LETTER TO LEOMAU)! 
PHILARAS, THE ATHENIAN, DETAIUNG THE HISTORY OF THE 
DISEASE — HIS MAGNANIMITY AND PIOUS RESIGNATION — SOMKET ON 
HIS BLINDNESS — HIS SECOND MARRIAGE, AND SECOND BEREAVE' 
MENT OF HIS WIFE AND HER INFANT CHILD — SONNET ON HIS 
DECEASED WIFE. 

The " Defence of the People of England,'' written as it was 
in Latin, was received with unbounded admiration bj the 
learned world, both at home and abroad. The most emine&t 
men of the Continent, imbued with the growing spirit of 
freedom, showered their praises upon the conqueror of Sal- 
masius, and all the ambassadors of foreign states in London 
waited upon him, to ofifer the tribute of their congratulation. 

It is necessary now to revert to Milton's private history. 
On his appointment to the office of Foreign Secretary, he 
removed to a lodging at Charing Cross, and subsequently to 
apartments in Scotland-yard. Here his family was increased 
by the birth of a son, who died in his infancy, on the 16th 
of March, 16*50. Li 1652 he took a residence in Petty 
France, a site now occupied by Charles Street, Westminster, 
where he resided for eight years, till the crisis of the 
Restoration ; — a handsome house opening into St. James's 
Park, and adjoining to the mansion of Lord Scudamore. 
On the 2nd of May, in this year, his wife gave birth to his 
third daughter, Deborah, and died in her confinement. 

The eyesight of Milton had been defective irom a very 
early period in his life. He himself states, in one of the 
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brief snatches of aiitobiograpliy which occor in his prose 
writings, that it had received a lasting injury from the 
studies which he was suffered to prosecute at night, when 
not more than ten or twelve years of age. When he was 
called upon to write his " Defence of the People of 
England/' he was distinctly warned by his physicians, that 
the prosecution of his design would involve the inevitable 
loss of his sight. To this condition he deliberately sub- 
mitted, and the result unhappily justified the predictions of 
his medical advisers. The precise time at which he lost his 
sight is not ascertained, — a fact which is the less remarkable, 
as the decay of the organ was in all probability gradual. 
His own notices of the event, however, constitute a most 
interesting portion of his biography. 

Among the distinguished men who sought the honour of 
his friendship, after the publication of his " Defence of the 
People of England," was Lecnardi Philaras, then am- 
bassador from the Duke of Parma to the Court of Paris. 
This gentleman having reconmiended, in a letter to Milton, 
the services of Thevenot, an eminent oculist in Paris, Milton 
addressed to him the following letter : — 

" To Leonard Philaras, the Athenian. 

" I HAVE always been devotedly attached to the literature 
of Greece, and particularly to that of your Athens ; and 
have never ceased to cherish the persuasion that that city 
would one day make me ample recompense for the warmth 
of my regard. The ancient genius of your renowned 
country has favoured the completion of my prophecy in 
presenting me with your friendship and esteem. Though I 
was known to you only by my writings, and we were 
removed to such a distance from each other, you most 
courteously addressed me by letter ; and when you unex- 
pectedly came to Xiondon, and saw me who could no longer 
see, my affliction, which causes none to regard me with 
greater admiration, and perhaps many even with feelings 
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of contempt, excited your tenderest sympathy and concent. 
You would not suffer me to abandon the hope of recoreiing 
my sight ; and informed me that you had an intimate friend 
at Paris, Doctor Thevenot, who was particularly celebrated in 
disorders of the eyes, whom you would consult about mine, 
if I would enable you to lay before him the causes and 
symptoms of the complaint. I will do what you desire, 
lest I should seem to reject that aid which perhaps may be 
offered me by Heaven. It is now, I think, about ten years 
since I perceived my vision to grow weak and dull ; and at 
the same time I was troubled with pain in my kidneys and 
bowels, accompanied with flatulency. In the morning, if I 
began to i-ead, as was my custom, my eyes instantly ached 
intensely, but were refreshed after a little corporeal exer- 
cise. The candle which I looked at, seemed as it were 
encircled with a rainbow. Not long after, the sight in the 
left p^rt of the left eye (which I lost some years before the 
other) became quite obscured, and prevented me from dia- 
ccrning any olvjcct on that side. Tlie sight in my other eye 
has now been gradually and sensibly vanishing away for 
about three years. Some months before it hod entirely 
peiished, though I stood motionless, everything which I 
looked at seemed in motion to and fro. A stiff cloudy 
vapour seemed to have settled on my forehead and temples, 
which usually occasions a sort of somnolent pressure upon 
my eyes, and particularly from dinner till the evening. So 
that I often recollect what is said of the poet Phineas in 
the Argonauctics : — 

' A stupor deep his cloudy temples bound, 
And when he walk'd he seem'd as whirling round, 
Or in a feeble trance he speechless lay.' 

I ought not to omit that while I had any sight left, as soon 
as I lay down on my bed and turned on either side, a flood 
of light used to gush from my closed eyelids. Then, as my 
sight became daily more impaired, the colours became more 
faint, and were emitted with a cei-tain inward crackling 
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sonnd ; but at present, every species of iUmnination being, 
as it were, extinguished, there is diffused around me nothing 
but darkness, or darkness mingled and streaked with an 
ashy brown. Yet the darkness in which I am perpetually 
immersed, seems always, both by night and day, to approach 
nearer to white than black ; and when the eye is rolling in 
its socket, it admits a little particle of light, as through a 
chink. And though your physician may kindle a small ray 
of hope, yet I make up n\y mind to the malady as quite 
incurable ; and I often reflect, that as the wise man ad- 
monishes, days of darkness are destined to each of us, — the^ 
darkness which I experience, less oppressive than that of | 
the tomb, is, owing to the singular goodness of the Deity, \ 
passed amid the pursuits of literature and the cheering y 
salutations of friendship. But if, as is written, * Man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth 
&om the mouth of God,* why may not anyone acquiesce in 
the privation of his sight, when God has so amply fiimished 
his mind and his conscience with eyes? While he so 
tenderly provides for me, while he so graciously leads me 
by the hand and conducts me on the way, I will, since it is 
his pleasure, rather rejoice than repine at being blind. 
And, my dear Philaras, whatever may be the event, I wish 
you adieu with no less courage and composure than if I had 
the eyes of a lynx. 

" Westminster, September 28, 1654."« 

Nothing can be imagined more lofty or affecting than the 
occasional references to his loss of sight which are found in 
the later writings of Milton. The following occurs in his 
" Second Defence of the People of England:" — "Thus, there- 
fore, when I was publicly solicited to write a reply to the 
Defence of the Royal Cause ; when I had to contend with 
the pressure of sickness, and with the apprehension of soon 
losing the sight of my remaining eye, and when my 
medical attendants clearly announced that if I did engage 

* Prose Works, toL ilL pp. »07, 606. 
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in the work, it would be irreparably lost, their premonitioiiih 
caused no hesitation and inspired no dismay. I would not 
have listened to the voice, even of Esculapius l^^nself from 
the shrine of Epidaurus, in preference to the suggestions of 
the heavenly monitor within my breast : xny resolution was 
unshaken, though the alternative was either the loss of my 
sight or the desertion of my duty, and I called to mind 
those two destinies which the oracle of Delphi announced 
to the son of Thetis : — 

' For, as the goddess spake wh^^ave me birth. 
Two fates attend me while tJiv^ on earth : 
If fixed I combat by the Trojan wall, 
Deathless my fame, but certain is my £ei1L 
If I retom, beneath my native sky 
My days shall flourish long — my glory die.' 

I considered that many had purchased assess good by a 
greater evil, the meed of glory by the loss of life ; but that 
I might procure great gooiby little suffering ; that though 
I am blind, I might still discharge the most honourable 
duties, the performance of which, -as it is something more 
durable than glory, ought to be an object of superior admi- 
ration and esteem ; I resolved, therefore, to make the short 
interval of sight which was left me to enjoy, as beneficial 
as possible to the public interest. Thus it is clear by what 
motives 1 was governed in the measures which I took, and 
the losses which I sustained. Let, then, the calumniators of 
the Divine goodness cease to revile, or to make me the 
object of their superstitious imaginations. Let them con- 
sider, that my situation, such as it is, is neither an object of 
my shame or my regret, that my resolutions are too firm to 
be shaken, that I am not depressed by any sense of the 
Divine displeasure ; that, on the other hand, in the most 
momentous periods, I have had ftdl experience of the 
Divine favour and protection ; and that, in the solace and 
the strength which have been infused into me from above, 
I have been enabled to do the will of God ; that I may oftener 
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think on what he has hestowed, than on what he has with- 
held ; that, in short, I am unwilling to exchange my con- 
sciousness of rectitude with that of any other person ; and 
that I feel th e reco llection a treasured store of tranquillity 
and delight^ ^But, if the choice :5Fere necessary, I would, 
sir, prefer my hUndness to yours ; yours is a cloud spread 
over the mind, w ^ch da ijcens ho^'h t^p 1^'gl^jw^fjpp^gf>n and 
of cons cienc e ; mine keeps from my view only the coloured 
surfaces ofthinfi ^Sr while it leaves me at liberty to c ontem- 
j^p«nty "^^ nfnhilify (^f vi rjue ando f tru^^How 
my things are there besides which I woulTnorxvillingly 
see; how many which I must see against my will; and 
how few which I feel any anxiety to see ! There is, as the 
apostle has remarked, a way to strength through weakness. 
Let me, then, be the most feeble creature alive, as long as 
that feebleness serves to invigorate the energies of my 
rational and immortal spirit ; as long as in that obscurity 
in which I am enveloped, the light of the Divine presence 
more clearly shines — then, in proportion as I am weak, I 
shall be invincibly strong; and in proportion as I am 
blind, I shall more clearly see. O ! that I may thus be 
perfected by feebleness, and irradiated by obscurity ! And, 
indeed, in my blindness, I enjoy in no inconsiderable degree 
the favour of the Deity, who regards me with more tender- 
ness and compassion in proportion as I am able to behold 
nothing but himself. Alas ! for him who insults me, who 
maligns and merits public execration ! For the Divine law 
not only shields me from injury, but almost renders me too 
sacred to attack ; not indeed so much from the privation of 
my sight, as from the overshadowing of those heavenly 
wings which seem to have occasioned this obscurity ; and 
which, when occasioned, he is wont to illuminate with an 
interior light, more precious and more pure. To this I 
ascribe the more tender assiduities of my friends, their 
soothing attentions, their kind visits, their reverential 
observances. . . . Thus, while both God and man unite 
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in solacing me nnder the weight of my affliction, let no one 
lament my loss of sight in so hononrable a cause."* 

These matchless effusions of magnaminity and piety shall 
conclude with two sonnets composed in the same lofty 
strain : — 

TO CYRIAC SKINNER. 

Cyriac ! this tliree years' day, these eyes, though dear, 

To outward view, of blemish or of spot, 

Bereft of light, their seeing have foi^ot ; 
Nor to their idle orbs doth sight appear 
Of sun, or moon, or star throughout the year, 

Or man or woman ; yet I argue not 

Against Heaven's hand or will, nor bate a jot 
Of heart or hope ; but still bear up and steer 
Right onward. What supports me, dost thou ask ? 

The conscience, friend, to have lost them oveipUed 

In liberty's defence, my noble task, 
Of which all Europe rings from side to side ; 

This thought might lead me through the world's vain mask, 

Content, though blind, had I no better guide. 

MILTON ON HIS BLINDNESS. 

When I consider how my life is spent • 

Ere half my days, in this dark world and*wide. 

And that one talent which is death to hide 
Lodged with me useless, though my soul more bent 
To serve therewith my Maker, and present 

My true account, lest He, returning, chide ; 

" Doth God exact day-labour, light denied ?" 
I fondly ask ; but patience, to prevent 
That murmur, soon replies : God doth not need 

Either man's work, or his own gifts ; who best 

Bear His mild yoke, they serve Him best ; His state 
Is kingly : thousands at His bidding speed. 

And post o'er land and ocean witliout rest : 

They also serve who only stand and wait. 

The precise time at which Milton's disease arrived at the 
crisis which deprived him of sight, is not recorded ; but we 

• Prose Works, voL L pp. 238, 289. 
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know that it was two years after that event that he married 
Catharine, daughter of Captain Woodcock. This union ap- 
pears to have been productive of unalloyed but short-lived 
happiness. Within a year of her marriage, this lady gave 
birth to a daughter, and died in childbed, her infant child 
surviving her but a short time. Of this brief period of 
Milton's domestic history, we have no direct information; 
but every reader must be convinced of the depth of Milton's 
affection for his partner who peruses the following touching 
sonnet, inscribed 

ON HIS DECEASED WIFE. 

Methought I saw my late espoused saint, 
Brought to me, like Alcestis from the grave, 
Whom Jove's great son to her glad husband gave, 

Kescued from death by force, though pale and faint : 

Mine, as whom, wash'd from spot of childbed taint, 
Purification in the old law did save, 
And such, as yet once more I trust to have 

Full sight of her in heaven without restraint : — 
Came, vested all in white, pure as her mind : 

Her face was veil'd, yet, to my fancied sight, 
Love, sweetness, goodness, in her person shined 

So clear, as in no face with more delight ; 
But, O, as to embrace me she inclined, 

I waked, — she fled, and day brought back my night ( 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

PUbLICATION OF THE "bEGH SANGUINIS CLAMOR" — THE SECOND DSnCNCK 

OF THE PEOPLE OF ENGLAND CHABACTEB OP THE PURITANS — 

EULOGY ON CHRISTINA OF SWEDEN — THE FIRST DEFENCE XTNRE- 
WARDED WITH MONEY — ^VINDICATION OF THE PROTECTOR — ^EULOGY 
ON CROMWELL. 

f 

Before the applause which had greeted Milton's "Defence 
of the People of England" had suhsided, he was summoned 
hy the Parliament to a second and similar exertion of his 
powers. The conspicuous defeat of Salmasius had deterred 
all men of similar pretensions to his, from assailing the 
British government, and defending the cause of the exiled 
house of Stuart. The latter party, therefore, availed them. 
selves of the maxim of Celsus — Fiat experimentum in corpore 
vili — and put forward an ohscure French clergyman, of the 
name of Dumoulin, who, to escape from the avenging Neme- 
sis of British freedom, affiliated his venal work on a still 
more insignificant person, one Alexander More. It was 
entitled " Kegii Sanguinis Clamor ad Coelum adversus Par- 
ricidas Anglicanos," or " The Cry of Royal Blood to Heaven 
against the EngUsh Parricides." More was of Scotch ex- 
traction, but was settled in France, and, owing to this entire 
controversy having been conducted in the then universal 
language of Europe, is better known by the Latinized name 
of Morus. His character was deeply soiled with moral and 
domestic turpitude ; and the publication which he issued was 
filled with calumnious fabrications against Milton — to which 
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we are indebted for mucli of what we possess of his scanty 
autobiography— and with political sophisms and historical 
mis-statements which afforded little more than sport to the 
wit and learning of the statesman. 

Tfafe opening of the Second Defence is stately and eloquent 
to the last degree : — " A grateful recollection of the Divine 
goodness is the first of himian obligations ; and extraordi- 
nary favours demand more solemn and devout acknowledg- 
ments. With such acknowledgments I feel it my duty to 
begin this work. First, because I was bom at a time when 
th% virtue of my fellow-citizens, far exceeding that of their 
progenitors in greatness of soul and vigour of enterprise, 
having invoked Heaven to witness the justice of their cause, 
and been clearly governed by its directions, has succeeded 
in delivering the commonwealth from the most grievous 
tyranny, and religion &om the most ignominious degrada- 
tion. And next, because, when there suddenly arose many 
who, as is usual with the vulgar, basely calumniated the 
most illustrious achievements ; and when one, eminent above 
the rest, inflated with literary pride and the zealous applauses 
of his partisans, had, in a scandalous publication, which was 
particularly levelled against me, nefariously undertaken to 
plead the cause of despotism, I, who was neither deemed 
imequal to so renowned an adversary nor to so great a sub- 
ject, was particularly selected by the deliverers of our coun- 
try, and by the general suffrage of the public, openly to vin* 
dicate the rights of the English nation, and consequently of 
liberty itself. Lastly, because in a matter of so much mo- 
ment, and which excited such ardent expectations, I did not 
disappoint the hopes nor the opinions of my fellow-citizens ; 
while men of learning and eminence abroad honoured me 
with unmingled approbation ; while I obtained such a vic- 
tory over my opponent, that, notwithstanding his unparal- 
leled assurance, he was obliged to quit the field with his 
courage broken and his reputation lost ; and for the three 
years which he lived afterwards, much as he menaced and 
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foriously as he raved, he gave me no farther tremble, except 
that he procured the paltry aid of some despicable hirelings, 
and suborned some of his silly and extravagant admirers to 
support him under the weight of the unexpected and recent 
disgrace which he had experienced. This will immediately 
appear. Such are the signal favours which I ascribe to the 
Divine beneficence, and which I thought it right devoutly to 
commemorate, not only that I might discharge a debt of 
gratitude, but particularly because they seem auspicious to 
the success of my present undertaking. For who is there 
who does not identify the honour of his country with his 
own ? And what can conduce more to the beauty or glory 
of one's country, than the recovery, not only of its civil, but 
its religious liberty ? And what nation or state ever obtained 
both by more successful or more valorous exertion ? For 
fortitude is seen resplendent, not only in the field of battle 
and amid the clash of arms, but displays its energy under 
every difficulty and against every assailant. Those Greeks 
and Romans who are the objects of our admiration, em- 
ployed hardly any other virtue in the extirpation of tyrants, 
than that love of Hberty which made them prompt in seizing 
the sword, and gave them strength to use it. With facility 
they accomplished the undertaking, amid the general shout 
of praise and joy ; nor did they engage in the attempt so 
much as an enterprise of perilous and doubtful issue, as in a 
contest the most glorious in which virtue could be signal- 
ized; which infallibly led to present recompense; which 
bound their brows with wreaths of laurel, and consigned 
their memories to immortal fame. For as yet tyrants were 
not beheld with a superstitious reverence ; as yet they were 
not regarded with tenderness and complacency, as the vice- 
gerents or deputies of Christ, as they have suddenly professed 
to be ; as yet the vulgar, stupified by the subtle casuistry of 
the priest, had not degenerated into a state of barbarism, 
more gross than that which disgraces the most senseless 
natives of Hindostan. For these make mischievous demons. 
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whose malice they cannot resist, the objects of their religious 
adoration : while those elevate impotent tyrants, in order to 
shield them jfrom destruction, into the rank of gods ; and, to 
their own cost, consecrate the pests of the human race. But 
against this dark array of long-received opinions, supersti- 
tions, obloquy, and fears, which some dread even more than 
the enemy himself, the English had to contend ; and all this, 
under the light of better information, and favoured by an 
impulse from above, they overcame with such singular en- 
thusiasm and bravery, that, great as were the numbers en- 
gaged in the contest, the grandeur of conception and lofti- 
ness of spirit which were imiversally displayed, merited for 
each individual more than a mediocrity of fame ; and Britain, 
which was formerly styled the hot-bed of tyranny, will here- 
after deserve to be celebrated for endless ages as a soil most 
genial to the growth of liberty. During the mighty struggle, 
no anarchy, no licentiousness was seen j no illusions of glory, 
no extravagant emulation of the ancients inflamed them with 
a thirst for ideal liberty; but the rectitude of their lives, and 
the sobriety of their habits, taught them the only true and 
safe road to real liberty ; and they took up arms only to de- 
fend the sanctity of the laws and the rights of conscience."* 
It will be obvious, that, in the concluding sentence, Milton 
is expressing his respect for the Puritans, with whose reli- 
gious sentiments and political principles he felt the closest 
sympathy. Of all classes of mankind who have played a 
conspicuous part in history, the Puritans, perhaps, have been 
the most misunderstood. The reason of this is, that they 
have been chiefly portrayed in history by those who were 
incapable of understanding their character, and committed 
by political considerations to misrepresent their conduct. 
It is not presumptuous to predict, that a day will come when 
men will desiderate a fairer history of these remarkable 
men, as illustrating the annals of an era which caught, un- 
taught by the beams of a later civilization, the long-obstructed 

* Prose Works, vol. i.. pp. 216—218. 
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radiance of the apostolic age. One tribute, howerer, to 
their honour must ever be rescued from oblivion, by a spixlt 
of eloquence imbibed from the loving study of Milton him- 
self, and as such, claiming a right to adorn these pages : — 
** The Puritans," says Mr. Macaulay, ** were men whose 
minds had derived a peculiar character from the daily con- 
templation of superior beings and eternal interests. Not 
content with acknowledging, in general terms, an overmling 
Providence, they habitually ascribed every event to the will 
of the Great Being, for whose power nothing was too vast, 
for whose inspection nothing was too minute. To know 
him, to serve him, to enjoy him, was vdth them the great 
end of existence. They rejected vnth contempt the cere- 
monious homage which other sects substituted for the pure 
worship of the soul. Instead of catching occasional glimpses 
of the Deity through an obscuring veil, they aspired to gase 
full on the intolerable brightness, and to conmiune wdth Him 
face to face. Hence originated their contempt for terrestrial 
distinctions. The difference between the greatest and mean- 
est of mankind seemed to vanish, when compared with the 
boundless interval which separated the whole race from him 
on whom their own eyes were constantly fixed. They recog- 
nised no title to superiority but his favour ; and, confident 
of that favour, they despised all the accomplishments and all 
the dignities of the world. If they were imacquainted with 
the works of philosophers and poets, they were deeply read 
in the oracles of God. K their names were not found in the 
registers of heralds, they felt assured that they wei*e recorded' 
in the Book of Life. If their steps were not accompanied by 
a splendid train of menials, legions of ministering angels had 
charge over them. Their palaces were houses not made wdth 
hands ; their diadems, crowns of glory which should never 
fade away ! On the rich and the eloquent, on nobles and 
priests, they looked down with contempt ; for they esteemed 
themselves rich in a more precious treasure, and eloquent in 
a more subliine language — nobles by the right of an earlier 
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creation, and priests by the imposition of a mightier hand. 
The very meanest of them was a being to whose fate a mys- 
terious and terrible importance belonged — on whose slight- 
est action the spirits of light and darkness looked with 
anxious interest, who had been destined, before heaven and 
earth were created, to enjoy a felicity which should continue 
when heaven and earth should have passed away. Events, 
which short-sighted politicians ascribed to earthly causes, 
had been ordained on his account. For his sake empires had 
risen, and flourished, and decayed. For his sake the Al- 
mighty had proclaimed His will, by the pen of the evange- 
list and the harp of the prophet. He had been wrested by 
no common deliverer from the grasp of no conmion foe. He 
had been ransomed by the sweat of no vulgar agony, by the 
blood of no earthly sacrifice. It was for him that the sun 
had been darkened, that the rocks had been rent, that the 
dead had arisen, that all nature had shuddered at the suf- 
ferings of her expiring God !"* 

It has been already said that the Queen of Sweden, on 
reading the controversy between Salmasius and Milton, 
openly manifested her preference for the English statesman. 
The testimonies of her previous regard for his opponent, 
while they excited the jealousy of his wife, were doubtless 
either unknown to or discredited by Milton, and he conse- 
quently honours her in this work with one of the most elo- 
quent panegyrics to be found in his writings. " How happy 
am I," he says, " beyond my utmost expectations ! (for to 
the praise of eloquence, except as far as eloquence consists 
in the force of truth, I lay no claim,) that, when the critical 
exigencies of my country demanded that I should undertake 
the arduous and invidious task of impugning the rights of 
kings, I should meet with so illustrious, so truly a royal 
evidence to my integrity, and to this truth, that I had not 
written a word against kings, but only against tyrants, the 
spots and the pests of royalty ? But you, O Augusta, pos- 
* Edinburgh Review, toL zhL pp. 888—340.' 
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sessed not only so mnch magnanimity, bnt were so im 
by the glorious beams of wisdom and of virtne, that i 
only read with patience, with incredible impartiaUiy^ 
serene complacency of countenance, what might seen 
leyelled against your rights and dignity, but express< 
an opinion of the defender of those rights, as may "^ 
considered an adjudication of the palm of victoiy to 
ponent. You, O queen ! will for ever be the object 
homage, my veneration, and my love ; for it was you] 
ness of soul, so honourable to yourself and so aus 
to me, which served to efiace the imfavourable imj 
against me at other courts, and to rescue me from 1 
surmises of other sovereigns. What a high and fav 
opinion must foreigners conceive, and your own subj 
ever entertain, of your impartiality and justice, whe 
matter which so nearly interested the fate of soverei^ 
the rights of your crown, they saw you sit down to 
cussion with as much equanimity and composure, 
would to determine a dispute between two priva! 
viduals! It was not in vain that you made such lai 
lections of books, and so many monuments of leamin 
indeed, that they could contribute much to your inst 
but because they so well teach your subjects to ap] 
the merits of your reign, and the rare excellence of y 
tue and your wisdom ; for the Divinity himself seems 
inspired you with a love of wisdom and a thirst for ii 
ment, beyond what any books ever could have pr 
It excites our astonishment to see a force of intellect 
divine, a particle of celestial flame so resplendently ] 
a region so remote ; of which an atmosphere, so di 
with clouds and so chilled with frosts, could not ext 
the light nor repress the operations. The rocky and 
soil, which is often as imfavourable to the growth oi 
as of plants, has not impeded the maturation of you 
ties ; and that country, so rich in metallic ore, which 
like a cruel stepmother to others, seems to have beei 



EULOGY ON QUEEN CHBISTINA. 189 

tering parent to yon, and, after the most strennons attempts, 
to have at last produced a progeny of pure gold. I would 
invoke you, Christina! as the only child of the renowned and 
victorious Adolphus, if your merit did not as much eclipse 
his as wisdom excels strength, and the arts of peace the 
havoc of war. Henceforth the queen of the south will not 
he alone renowned in history ; for there is a queen of the 
north, who would not only he worthy to appear in the court 
of the wise king of the Jews, or any king of equal wisdom, 
hut to whose court others may &om all parts repair, to he- 
hold so fair a heroine, so hright a pattern of all the royal 
virtues ; and to the crown of whose praise this may well he 
added, that neither in her conduct nor her appearance is 
there any of the forbidding reserve or the ostentatious parade 
of royalty. She herself seems the least conscious of her own 
attributes of sovereignty ; and her thoughts are always fixed 
on something greater and more sublime than the glitter of 
a crown. In this respect her example may well make innu- 
merable kings hide their diminished heads. She may, if 
such is the fatality of the Swedish nation, abdicate the sove- 
reignity, but she can never lay aside the queen ; for her reign 
has proved, that she is fit to govern, not only Sweden, but 
the world."* 

Milton next addresses himself to the calumnies heaped 
upon him by his imprincipled opponent ; and in replying 
to them, records that concise autobiography which gives a 
peculiar interest to this Second Defence, and which con- 
stitutes, indeed, the skeleton of all the numerous memoirs of 
him which have been given to the public. Like the present 
sketch, it is chiefly a history of his successive works. One 
fact connected with these requires to be particularly m^i- 
tioned : it is said that he received a thousand pounds &om 
the government. In reference to this subject Milton says : — 
" Such were the fiiiits of my private studies, which I gra- 
tuitously presented to the church and to the state ; and for 
• Prose Works, yoL I pp. 249—251. 



190 JOHN mLTOK. 

which I was recompensed by nothing but impunity ; thoitigh 
the actions themselves procured me peace of conscience, and 
the approbation of the good ; while I exercised that freedom 
of discussion which I loved. Others, without labour or 
desert, got possession of honours and emoluments ; but no 
one ever knew me either soliciting anything myself or, 
through the medium of my friends, ever beheld me in a 
supplicating posture at the doors of the senate, or the levies 
of the great. I usually kept myself secluded at home, 
where my own property, part of which had been withheld 
during the civil conmiotions, and part of which had been 
absorbed in the oppressive contributions which I had to 
sustain, afforded me a scanty subsistence."* 

In another place he reiterates this affirmation : — " Know 
thou,'' he says, " that that aggrandisement and wealth 
which you charge against me, and that on the account on 
which you chiefly accuse me, I was never made richer by 
a single penny." The chief value of Mr. Todd's biographical 
sketch of Milton is derived from the extracts he publishes 
from the orders of council preserved in his Majesty's state 
paper office, to which the late Sir Robert Peel, then secretary 
of state,* kindly permitted him the freest access. The mi- 
nutes which he reproduces from these interesting records 
fully substantiate the veracity of Milton: they are as 
follow : — " 1651, June 18. Ordered, that thanks be given 
to Mr. Milton, on the behalf of the conunonwealth, for his 
good services done in writing an answer to the book of 
Salmasius, written against the proceedings of the com- 
monwealth of England." But all this is crossed over, and 
neai'ly three lines following are obliterated, in which a 
grant of money was made to Milton. But after the cancelled 
passage the regular entry thus follows : " The council taking 
notice of the many good services performed by John Milton, 
their secretary for foreign languages, to this state and com- 
monwealth, particularly for his book in vindication of the 

* Prose Works, vol. i. p. 260. 
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parliament and people of England, against the calumnies 
and invectives of Salmasius, have thought fit to declare 
their resentment and good acceptance of the same; and 
that the thanks of the council be returned to Mr. Milton, 
and their sense represented in that behalf." 

The latter part of Milton's " Second Defence of the Peo- 
ple of England" is occupied in the defence of Cromwell from 
the short-sighted attacks of More. These he refutes by the 
most infrangible historical testimony. After citing the great 
facts v^rhich existed in the memory of that generation, he 
proceeds to say : — " He seems, for the most part, to have 
followed the worst councils, and those too of the worst 
advisers. Charles is the victim of persuasion, Charles the 
dupe of imposition, Charles the pageant of delusion ; he is 
intimidated by fear or dazzled by hope ; and carried about 
here and there, the common prey of every faction, whether 
they be friends or foes. Let them either erase these facts 
from their writings, or cease to extx)l the sagacity of Charles. 
Though, therefore, a superior degree of penetration is an 
honourable distinction, yet when a country is torn with 
factions, it is not without its inconveniences ; and the most 
discreet and cautious are most exposed to the calumnies 
of opposite factions. This often proved an obstacle in the 
way of Cromwell. Hence the presbyterians, and hence 
the enemy, impute every harsh treatment which they 
experience, not to the parliament, but to Cromwell alone. 
They do not even hesitate to ascribe their own indiscretions 
and miscarriages to the fraud and treachery of Cromwell ; 
against him every invective is levelled, and every censure 
passed. Indeed, the flight of Charles to the Isle of Wight, 
which took place while Cromwell was at a distance, was so 
sudden and unexpected, that he acquainted by letter every 
member then in the metropolis with the extraordinary 
occurrence. But this was the state of the case : the king, 
alarmed by the clamours of the whole army, which, neither 
softened by his entreaties nor his promises, had begun to 
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demand his punishment, he determined to make his 
in the night, with two trusty followers. But more deter- 
mined to fiy than rightly knowing where to fly, he was 
induced, either by the ignorance or the cowardice of his 
attendants, to surrender himself to Hammond, goyemor of 
the Isle of Wight, whence he thought that he might easily 
be conveyed by ship into France or Holland. This is whi^ 
I have learned concerning the king's flight to the Isle of 
Wight, from those who possessed the readiest means of 
obtaining information."* 

After disposing of some other charges, he commences an 
historical notice of Cromwell, followed by a noble panegyric 
which would immortalize the protector, were his militaiy 
and political exploits expunged from the x>age of history. 
" In speaking of such a man," he says, ** who has merited 
so well of his country, I should do nothing if I only excul- 
pated him from crimes ; particularly since it not only so nearly 
concerns the country, but even myself^ who am so closely im- 
plicated in the same disgrace, to evince to all nations, and, 
as far as I can, to all ages, the excellence of his character, 
and the splendour of his renown. Oliver Cromwell was 
sprung from a line of illustrious ancestors, who were distin- 
guished for the civil functions which they sustained under 
the monarchy, and still more for the part which they took 
in restoring and establishing true religion in this country. 
In the vigour and maturity of his life, which he passed in 
retirement, he was conspicuous for nothing more than for 
the strictness of his religious habits, and the innocence of 
his life ; and he had tacitly cherished in his breast that 
flame of piety which was afterwards to stand him in so 
much stead on the greatest occasions, and in the most 
critical exigencies. In the last parliament which was called 
by the king, he was elected to represent his native town, 
when he soon became distinguished by the justness of his 
opinions, and the vigour and decision of his councils. When 

* Prose Works, vol. L pp. 283, 284. 
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the sword was drawn, lie offered his services, and was ap-* 
pointed to a troop of horse, whose numbers were soon 
increased by the pious and the good, who flocked from all 
quarters to his standard; and in a short time he almost 
surpassed the greatest generals in the magnitude and the 
rapidity of his achievements. Nor is this surprising ; for 
he was a soldier disciplined to perfection in the knowledge 
of himself. He had either extinguished, or by habit had 
learned to subdue, the whole host of vain hopes, fears, and 
passions, which infest the soul. He first acquired the go- 
vernment of himself, and over himself acquired the most 
signal victories ; so that on the first day he took the field 
against the external enemy, he was a veteran in arms, con- 
summately practised in the toils and exigencies of war. It 
is not possible for me, in the narrow limits in which I 
circimiscribe myself on this occasion, to enumerate the many 
towns which he has taken, the many battles which he haa 
won. The whole surface of the British empire has been the 
scene of his exploits, and the theatre of his triumphs ; which 
alone would furnish ample materials for a history, and want 
a copiousness of narration not inferior to the magnitude 
and diversity of the transactions. This alone seems to be 
a sujficient proof of his extraordinary and almost super- 
natural virtue, that by the vigour of his genius, or the 
excellence of his discipline, adapted, not more to the neces- 
sities of war than to the precepts of Christianity, the good 
and the brave were from all quarters attracted to his camp, 
not only as to the best school of military talents, but of piety 
and virtue ; and that during the whole war, and the occasional 
intervals of peace, amid so many vicissitudes of faction and 
of events, he retained and still retains the obedience of his 
troops, not by largesses or indulgence, but by his sole 
authority and the regularity of his pay. In this instance 
his fame may rival that of Cyrus, of Epaminondas, or any 
of the great generals of antiquity. Hence he collected an 
army as numerous and as well equipped as any one ever 





194 JOHN MILTOK. 

did in so short a time ; which was uniformly obedient to 
orders, and dear to the affections of the citizens; whidi was 
formidahle to the enemy in the field, bat neyer cruel to 
those who laid down their arms ; which committed no lawless 
ravages on the persons or the property of the inhabitantB; 
who, when they compared their conduct with the tnrbnlenoey 
the intemperance, the impiety, and the debauchery of the 
royalists, were wont to salute them as Mends, and to ccm- 
gider them as guests. They were a stay to the good, a 
terror to the evil, and the warmest advocates for ereiy 
exertion of piety and virtue. Nor would it be right to pass 
over the name of Fairfax, who united the utmost fartitnde 
with the utmost courage; and the spotless innocence of 
whose life seemed to point him out as the peculiar fEkvooiite 
of Heaven. Justly, indeed, may you be excited to receive 
this wreath of praise ; though you have retired as much as 
possible from the world; and seek those shades of privacy 
which were the delight of Scipio. Nor was it only the 
enemy whom you subdued, but you have triumphed over 
that flame of ambition and that lust of glory which are 
wont to make the best and the greatest of men their slaves. 
The purity of your virtues and the splendour of your actions 
consecrate those sweets of ease which you enjoy, and which 
constitute the vnshed-for haven of the toils of man. Such 
was the ease which, when the heroes of antiquity possessed, 
after a life of exertion and glory not greater than yours, the 
poets, in despair of finding ideas or expressions better suited 
to the subject, feigned that they were received into heaven, 
and invited to recline at the tables of the gods. But whether 
it were your health, which I principally believe, or any other 
motive which caused you to retire, of this I am convinced, 
that nothing could have induced you to relinquish the service 
of your country, if you had not known that in your successor 
liberty would meet with a protector, and England with a 
stay to its safety, and a pillar to its glory. For, while you, 
O Cromwell, are left among us, he hardly shows a proper 
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confidence in the Supreme, who distrusts the security of 
England ; when he sees that you are in so special a manner 
the fevoured ohject of the Divine regard. But there was 
another department of the war, which was destiisjed for your 
exclusive exertions."* 

After detailing the main points of CromwelPs military 
administration, he thus asserts his fitness to exercise the 
duties of the chief magistracy of his country : — " In this 
state of desolation, to which we were reduced, you, O Crom- 
well, alone remained to conduct the government, and to save 
the country. We all willingly yield the palm of sovereignty 
to your imrivalled ability and virtue, except the few among 
us, who, either ambitious of honours which they have not 
the capacity to sustain, or who envy those which are con- 
ferred on one more worthy than themselves, or else who do 
Hot know that nothing in the world is more pleasing to 
God, more agreeable to reason, more politically just, or 
more generally useftd, than that the supreme power should 
be vested in the best and the wisest of men. Such, O 
Cromwell, all acknowledge you to be ; such are the services 
which you have rendered, as the leader of our councils, the 
general of our armies, and the father of your country. For 
this is the tender appellation by which all the good among 
us salute you from the very soul. Other names you neither 
have nor could endure ; and you deservedly reject that 
pomp of title which attracts the gaze and admiration of the 
multitude. For what is a title but a certain definite mode 
of dignity ? but actions such as yours surpass, not only the 
bounds of our admiration, but our titles; and, like the 
points of pyramids, which are lost in the clouds, they soar 
above the possibilities of titular commendation. But since, 
though it be not fit, it may be expedient, that the highest 
pitch of virtue should be circumscribed within the bounds 
of some human appellation, you endured to receive, for the 
public good, a title most like to that of the father of your 

• Prose Works, vol. i. pp. 285—287. 
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coimtiy ; not to exalt, but rather to bring you nearer to the. 
level of ordinary men ; the title of king was unworthy the 
transcendent majesty of your character. For if you had 
been captivated by a name over which, as a private man^ 
you had so completely triumphed and crumbled into dust, 
you would have been doing the same thing as i^ after 
having subdued some idolatrous nation by the help of the 
true God, you should afterwards fall down and worship 
the gods which you had vanquished."* 

To this Milton adds an exhortation which must for ever 
clear him from the charge of having yielded an unworthy 
subservience to the great man under whom he served and 
whom he so cordially admired. Nothing can exceed the 
boldness and lofty independence of tone with which he 
urges his exhortations on the Protector, and though the 
quotation is long, it is due to the memory of Milton to 
present it to the reader : — " Do you then, sir, continue your 
course with the same unrivalled magnanimity ; it sits well 
upon you ; — to you our country owes its liberties ; nor can 
you sustain a character at once more momentous and more 
august than that of the author, the guardian, and the pre- 
server of our liberties ; and hence you have not only edipsed 
the achievements of all our kings, but even those which 
have been fabled of our heroes. Often reflect what a dear 
pledge the beloved land of your nativity has entrusted to 
youi' care ; and that liberty which she once expected only 
from the chosen flower of her talents and her virtues, she 
now expects from you only, and by you only hopes to 
obtain. Revere the fond expectations which we cherish, 
the solicitudes of your anxious country; revere the looks 
and the wounds of your brave companions in arms, who, 
under your banners, have so strenuously fought for liberty ; 
revere the shades of those who perished in the contest; 
revere also the opinions and the hopes which foreign states 
entertain concerning us, who promise to themselves so many 

• Prose Works, vol. i. pp. 288, 289. 
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advantages from that liberty which we have so bravely 
acquired, from the establishment of that new government 
which has begun to shed its splendour on the world, which, 
if it be suffered to vanish like a dream, would involve us in 
the deepest abyss of shame ; and lastly, revere yourself; and, 
after having endured so many sufferings and encountered so 
many perils for the sake of liberty, do not suffer it, now it 
is obtained, either to be violated by yourself, or in any one 
instance impaired by others. You cannot be truly free 
unless we are free too j for such is the nature of things, that 
he who entrenches on the liberty of others, is the first to 
lose his own and become a slave. But if you, who have 
hitherto been the patron and tutelary genius of liberty, if 
you, who are exceeded by no one in justice, in piety, and 
goodness, should hereafter invade that liberty which you 
have defended, your conduct must be fatally operative, not 
only against the cause of liberty, but the general interests 
of piety and virtue. Your integrity and virtue will appear 
to have evaporated, your faith in religion to have been 
small; your character with posterity will dwindle into 
insignificance, by which a most destructive blow will be 
levelled against the happiness of mankind. The work 
which you have imdertaken is of incalculable moment, 
which will thoroughly sift and expose every principle and 
sensation of your heart, which will fully display the vigour 
and genius of your character, which will evince whether you 
really possess those great qualities of piety, fidelity, justice, 
and self-denial, which made us believe that you were 
elevated by the special direction of the Deity to the highest 
pinnacle of power. At once wisely and discreetly to hold 
the sceptre over three powerful nations, to persuade people 
to relinquish inveterate and corrupt for new and more 
beneficial maxims and institutions, to penetrate into the 
remotest parts of the country, to have the mind present and 
operative in every quarter, to watch against surprise, to 
provide against danger, to reject the blandishments of 
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pleasure and pomp of power ; — these are exertions compared 
with which the labour of war is mere pastime ; which will 
require every energy and employ every faculty that you 
possess ; which demand a man supported from above, and 
almost instructed by immediate inspiration. These, and 
more \han these are, no doubt, the objects which occupy 
your attention and engross your soul ; as well as the means 
by which you may accomplish these important ends, and 
render our liberty at once more ample and more secure. 
And this you can, in my opinion, in no other way so readily 
ejSect, as by associating in your councils the companions of 
your dangers and your toils; men of exemplary modesty, 
integrity, and courage ; whose hearts have not been hardened 
in cruelty and rendered insensible tP pity by the sight of 
so much ravage and so much deaths but whom it has rather 
inspired with the love of justice, with a respect for religion, 
and with the feeling of compassion, and who are more zea- 
lously interested in the preservation of liberty, in proportioa 
as they have encountered more perils in its defence. They 
are not strangers or foreigners, a hireling rout scraped 
together from the dregs of the peaple; but, for the most 
part, men of the better conditions in life, of families not 
disgraced if not ennobled, of fortunes either ample oir 
moderate. And what if some among them are recommended 
by their poverty ? for it was not the lust of ravage which 
brought them into the field ; it was the calamitous aspect 
of the times, which, in the most critical circumstances, and 
often amid the most disastrous turn of fortune, roused then^ 
to attempt the deliverance of their country from the fangs 
of despotism. They were men prepared, not only to debate, 
but to fight ; not only to argue in the senate, but to engage 
the enemy in the field. But unless we will continually 
cherish indefinite and illusory expectations, I see not in 
whom we can place any confidence, if not in these men and 
such as these. We have the surest and most indubitable 
pledge of their fidelity in this, that they have already ex- 
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posed themselves to deatli in the service of their country; 
of their piety in this, that they have been always wont to 
ascribe the whole glory of their successes to the favour of 
the Deity, whose help they have so suppliantly implored, 
and so conspicuously obtained ; of their justice in this, that 
tliey even brought the king to trial, and when his guilt was 
proved, refused to save his life; of their moderation in our 
own imiform experience of its effects, and because, if by 
any outrage they should disturb the peace which they have 
procured, they themselves will be the first to feel the miseries 
which it will occasion, the first to meet the havoc of the 
sword, and the first again to risk their lives for all those 
comforts and distinctions which they have so happily ac- 
quired; and lastly, of their fortitude in this, that there is 
no instance of any people who ever recovered their liberty 
with so much courage and success; and therefore, let us not 
suppose, that there can be any persons who will be more 
zealous in preserving it."* 

He then commemorates the merits of the distinguished 
persons who, in the past contest, which was at once religious 
and political, had sustained the general by their counsels 
and their ai*ms. " To these men," he says, " whose talents 
are so splendid, and whose worth has been so thoroughly 
tried, you would without doubt do right to trust the pro- 
tection of our liberties; nor would it be easy to say to 
whom they might more safely be entrusted. Then^ if you 
leave the church to its own government, and relieve yourself 
and the other pubHc ftinctionaries from a charge so onerous, 
and so incompatible with your functions; and will no 
longer sufler two powers, so different as the civil and the 
ecclesiastical, to commit fornication together, and by their 
mutual and delusive aids in appearance to strengthen, but 
in reality to weaken and finally to subvert, each other ; if 
you shall remove aU power of persecution out of the churcl^, 
(but persecution will never cease, so long as men are bribed 
* Prose Works, voL L pp, 289—201. 
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to preach the gospel hj a mercenary salary, which is forcibly 
extorted, rather than gratuitously hestowed, which serves 
only to poison religion and to strangle truth,) you will then 
effectually have cast those money-changers out (^ the temple^ 
who do not merely truckle with doves, hut with the Dov© 
itself, with the Spirit of the Most High.''* 

After a nohle address to the British people, urging them 
to carry out the principles and support the govemment of 
Cromwell, he closes the *< Second Defence of the People of 
England'* with the following words : — " I have delivered my 
testimony, I would almost say, have erected a monument, 
that will not readily he destroyed, to the reality of those 
singular and mighty achievements which were above all 
praise. As the epic poet, who adheres at all to the rules of 
that species of composition, does not profess to describe the 
whole life of the hero whom he celebrates, but only some 
particular action of his life, as the resentment of Achilles at 
Troy, the return of Ulysses, or the coming of JSneas into 
Italy ; so it will be sufficient, either for my justification or 
apology, that I have heroically celebrated at least one 
exploit of my countrymen. I pass by the rest, for who 
could recite the achievements of a whole people P If, after 
such a display of courage and of vigour, you basely relin- 
quish the path of virtue, if you do anything nnworthy of 
yourselves, posterity will sit in judgment on your conduct. 
They will see that the foundations were well laid ; that the 
beginning (nay, it was more than a beginning) was glorious ; 
but with deep emotions of concern will they regret, that 
those were wanting who might have completed the structure. 
They will lament that perseverance was not conjoined with 
such exertions and such virtues. They will see that there 
was a rich harvest of glory, and an opportimity afforded for 
the greatest achievements, but that men only were wanting 
for the execution ; while they were not wanting who could 

• Prose Worits, toI. i. p. 298. 
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rightly counsel, exhort, inspire, and bind an unfading 
wreath of praise round the brows of the illustrious actors 
in so glorious a scene."* 

The " Second Defence of the People of England" is in 
many respects the most valuable of Milton's prose writings. 
It is the chief repository from which we draw our informa- 
tion as to his personal history. It yields to none of his. 
treatises in sustained grandeur of style. It is rich in the 
noblest sentiments of patriotism and freedom, both civil and 
religious ; and by the perusal of those eloquent panegyrics 
in which he embalms the reputation of his eminent fellow- 
workers, we are impressed at once with the candour and 
generosity of Milton, and the blind prejudice of the bio- 
grapher who could afiOrm, that no man who had written so 
much had praised so few. 

♦ Prose Works, vol. i. pp. 299, 300, 
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CONSEQUENCES OF THE DEATH OF CBOMWELL — ^MILTON PUBLISHES THE 

"treatise OF THE CIVIL TOWER IN ECCLESIASTICAL CAUSES** 

ANALYSIS OF THE WORK — PUBLISHES THE "CONSIDERATIONS TOUCH- 
ING THE LIKELIEST MEANS TO REMOTE HIEEUNOS OUT OF THB 
church" — ^ANALYSIS OF THE WORK. 



The political aspect of this country was never more dis- 
tressing to the friends, and portentous to the cause, of free- 
dom, than at the period to which this narrative has now 
been conducted. The vigorous administration of Cromwell 
alone preserved the external ti'anquillity of the empire, and, 
under that government, the rights of the subject, and espe- 
cially the claims of religious freedom, were habitually re- 
spected; but all the elements of disorder and devastatioa 
existed, in unseen activity, beneath the surface of society. 
The presby terians, deprived of political power, cherished all 
their old intolerance, exacerbated by vindictiveness. The 
royalists were not slow to perceive, that they hated inde- 
pendency — which, in this instance, may be taken as the 
exponent of religious freedom, — with even more bitterness 
than they had ever testified against prelacy in the pahny 
days of its reign of terror. Hence they reckoned, and rightly 
as the event proved, upon the speedy co-operation of that 
faction. The army, on the contrary, was chiefly composed 
of independents — men whose devotion to freedom was the 
second table of their law — the secular phase of an enthu- 
siastic religion. The death of Cromwell was the removal 
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of the keystone of the uncemented arch, and the result was 
the subsidence of the whole fabric into irreparable ruin. 

The weight and value of Cromwell can only be truly esti- 
mated from the effects produced by his decease; and the 
observations of Mr. Macaulay on this point are as admirable 
for their truth as they are for their force and beauty. He 
says, " At the time of which we speak, the violence of reli- 
gious and political enemies rendered a stable and happy 
settlement next to impossible. The choice lay, not between 
Cromwell and liberty, but between Cromwell and the Stuarts. 
That Milton chose well, no man can doubt who fairly com- 
pares the events of the protectorate with those of the thirty 
years which succeeded it — the darkest and most disgraceful 
in the English annals. Cromwell was evidently laying, 
though in an irregular manner, the foundations of an admi- 
rable system. Never before had religious liberty and the 
freedom of discussion been enjoyed in a greater degree. 
Never had the national honour been better upheld abroad, 
or the seat of justice better filled at home. And it was 
rarely that any opposition, which stopped short of open re- 
bellion, provoked the resentment of the liberal and magnani- 
mous usurper. The institutions -which he had established, as 
set down in the " Instrument of Government," and the "Hum^ 
ble Petition and Advice," were excellent. His practice, it is 
true, too often departed from the theory of these institutions. 
But, had he lived a few years longer, it is probable that his 
institutions would have survived him, and that his arbitrary 
practice would have died with him. His power had not been 
consecrated by ancient prejudices. It was upheld only by 
his great personal qualities. Little, therefore, was to be 
dreaded from a second protector, unless he were also a second 
Oliver Cromwell. The events which followed his decease 
are the most complete vindication of those who exerted 
themselves to uphold his authority ; for his death dissolved 
the whole frame of society."* 

* Edin. Eeview, yoI, xlii. p. 336. 
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Milton saw with the deepest anxiety the perils which 
threatened that cause to which he had devoted his life, and 
for which he was calmly prepared to lay it down. He 
augured at once the religious intolerance which would grow 
with the growth of presbyterian influence, and sought to 
stay its efiects by the publication of three treatises, all of 
which appeared in 1659, and within about twelve months 
after the death of the protector. The first of these is enti- 
tled, "A Treatise of the Civil Power in Ecclesiastical 
Causes." 

In the commencement of this latter treatise, he evidently 
refers to the former also, as equally forming part of his 
design. " Two things there be," he says, " which have 
been ever found working much mischief to the church of 
God and the advancement of truth — force on one side re- 
straining, and hire on the other side corrupting, the teachers 
thereof. Few ages have been, since the ascension of our 
Saviour, wherein the one of these two, or both together, have 
not prevailed. It can be at no time, therefore, unseasonable 
to speak of these things, since by them the church is either 
in continual detriment and oppression, or in continual dan- 
ger. The former shall be at this time my argument 5 the 
latter as I shall find God disposing me, and opportunity 
inviting."* 

He next proceeds to lay down the general proposition to 
be proved, " That for belief or practice in religion, according 
to this conscientious persuasion, no man ought to be punished 
or molested by any outward force on earth whatsoever, I dis- 
trust not, through God's implored assistance, to make plain 
by these following arguments : — First, it cannot be denied, 
being the main foundation of our protcstant religion, that we 
of these ages, having no other Divine rule or authority from 
without us, warrantable to one another as a common ground, 
but the Holy Scripture, and no other within us but the illu- 
mination of the Holy Spirit, so interpreting that scripture 

• Prose Works, toI. ii. p. 622. 
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as warrantable only to ourselves, and to such whose con* 
sciences we can so persuade, can have no other ground in 
matters of religion but only from the Scriptures. And these 
being not possible to be imderstood without this Divine illu- 
mination, which no man can know at all times to be in 
himself, much less to be at any time for certain in any other^ 
it follows clearly, that no man or body of men in these times 
can be the infallible judges or determiners in matters of 
religion to any other men's consciences but their own."* 

After demonstrating this position by a variety of scrip- 
tural arguments, he says, with reference to the apostles and 
a fortiori to ordinary ministers, " Having no dominion over the 
faithf or conscience of the flock whom they are to feed, not 
by constraint, neither as being lords over God's heritage;" | 
and then adds, " But some will object, that this overthrows 
all church discipline, all censure of errors, if no man can 
determine. My answer is, that what they hear is plain 
scripture, which forbids not church sentence or determining, 
but as it ends in violence upon the conscience imconvinced. 
Let whoso will interpret or determine, so it be according to 
true church discipline, which is exercised on them only who 
have willingly joined themselves in that covenant of union, 
and proceeds only to a separation from the rest, proceeds 
never to any corporal enforcement or forfeiture of money, 
which in all spiritual things are the two arms of Antichrist, 
not of the true church ; the one being an inqidsition, the 
other no better than a temporal indulgence of sin for money, 
whether by the church exacted or by the magistrate ; both 
the one and the other a temporal satisfaction for what Christ 
hath satisfied eternally ; a popish commuting of penalty, cor- 
poral for spiritual; a satisfaction to man, especially to the 
magistrate, for what and to whom we owe none : these and 
more are the injustices of force and fining in religion, be- 

♦ Prose Works, vol. u. p. 523. + 2 Cor. i. 24. 
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sides what I most insist on, the violation of God's 
commandment in the gospel, as hath hecn shown. Thiu 
then, if church governors cannot use force in religion, tfaongh 
hut for this reason, hecause they cannot infallihly detennine 
to the conscience without convincement, much lees have 
civil magistrates authority to use force where they can xmioh 
less judge ; unless they mean only to he the dvil execution- 
ers of them who have no civil power to give them such, com- 
mission, no, nor yet ecclesiastical, to any force or violence in 
religion. To sum up all in hrief, if we must helieve as the 
magistrate appoints, why not rather as the church P If not 
as either without convincement, how can force he lawM P"* 

His second argument is thus stated : — "From the riddance 
of these objections, I proceed yet to another reason why it is 
unlawful for the civil magistrate to use force in matters of 
religion ; which is, because to judge in those things, though 
we should grant him able, which is proved he is not, yet as 
a civil magistrate he hath no right Christ iiath a go- 
vernment of his own, sufficient of itself to all his ends and 
pui^ses in gx)verning his church, but much different from 
that of tlie ci^il magistrate. And the difference in this very 
thing principally consists, that it governs not by outward 
force, and that for two reasons : first, because it deals only 
with the inward man and his actions, which are all spi- 
ritual, and to outward force not liable ; secondly, to show 
us the di^ine excellence of his spiritual kingdom, able 
without worldly force to subdue all the powers and kingdoms 
of this world, which are upheld by outward force only.^f 

This, again, he substantiates, as he proposed at the outset, 
by arguments drawn from Scripture only, and proceeds : " I 
have sho^^^l that the civil power hath neither right nor can 
do right by forcing religious things ; I will now show the 
wrong it doth, by violating the fundamental pri\'ilege of the 
gospel, the new birthi'ight of every true believer — Christian 
liberty: 2 Cor. iii. 17, * Where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
* rrose Works, vol. ii. p. 526. + Ibid. p. 533. 
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there is liberty;* Gal. iv. 26, * Jerusalem, which is above, is 
free, which is the mother of us all;' and ver. 31, * We are 
not children of the bondwoman, but of the free.' It will be 
sufficient in this place to say no more of Christian liberty 
than that it sets us free, not only from the bondage of those 
ceremonies, but also from the forcible imposition of those cir- 
cumstances, place, and time in the worship of God, which, 
though by him commanded in the old law, yet in respect of 
that verity and freedom which is evangelical, St. Paul com- 
prehends both kinds alike : that is to say, both ceremony 
and circumstance, under one and the same contemptuous 
name of * weak and beggarly rudiments.' "* 

His concluding argument is as follows : — 

" A fourth reason why the magistrate ought not to use 
force in reUgion, I bring from the consideration of all those 
ends which he can likely pretend to the interposing of his 
force therein ; and those hardly can be other than first the 
glory of Cod ; next, either the spiritual good of them whom 
he forces, or the temporal punishment of their scandal to 
others. As for the promoting of God's glory, none, I think, 
will say that his gloiy ought to be promoted in religious 
things by unwarrantable means, much less by means con- 
trary to what he hath commanded. That outward force is 
such, and that God's glory in the whole administration of 
the gospel according to his own will and counsel ought to be 
fulfilled by weakness, at least so refuted, not by force ; or 
if by force, inward and spiritual, not outward and corporeal, 
is already proved at large. That outwai'd force cannot 
tend to the good of him who is forced in religion, is im- 
qucstionable. For, in religion, whatever we do under the 
gospel, we ought to be thereof persuaded without scruple ; 
and are justified by the faith we have, not by the work we 
do : Rom. xiv. 5, * Let every man be fully persuaded in his 
own mind.' " t 

He says, in conclusion : — 

* Prose Works, vol. ii. p. 639. + Ibid. p. 642. 
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" On these four scriptural reasons, as on a firm square;, 
this truth, the right of Christian and eyangelic Kberty, will 
stand immovable against aU those pretended consequences 
of licence and confusion, which, for the most part, men 
most licentious and confused themselyes, or such as whose 
severity would be wiser than divine wisdom, are ever aptest 
to object against the ways of God: as if God, without 
them, when he gave us this liberty, knew not of the worst 
which these men in their arrogance pretend will follow : 
yet knovsdng all their worst, he gave us this liberty as by 
him judged best. As to those magistrates who think it 
their work to settle religion, and those ministers or others 
who so oft call upon them to do so, I trust, that having well 
considered what hath been here argued, neither they will 
continue in that intention, nor these in that expectation 
from them ; when they shall find that the settlement of re- 
ligion belongs only to each particular church by persuasive 
and spiritual means within itself, and that the defence only 
of the church belongs to the magistrate. Had he once 
learned not further to concern himself with church affidrs, 
half his labour might be spared, and the commonwealth 
better tended."* 

The treatise of "Civil Power in Ecclesiastical Causes" was 
addressed to the Parliament of the Commonwealth of Eng- 
land, and contains one wise admonition, to which it would 
have been well if other parliaments besides that had bome 
in mind : — " Yet not for this cause only do I require or trust 
to find acceptance, but in a twofold respect besides : first, 
as bringing clear evidence of scripture and protestant 
maxims to the parliament of England, who in all their late 
acts, upon occasion, have professed to assert only the true 
protestant Christian religion, as it is contained in the Holy 
Scriptures : next, in regard that your power being but for 
a time, and having in yourselves a Christian Liberty of your 
own, which at one time or other may be oppressed, thereof 
♦ Prose Works, voL ii. pp. 646, 647. 



THE REMOVAL OF HUtELINGS FROM THE CHURCH. 209 

truly sensible, it will concern you while you are in power, 
so to regard other men's consciences, as you would your 
own should be regarded in the power of others ; and to con- 
sider that any law against conscience is alike in force 
against any conscience, and so may one way or other justly 
redoimd upon yourselves."* 

Very shortly after the publication of this work appeared 
the companion treatise, entitled "Considerations touching 
the Likeliest Means to remove Hirelings out of the Church." 
This, like the former, was addressed to the Parliament, and 
its positions are entirely supported by scriptural argu- 
ments. 

His general proposition is as follows : — 

" Hire of itself is neither a thing unlawful, nor a word of 
any evil note, signifying no more than a due recompense or 
reward ; as when our Saviour saith, * The labourer is wor- 
thy of his hire.' That which makes it so dangerous in the 
church, and properly makes the hireling a word always of 
evil signification, is either the excess thereof, or the undue 
manner of giving and taking it. What harm the excess 
thereof brought to the church, perhaps was not found by 
experience till the days of Constantine ; who out of his zeal 
thinking he could be never too liberally a nursing father of 
the church, might be not unfitly said to have either overlaid 
it or choked it in the nursing. Which was foretold, as is 
recorded in ecclesiastical traditions, by a voice heard from 
heaven, on the very day that those great donations and 
church revenues were given, crying aloud, * This day is 
poison poured into the church.* Which the event soon 
after verified, as appears by another no less ancient observa- 
tion, * That religion brought forth wealth, and the daughter 
devoured the mother.' "f 

In pursuance of his main object, he proposes to consider, 
first, what recompense God hath ordained should be given 
to ministers of the church — for that a recompense ought to 

* Prose Works, vol. ii. p. 621. t Ibid. vol. iii. p. 6. 

P 



^210 JOHN MILTON. 

be given them, and may by them justly be received, our 
Saviour himself, from the very light of reason and of equity 
hath declared, Luke x. 7 : "The labourer is worthy of his 
hire ;*' next, by whom ; and, lastly, in what manner. The 
first of these divisions is designed to prove that the imposi- 
tion of tithes is inconsistent with the spirit and constitu- 
tion of the Christian religion. "What recompense," he 
says, " ought to be given to church ministers, God hath 
answerably ordained according to that difference which he 
hath manifestly put between those his two great dispensa- 
tions, the law and the gospel. Under the law, he gave 
them tithes ; under the gospel, having left all things in his 
chui^ch to charity and Christian freedom, he hath given 
them only what is justly given them. That, as well under 
the gospel as imder the law, say our EngUsh divines, and 
they only of all protestants, is tithes ; and they say true, if 
any man be so minded as to give them of his own the tenth 
or twentieth; but that the law therefore of tithes is in force 
under the gospel, all other protestant divines, though equally 
concerned, yet constantly deny. For although hire to the 
labourer be of moral and perpetual right, yet that special 
kind of hire, the tenth, can be of no right or necessity, but 
to that special labour for which God ordained it. That 
special labour was the Levitical and ceremonial service of 
the tabernacle. Numb, xviii. 21, 31, which is now abolished: 
the right, therefore, of that special hire must needs be 
withal abolished, as being also ceremonial. That tithes 
were ceremonial, is plain, not being given to the Levites till 
they had been first offered a heave-offering to the Lord, ver. 
24, 28. He, then, who by that law brings tithes into the 
gospel, of necessity brings in withal a sacrifice and an 
altar ; without which tithes by that law were unsanctified 
and polluted, ver. 42, and therefore never thought on in the 
first Christian times, till ceremonies, altars, and oblations, 
by an ancienter corruption, were brought back long before. 
And yet the Jews, ever since their temple was destroyed, 
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though they have rabbles and teax^hers of their law, yet pay 
no tithes, as having no Levites to whom, no temple where, 
to pay them, no altar whereon to hallow them j which ar- 
gues that the Jews themselves never thought tithes moral, 
but ceremonial only. That Christians, therefore, should take 
them up when Jews have laid them down, must needs be 
very absurd and preposterous."* 

After supporting this position with great ability, and 
answering all the objections of his opponents, by appealing 
to the authority of Scripture, he proceeds to his second 
topic: — 

" The next thing to be considered in the maintenance of 
ministers, is by whom it should be given. "Wherein though 
the Hght of reason might sufficiently inform us, it wiU be 
best to consult the Scripture. Gal. vi. 6, *Let him that is 
taught in the word, communicate to him that teacheth, in 
all good things :* that is to say, in all manner of gratitude, 
to his ability. 1 Cor. ix. 11, * If we have sown untO' you 
spiritual things, is it a great matter if we reap your carnal 
things?' To whom therefore hath not been sown, JGrom 
him wherefore should be reaped? 1 Tim. v. 17, * Let the 
elders that rule well, be counted worthy of double honour ; 
especially they who labour in word and doctrine.' By 
these places, we see that recompense was given either by 
every one in particular who had been instructed, or by 
them all in common, brought into the church-treasury, and 
distributed to the ministers according to their several la- 
bours : and that was judged either by some extraordinary 
person, as Timothy, who by the apostle was then left evan- 
gelist at Ephesus, 2 Tim. iv. 5, or by some to whom the 
church deputed that care. This is so agreeable to reason, 
and so clear, that any one may perceive what iniquity and 
violence hath prevailed since in the church, whereby it 
hath been so ordered, that they also shall be compelled to 
recompense the parochial minister, who neither chose him 

* Prose Works, yol. iii. pp. 6, 7. 
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for their teacher, nor have received instruction from him, as 
heing either insufficient, or not resident, or inferior to 
whom they follow ; wherein to har them their choice, is to 
violate Christian liberty."* 

Under this head, he cites extensively the testimony of 
Scripture, and the practice of the apostolic and reformed 
churches, and concludes as follows : — 

"Forced consecrations out of another man's estate are 
no better than forced vows, hateM to God, * who loves a 
cheerful giver ;* but much more hateful, wrung out of men's 
purses to maintain a disapproved ministry against their con- 
science; however unholy, infamous, and dishonourable to 
his ministers and the free gospel, maintained in such un- 
worthy manner as by violence and extortion. If he give it 
as to his teacher, what justice or equity compels him to pay 
for learning that religion which leaves freely to his choice 
whether he will learn it or no, whether of this teacher or 
another, and especially to pay for what he never learned, or 
approves not; whereby, besides the wound of his con- 
science, he becomes the less able to recompense his true 
teacher? Thus far hath been inquired by whom church- 
ministers ought to be maintained, and hath been proved 
most natural, most equal and agreeable with Scripture, to be 
by them who receive their teaching ; and by whom, if they 
be unable. Which ways well observed, can discourage 
none but hirelings, and will much lessen the number in the 

church."t 

The last topic of consideration is in what manner God 
has ordained that recompense be given to ministers of the 
Gospel ; " and," says Milton, " by all scripture it will appear 
that he hath given it them not by civil law and freehold, as 
they claim, but by the benevolence and free gratitude of 
such as receive them." In proof of this, he heaps scripture 
upon scripture, and answers with great severity the objec- 
tion, that the oppressive charges of the church are necessary 

♦ Prose Works, vol. iii. pp. 23, 23. + Ibid. vol. iiL p. 30. 
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to sustain a learned ministiy by means of an expensive 
university education. 

The treatise concludes with the following bold and ner- 
vous passage : — 

" Heretofore, in the first evangelical times, (and it were 
happy for Christendom if it were so again,) ministers of 
the gospel were by nothing else distinguished from other 
Christians, but by their spiritual knowledge and sanctity of 
life, for which the church elected them to be her teachers anJ 
overseers, though not thereby to separate them from what- 
ever calling she then found them following besides; as the ex- 
ample of St. Paul declares, and the first times of Christianity. 
When once they afiected to be called a clergy, and became, 
as it were, a peculiar tribe of Levites, a party, a distinct 
order in the commonwealth, bred up for divines in babbling 
schools, and fed at the public cost, good for nothing else but 
what was good for nothing, they soon grow idle: that 
idleness, with fulness of bread, begat pride and perpetual 
contention with their feeders, the despised laity, through all 
ages ever since ; to the perverting of religion, and the dis- 
turbance of all Christendom. And we may confidently 
conclude, it never will be otherwise while they are thus 
upheld undepending on the church, on which alone they an- 
ciently depended, and are by the magistrate publicly main- 
tained, a numerous faction of indigent persons, crept for the 
most part out of extreme want and bad nurture, claiming by 
divine right and freehold the tenth of our estates, to mono- 
polize the ministry as their peculiar, which is free and open 
to all able Christians, elected by any church. Under this 
pretence, exempt from all other employment, and enriching 
themselves on the public, they last of all prove common 
incendiaries, and exalt their horns against the magistrate 
himself that maintains them, as the priest of Home did soon 
after against his benefactor the emperor, and the presbyters 
of late in Scotland. Of which hireling crew, together with 
all the mischiefs, dissensions, troubles, wars merely of their 
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kindling, Christendom might soon rid herself and be happy 
if Christians would but know their own dignity, their 
liberty, their adoption, and let it not be wondered if I say, 
their spiritual priesthood, whereby they haye all equally 
access to any ministerial function, wheneyer called by their 
own abilities, and the church, though they neyer came near 
commencement or uniyersity. But while protestants, to 
ayoid the due labour of understanding their own religion, 
are content to lodge it in the breast, or rather in the books 
of a clergyman, and to take it thence by scraps and mam- 
mocks, as he dispenses it in his Sundays' dole, they will be 
always learning and neyer knowing ; always infants : al- 
ways either his yassals, as lay papists are to their priests; 
or at odds with him, as reformed principles giye them some 
right to be not wholly comformable ; whence infinite dis- 
turbances in the state, as they do, must needs follow. 
Thus much I had to say; and, I suppose, what may be 
enough to them who are not ayariciously bent otherwise, 
touching the likeliest means to remoye hirelings out of the 
Church ; than which nothing can more conduce to truth, 
to peace, and all happiness, both in church and state. If I 
be not heard nor belieyed, the eyent will bear me witness 
to haye spoken truth; and I in the meanwhile haye 
borne my witness, not out of season, to the churdi and to 
my country.'- 

* Prose Works, vol. iii. pp. 40, 41 . 
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KFFKCTS or POLITICAL BBYOLUTIONS — FICKLENESS OF THE ARMY — 
MILTON PUBLISHES HIS TRACTS UPON THE COMMONWEALTH — ^ANALYSIS 

OF THESE TREATISES — RESTORATION OF CHARLES II. MILTON IS 

SECRETED BY HIS FRIENDS — PASSING OF THE ACT OF OBLIVION. 

All history instructs us, and political philosophy is at no 
loss to account for the fact, that revolutions commenced in 
deliheration, and carried out by the pacific force of public 
opinion, subside after temporary turmoil, and precipitate 
their elements, which crystallize into the regular forms of 
constitutional government : while those which are engen- 
dered and conducted by the brute force of arms, issue appro- 
priately in a military despotism. This is either rendered 
temporary, by the energies of civilization and public virtue, 
or, failing those only resources, all that is pure and pre- 
cious in human society perishes for an extended period, 
under its inorganic and torpifying pressure. The latter 
was the sad alternative which was witnessed in England in 
the year 1660. The army had virtually dissolved one par- 
liament, and re-constituted another, and this also owed its 
extinction to the same unconstitutional influence. The very 
theory of a standing army is embarrassed with a dilemmai 
which is not the less deserving of attention because it is 
not glaringly obvious. If ill disciplined, it is inefficsr 
cious for any purposes save those of feverish irritation, and 
plethoric expenditure; if highly disciplined, it is the 
mechanical engine of a few minds who may constitute it a 
despotic tmperium in imperto. 
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Towards the close of the year 1659, Milton saw those 
gathering clouds which were destined for a time to eclipse, 
and for a much longer period to obscure, the pure light of 
constitutional freedom ; and in the near prospect of the re- 
establishment of the Stuart dynasty, and, consequently, of 
the principles of Divine right and passive obedience, both 
civil and spiritual, and that with an activity intensified by 
temporary suppression, he published three tracts on the 
political position of his country, though evidently with the 
fullest recognition of the personal peril which such a mea- 
sure must involve. The first of these is entitled, " A Letter 
to a Friend, concerning the Ruptures of the CSommonwealth." 
The second and third were addressed to General Monk, and 
entitled, " The Present Means and Brief Delineation of a 
Free Commonwealth," and " The Ready and Easy Way to 
Establish a Free Commonwealth." These are so similar in 
design and spirit, that they may be treated here as a single 
and continuous treatise. 

After lamenting the fickleness of the army, he thus pro- 
ceeds to appeal to them, and to state the principles on 
which alone the liberties of the country could be main- 
tained: — 

" How grievous will it then be ! how infamous to the 
true religion which we profess! how dishonourable to 
the name of God, that his fear and the power of his know- 
ledge in an army professing to be his, should not work that 
obedience, that fidelity to their supreme magistrates, that 
levied them and paid them ; when the light of nature, the 
laws of human society, covenants and contracts, yea com- 
mon shame, works in other armies, amongst the worst of 
them ! Which will undoubtedly pull down the heavy judg- 
ments of God among us, who cannot but avenge these 
hypocrisies, violations of truth and holiness ; if they be in- 
deed so as they yet seem. For neither do I speak this in 
reproach to the army, but as jealous of their honour, inciting 
them to manifest and publish with all speed, some better 
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cause of these their late actions, than hath hitherto appeared, 
and to find out the Achan amongst them, whose close amr 
hition in all Hkclihood abuses their honest natures against 
their meaning to these disorders ; their readiest way to bring 
in again the common enemy, and with him the destruction 
of true religion, and civil Hberty. 

" But, because our evils are now grown more dangerous 
and extreme, than to be remedied by complaints, it concerns 
us now to find out what remedies may be likeliest to save us 
from approaching ruin. Being now in anarchy, without a 
counselling and governing power ; and the army, I suppose, 
finding themselves insufficient to discharge at once both 
military and civil affairs, the first thing to be found out with 
all speed, without which no commonwealth can subsist, 
must be a senate, or general council of state, in whom must 
be the power, first to preserve the public peace ; next, the 
commerce with foreign nations ; and lastly, to raise monies 
for the management of these affairs : this must either be the 
parliament re-admitted to sit, or a council of state allowed 
of by the army, since they only now have the power. The 
terms to be stood on are, liberty of conscience to all profess- 
ing Scripture to be the rule of their faith and worship: 
and the abjuration of a single person." * 

Milton next details his views of the best means of con- 
stituting a parliament and council of state, so as to super- 
sede the institutions of monarchy and the House of Lords, 
and thus appeals again to the self-respect of his country- 
men: — 

"After our liberty and religion thus prosperously 
fought for, gained, and many years possessed, except in 
those unhappy interruptions, which God hath removed ; 
now that nothing remains, but in all reason the certain 
hopes of a speedy and immediate settlement for ever in a 
firm and free commonwealth, for this extolled and magnified 
nation, regardless both of honour won, or deliverances 

♦ Prose Works, voL iii. p. 406. 
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Toachsafed from heayen, to fall back, or rather to creep baek 
80 poorly, as it seems the multitude would, to their ohm 
abjured and detested thraldom of kingship, to be ouraelyei 
the slanderers of our own just and religious deeds, though 
done hj some to covetous and ambitious ends, yet not tfaeie- 
fore to be stained with their infamy, or they to asperse the 
integrity of others ; and yet these now by reyolting from 
the conscience of deeds well done, both in church and state, 
to throw away and forsake, or rather to betray a just and 
noble cause for the mixture of bad men who have ill- 
managed and abused it, (which had our fathers done here- 
tofore, and on the same pretence deserted true religion, 
what had long ere this become of our gospel, and all Protest- 
ant Keformation, so much intermixed with the avarioe and 
ambition of some reformers?) and by thus relapsing, to 
verify all the bitter predictions of our triumphing enemies, 
who will now think they wisely discerned and justly cen- 
sured both us and all our actions as rash, rebellious, hypo- 
critical, and impious ; not only argues a strange, degenerate 
contagion suddenly spread among us, fitted and prepared 
for new slavery, but will render us a scorn and derision to 
all our neighbours. 

" And what will they at best say of us, and of the whole 
English name, but scoffingly, as of that foolish builder 
mentioned by our Saviour, who began to build a tower, and 
was not able to finish it ? Where is this goodly tower of 
a commonwealth, which the English boasted they would 
build to overshadow kings, and be another Home in the 
west ? The foundation indeed they lay gallantly, but fell 
into a worse coni^ion, not of tongues, but of factions, than 
those at the tower of Babel ; and have left no memorial of 
their work behind them remaining but in the common 
laughter of Europe." * 

Dr. Johnson remarks, with that inaccuracy which marks 
almost every general observation on which he ventures 
* Prose Works, yoL ii. pp. 113, 114. 
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respecting Milton's character, that in opposing monarchy he 
looked chiefly, if not solely, at its expensiveness. But in 
warning his country in this treatise against a return to that 
form of government, he shows that economical reasons were 
the weakest hy which he was influenced. " God," he says, 
"m much displeasure gave a king to the Israelites, and 
imputed it a sin to them that they sought one ; hut Christ 
apparently forbids his disciples to admit of any such hea- 
thenish government : * The kings of the Gentiles,* saith he, 
* exercise lordship over them,' and they that * exercise autho- 
rity upon them are called benefactors : but ye shall not be . 
so ; but he that is greatest among you, let him be as the ^ 
younger ; and he that is chief, as he that serveth/ The 
occasion of these his words was the ambitious desire of Ze- 
bedee's two sons to be exalted above their brethren in his \ 
kingdom, which they thought was to be ere long upon earth. 
That he speaks of civil government, is manifest by the 
former part of the comparison, which infers the other part ^ 
to be always in the same kind. And what government ' 
comes nearer to this precept of Christ, than a free common- 
wealth ; wherein they who are the greatest, are perpetual 
servants and drudges to the public at their own cost and i 
charges, neglect their own aflairs, yet are not elevated above j 
their brethren ; live soberly in their families, walk the street 
as other men, may be spoken to freely, familiarly, friendly, 1 
without adoration ? Whereas a king must be adored like a 
demigod, with a dissolute and haughty court about him, of i 
vast expense and luxury, masks and revels, to the debauch- 
ing of our prime gentry, both male and female ; not in their 
pastimes only, but in earnest, by the loose employments 
of com-t-service, which will be then thought honourable. 
.... Certainly, then, that people must needs be mad or 
strangely infatuated, that build the chief hope of their com- 
mon happiness or safety on a single person ; who, if he hap- 
pen to be good, can do no more than another man ,• if to be 
bad, hath in his hands to do more evil without check, thaa 
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millions of other men. The happiness of a nation most' 
needs he firmest and certainest in full and free council of 
their own electing, where no single person, hut reason only, 
sways. And what madness is it for them who might manage 
nohly their own affairs themselves, sluggishly and weakly 
to devolve all on a single person ; and, more like boys under 
I age than men, to commit all to his patronage and disposal 
who neither can perform what he undertakes ; and yet for 
undertaking it, though royally paid, will not be their servant, 
but their lord ! How unmanly must it needs be, to count 
such a one the breath of our nostrils, to hang aU our felicity 
on him, all our safety, our well-being, for which if we were 
aught else but sluggards or babies, we need depend on none but 
God and our own counsels, our own active virtue andindustry. 
.... It may be well wondered that any nation, styling them- 
selves free, can suffer any man to pretend hereditary right 
over them as their lord ; whenas, by acknowledging that 
right, they conclude themselves his servants and his vassals, 
and so renounce their own freedom. Which how a -people 
and their leaders especially can do, who have fought so glo- 
riously for liberty ; how they can change their noble words 
and actions, heretofore so becoming the majesty of a free 
people, into the base necessity of court flatteries and prostra- 
tions, is not only strange and admirable, but lamentable to 
think on. That a nation should be so valorous and oon- 
rageous to win their liberty in the field, and when they have 
won it, should be so heartless and unwise in their counsels, 
as not to know how to use it, value it, what to do with it, or 
with themselves ; but after ten or twelve years' prosperous 
war and contestation with tyranny, basely and besottedly to 
run their necks again into the yoke which they have broken, 
and prostrate all the fruits of their victory for nought at the 
feet of the vanquished, besides our loss of glory, and such 
an example as kings or tyrants never yet had the like to 
boast of, will be an ignominy if it befall us, that never yet 
befell any nation possessed of their liberty." • 

♦ Prose Works, toI. ii, pp. 116, 116, 118, 119. 
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He does not, however, confine himself to general illustra- 
tions of the hlessings of a commonwealth, hut points out 
the special perils involved in the return of the deposed 
family. " But admit," he says, " that monarchy of itself 
may he convenient to some nations ; yet to us who have 
thrown it out, received back again, it cannot but prove per- 
nicious. For kings to come, never forgetting their former 
ejection, will be sure to fortify and arm themselves suffi-j 
ciently for the future against all such attempts hereafter^ 
from the people ; who shall be then so narrowly watched ' 
and kept so low, that though they would never so fain, and 
at the same rate of their blood and treasure, they never shall 
be able to regain what they now have purchased and may 
enjoy, or to free themselves from any yoke imposed upon 
them. Nor will they dare to go about it; utterly dis- 
heartened for the future, if these their highest attempts prove 
unsuccessful ; which will be the triumph of all tyrants here- 
after over any people that shall resist oppression ; and their 
song will then be, to others. How sped the rebellious Eng- 
lish? to our posterity. How sped the rebels, your fathers?'** 

Having shown that that was the particular crisis, at which 
it would be easy to found a free commonwealth, he proceeds 
to show how especially such a form of government would 
conduce to those interests which he had through life re- 
garded as supremely valuable. " This liberty of conscience,** 
he says, " which, above all other things, ought to be to all 
men dearest and most precious, no government more inclin- 
able not to favour alone, but to protect, than a free conmion- 
wealth ; as being most magnanimous, most fearless, and 
confident of its own fair proceedings." This position he 
strengthens by showing how these rights were violated by 
Protestant Elizabeth, and then appeals : " What liberty of 
conscience can we then expect of others, far worse principled 
from the cradle, trained up and governed by popish and 
Spanish counsels, and on such depending hitherto for sub- 
sistence ? Especially what can this last parliament expect, 

• Prose Works, vol. ii p. 130. 
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who haying reviyed lately and puhlished the coyenant, 
haye re-engaged themoelyes neyer to readmit episcopaej? 
Which no son of Charles returning hut will most certainly 
hring hack with him, if he regard the last and strictest 
charge of his father, * to perseyere in, not the doctrine only, 
hut goyemment of the Church of England, not to neglect 
the speedy and effectual suppressing of errors and schifflns;' 
among which he accounted presbytery one of the chiet"* 

He lastly proceeds to show that the same considerations 
applied to the ciyil rights and liberties of his countrymen, 
and concludes with the following prophetic language : " I 
haye no more to say at present : few words will saye ns, 
well considered ; few and easy things now seasonably done. 
But if the people be so affected as to prostitute religion and 
liberty to the yain and groundless apprehension, that 
nothing but kingship can restore trade, not remembering 
the frequent plagues and pestilences that then wasted this 
city, such as through God's mercy we neyer haye felt since ; 
and that trade flourishes nowhere more than in the firee 
commonwealths of Italy, Germany, and the Low Countries, 
before their eyes at this day ; yet if trade be grown so 
craying and importunate through the profiise liying of 
tradesmen, that nothing can support it but the luxurious 
expenses of a nation upon trifles or superfluities ; so as if 
the people generally should betake themselyes to frugality, 
it might proye a dangerous matter, lest tradesmen should 
mutiny for want of trading ; and that therefore we must 
forego and set to sale religion, liberty, honour, safety, all 
concernments diyine or human, to keep up trading; if, 
lastly, after all this light among us, the same reason shall 
pass for current, to put our necks again under kingship, as 
was made use of by the Jews to return back to Egypt, and 
to the worship of their idol queen, because they fedsely 
imagined that they then liyed in more plenty and pros- 
perity; our condition is not sound, but rotten, both in 

* Prose Works, voL ii. p. 134. 
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reHgion and aU civil prudence ; and wiU bring ns soon, the 
way we are marclung, to those calamities, which attend 
always and nnavoidably on luxury, all national judgments 
under foreign and domestic slavery: so fax we shall be from 
mending our condition by monarchizing our government, 
whatever new conceit now possesses us. 

"However, with all hazard I have ventured what I 
thought my duty to speak in season, and to forewarn my 
country in time ; wherein I doubt not but there be many 
wise men in all places and degrees, but am sorry the effects 
of wisdom are so little seen among us. Many circumstances 
and particulars I could have added in those things whereof 
I have spoken : but a few main matters now put speedily 
in execution, will suffice to recover us, and set all right : 
and there will want at no time who are good at circum- 
stances ; but men who set their minds on main matters, and 
sufficiently urge them, in these most difficult times I find 
not many. 

" What I have spoken, is the language of that which is 
not called amiss * The good old Cause : ' if it seem strange 
to any, it will not seem more strange, I hope, than convincing 
to backsliders. Thus much I should perhaps have said, 
though I was sure I should have spoken only to trees and 
stones ; and had none to cry to, but with the prophet, * O 
earth, earth, earth!' to tell the very soil itself, what her 
perverse inhabitants are deaf to. Nay, though what I have 
spoke should happen (which Thou suffer not, who didst 
create mankind free ! nor Thou next, who didst redeem us 
from being servants of men !) to be the last words of our 
expiring Hberty."* 

And the last words of expiring liberty they were j for 
they terminated the political history of her noblest cham- 
pion, and an enemy who had never felt the charm of her 
benign sway was already at the gates. His return was 
hailed by a people who judged themselves unworthy of 

Prose Works, vol, ii. pp. 187, 138. 



224 JOHN MILTOK. 

freedom^ by an acquiescent army) and by the treaoheroiis fiio- 
tion of loyalized presbyterians, more ignoble than all. Under 
such auspices, the most worthless of British monarehB wae 
restored to the throne. *^ Then came those days neyer to be 
recalled without a blush — the days of servitude without loy- 
alty, and sensuality without loye, of dwarfish talents and 
gigantic vices, the paradise of cold hearts and narrow minds, 
the golden age of the coward, the bigot, and the slave. The 
King cringed to his rival that he might trample on his 
people, sunk into a Viceroy of France, and pocketed, with 
complacent infamy, her degrading insults, and her more 
degrading gold. The caresses of harlots, and the jests of 
buffoons, regulated the measures of a government which had 
just ability enough to deceive, and just religion enough to 
persecute. The principles of liberty were the scoff of every 
grinning courtier, and the Anathema Maranatha of every 
fawning dean. In every high place, worship was paid to 
Charles and James — Belial and Moloch ; and. England pro- 
pitiated those obscene and cruel idols with the blood of her 
best and bravest children. Crime succeeded to crime, and 
disgrace to disgrace, till the race accursed of God and man 
was a second time time driven forth, to wander on the &oe 
of the earth, and to be a by-word and a shaking of the 
head to the nations." * 

The Foreign Secretary who had stood forth before the 
eyes of Europe as the justifier of the execution of Charles L, 
and as the opponent of that prelatical tyranny which the 
Stuarts cherished as the bulwark of their ovm, was too 
conspicuous an offender not to be endangered by the Kesto- 
ration. Accordingly, he quitted his residence in Petty 
France, and was secreted in the house of a Mend in St. 
Bartholomew's Close, where he remained for about four 
months, until his safety was permanently secured by the 
passing of the Act of Oblivion, on the 29th August, 1660. 
His two great political works, the " Eikonoclastes " and the 
* Edinburgh Review, voL xlii., p. 337. 
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" Defence of the People of England," were condemned to 
be burnt by the bands of the common hangman ; but at 
this insult Milton could well afford a contemptuous smile, 
even through the " natural tears" which he shed over the 
grave of departed freedom. 
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As soon as Milton was delivered from the perils in which 
so many whom he honoured and loved were involved by 
the vindictive cruelty of Charles II., he established himself 
in a house in Holbom, not far from Bed Lion Square. 
From this he removed, after an occupation of about two 
years, to a vicinity to which, for some reason, he seems to 
have been partial. He had in earlier years resided in 
Aldersgate Street, Barbican, and Bartholomew Close, and 
in 1662 we find him in Jewin Street. His last removal 
was to no great distance from this spot ; this was to a small 
house in Artillery "Walk, Bunhill Fields, where he spent 
the remainder of his days. 

One interval, however, requiring especial observation, 
occurred during the period embraced in these notices of his 
latest places of residence. During the time of his abode in 
Jcwin Street, he felt that his solitary condition, aggravated 
by the cold inattention of his daughters, required the solace 
of conjugal life. He accordingly requested his friend Dr. 
Paget to recommend him a suitable partner, and, by his 
advice, he married, as his third wife, EHzabeth, daughter of 
Sir Edward Minshul, of Cheshire, a distant relation of Dr. 
Paget. Soon after this event Milton was offered the Foreign 
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Secretaryship, under the Government of Charles II., which 
he had filled with so much distinction in the time of the 
Commonwealth. His wife, dazzled hy the prospect which 
this proposal opened before her, earnestly urged him to 
accede to it. This Milton peremptorily refused, adding, 
** You, as other women, would ride in your coach : my aim 
is to Hve and die an honest man." 

The events of Milton's personal history for the few next 
years have been related without any material variation by 
all his biographers, and modern years have brought no 
accession of information respecting them. The statements 
of the best of these authors will therefore be collated in this 
place, with no other acknowledgment than a marginal 
reference. During his residence in Jewin Street, Ellwood 
the quaker was recommended to him as a person who, for 
the advantage of his conversation, would read to him such 
Latin books as he thought proper ; an employment to which 
he attended every afternoon, except on Sundays. " At my first 
sitting to him," this ingenious writer informs us in his Life 
of himself, " obsei-ving that I used the English pronuncia- 
tion, he told me, if I would have the benefit of the Latin 
tongue, not only to read and understand Latin authors, but 
to converse with foreigners, either abroad or at home, I 
must learn the foreign pronimciation ; to this I consenting, 
he instructed me how to sound the vowels : this change of 
pronunciation proved a new difficulty to me ; but * labor 
07nnia vincit improhus ;^ and so did I; which made my 
reading the more acceptable to my master. He, on the 
other hand, perceiving with what earnest desire I pursued 
learning, gave me not only all the encouragement, but all 
the help, he could; for, having a curious ear, he under- 
stood by my tone when I understood what I read, and 
when I did not ; and accordingly he would stop me, and 
examine me, and open the most difficult passages to me/' 
The kind care bestowed by Milton upon the improvement 
of this young man, was repaid by every mark of personal 
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regard. The courtesy of the preceptor, and the gratitude 
of the disciple, are indeed alike conspicuous. After several 
adventures, which were no slight trials of patience, Ellwood 
found an asylum in the house of an affluent quaker at 
Chalfont, in Buckinghamshire, whose children he was to 
instruct. This situation afforded him an opportunity of 
being serviceable to Milton : for, when the plague began 
to rage in London in 1665, Ellwood took a house for him at 
Chalfont, St. Giles; to which the poet retired with his 
family. He had not long before removed from Jewin Street 
to a house in Artillery Walk, leading to Bunhill Fields ; but 
he is also said, by Richardson, on the authority of a person 
who was acquainted with Milton, and who had often met 
him with his host conducting him, to have lodged awhile 
before this last removal, with Millington, the famous auc- 
tioneer of books ; a man whose occupation and whose ta- 
lents would render his company very acceptable to Mil- 
ton ; for he has been described by a contemporary pen as 
" a man of remarkable elocution, wit, sense, and modesty.*** 

On his arrival at Chalfont, Milton found that Ellwood, 
in consequence of a persecution of the quakers, was confined 
in the gaol of Aylesbury. But, being soon released, this 
affectionate friend made a "vdsit to him, to welcome him 
into the country. ** After some common discourses," says 
Ellwood, " had passed between us, he called for a manu- 
script of his, which, being brought, he delivered to mfi) 
bidding me take it home with me, and read it at my leisure, 
and when I had so done, return it to him with my judg- 
ment thereupon. When I came home, and set myself to 
read it, I found it was that excellent poem, wftiich he 
entitled * Paradise Lost.' " 

•• After I had with the best attention read it through," 

says the respectable Ellwood, " I made him another visit, 

and returned him his book, with due acknowledgment of 

the favour he had done me in communicating it to me. He 

• Todd's Life of Milton, pp. 186 and 190. 
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asked me how I liked it, and what I thought of it : which 
I modestly and freely told him; and, after some further 
discourse, I pleasantly said to him. Thou hast said much 
here of Paradise lost, but what hast thou to say of Paradise 
found? He made me no answer, but sat some time in a 
muse : then broke off that discourse, and fell upoi^ another 
subject. After the sickness was over, and the city well 
cleansed, and become safely habitable again, he! returned 
thither; and when afterwards I went to wait uipon him, 
( which I seldom failed of doing when my occasions led me 
to London), he showed me his second poem, called * Para- 
dise Ilcgained,* and in a pleasant tone said to me, * This is 
owing to you, for you put it into my head by the question 
you put to me at Chalfont, which before I had not thought 
of.' " 

The term of Milton's residence at Chalfont has not been 
precisely specified ; but from the circumstances to which 
it was accommodated, the prevalence and the extirpation of 
the plague in the capital, we may infer that it extended 
from the June or the July of 1665 to the March or April of 
the following year. 

It is not exactly ascertained when the " Paradise Lost" 
was commenced ; but there is every reason to believe that 
it was completed during this brief sojourn at Chalfont. On 
the 26th of April, 1667,* he sold the manuscript of the 
"Paradise Lost" to Samuel Simmons, the bookseller, for 
the insignificant sum of £5. But the agreement with the 
bookseller entitled him to a conditional payment of five 
pounds more when thirteen hundred copies should be sold 
of the first edition ; of the like sum after the same number 
of the second edition ; and of another five pounds after the 
same sale of tlie third. The number of each edition vr^ 
not to exceed fifteen hundi'ed copies. It first appeared /in 
1667, in ten books. The poem, in a small quarto form, and 
plainly but neatly bound, was advertised at the price of 
♦ Summons' Life of Milton, pp. 381, 382. 
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three shillings. The titles were varied, in order to circulate 
the edition, in 1667, 1668, and 1669. Of these there were 
no less than five. In two years the sale gave the poet a 
right to his second payment, for which the receipt was 
signed April 26, 1669. The second edition was not given 
till 1674 ; it was printed in small octavo ; and, hy a jndidonB 
division of the seventh and tenth, contained twelve books. 
He lived not to receive the payment stipulated for this im- 
pression. Tho third edition was published in 1678; and 
his widow, to whom the copy was then to devolve, agreed 
with Simmons, the printer, to receive eight pounds for her 
right, according to her receipt, dated December 21, 1680; 
and gave him a general release, dated April 29, 168J. 
Simmons covenanted to transfer the right, for twenty-j&ye 
pounds, to Brabazon Aylmer, a bookseller; and AylnuBr 
sold to Jacob Tonson half of it, August 17, 1683, and me 
other half, March 24, 1690, at a price very considerably 
advanced.* / 

An anecdote has been related by Richardson, one of his 
earlier biographers, " that Sir John Denham came intb the 
House one morning with a sheet of * Paradise Lost^' wet 
from the press, in his hand ; and, being asked what it was, 
he replied, * Tart of the noblest poem that ever was written 
in any language or in any age^ However, the book re- 
mained unknown till it was produced about two years after- 
wards by Lord Buckhurst on the following occasion. That 
nobleman, in company with Mr. Fleetwood Shephard, (who 
frequently told the story to Dr. Tancred Kobinson, an 
eminent physician, and Mr. Richardson's informer), looking 
over some books in Little Britain, met with * Paradise 
Lost ; ' and, being surprised with some passages in turning 
it over, bought it. The bookseller requested his lordship 
to speak in its favour, if he liked it : for the impression lay 
on his hands as waste paper. Lord Buckhurst, (whom 
Richardson inaccurately calls the Earl of Dorset, for he did 
» Todd's Life of MUton, pp. 104, 195- 
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not succeed to that title till some years afterwards), having 
read the poem, sent it to Dryden, who in a short time 
returned it with this answer : * This nian cuts us all out, 
and the ancients too.'"* 

Although there is, doubtless, a foundation of truth in 
the former anecdote, the association of Sir John Denham's 
name with the fact is certainly erroneous, as that gentleman 
never was in Parliament. Shortly afterwards, however, 
Dryden called upon the author, and obtained his permission 
to construct a drama, or rather an opera, upon the great 
epic. This did not appear during Milton's life ; but, in the 
preface, a due homage is paid to^is genius. Although the 
poem passed through six editions within twenty years of its 
publication, it cannot be said to have obtained the atten- 
tion it deserved, until it was popularized by the criticisms 
of Addison. 

It would be a waste of time to descant on the innumer- 
able merits of a poem which has been made the theme of/ 
almost every critic of eminence for upwards of a century, 
and which now enjoys an undisputed supremacy. That it 
should not have been popular in the days of the two last 
Stuarts, is not matter of surprise. The age of tyranny was 
not likely to favour the writings of the apostle of freedom. 
The age of sensuality was incapable of relishing the moral 
beauties and intellectual charms of Milton's muse. It was 
reserved to a brighter and a better age to render justice to 
the memory of the Patriot-Bard ; and, perhaps, it is safe to 
predict that the estimation of Milton's poetry will afford the 
measure of the literary refinement, and that of his prose 
writings will gauge the political elevation or decline, of 
every succeeding age in this country. 

Mr. Philips has mentioned one singular circumstance with 

respect to the composition of the "Paradise Lost," "which," 

he says, " I have a particular reason to remember ; for whereas 

1 had the perusal of it from the very beginning, for some years, 

• Todd's Life of Milton, pp. 204, 205. 
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as I went from time to visit him, in parcels of ten, twenty, or 
thii'ty verses at a time (which, being written by whatefver 
hand came next, might possibly want correction as to the 
orthography and pointing), having, as the smmner came 
on, not been shovm any for a considerable while, and 
desiring the reason thereof, was answered, that his vein 
never happily flowed but from the Autumnal Equinox to 
the Vernal ; and that whatever he attempted at other times 
was never to his satisfaction, though he courted his fancy 
never so much ; so that, in all the years he was about this 
poem, he may be said to have spent half his time therein."* 

" Of his artifices of study, or particular hours of composi- 
tion," says Johnson, " we have little account." RichardBon, 
however, relates "that he would sometimes lie awake 
whole nights, but not a verse could he make; and on a 
sudden his poetical faculty would rush upon him with an 
impetus, or csstrum, and his daughter was immediately 
called to secure what came. In dictating in the day, he 
was accustomed to sit leaning back, in an easy chair, with 
his leg flung over the elbow of it, and at such times he 
would dictate perhaps forty lines in a breath, and then re- 
duce them to half the number. 

Newton, in his Life of the poet, states that "Mrs. Milton, 
who survived her husband, in a state of widowhood, nearly 
fifty-five years, related that he composed principally in the 
winter ; and on his waking in the morning would make her 
write down sometimes twenty or thirty verses. On being* 
asked whether he did not frequently read Homer and 
Virgil, she replied that * he stole from nobody but the muse 
who inspired him.' To a lady inquiring who the muse was, 
she answered, * it was God's grace, and the Holy Spirit that 
^isited him nightly.' 

During Milton's residence at Chalfont, a report obtained 
currency that he had perished by the plague ; which need 
occasion the less surprise as the parish registers show, that 
* Johnson's Lives of the Poets, vol. i. pp. 189, 190. 
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that village did not escape the ravages of this calaxnitons 
visitation. This report appears to have reached the Conti- 
nent, and elicited from several eminent men letters of in- 
quiry respecting the safety of so valuable a life. The last 
of the poet's familiar letters which we possess, is an answer 
to one of these. It is addressed, ** To the most accom- 
plished Peter Heimbach, Counsellor of State to the Elector 
of Brandenburgh," and having been written in Latin, is 
. presented by Mr. Todd in the following translation : — 

" ITiat, in a year so pestilential and so fatal as the pre- 
sent, amidst the deaths of so many of my compatriots, you 
should have believed me likewise, as you write me word, in 
consequence too of some rumour or other, to have fallen a 
\ictim, excites in me no surprise : and if that rumour owed 
its currency among you, as it seems to have done, to an 
anxiety for my welfare, I feel flattered by it as an instance 
of your friendly regard. Through the goodness of God, 
however, who had provided me with a safe retreat in the 
country, I still live and am well; and would that I could 
add, not incompetent to any duty which it may be my 
ftirther destiny to discharge. 

" But that after so long an interval I should have recurred 
to your remembrance, is highly gratifying to me ; though 
to judge from your eloquent embellishments of the matter, 
when you profess your admiration of so many different vir- 
tues united in my single person, you seem to furnish some 
ground for suspecting that I have, indeed, escaped fi'om 
your recollection. From such a number of unions, in fact, 
I should have cause to dread a progeny too numerous, were 
it not admitted that in disgrace and adversity the virtues 
principally increase and flourish. One of them, however* 
has not made me any very grateful return for her enter- 
tainment ; for she whom you call the political (though I 
would rather that you had termed her love of country), 
after seducing me with her fine name, has nearly, if I 
may so express myself, deprived me of a country. The rest, 
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indeed, harmonise more perfectly together. Our country is 
wherever we can live as we ought. 

** Before I conclude, I must prevail on you to impute 
whatever incorrectness of orthography or of punctuation yofu 
may discover in this epistle, to my young amanuensis; 
whose total ignorance of Latin has imposed on me the 
disagreeable necessity of actually dictating to him every 
individual letter. 

" That your deserts as a man, consistently with the high 
promise with which you raised my expectations in your 
youth, should have elevated you to so eminent a station in 
your sovereign's favour, gives me the most sincere pleasure ; 
and I fervently pray and trust that you may proceed and 
prosper. Farewell ! — London, August 15, 1666." 

In the year 1670, Milton published his fragment of the 
History of England, the earlier portion of which has been 
noticed already, and which his subsequent intervals of 
labour only brought down to the period at which the 
strictly national interest of our annals commences — that of 
the victory of William of Normandy at the Battle of Hast- 
ings. In the following year he published the << Paradise 
Regained," and the dramatic poem entitled << Samson 
Agonistes." 

Had Milton never written the "Paradise Lost," it is 
more than probable that the " Paradise Regained " would 
have been rewarded with the admiration of posterity, 
and secured for its author a high rank among epic 
poets. Some fond admirers of Milton have endeavoured 
to attract to it some portion of that voluntary tribute 
which is universally paid to its great predecessor. Jortin 
has eulogised it ; Dunstcr has laboured to develop its 
previously unrecognized beauties; and "VVarbutton has 
pronounced it a charming poem, nothing inferior in the 
poetry and the sentiments to the " Paradise Lost." But these 
panegyrics have never received that endorsement which, in 
the republic of letters, is the sole, and, indeed, the just, rati- 
fication of purely literary excellence. Perhaps the truth 
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is, that the " Paradise Lost " satiates every factilty to which 
it appeals,* and renders the revival of the zest impossible, 
except by a power analogous to that which was exerted in 
the miracle of Cana. Nevertheless, it contains passages of 
great beauty and grandeur ; and one which shows to what 
an extent he retained, irrepressible amidst the decay of 
nature, the principles which had governed his more active 
life, desei-ves on that account to be inserted in this place. 
The sentiment is put into the mouth of the Saviour : — 

" Extol not riches, then, the toil of fools, 
The wise man's cumbrance, if not snare ; more apt 
To slacken virtue, and abate her edge, 
Than prompt her to do aught may merit praise. 
What if with like aversion I reject 
Riches and realms ? Yet not, for that a crown, 
Golden in show, is but a wreath of thorns. 
Brings dangers, troubles, cares, and sleepless nights, 
To him who wears the regal diadem. 
When on his shoulders each man's burden lies ; 
For therein stands the office of a king. 
His honour, virtue, merit, and chief praise. 
That for the public all this weight he bears. 
Yet he who reigns within himself, and rules 
Passions, desires, and fears, is more a king, 
Which every wise and virtuous man attains ; 
And who attains not, ill aspires to rule 
Cities of men or headstrong multitudes, 
Subjects himself to anarchy within. 
Or lawless passions in him, which he serves. 
But to guide nations in the way of truth, 
By saving doctrine, and from error lead. 
To know, and, knowing, worship God aright, 
Is yet more kingly; this attracts the soul, 
Governs the inner man, the nobler part: 
That other o'er the body only reigns. 
And oft by force; which to a generous mind. 
So reigning, can be no sincere delight ; 
Besides, to give a kingdom hath been thought 
Greater and nobler done, and to lay down 
Far more magnanimous, than to assume." 

* Omne supervacuum pleno de pectore manat. — Horacs. 
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Throughout the writings of Milton, we have seen his 
complete familiarity and intense sympathy with classical 
literature, producing two characteristic results: — ^the one, 
the infusion of beautiful, but exotic, and, in many cases, 
recondite illustration ; the other, the interpolation into his 
style of that which, in the view of mere nationality, must 
be regarded as a corrupt element. It has been remarked 
of the " Paradise Regained," that its style " is much less 
encumbered with allusions to abstruse learning, than the 
' Paradise Lost.' Different critics assign different reasons 
for this. It is probable that the poet was influenced by 
regard to the simple language of the New Testament : in 
previous parts of the Bible, there is much more of poetical 
ornament and figurative richness." 

The defect of the " Samson Agonistes " is not one of 
style, but of structure. It is framed on the model of 
the Greek drama, which, if not incompatible with our 
language, is certainly uncongenial with the national litera- 
ture and the popular taste. The great masters of the British 
drama, both prior and subsequent to the days of Milton, 
do not admit to the vicinity of their imperial throne the 
rivalry of classic antiquity. As the "Paradise Regained" 
admitted of the development of some of Milton's political 
and religious opinions, so among the more individual 
delineations of the " Samson," we find some passages in 
which it is impossible not to perceive a reference to the 
author's personal and domestic condition. Of this the 
following is an obvious example : — 



" I, dark in light, exposed 
To daily fraud, contempt, abuse, and wrong, 
Within doors or without, still as a fool, 
In power of others, never in my own ; 
Scarce half I seem to live, dead more than half. 
O dark, dark, dai'k, amid the blaze of noon ! 
Irrevocably dark, total eclipse» 
Without all hope of day!" 
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Like every other work of Milton, the " Samson Agonis- 
tes" ahounds with nohle sentiments, and with passages of 
great poetic force and beauty ; but a character of tame in- 
efficacy attaches to every dramatic composition which is not 
adapted to the stage. In this instance, too, the irregularity 
of the ode interferes with the measured and progi'essive 
movement of the tragic muse ; and, as a dramatic composi- 
tion, the just decision of the literary world has pronounced 
it a failure, 
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In 1673, Milton, impressed with alarm at the rapid in- 
crease of Popery, and regarding its re-establishment in 
England as involving a retrogression from a pure and free 
religion, to superstition, infidelity, and spiritual despotism, 
put forth a tract entitled " Of True Religion, Heresy, Schism, 
Toleration, and what Best Means may be used against the 
giowth of Popery." A few selections from this treatise will 
indicate the course of his argument : " True religion," he 
lays down at the outset, " is the true worship and service 
of God, learned and believed from the "Word of God only. 
. . . "With good and religious reason, therefore, all Pro- 
testant churches, with one consent, and particularly the 
Church of England, in her Thirty-nine Articles (Article 
6th, 19th, 20th, 21st, and elsewhere), maintain these two 
points, as the main principles of true religion — that the rule 
of true religion is the AVord of God only ; and that their 
faith ought not to be an implicit faith, that is, to believe, 
though as the church believes, against or without express 
authority of Scripture. And if all Protestants, as universally 
as they hold these two principles, so attentively and reli- 
giously would observe them, they would avoid and cut off 
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many debates and contentions, scliisms and persecntions, 
which too oft have been among them, and more firmly 
unite against the common adversary. For hence it directly 
follows, that no true Protestant can persecute, or not 
tolerate, his fellow-Protestant, though dissenting from him 
in some opinions, but he must flatly deny and renounce these 
two his own main principles, whereon true religion is 
founded ; while he compels his brother from that which he 
believes as the manifest word of God, to an implicit faith 
(which he himself condemns), to the endangering of his 
brother's soul, whether by rash belief or outward con- 
formity : for * whatsoever is not of faith is sin.' 

" I will now as briefly show what is false religion, or 
heresy, which mil be done as easily ; for of contraries the 
definitions must needs be contrary. Heresy, therefore, is a 
religion taken up and believed from the traditions of men, 
and additions to the Word of God. . . . Schism is a 
rent or division in the church, when it comes to the sepa- 
rating of congregations; and may also happen to a true 
church, as well as to a false ; yet in the true needs not tend 
to the breaking of communion, if thjey can agree in the 
right administration of that wherein they communicate, 
keeping their other opinions to themselves, not being de- 
structive to faith. The Pharisees and Sadducees were two 
sects, yet both met together in their common worship of 
God at Jerusalem. But here the Papist will angrily de- 
mand, What ! are Lutherans, Calvinists, Anabaptists, So- 
cinians, Arminians, no heretics ? I answer. All these may 
have some errors, but are no heretics. Heresy is in the 
will and choice professedly against Scripture; error is 
against the will, in misunderstanding the Scripture after 
all sincere endeavours to understand it rightly : hence it 
was said well by one of the ancients, * Err I may, but heretic 
I will not be* It is a human frailty to err, and no man is 
infallible here on earth. But so long as all these profess to 
set the Word of God only before them as the rule ojf faith 
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and obedience ; and use all diligence and sincerity of heart, 
by reading, by learning, by study, by prayer for illumina- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, to understand the rule and obey it, 
they have done what man can do: God will assuredly 
pardon them, as he did the friends of Job ; good and pious 
men, though much mistaken, as there it appears, in some 
points of doctrine/'* 

Referring next to the intolerance of the Papists, he 
says : — 

** But he is wont to say, he enjoins only things indifferent. 
Let them be so still ; who gave him authority to change 
their nature by enjoining them ? K by his own principles, 
as is proved, he ought to tolerate controverted points of 
doctrine not slightly grounded on Scripture, much more 
ought he not impose things indifferent without Scripture. 
In religion nothing is indifferent ; but if it come once to be 
imposed, is cither a command or a prohibition, and so con- 
sequently an addition to the Word of God, which he pro- 
fesses to disallow. Besides, how unequal, how uncharitable 
must it needs be, to impose that which his conscience can- 
not urge him to impose, upon him whose conscience forbids 
him to obey ! What can it be but love of contention for 
things not necessary to be done, to molest the conscience of 
his brother, who holds them necessary to be not done P^f 

Milton next comes to the question whether Popery should 
or should not be tolerated by a Christian government, and 
in this sole instance appears to have been swayed, at this 
period of his life, rather by an absorbing love of the truth, 
than by confidence in its self-sustaining power. He cer- 
tainly condemns and deprecates the infliction of pains and 
penalties on Roman Catholics for what can properly be 
called the exercise of their religion ; but he considers that 
their political tenets place them without the boundary of 
toleration, and that their idolatrous use of images, &c., 
should be repressed as a public offence against Almighty 
♦ Prose Works, vol. ii pp. 510, 511. + Ibid. p. 013. 
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God, and as held by themselves as " not necessary to salva- 
tion, but only enjoined them by tradition." 

" The next means," he says, " to hinder the growth of 
Popery will be, to read duly and diligently the Holy Scrip- 
tures, which, as St. Paul saith to Timothy, who had known 
them from a child, * are able to make wise unto salvation.' 
And to the whole church of Colossi: * Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you plentifully, with all wisdom,' Col. iii. 16. The 
Papal Antichristian church permits not her laity to read 
the Bible in their own tongue : our church, on the contrary, 
hath proposed it to all men, and to this end translated it 
into English, with profitable notes on what is met with 
obscure, though what is most necessary to be known be still 
plainest ; that all sorts and degrees of men, not understfind- 
ing the original, may read it in their mother tongue. 
Neither let the countryman, the tradesman, the lawyer, the 
physician, the statesman, excuse himself by his much busi- 
ness from the studious reading thereof." * 

The treatise concludes with a powerful enforcement of 
the position, that " The last means to avoid Popery is, to 
amend our lives. It is a general complaint, that this nation, 
of late years, is grown more numerously and excessively 
vicious than heretofore; pride, luxury, drunkenness, whore* 
dom, cursing, swearing, bold and open atheism, everywhere 
abounding : where these grow, no wonder if Popery also 
grow apace. There is no man so wicked but sometimes his 
conscience will wring him with thoughts of another world, 
and the peril of his soul ; the trouble and melancholy, which 
he conceives of true repentance and amendment, he endures 
not, but inclines rather to some carnal superstition, which 
may pacify and lull his conscience with some more pleasing 
doctrine. None more ready and officious to offer herself 
than the Romish, and opens wide her office, with all her 
faculties, to receive him ; easy confession, easy absolution, 
pardons, indulgences, masses for him both quick and dead, 

* Prose Works, voL ii. p. 616. 
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Agnus Deis, relics, and the like : and he, instead of ' work* 
ing out his salvation with fear and trembling,' straight 
thinks in his heart (like another kind of fool than he in 
the Psalms,) to bribe God as a corrupt judge ; and by his 
proctor, some priest, or friar, to buy out his peace with 
money, which he cannot with his repentance. . . . Let 
us, therefore, using this last means, last here spoken of, 
but first to be done, amend our lives with aU speed ; lest 
through impenitency we run into that stupidity which 
we now seek all means so warily to avoid, the worst of 
superstitions, and the heaviest of aU God's judgments — 
Popery."* 

In concluding these notices of Milton's writings, it is 
necessary to gather up one or two minor publications. 
About the time of his last marriage, he published a short 
treatise, entitled " Accidence commenced Grammar," which is 
no otherwise remarkable than as exhibiting a mighty mind 
condescending to the humblest spheres of usefrd exertion. 

In the same year he published a manuscript of Sir 
"Walter Raleigh, with the title of "Aphorisms of State." 

In 1672 we find him again devoting his pen to the inter- 
ests of education, in a treatise inscribed, " Artis Logicae 
plenior institutio ad Petri Kami methodum concinnata." 
That is, a scheme of logic digested on the plan of £amiis 
(a Frenchman, whose vernacular name was De la Kamee). 
In addition to these works, two were published poflthu- 
mously. The first of these was given to the world abont 
eight years after the death of Milton, and is entitled, "The 
Brief History of Moscovia, and of other less-known 
Countries lying eastward of Kussia, as far as Cathay." 
The second requires a more particular notice. 

In the year 1823, Mr. Lemon, the Deputy-Keeper of 

State Papers, discovered, in his researches in the old State 

Paper Office at Whitehall, a packet wrapped in what 

proved to be proof-sheets of the "Elzevir Horace;" this 

• Prose Works, vol. ii. pp. 518, 519. 
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was inclosed in a cover directed to Mr. Skinner, merchant, 
the same Cyriac Skinner to whom Milton addressed his 
sonnet on his blindness. The packet was found to contain 
the State Letters of Milton, and a manuscript entitled, 
" Idea Theologiae," of Milton's authorship, of which there 
exists abundant evidence, both external and internal. It 
constitutes a complete body of divinity, consisting of two 
books: the first "On the Knowledge of God," and the 
second "On the Service of God:" the former divided into 
thirty-three, and the latter into seventeen, chapters. The 
translation and editing of this manuscript was confided 
by George IV. to Mr. Sumner, afterwards Bishop of Win- 
chester, by whom it was published in 1825. A few sen- 
tences from the most important chapters must suffice 
to indicate the theological views of Milton at the closing 
period of his life. 

On the Divine Nature he says : — " Our safest way is to 
form in our minds such a conception of God as shall cor- 
respond with his own delineation and representation of 
himself in the sacred writings. For it is on this very 
account that he has lowered himself to our level, lest in 
our flights above the reach of human imderstanding, and 
beyond the written word of Scripture, we should be 
tempted to indulge in vague cogitations and subtleties." 

In the chapter, " On the Divine Decrees,'^ he says, " It 
is to be understood that God decreed nothing absolutely, 
which he left in the power of free agents: a doctrine 
which is shown by the whole canon of Scriptm-e. . . . 
God had determined from all eternity, that man should so 
far be a free agent, that it remained with himself to decide 
whether he would stand or fall. . . . God of his wis- 
dom determined to create men and angels reasonable beings 
and therefore free agents." 

And in the chapter on Predestination : " Without 
searching deeper into this subject, let us be contented with 
only knowing, that God, out of his infinite mercy and grace 
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ill Christ, has predestinated to salvation all who should 
helieve." 

On. the Nature and Work of Christ, he says: "This 
point appears certain, notwithstanding the argiiments of 
some of the moderns to the contrary, that the Son existed 
in the beginning, under the name of the logos or word, and 
was the first of the whole creation, by whom afterwards all 
other things were made both in heaven and earth." And 
again : " The mediatorial office of Christ is that whereby, 
at the special appointment of God the Father, he volun- 
taiily performed, and continues to perform, on behalf of 
man, whatever is requisite for obtaining reconciliation 
with God, and eternal salvation. . . . The exaltation of 
Christ is that by which, having triumphed over death, and 
laid aside the foim of a servant, he was exalted by God the 
Father to a state of immortality and of the highest glory, 
partly by his own merits, partly by the gift of the Father, 
for the benefit of mankind; wherefore he rose again .from 
the dead, ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the light 
hand of God." Again: "As Christ emptied himself in both 
his natures, so both participate in his exaltation ; his God- 
head, by its restoration and manifestation ; his manhood, 
by an accession of glory." And again : " The satisfaction 
of Christ is the complete reparation made by him, in his 
twofold capacity of God and Man, by the fulfilment of the 
law and payment of the required price for all mankind." 

Dr. Johnson, whose injustice to the memory of Milton 
has been so frequently noticed, nowhere betrays a more 
total want of sympathy with his character, than in his 
remarks on his religious liabits. " He did not associate 
himself," says the Doctor, " with any denomination of Pro- 
testants ; we know rather what he was not, than what he 
was. He was not of the Church of Kome j he was not of 
the Church of England. 

" To be of no church, is dangerous, llcligion, of which 
the rewards are distant, and which is animated only by 
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faith and hope, will glide by degrees out of the mind, 
unless it be invigorated and reimpressed by external 
ordinances, by stated calls to worship, and the salutary 
influence of example. Milton, who appears to have had 
full conviction of the truth of Christianity, and to have 
regai-ded the Holy Scriptures with the profoundest venera- 
tion, to have been untainted by any heretical peculiarity of 
opinion, and to have lived in a confinned belief of the 
immediate and occasional agency of Providence, yet 
gi-ew old without any visible worship. In the distribution 
of his hours, there was no hour of prayer, either solitary 
or with his household ; omitting public prayers, he omitted 
all." * 

Than these bold statements, nothing can be imagined 
more absurdly gratuitous. The assertion that Milton omit- 
ted periodical religious observances in his family, though 
not improbable, is altogether unauthorized ; while the asser> 
tion that he neglected the duty of prayer, is, even on John* 
son's showing of Milton's character, so inconsistent, and so 
utterly unfounded withal, as to be absolutely ridiculous. 

It can hardly be imagined that the consideration of what 
posterity might think of his religious character ever crossed 
the mind of Milton. Still we find in the work before us 
a passage throwing some light on this matter, which 
deserves consideration : — 

" * Although,' he says, * it is the duty of believers to join 
themselves, if possible, to a church duly constituted (Heb. 
V. 25), yet such as cannot do this conveniently, or with full 
satisfaction of conscience, are not to be considered as ex- 
cluded from the blessing bestowed by God on the chiu*ches,'t 
This is an important passage, Dr. Sumner says, < because 
it discloses Milton's real views upon a point on which his 
opinions have been represented in a more unfavourable light 
than they seem to have deserved.' Bishop Newton remarks, 
• Johnson's Lives of the Poets, vol. i. pp. 215, 216. 
t Idea Theologiffi, B. L ch. 29. 
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, that in the latter part of his life, Milton was not a profeflsed 
member of any particular sect of Christians, that he frequented 
no public worship, nor used any religious rite in his family. 
Whether so many different forms of worship as he had seen 
had made him indifferent to all forms; or whether he 
thought that all Christians had in some things corrupted 
the purity and simplicity of the Gospel; or whether he 
disliked their endless and uncharitable disputes, and that 
love of dominion and inclination to persecution, which he 
said was a piece of popery inseparable from all churches ; 
or whether he belieyed that a man might be a good Christ^ 
ian without joining in any communion ; or whether he did 
not look upon himself inspired, as wrapt up in God, and 
above all forms and ceremonies, it is not easy to determine: 
to his own Master he standeth or falleth : but if he was of 
any denomination, he was a sort of Quietist, and was full 
of the interior of religion, though he so little regarded the 
exterior.' It has been candidly and judiciously stated, in 
a note upon this passage, by Mr. Hawkins, to which Dr. 
Sumner refers, *that the reproach which "has been thrown 
upon Milton, of frequenting no place of public worship in 
his latter days, should be received, as Dr. Symmons 
observes, with some caution. His blindness and other in- 
firmities might be in part his excuse; and it is certain 
that his daily employments were always ushered in by 
devout meditation and study of the Scriptures.' This 
observation, too, may be strengthened by Milton's expressly 
admitting, in the present treatise, the duty of imiting in 
practice external and internal worship, (B. ii. ch. 4.) though 
he also says, that * with regard to the place of prayer, all 
are equally suitable,' as in his * Paradise Lost ' he makes a 
similar assertion (B. xi. 836)." 

It is not surprising that Milton's religious character 
should have been thus mLsimderstood, and especially by 
Johnson. That the latter was a devout man, need not be 
questioned; but his religion seems to have been made np» 
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in no small measure, of a gloomy and temperamental fear 
of God ; while liis theological views were singularly limited 
and crude. In the view of Milton, religion was an inti- 
mately and intensely personal thing : with Johnson it was 
corporative and national. Milton's religion was, except in 
its expansive tendencies, a solitary spirituality : Johnson's 
coarsely effloresced in material and obtrusive mechanism. 
In the realm of conscience, freedom was with Milton a 
sacred passion: subservience was with Johnson a stolid fate. 
No wonder that Milton was misimderstood, not only by 
Johnson, but by numerous biographers besides. It requires 
some sympathy with his sentiments, to enable us to per- 
ceive that his religion was the result of Divine grace, 
operating on a mind inspired with the highest order of 
genius, and endowed with the most elaborately cultivated 
taste. The former would lead him to eschew the coarse 
materialism of the then established churches ; and the latter 
would incline him to withdraw, though in a spirit of 
respectful and qiffectionate consideration, from a community 
whose unseemly management of church affairs resulted from 
the combination of very slender qualifications, with the 
most fervid religious zeal, and an intense and most natural 
hatred of spiritual tyranny. Such a character was too 
vast to be weighed in any balances available to a mind like 
Johnson's. He had nothing to draw with, and the well 
was deep. His ciiticisms remind us of the satire of Bishop 
Watson on the geologists of his day, whom he compares 
to a gnat on the back of an elephant, pronouncing on his 
interior anatomy from the appearances it observed upon his 
hide. 

To this I shall only add a single sentence, illustrative 
of Milton's views of ministerial qualifications. " Any be- 
liever," he says, "is competent to act as an ordinary 
minister, according as convenience may require ; provided 
only he be endowed with the necessary gifts j these gifts 
constituting his mission." 
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his intellect ; to his books, or his compositioh. At six, he 
admitted the visits of his Mends. He ordinarily took hiB 
supper at eight, and, having smoked a pipe, retired to rest 
at nine o'clock. The privacy of Milton's style of life in 
Bunhill Fields did not seclude him from the attentions of 
the learned and the noble. It is even said that curiosity 
led the two princes, Charles and James, to pay a Tisit to 
the aged bard. The story goes, that " the Duke of York 
expressed one day to the king, his brother, a great desire 
to see old !Milton, of whom he had heard so much. The 
king replied that he felt no objection to the duke's satisfy- 
ing his curiosity : and, accordingly, soon afterwards, James 
went privately to Milton's house, where, after an introduc- 
tion which explained to the old republican the rank of his 
guest, a free conversation ensued between these very dissi- 
milar and discordant characters. In the course, however, 
of the conversation, the duke asked Milton whether he did 
not regaid the loss of his eyesight as a judgment inflicted 
on him for what he had written against the late king. 
Milton's reply was to this eflfect : — * K your highness thinks 
that the calamities which befal us here are indications of 
the wrath of Heaven, in what manner are we to account 
for the fate of the king your father? The displeasure of 
Heaven must, upon this supposition, have been much 
greater against him than against me — for I have lost only 
my eyes, but he lost his head.' "* 

Kichardson also informs us that he might be seen sitting 
before his door, in a grey coat of coarse cloth, in worm, 
sultry weather, to enjoy the fresh air ; and so, as well as in 
his own room, receiving the visits of people of distinguished 
parts as well as quality : and his funeral, as Toland in- 
forms us, was attended "by all the author's great and 
learned friends in London, not without a friendly concourse 
of the vulgar." 

Such was Milton — a man than whom England never 

• Symmons* Life of Milton, pp. 377, 378. 
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produced another more worthy of her pride — a man raise 
by his endowments ahnost above the level and the lot < 
humanity — in whom a gei^us that resembled inspiratioi 
and attainments which migit have been thought too varioi 
and extensive for human Rapacity, were sanctified by tl 
grace of God, and devoted ip the freedom, the advancemei 
and the happiness of man. / " A man," says his fondest bi< 
grapher, " who, if he had /been delegated as the representi 
tive of his species to one ^f the superior worlds, would ha"* 
suggested a grand idea of the human race, as ©f beings affl" 
ent with moral and intellectual treasure, who were raisi 
and distinguished in the universe as the favourites and tl 
heirs of heaven." With the eloquent Macaulay, we do n< 
envy " the man who can study either the life or the writinj 
of the great poet and patriot, without aspiring to emula 
not, indeed, the sublime works with which his genius h 
enriched our literature, but the zeal with which he labour* 
for the public good — the fortitude with which he enduri 
every private calamity — the lofty disdain with which '. 
looked down on temptations and dangers — the deadly hatr 
which he bore to bigots and tyrants — and the faith whit 
he solemnly kept with his country and with his fame." 



THE END. 
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PEEFACE. 



In the Cqmus, V Allegro^ and II Penseroso, we hayej^qetrj 
of an older kind — older both in language and sentiment — 
than in the Paradise Lost of the same author. Between 
the production of the former poems and that of the latter, 
an interval of about thirty years, occupied with affairs of 
state and with political controversy, produced a great 
change in the spirit with which Milton had regarded 

Such sights as youthful poets dream 
On summer eves by haunted stream. 

To be acquainted, therefore, with the poetry of his earlier 
days, especially his Comus, L^ Allegro, and II Penseroso, is 
to possess a necessaiy means of duly estimating his poetical 
character. 

The First and Second Books of Milton's Paradise Lost 
having been already published with Notes for the use of 
teachers and students, it has seemed expedient to issue 
with the same design the best of his Minor Poems, both as 
containing a treasury of thought productive of the highest 
utility and enjoyment to the literary mind, and as being 
often included among the subjects prescribed to candidates 
for public examinations. 



Ti . PBEFACB. 

The present work will, it is hoped, be found to explain 
many dificulfles both of language and allusion occurring 
in these poems, and to promote an appreciation of many 
beauties that might escape notice in an ordinary perusaL 

Lo2fi>02v: Mareh 1864. 



REMARKS OF VARIOUS AUTHORS 

ON 
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COMUS, L'ALLEGRO, AND IL PENSEROSO 



* It was in the year 1634 that his Masque was presented at 
Ludlow Castle. There was formerly a President of Wales, 
and a sort of a court kept at Ludlow, which has since been 
abolished; and the president at that time was the Earl of 
Bridgewater, before whom Milton's Masque was presented on 
Michaelmas night ; and the principal parts, those of the two 
brothers, were performed by his Lordship's sons, the Lord 
Brackly and Mr. Thomas Egerton ; and that of the lady by 
his Lordship's daughter, the Lady Alice Egerton. The occa- 
sion of this poem seemeth to have been merely an accident of 
the two brothers and the lady having lost one another in their 
way to the castle, and it is written very much in imitation 
of Shakespeare's Tempest^ and the Faithful Shepherdess of 
Beaumont and Fletcher ; and though one of the first, is yet 
one of the most beautiful of Milton's compositions. It was 
for some time handed about only in manuscript, but after- 
wards, to satisfy the importunity of friends, and to save the 
trouble of transcribing it, it was printed at London, though 
without the author's name, in 1637, with a dedication to the 
Lord Brackly, by Mr. H. Lawes, who composed the music, 
and played the part of the attendant spirit.* — Newton's Life 
of Milton, 

* In 173d Comus was presented on the stage at Druiy Lane, 
with musical accompaniments by Dr. Ame, and the applica- 
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tion of additional songS; selected and adapted from VAUeg^'o, 
&c. ; and; although not calculated to shine in theatric exhibi- 
tions, for those very reasons which constitute its essential and 
specific merit, from this introduction to notice Comus grew 
popular as a poem. VAUegro and II Penseroso were -set to 
music bj Handel in 1741 ; and his expressive harmonies here 
received the honour which they have so seldom found, but 
which they so justly deserve, of being " married to immoiial 
versey ' — ^Warton's Preface to Milton^ » Minor Poems. 

' We must not read Comus with an eye to the stage, or with 
the expectation of dramatic propriety. Under this restriction, 
the absurdity of the Spirit speaking to an audience in a solitary 
forest at midnight, and the want of reciprocation in the dia- 
logue, are overlooked. Comus is a suite of speeches ; not inter- 
esting by discrimination of character ; not conveying a variety 
of incidents, nor gradually exciting curiosity : but perpetually 
attracting attention by sublime sentiment, by fEmciful imagery of 
the richest vein, by an exuberance of picturesque description, 
poetical allusion, and ornamental expression. While it widely 
departs from the grotesque anomalies of the mask now in 
fashion, it does not nearly approach to the natural constitution 
of a regular play. There is a chastity in the application and 
conduct of the machinery ; and Sabrina is introduced with 
much address, after the brothers had imprudently suiTered the 
enchantment of Comus to take effect. This is the first time 
the old English Mask was in some degree reduced to the prin- 
p.iples and form of rational composition; yet still it could 
not but retain some of its arbitraiy peculiarities. The poet 
had here properly no more to do with the pathos of tragedy 
than the character of comedy. Nor do I know that he was 
confined to the usual modes of theatrical interlocution. A 
great critic [Dr. Johnson] observes, that the dispute between 
the Ladj/ and Comus is the most animated and afiecting scene 
of the piece. Perhaps some other scenes, either consisting 
only of a soliloquy, or of three or four speeches only, have 
afforded more true pleasure. The same critic thinks that in 
all the moral dialogue, although the language is poetical, and 
the sentiments generous, something is still wanting to aUure 
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attention. But surely, in sucli passages, sentiments so generous, 
and language so poetical, are sufficient to rouse all our feelings. 
Fop this reason, I cannot admit his position that Comus is a 
drama ted^husly instructive. And if, as he says, to these ethical 
discussions the auditor listens, as to a lecture, without passion, 
without anxiety, yet he listens with elevation and delight. 
The action is said to be iniprohable, because the brothers, when 
then* sister sinks with fatigue in a pathless wilderness, wander 
both away together in search of berries, too far to find their 
way back, and leave a helpless lady to all the sadness and 
danger of solitude. But here is no desertion or neglect of the 
lady. The brothers leave their sister under a spijeading pine in 
the forest, fainting for refreshment ; they go to procure berries 
or some other fruit for her immediate relie5~"ffifid, with great 
probability, lose their way in going or returning : to say no- 
thing of the poet's art in making this very natural and simple 
accident to be productive of the distress which forms the 
future business and complication of the fable. It is certainly a 
fault, that the brothers, although with some indications of 
iinxiety, should enter with so much tranquillity when their 
sister is lost, and at leisure pronounce philosophical panegyricfl 
on the mysteries of virginity ; but we must not too scrupulously 
attend to the exigencies of situation, nor suffer ourselves to 
suppose that we are reading Skplay, which Milton did not mean 
to write. These splendid insertions will please, independently of 
the story, from which, however, they result j and their elegance 
and sublimity will overbalance their want of place. In a Greek 
tragedy, such sentimental harangues, arising from the subject, 
would have been given to a Chorus, On the whole, whether 
Comus be or be not deficient as a drama, whether it is consi- 
dered as an epic drama, a series of lines, a mask, or a poem, 
I am of opinion that our author is here only inferior to his 
own Paradise Lost.'' — Warton's Edition of MUtovCs Minor 
Poems, 

' The first published verses of Milton were an epitaph on 
the admirable dramatic poet, Shakespeare, commencing thus :— 

What needs my Shakespeare for his honour'd bones, 
The labour of an age in piled stones? 
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Or,' tliat his hallowed reliques should be hid 
Under a star-ypointing pyramid? 

< It is remarkable that; wliale our author was himself medi* 
tating " to build the lofty rhyme/* and frame a work more 
stately; and not less enduring^ than a '^ star- ypointing pyramid/' 
his minor productions, whereon he exercised and perfected his 
skill for that great undertaking, on materials the most precious 
and wrought into the most exquisite symmetry, he left strewn 
about, here and there, for chance publication, without so much , 
as giving his name, when he allowed them to escape into print. 
Even at the stage of prime manhood, when his miise; in her 
halcyon days, had brought forth Comus — 

That happy miracle of her rare birth — 

he abandoned it, as the ostrich trusts her young in the wil- 
derness, to be disclosed to the world by his friend Henry 
Lawes, who composed the accompanying music, when it was 
performed with lordly pomp at Ludlow Castle; the principal 
actors being three children of the noble family of John, Earl of 
Bridgewater, on whose misadventure, in a neighbouring wood, 
the romantic fable is founded. In point of fine fancy^ rich 
embellishment, diction of unsurpassable beauty, and high-toned 
moral sentiment, this masque may be pronounced the most 
perfect of Milton's compositions. But to be enjoyed, it must 
be read as a poem, for the sake of these excellences, and not 
as a drama representing anything probable or possible in human 
life, under any imaginable circumstances, even admitting the 
preternatural machinery which the poet has introduced to exalt 
a simple incident into tragic dignityJl For, were Comus and 
his crew, Sabrina and her nymphs, as real as the lady herselj^ 
•die elder and the younger brother, but especially the attend- f 
ant spirit, would not have discoursed so learnedly, nor acted so / 
dilatorily (though each may have felt all that each is made to-* 
express), in a crisis of such agonising suspense and imminent 
peril to the captured lady, after they knew her situation. 
With this drawback (if it be one except in reference to a 
stage exhibition) Coram may claim the eulogium which a 
critic of the purest taste, the late Dr. Aikin, has passed upon 
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it. He says: "The poem possesses great beauty of versifica- 
tioii; varying from the gayest Anacreontics to the most ma- 
jestic and sonorous heroics. On the whole^ if an example were 
required of a work made up of the very essence of poetry; 
perhaps none of equal length, in any language, could be pro- 
duced answering this character in so high a degree as the 
Masque of Comm,"^ It may be added that here Milton first 
tried his hand in blank verse, and proved himself master of 
the whole diapason of rythmical tones and cadences, through 
all their implications.' — James Moihigombet's Memoir of 
MiUon, 

' In none of the works of Milton is his peculiar manner 
more happily displayed than in the Allegro and the Penseroso, 
It is impossible to conceive that the mechanism of language 
can be brought to a more exquisite degree of perfection. These 
poems differ from others, as atar of roses differs from ordinary 
rose water, the close packed essence from the thin diluted 
mixture. They are, indeed, not so much poems as collections 
of hints, from each of which the reader is to make out a poem 
for .himself. Every epithet is a text for a stanza. 

' The Comus and the Samson Agonistes are works which, 
though of very different merit, offer some marked points of 
resemblance. Both are lyric poems in the form of plays. 
There ai*e, perhaps, no two kinds of composition so essentially 
dissimilar as the drama and the ode. The business of the drai- 
matist is to keep himself out of sight^ and to let nothing 
appear but his characters. As soon as he attracts notice to his 
personal feelings, the illusion is broken ; the effect is as un- 
pleasant as that which is produced on the stage by the voice 
of the prompter or the entrance of a scene-shifter. 

' But this species of egotism, though fatal to the drama^ is 
the inspiration of the ode. It is the part of the lyric poet to 
abandon himself without reserve to his own emotions. 

'Between these hostile elements many great men have en- 
deavoured to effect an amal^gamation, but never with complete 
success. 

' The Comus is framed on the model of the Italian Masque, 
as the Samson is framed on tho-TUodel of the Greek Tragedy. 
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It is certainly the noblest performance of the kind whicli 
exists in any langpuage. It is as far superior to the Faithful 
Shepherdess as the Faithful Shepherdess is to the Aminta, or the 
Amtnta to the Pastor Fido, It was well for Milton that he 
had here no Euripides to mislead him. He understood and 
loved the literature of modem Italy ; but he did not feel for 
it the same veneration which he entertained for the remains 
of Athenian and Roman poetry, consecrated by so many lofty 
and endearing recollections. The faults, moreover, of his 
Italian predecessors were of a kind to which his mind had a 
deadly antipathy. He could stoop to a plain style, sometimes 
even to a bald style ; but false brilliancy was his utter aver- 
sion. His muse had no objection to a russet attire; bat she 
turned with disgust from the finery of Guarini, as tawdry and 
as paltry as the rags of a chinmey-sweeper on May-day. What- 
ever ornaments she wears are of massive gold, not only dazzling 
to the sight, but capable of standing the severest test of the 
crucible. 

' Milton attended, in the Comus, to the distinction which he 
afterwards neglected in the Samson, He made his Masque 
what it ought to be, essentially l}Tical, and dramatic only in 
semblance. He has not attempted a fruitless struggle agidnst 
a defect inherent in the nature of that species of composition ; 
and he has therefore succeeded, wherever success was not im- 
possible. The speeches must be read as majestic soliloquies; 
and he who so reads them will be enraptured with their elo- 
quence, their sublimif^, and their music. The interruptions of 
the dialogue, however, impose a constraint upon the writer, and 
break the illusion of the reader. The finest passages axe those 
which are lyric in form as well as in spirit. 

' " I should much commend," says the excellent Sir Henry 
Wotton, in a letter to Milton, " the tragical part, if the lyrical 
did not ravish me with a certain Dorique delicacy in your songs 
and odes, whereunto I must plainly confess to you I have seen 
yet nothing parallel in our language.'* The criticism was just. 
It is when Milton escapes from the shackles of the dialogue, 
when he is discharged from the labour of imiting two incon- 
gruous styles, when he is at liberty to indulge his choral rap- 
tures without reserve, that he rises even above himself. Then, 
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like his own good Genius bursting from the earthly form and 
weeds of Thyrsis/ he stands forth in celestial freedom and 
beauty ; he seems to cry exultingly — 

Kow my task is smoothly done, 
I can fly or I can run.* 

Macaulay's Critique on Milton. 

' Camus was suiEcient to conyince any one of taste and feel- 
ing that a great poet had arisen in England, and one partly 
formed in a different school from his contemporaries. Many of 
them had produced highly beautiful and imaginative passages ; 
but none had evinced so classical a judgment, none had aspired 
to so regular a perfection. Jonson had learned much from the 
ancients ; but there was a grace in their best models which he , 
did not quite attain. Neither his Sad Shepherd nor the Faithful v^ 
Shepherdess of Fletcher has the elegance or dignity of Comus. ^ 
A noble virgin and her young brothers, by whom the Masque 
was originally represented, required an elevation, a purity, a 
sort of severity of sentiment, which no one in that age could 
have given but Milton. He avoided, and nothing loth, the 
more festive notes which dramatic poetry was wont to mingle 
with its serious strain. But for this he compensated by tiie 
brightest hues of fancy, and the sweetest melody of song. In 
Comus we find nothing prosaic or feeble, no false taste in the 
incidents, and not much in the language, nothing over which 
we should desire to pass on a second perusal. The want of 
what we may call personality, none of the characters having 
names except Comus himself, who is a very indefinite being, 
and the absence of all positive attributes of time and place, 
enhance the ideality of the fiction by a certain indistinctness 
not unpleasing to the imagination.^-^ Hat.t.ak^s Idierature of 
Europe, 

' Of the two pieces, VAUegro and B Penseroso, I believe opinion 
is uniform ; every man that reads them, reads them vdth pleasure. 
The author's design is not, what Theobald has remarked, merely 
to show how objects derive their colours from the nund, by 
representing the operation of the same things upon the gay 
and the melancholy temper, or upon the same man as ha i3 
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differently disposed; but rather how, among the successiTe 
variety of appearances, every dispositicm of mind takes hold on 
those by which it may be gratified. 

' The cheerful man hears the lark in the morning ; the pensive 
man hears the nightingale in the evening. The cheerftd man 
sees the cock strut; and hears the horn and hounds echo in the 
wood ; then walks not unseen to observe the glory of the rising 
sun, or listen to the singing milk-maid, and view the labours of 
the ploughman and the mower ; then casts his eyes about him 
over scenes of smiling plenty, and looks up to the distant towefi 
the residence of some fair inhabitant; thus he pursues leal 
gaiety through a day of labour or of play, and delights himself 
at night with the fanciful narratives of superstitious ignorance. 

' The pensive man, at one time, walks unseen to muse at mid* 
night ; and at another hears the sullen curfew. K the weather 
drives him home, he sits in a room lighted only by glowing 
embers ; or by a lonely lamp outwatches the North Star, to dis- 
cover the habitation of separate souls; and varies the shades of 
meditation, by contemplating the magnificent or pathetic scenes 
of tragic and epic poetry. When the morning comes, a morning 
gloomy with rain and wind, he walks into the dark trackless 
woods, falls asleep by some murmuring water, and with melan- 
choly enthusiasm expects some dream of prognosticationj or 
some music played by aerial performers. 

' Both Mirth and Melancholy are solitary, silent inhabitaatB 
of the breast, that neither receive nor transmit communicatioii; 
no mention is therefore made of a philosophical friend, or a 
pleasant companion. The seriousness does not arise from any 
participation of calamity, nor the gaiety from the pleasures of 
the bottle. 

' The man of cheerfidnessy having exhausted the country^ tries 
what towered cities will afford, and mingles with scenes of 
splendour, gay assemblies, and nuptial festivities ; but he 
mingles a mere spectator, as, when the learned comedies of 
Jonson, or the wild dramas of Shakespeare are exhibited^ he 
attends the theatre. 

f The pensive man never loses himself in crowds, but walks the 
ploister, or frequents the cathedral. Milton probably had not 
yet forsaken the church. 
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^Both Ills characters delight in music ; but lie seems to think 
that cheerful notes would have obtained from Pluto a complete 
dismission of Eurydice, of -whom solemn sounds procured only a 
conditional release. 

' For the old age of Cheerfulness he makes no provision ; but 
Melancholy he conducts with great dignity to the close of life. 
His Cheerfulness is without levity^ and his Pensiveness without 
asperity. 

' Through these two poems the images are properly selected 
and nicely distinguished ; but the colours of the diction seem 
not sufficiently discriminated. I know not whether the cha- 
racters are kept sufficiently apart. No mirth can, indeed, be 
found in his melancholy ; but I am afraid that I always meet 
some melancholy in his mirth. They are two noble efforts of 
imagination. 

' The greatest of his juvenile performances is the Mask of 
ComuSj in which may very plainly be discovered the dawn or 
twilight of Paradise Lost. MUton appears to have formed very 
early that system of diction, and mode of verse, which his raa- 
turer judgment approved, and from which he never endeavom'ed 
nor desired to deviate. 

' Nor does Comus afford only a specimen of his language ; it 
exhibits likewise his power of description and his vigour of 
sentiment, employed in the praise and defence of virtue. A 
work more truly poetical is rarely found } allusions, images, 
and descriptive epithets, embellish almost every period with 
lavish decoration. As a series of lines, therefore, it may be 
considered as worthy of all the admiration with which the ''. 
votaries have received it. ^^ 

'As a drama it is deficient. The action is not probable. A 
masque, in those parts where supernatural intervention is 
admitted, must indeed be given up to all the freaks of imagina- k 
tion ; but, so far as the action is merely human, it ought to be ' 
reasonable, which can hardly be said of the conduct of the 
two brothers, who, when their sister sinks with fatigue in a 
pathless wilderness, wander both away together in search of 
berries too far to find their way back, and leave a helpless 
lady to all the sadness and danger of solitude. Thisj how? 
ever, is a defect overbalanced by its convenience. 
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* What deserves more reprehension is^ that the prologue spoken 
in the wild wood by the attendant Spirit is addressed to the au- 
dience ; a mode of commitnication so contrary to the nature ol 
dramatic representation, that no precedents can support it. 

' The discourse of the Spirit is too long ; an objection that 
may be made to almost all the following speeches ; they have 
not the sprightliness of a dialogue animated by reciprocal con- 
tention, but seem rather declamations deliberately composed, 
and formally repeated, on a moral question. The auditor, there- 
fore, listens as to ft lecture, without passion, without anxiety. 

' The song of Comus has airiness and jollity ; but, what may 
recommend Milton's morals as well as his poetry, the invita- 
tions to pleasure are so general, that they excite no distinct 
images of corrupt enjoyment, and take no dengerous hold on 
the fancy. 

'The following soliloquies of Comus and the Lady are elegant, 
but tedious. The song must owe much to the voice, if It ever 
con delight. At last the Brothers enter, with too much tran- 
quillity ; and when they have feared lest their sister should be 
in danger, and hoped that she is not in danger, the elder makes 
a speech in praise of chastity, and the younger finds how fine 
it is to be a philosopher. 

' Then descends the spirit in form of a shepherd ; and the 
brother, instead of being in haste to ask his help, praises his 
singing, and enquires his business in that place. It is remark- 
able that at this interview the brother is taken- with a short 
fit of rhyming. The Spirit relates that the lady is in the power 
of Comus ; the Brother moralises again ; and the Spirit makes 
a long narration, of no use because it is false, and therefore 
imsuitable to a good Being. 

' In all these parts the language is poetical, and the senti* 
ments are generous, but there is something wanted to allure 
attention. 

'The dispute between the Lady and Comus is the most ani- 
mated and affecting scene of the drama, and wants nothing but 
a brisker reciprocation of objections and replies to invite atten- 
tion and detain it. 

' The songs are vigorous, and full of imagery 5 but they are 
harsh in their diction^ and not very musical in their numbers. 
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' Throughout the whole, the figures are too bold, and the 
language too luxuriant for dialogue. It is a drama in the 
epic style, inelegantly splendid, and tediously instructive.' 

Db. Josnbon^s lAfe of MiUon, 

* If Dr. Johnson's prejudices have not led him in general to 
imdervalue the poetry of Milton, his particular criticisms seem, 
however, in some instances, to expose him to the charge of 
that defective sensibility to poetic beauty which is too apparent 
in the whole course of his present labours. Nothing is indeed 
proved by setting one man's taste in oppodtion to another's ; 
yet when Johnson says : ' Surely no man could have fancied 
that he read Lycidca with pleasure, had he not known the 
author,' while Dr. Warton has represented a relish for the same 
performance as a test of true taste in poetry, we cannot but 
suspect a strange bluntness or perversion in the feelings of the 
one, even admitting somewhat of enthusiasm and learned pre- 
judice in the other. Johnson, it is true, supports his censure of 
the piece by those arguments of plain sense which are pretty 
obvious, and against which it is often difficult for a work of 
imagination to stand ; and had the purpose been to have shown 
how true genius might be misled by bad models and pedantry, 
the lesson would have been valuable *, but that such defects 
should annihilate all pleasure in the perusal of a work abound- 
ing in strokes of high poetry, could only happen in a mind 
shut against those appeals to the fancy, and those elegant asso- 
ciations which are ti[ie very essence of the poet's art. 

' The coldness and disparagement with which he speaks of 
Comu8, appears to me a still stronger proof of this mental cal- 
lousness, perhaps the disease of his old age. He has, indeed, 
given it general commendation ; but had he feU its charms, 
could he have nicely weighed it by dramatic rules, complained 
of the length of its noblest passages, and employed a vulgar 
banter to ridicule its sentiments ana incidents P ''The elder 
Brother makes a speech in praise of chastity, and the younger 
finds how fine it is to be a philosopher." Is this the way in 
which a true critic would speak of lines glowing with digni- 
fied and virtuous feelings, and animated with the pure spirit of 
poetry P It will be admitted that Comm is not adapted to a 

• a 
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public theatre. It was not written for such, but for the hall 
of a nobleman, in the purpose of inspiring elevated sentiments 
into the breasts of the actors and audience ; and what piece 
was ever calculated to effect this in a more exalted degree P 
Who ever, except Johnson, thought it " inelegantly splendid, 
and tediously instructive P '' ' — ^Db. Aikin's Hemarks on John" 
son's Life of Milton. 

* L' Allegro and II Penseroso may be called the two first de- 
scriptive poems in the English language. It is perhaps true, 
that the characters are not sufficiently kept apart. But this 
circumstance has been productive of greater excellences. It 
has been remarked, ''No mirth indeed can be found in his 
melancholy ; but I am afraid I always meet some melancholy 
in his mirth." Milton's is the dignity of mirth ; his cheerfulness 
is the cheerfulness of gravity. The objects he selects in his 
L^ Allegro are so far gay as they do not naturally excite sadness. 
Laughter and jollity are named only as personificationfl^ and 
never exemplified. Quips and cranks, and wanton wiles, are 
enumerated only in general terms. There is specifically no 
mirth in contemplating a fine landscape. And even his land- 
scape, although it has flowery meads and flocks, wears a shade 
of pensiveneRs, and contains russet lawns, fallows grey, and 
barren mountains overhung with labouring clouds. Its old 
turreted mansions peeping from the trees, awakens only a train 
of solenm and romantic, perhaps melancholy, reflection. Many 
a pensive man listens with delight to the milkmaid singing 
blithe, to the mower whetting his scythe, and to a distant 
peal of village bells. He chose such illustrations as minister 
matter for true poetry and genuine description. Even his most 
brilliant imagery is mellowed with the sober hues of philoso- 
phical meditation. It was impossible for t^ie author of II 
Penseroso to be more cheerful, or to paint mirth with levity ; 
that is, otherwise than in the colours of the higher poetry. 
Both poems are the result of the same feelings, and the same 
habits of thought. 

' Dr, Johnson has remarked that in V Allegro, " no part of the 
gaiety is made to arise from the pleasure of the bottie." The 
taruth is, that Milton means to describe the cheerfulness of the. 
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philosopher or the student^ the amusements of a contemplatiye 
mind. And on this principle he seems unwilling to allow that 
mirth is the offspring of Bacchus and Venus, deities who preside 
over sensual gratifications, but rather adopts the fiction of 
those more serious and sapient fablers who suppose that her 
proper parents are Zephyr and Aurora ; intimating, that her 
cheerful enjoyments are those of the temperate and innocent 
kind, of early hours and rural pleasures. That critic does not 
appear to have entered into the spirit, or to have comprehended 
the meaning of our author's Allegro,'' — ^Wabton's JSltftSftow of 
MUton^a Minor Poems, 

[Milton, bom in London in 1608 ; died there in 1674. On leaving 
Cambridge in 1632, he went to live at his father's estate at Horton 
near Colubrooke, Bucks, a Httle to the east of Windsor. He resided 
at Horton five years ; and in 1637 visited France and Italy. From 
1638 tiU the restoration of Charles II. in 1660, he was occupied in 
political controversy, or in the official duties of Latin Secretary to 
Cromwell. It wm during the five years of his literary retirement 
at Horton that Milton wrote the Arcades (1634); Coniua (1634); 
LyddcLb {l^Zl)\ 2jAJj Allegro and IlPenseroso, The precise date 
of the composition of these last two is uncertain ; but the subject of 
them seems to have been suggested to Milton by a poem prefixed to 
the first edition of Burton's Anatomy of Melancholy, some of the 
lines of which we here subjoin from Feck's quotation of the poem in 
his Memoirs of Milton, along with a song from Fletcher's comedy 
of Nice Valour, which the reader will at once perceive to have 
been present to the mind of the writer of II Pemeroao. — ^EnrroB.] 

Hence aU jon Tain delights, 
At short as are the nights 
Wherein ye spend your folly: 
There *s nought in this lin sweet, 
If man were wise to see *t, 
But only Melancholy: 
O sweetest Melancholy! 
Welcome arms folded and fixed eyee* 
A sigh that, piercing, mortifies, 
A IooIe that's fastened to the ground, 
A tongue chained up without a sound i 
Fountain heads, and pathless groves. 
Places which pale passion loves 
MoonUght wallis, when all the fowls 
Are warmly housed, save bats and owlii 
A midnight bell, a parting groan — 
These are the sounds we feed upont 
Then stretch our bones in a still gloomy 

valley — 
Nothing 's so dainty sweet as lovely Melan^ 
choljr. 

FLKronuu 



'When I go musing all alone. 
And think of diverse things forelcnown ; 
When I build castles in the air, 
And void of sorrow, void of fear. 
Still please myself with fancies sweet, 
Methinks the time runs very fleet; 
All my joys to this are folly; 
Nought no gay as Melancholy. 
When to myself I act and smile, 
With pleasing thoughts the time l)eguile, 
By a brook side or wood so green, 
IJnheard, unsought for, and unseen* 
Methinks I hear, methinks I see. 
Soft music, and sweet melody. 
Towns, palaces, and cities fine. 
Where beauties, and fair ladies shine; 
All other joys to this are folly; 
Nought so blest as Melancholy. 
3(ethinks I hear, methinks I see. 
Ghosts, goblins, fiends: my phantasy 
Fre-ents a thousand ugly shapes; 
Each dole All cry, each fearfbl idght. 
Duth still my troubled soul aflUgnt t 
All other griefs to this are Jollyi 
Nought 10 ourit m Melancholy. 

BCBTOV. 



COMUS, 

A MASK, 

Frssentbd at Lxtdlow Castlb, 1634, befobb John Eabi or 
Bbidgswatbb, then Fbbsident of Walbs. 
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THE PERSONS. 

The ATTEKDAjn? Sfibit, afterward in the habit of Tarssra 

CoMTS, with his Crew, 

Thb Lady. 

FmsT Bbotheb. 

Second Bbotheb. 

Sabbika, the Nymph» 

The chief persons who presented, were 

The Lobd Bbacxlet. 

Mb. Thomas Egfebton, his brother. 

The Lady Alice Egebton. 
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The first Scene discovers a wild Wood, 

The Attendant Spieit descends or enters. 

Before tlie starry threshold of Jove's court 

My mansion is, where those immortal shapes 

Of bright aerial spirits live insphered 

In regions mild of calm and serene air, 

Above the smoke and stir of this dim spot, 6 

Which men call earth ; and, with low-thoughted care 

Confined and pestered in this pinfold here. 

Strive to keep up a frail and feverish being, 

Unmindfiil of the crown that virtue gives, 

After this mortal change, to her true servants, j^ 10 



3. InspTiered.'] "Within their seem consistent with the charac- 

assigned sphere. The portions ter of the speaker. Milton had 

of space occupied by departed originally written — 

souls were called spheres. Strive to keep up % frail and feverish 

7. Pestered in this pinfold.] ^^^^tlu,„rUten date <^mofpi change. 

The word pestered Onginally Uiimiudfulofthecrown that virtue gives, 

means crowded, obstructed. ItaL After am morud dia^, ' ' ' , 

pesta Br crowd. but he blotted out the second line 

_ -' ^ ^,, without altering the reference to 

Tour coach whose rude postilion •. . .i n /? tit _a 

Mu8ti>e«terevery narrow lane. it in tne lOUrtil. Warton, COm- 

„ „ ,. Shirley's ZadwQ/-pfea«ure,L menting on another passage in 

So all unhoused Bouls do imther creep, -rjtij. /-iin^ z^ 

Nor are theypestered for want of room. Mllton, SayS, * Wuen a poet COr- 

Sandys' Ovid, iv. 441. pgcts, he is apt to forget and 

A pinfold is a pen or pound for destroy his original train of 

cattle. thought.' We must, perhaps, 

10. After this mortal change.] allow the words, as they stand, ,y 

The demonstrative meaning im- to mean— aft er this state of mor taJl '., ;V 

plied in the word this does not (^yyjge. . J^'*"'^ 

b2 '.:•'■ 
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Amongst the enthroned gods on sainted seats. ,^ .^^w^ J 
Yet some there be that, by due steps, aspire •/ "^^^ ^jl ? [ 
To lay their just hands on that golden key r/ /^ v.^^ ^* 
That opes the palace of eternity : j^\ "^^ v 

To such my errand is ; and, but for such, v^ w> 1$ 

I would not soil these pure ambrosial weeds cX^ v;* 
With the rank vapours of this sin- worn mould. ^^' A*' 

But to my task. Neptune, besides the sway ' * 
Of every salt flood and each ebbing stream, 
Took in by lot 'twixt high and nether Jove 20 

Imperial rule of all the sea-girt isles, 
That, like to rich and various gems, inlay 
The nnadomed bosom of the deep: 
Which he, to grace his tributary gods, 



16. Bui for such.] The ad- Pluto was called Stygiaij Jove 

verbial phrase for such, and the ('sacra Jovi Stygio pepficere/ 

adyerb not, m the following line, Virg. ^n, iv. 638), because he 

are connected by the conjunction was the chief divinity in the 

but, and both modify the verb lower world, as Jupiter waa in 

soil. The construction is, I would the upper, 

pot but for such SQil these 22. Like to rich and wiriow 

pure, &c. ; and, in analysis, the gems.] This comparison of the 

whole phrase not but for such sea-girt isles to gems is probably 

may be treated as an adverbial derived from Shakspeare having 

adjunct to soU, called England ^ ' precious stone 

16. Atnhrosial weeds.'] The set in the silver sea' (i?fcJk. 22^ 
word weedSf which was used to ii. 1). The adjective likef which 
denote garments generally, is still hepe qualifies isles, is now seldom 
applieato the mourning attire of followed by the preposition to, 
the widow. Ambrosia signified when that word is necessary to 
the food of the gods, and also an complete the constructipn. Com'* 
unguent said to be used by them, pare I, 67. 

and to be of immortalizing virtue. 23. Unadorned.'] Naked ; not 

/See lines 640-1. adorned as the l^nd. 

17. 8in-worn mould.] Sin-cor- 24. To grace, ^c] The infini- 
rupted earth. tive thus used makes an adverbial 

20. Took in by lot!] On the clause = that he may giaoe, &c. 

dethronement of Saturn, his three In the next line but one an in- 

sons, Jupiter, Neptune and Pluto, finitive phrase is used adjectively 

shared the empire of the universe, describing the noun leave. 
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By course commits to several government, 25 

And gives them leave to wear their sapphire crowns, 

And wield their little tridents : But this isle, 

The greatest and the best of all the main, 

He quarters to his blue-haired deities ; 

And all this tract th^^^onts the falling sun ^ 30 

A noble peer ofnjiclde trust and power 

Has in his charge, with tempered awe to guide 

An old and haughty nation, proud in arms : 

Where his fair offspring, nursed in princely lore. 

Are coming to attend their father's state, 35 

And new-intrusted sceptre : but their way 

Lies through the perplexed paths of this drear wood, 

The nodding horror of whose shady brows 

Threats the forlorn and wandering passenger ; 

And here their tender age might suffer peril, 40 

But that by quick command from sovereign Jove 

I was despatched for their defence and guard : 

And listen why ; for I will tell you now 



25. By course,] In regular dis- May 1633. The Lady Alice 

tribution commits to divided Egerton was only about 13 years 

government ; to each his own of age, and the elder of her 

distinct government. brothers about 12, when they 

29. He qitarterSf ^c] He ap- performed in the mask at Ludlow 
portions to such water-nymphs as Castle. 

the Nereides. 38. Horror.^ Shagginess. See 

30. All this tract, ^c] The Note on /. 429. 

tract fronting the falling sun, or 41. But that, ^c] We have 

west (sol occideus), is Wales, of here the noun dause that I was 

which the Earl of Bridgewater was despatched, ffc, forming an object 

appointed Lord President. His to the preposition but; and the 

family residence was Ashridge 41st and 42nd lines constitute an 

House, a few miles from Tring. adverbial clause to suffer, 

35. Their father's state.] The 43. Wht/.] That is, why I was 

ceremony of his being instated despatched, &c., a noun clause 

at Ludlow Castle, his official objective. The direct object of 

residence. This is retrospective ; the verb tell is the whole of the 

as he was appointed to the Presi- two succeeding lines, 
dency of Wsdes by Charles L, in -' 
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What never yet was heard in tale or song^ 

From old or modem bard, in hall or "bowfir— -/ 45 

Bacchus, that first firom out the purple grape 
Crushed the sweet poison of misused wine, 
After the Tuscan mariners transformed, 
Coasting the Tyrrhene shore, as the winds listed, 
On Circe's island fell : (Who knows not Circe, 60 

The daughter of the Sun, whose charmed cup 
Whoever tasted lost his upright shape, 
And downward fell into a grovelling swine ? ) 
This nymph, that gazed upon his clustering locks 
With ivy berries wreathed, and his blithe youth, 66 

Had by him, ere he parted thence, a son 
Much like his father, but his mother more. 



45. In hall or bower.'] In ban- 49. The Tyrrhene shoreA The 
quet room or private apartment. Tuscan shore, or shore of Mmria. 
So, in Spenser's Faerie Qy^^ne, See what Ovid says of Glaucns, 
VI. ix. 32, * And this your cabin * Tyrrhena per sequora lapsus,' 
[shall be] both my bower and &c. {Met xiv. 8). 

hall.* And in Chaucer's Nun 50. Circe^s island.l The small 

P'riesfa Tale, island -Slsea, afterwards, by union 

Full 8oot7 was her bower and eke her with the mainland, forming the 

^'*^' promontory of Cireeii. Circe waa 

46. From out] That is, out the daugliter of Apollo, her 
^ram ; out being an adverb, mother being one of the Ocean- 
Comp. ^from off the waters,' I. ides, named Perse. 

^*'^* Proxima Circaie radnntur litora terra. 

Let them /rom forih a taw-pit rush at Dives inaccessos ubi SolU Alia Ivooa 

once. Auidue resonat cantu ... 
Shakspeare's Merry Wivu, iv. 4. • 

48 After the Tuscan Tiiariners ^^ *^^* ^^ ^^^^* ^ ^ ^^* 

40. jajier ine luscan TJianncrs ^^nrp HnrapA FW*/ T ii O^ 

tranaforraed,] That is, being pare -Horace, ii-pz^M. u. 2d. 

transformed. The poet here imi- sirenum voces et Circ» pocuia nd«t!, 

. , -c t.' t. L' Qivua si ' cum sociis itultu* enpldQiQtie 

tates a iiatin construction ; comp. bibisset. 

Horace, Od. I. iii. 29, 'Post ignom Sub domlna meretrice fuiaset turpia et 

subductum;' so in Tar. Lost^ i. Vixisset canis immundns, rel amica luto 
673, * Never since created man ■"'• 

met such embodied force.' The 62. Whoever tasted whose 

god Bacchus punished the Tuscan charmed cup, is a noun sentence, 

pirates by transforming them into nominative to lost, and also part 

sea-monsters. The story is told of an adjective sentence describ- 

in Ovid, Met iii. 660. ing Circe, 



CDHCa. 

Whom therefore she brought up, and Couma named : 
Who, ripe and frolic of hie fiill-growa stge, ■ 
Roving the Celtic and Iberian fields, 

At last betakes him to this ominous wood j 
And, in thick shelter of black shades imbowered, 
Excels his mother at her mighty art, 
Offering to every weary traveller 
His orient liquor in a crystal glass. 
To quench the drouth of Phccbua; which as they fc 
(For most do taste, through fond intemperate tliiiet),\ 
Soon aa the potion works, their hiii 
' The express resemblance of the^ds, ia changed,^ '^Tl 
Into Bome brutish form of wolf, or bear. 
Or ounce, or tiger, hog, or bearded goat, 
All other parts remiuning as they weri — 
And they, bo perfect is their misery, 
Not once perceive their ftiul disfigurei 
But boast themselves more comely than befor^ ■' j 
And all their iriends and native home forgM^ 
To roll with pleasure in a sensual aty. 
Therefore, when any favoured of high Jove 
Chances to pass through this adventurous glade. 
Swift as the sparkle of a glancing star 




69. Frolic of his full-grovm 
<ige.'\ BuojiaDt, full of the spirit 
y>f opening manhood, which 
prompted him to rove tjie Celtic 
and Iberian fields, i.e. through 
France and Spain. See Note lo I. 
1U23. 

66. Orierttl Bright. This 

word, derived from the Latin 

iing, has alluaion 



», then 






74. Not once perceive, ^.] 
was otherwiae with Ciroe'fl Tic- 
tims. who, according to Homer, 
Odyas. I. 241, knev and deplored 
their degradation. 



77. To roJ^ ^e.l AdvarWal nso 
of the infinitive. A« Note on ^. 24. 

79. Adveiiturota.'\ Hazardons, 

80. Glancing star.] Shooting 
star. So in Far. Lost, iv. 655, 
Uriel is aaid to glide thniDgh the 
even ' swift as a shooting star in 
autumn thwarts the night' To 
glance is to dart obliquely. Comp. 
Spenser, F. Q. VI., rii. 7. 



*«-. a.C^ Ut-tL^ M^<i*ii. «*^ U^f*^ . f.rfWL 



8 COMUS. 

I shoot from heaven to give him safe convoyi 

As now I do : But first I must put off 

These my sky-robes, spun out of Iris' woof, 

And take the weeds and likeness of a swain 

That to the service of this house belongs, 85 

Who with his soil pipe, and smooth-dittied song. 

Well knows to still the wild winds when they roar, 

And hush the waving woods ; nor of less £dth, 

And in this office of his mountain watch 

Likeliest, and nearest to the present aid 90 

Of this occasion. But I hear the tread 

Of hateful steps ; I must Ik viewless now^ 



CoMus enters withacharming'rod in one hand^ his glass in the other; 
with him a rotU of mcynsters, headed Uke sundry sorts of wild beetsts, 
but otherwise like men and women, their apparel glistering ; they 
come in making a riotous and unruly noise, with torches in their 
hands* 

Comus. The star that bids the shepherd fold 
Now the top of heaven doth hold ; 

And the gilded car of day 95 

His glowing axle doth allay 
In the steep Atlantic stream ; y- 
And the slope sun his upward beam 



83. Spun out of Iris* woof] 93. The star that bids, ^c.'\ 

Spun from material which Iris, The evening star. So Shakspeare^ 

the goddess of the rainbow, had {Meas.for Meas, iv. 3) says of the 

dyed. So in Far, Lost, xi. 244, morning star — 'Loo^ the wn^ 

'Iris had dipt t^e woof. folding star calls ^ up the shep- 

86. Smooth'dittied.] Smoothly herd.' 

worded or adapted to words. 97. The steep Atlantic stream.] 

Ital. dettif words. The word stream here simply 

88. Nor of less faith, ^c] And me&ns flood. So, Par, I/ost, i. 

who is no less faithful ; ana from 202, ' the ocean stream ; ' and 

his business being to keep watch Shakspeare, Merch, of Venice, i. 

over the flocks upon the hills, may 1, speaks of the wreck of a ship 

be supposed most likely to be out scattering 'aU her spices on the 

at this time, and nearest for the stream.' 
immediate aid required. 



COMUS. 9 

Shoots against the dusky pole. 

Pacing toward the other goal 100 

Of his chamber in the east. 

Meanwhile, welcome joy and feast. 

Midnight shout and revelry 

Tipsy dance and jollity. 

Braid your locks with rosy twine, 105 

Dropping odours, dropping wine. 

Rigour now is gone to bed, 

And Advice with scrupulous head, 

Strict Age, and sour Severity, 

With their grave saws, in slumber lie. 1 10 

We, that are of purer fire, 

Imitate the starry quire. 

Who, in their nightly watchful spheres, 

Lead in swifl round the months and years. 

The sounds and seas, with all their finny drove, 115 

Now to the moon in wavering morrice move ; 

And on the tawny sands and shelves 

Trip the pert fairies and the dapper elves. 

By dimpled brook and fountain-brim. 

The wood-nymphs, decked with daisies trim, 120 



101. His chamber in the east. "] dancing. *Splendettrenmlo 8ub 

Psalm XLX. 5, *The sun as a lumine pontus.* Virg. Mn, vii. 

bridegroom cometh out of his 9. The morris dance, i. e. the 

chamber.' Morisco op Moorish dance, said 

112. The starry quire.'\ So to have been introduced into Ens- 
ealled because of the supposed land, in the reign of Edward III., 
* music of thejspheres.' In line by John of Gaunt on his return 
1021 we have * higher than the from Spain, is probably of later 
sphery chime.* introduction. The hobby-horse, so 

113. Nightly watchful.'] Sleep- often referred to by the old dra- 
less during night. See the Note matists, was long one of the chief 
on /. 84 of E Penseroso, characters in this festive dance. 

116. In wavering morrice move.] 119. Fountain brim. ] Foimtain 

Quiver in the moonlight as if edge or border. 

I 



1 GOMUS. 

Their merry wakes and pastimes keep ; 
What hath night to do with sleep ? 
Night hath better sweets to prove, 
Venus now wakes, and wakens Love. / 
Come, let us our rights begin ; ^Htltjc.^ 13S 

'Tis only day-light that makes sin, : , , « . 
Which these dun shades will ne'er report. \ 
Hail ! goddess of nocturnal sport. 
Dark-veiled Coty tto,' to wnom the secret flame 
Of midnight torches bums ; mysterious dame, 130 

, That ne'er art called but when the dragon womb 
Of Styg ian darkness spets her thickest gloom, 
And makes one blot of all the, sdr: 
Stay thy cloudy ebon chair, ^ 

Wherein thou ridest with Hecate, and befriend 135 

Us thy vowed priests, till utmost end 



122. What hath night to <?o.] Night is supposed to pass over the 

The infinitive is here used adjec- earth in a dragon car shedding 

tively, describing the objectiTe darkness all around her. 
pronoun what. In the next line Swift, iwifi, 70a drMons of the night. 

the infinitive to 'prove is adverbial T^e dragon wing of iSShfo'SSJ^ tiu» 

to hath and governs which under- earth. 

stood 8hak«p. TrfOL, and 0re$8. t. 0. 

125. Bights.] That is, rites. So, . 1 33. Makes one blot of aU the 

in Spenser's Faerie Queene, I. vi. «f;] , Compare what Shakspeare 

15, ' Cybele's frantic rights.' (^«fj- ^' 2) says of blood that 

129. Cotvtto.] The goddess of ^°^^<* 

licentiousness. The festival of SLlTgtl^^g'^^eS^fo'Jrc^^rS^.a] 
this Thracian divinity resembled red. 

that of the Phrygian Cybele. Her IS 5. Hecate.] The goddess or 

rites, and rites similar to hers, patroness of magic, who was snp- 

were called Cotyttia ; and her posed to wander over the earth at 

worshippers were called Baptae, night She is here appropriately 

because when initiated into her referred to by the licentious magi- 

mysteries they were sprinkled cian Comus, as riding with Cotytto 

with warm water. See Juvenal, in an ebon chair or car. Compare 

ii. 91 ; Horace, Epod. xvii. 56. Par. Lost, ii. 930, * As in a cloudy 

131. The dragon womb, ^-c] chair ascending rides.' Massinger 

Night is here represented as a in The City Madam,, v. 1, speaks 

Stygian or Tartarean monster of * an oblation unto Hecate, and 

producing darkness. Sometimes wanton Litst, her favourite.* 



GOMUS. 



11 



Of all thy dues be done, and none lesft oat ; 
Ere the blabbing eastern scout, 
The nice morn, on the Indian steep 
From her cabined loop-hole peep, . 
And to the tell-tale sun descry 
Our concealed solemnity. 
Come, knit hands, and beat the ground 
In a light fantastic round. 



14G 

/ 




The Measttbb. ( 



Break off, break off, I feel the different pace 
Of some chaste footing^ear about this ground. 
Kun to your "abrouds within these brakes and trees ; 
Our number may affright; — Some virgin sure 
(For BO I can distinguish by mine art) 
Benighted in these woods. Now to my charms. 
And to my wily trains : I shall ere long 
Be well stocked with as feir a herd as grazed 
About my mother Circe. Thus I hurl 



145 



150 



139. The nice morUy ^cJ] The 
prudish or fastidious mom on the 
eastern horizon. 

140. Cabined loop-hole."] The 
epithet cabined here seems to 
mean confined or contracted like 
a cabin. 

141. Descry,"] Here employed 

in the unusual sense of give notice 

of; discover. Milton had in 

mind that passage in Fletcher's 

Faithful Shepherdess^ iii. 1. 

The so6ner we begin, 
Tlie longer ere the day descry our sin. 

143. Beat the groundy^c] So 
Horace speaks of beating the 
ground with light and playful 
foot : Od, I. xxxTii. 1. 



Compare VAUegrOy 33, 

Come, and trip it as yon go, 
On the light fantastic toe. 

At this part of the Masque was 
introduced a dance ; a measure as 
it is called, because dancing mea- 
sures time with the music. 

146. Near about] The word 
near is adverbial to about this 
ground, which is adverbial to 
footing. 

147. Shrotids.] Eetreats, shel- 
ters. 

149. So I can distinguish.] 
The magician has the sagacity to 
distinguish ' chaste footing ' from 
the lascivious dancing of his 
own crew. 



12 couus. 

My dazzling spells into the spungy air, 

Of power to cheat the gre with blear illusioni 15S 

And give it false^|i^en£fnents, lest the place 

And my quaint habits breed astonishment, 

And put the damsel to suspicious flight ; 

Which must not be, for that's against my course; 

I, under Mi pretence of friendly ends, 160 

And well-placed words of glozing courtesy, 

Baited with reasons not unplausible. 

Wind me into the easy-hearted man. 

And hug him into snares. When once her eye 

Hath met the virtue of this magic dust, 165 

I shall appear some harmless villager. 

Whom thrift keeps up about his country gear. 4 

But here she comes ; I fairly step aside, 

And hearken, if I may, her business here. 169 

The Ladt enters. 

Lady, This way the noise was, if mine ear be true— 
•My best guide now. Methought it was the sound 
Of riot and ill-managed merriment. 



164. Dazzling!] Beguiling, 161. Glozing."] Feigning, pre- 

illusive. The air is called tending, insinuating, 

spungy, because as a sponge 167. Keeps up, ^c.^ Eee^ 

holds water so the air held m up to this late hour minding his 

suspension the magic dust which rustic business. 

N Comus threw into it. 168. FairlyA (Jently, softly. 

His wonder far exceeded re ason^a reach, So Fletcher, Tne ChdnceSf Ul, 4^ 

That he began todouMhi«dazzkd« « -^Ve'll ride on fair and softly.' 

tcK T>7 1 -A.- xi- 171. Methought.] It thought 

166. Blear.] Dim, or rather ^^^ j^ ^ thought. In ChaiSer 

1 ^^°^'i> . . T -D and other old writers we fre- 

166. PresentTnents^ Eepre- ^^^^j ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^ 

sentations. So in Shakspeare s ^^^^^ /^ -^ ^^^^^^^ .^ ^^^^ 

Hamlet, 111 4, The counterfeit ^^ ^ ^^^^^^^ ^ ^^^^^ 

[lc. copied] presentment of two ^ 

brothers.' Madame, quoth he, how thinks jam 

167. Quaint habits.] Curious How that me thinhethl qnothaht. 
^ess, Chauceri Clerk*$ Tale, 



V 



COMUS. 13 

Such as the jocund flute or gamesome pipe y 



\ >' 



)-' 



Stirs up among the loose unlettered hinds, 

When, for their teeming flocks and granges full, ^ ^o'i75 

In wanton dance they praise the bounteous Pan,'^. o' 

And thank the gods amiss. I should be loth ^ 

To meet the rudeness and swilled insolence 

Of such late wassailers ; yet, 0, where else 

Shall I inform my unacquainted feet 180 

In the blind mazes of this tangled wood ? 

My brothers, when they saw me wearied out 

With this long way, resolving here to lodge 

Under the spreading favour of these pines, 

Stept, as they said, to the next thicket side, 185 

To bring me berries, or such cooling firuit 

As the kind hospitable woods provide. 

They left me then when the gray-hooded even, ^ 

Like a sad votarist in palmer's weed, 

Kose from the hindmost wheels of Phoebus' wain, 190 

But where they are, and why they came not back. 



175. Granpea full.] Fanns pilgnmage to Palestine; and 
well stored with produce. siiml^lj in Par. Beg.^ iv. 426, 

176. Fan^ Thegodof univers- he likens the grey morning to a 
al nature. pilgrim returning from the Holy 

UniTenalPan. Land, 
Knit with the Grace* and the Houn in Morning Mr 

Led on'the eternal Spring. Came forth with pilgrim .tep. in alnioe 

Por.£ot«,iv.286. ^^^' 

1 ^o nr •; 1 -n • u- ^7 calling the pilgrim a votaHst, 

179. Wassailers.] Dnnking ^.^e poet means to represent him 

revellers. The wassail-bowl was ^ ^^^ a vow of pilgrimage ; 

a bowl of spiced ale earned from ^nd the name palmer was derived 

door to door at the time of New ^^^ the pahn branch brought 

Year The word wassail is sup- ^^ Palestine by the pilgrim as 

posed tx) be from two Saxon ^ token that he had fiMed his 

words, woes hael^ i.e. be m healthi ^^^^ 

or, good health to you. Compare Shakspeare's Much 

188. Grey-hooded even, ^c] ^^^ aJ ^ g 
Milton here likens the grey even- ' ** * And look, the gentle diij 

ine to a palmer loumeyine with 5«/or«ttewA«itq/'i'Aaf6i«». round about 

lug w a jfOLui^ jv/u*ucj*«6 w Lx p jgj jjj^ drowsy eaat with ipots of 

his face towards the east, as on a gny. 



14 COMVS. 

Is now the labour of my thoughts ; *tis likeliest 

They had engaged their wandering steps too &r, 

And envious darkness, ere they could return, 

Had stole them from me ; else, O thievish night, v- * 196 

Why shouldst thou, but for some felonious end, 

In thy dark lantern thus close up the stars 

That nature hung in heaven, and filled their lamps 

With everlasting oil, to give due light 

To the misled and lonely traveller ? 200 

This is the place, as well as I may guess, 

Whence even now the tumult of loud mirth 

Was rife, and perfect in my listening ear ; 

Yet nought but single darkness do I find. 

What might this be ? A thousand fantasies 20fi 

Begin to throng into my memory. 

Of calling shapes, and beckoning shadows dire, *s 

And aery tongues that syllable men's names \'. r,-' 

On sands, and shores, and desert wildernesses. V v'- ^ 

These thoughts may startle well, but not astound,' '^ ^io 

The virtuous mind, that ever walks" atteiided >"• . %} 

By a strong siding champion, conscience^ - ' \ ^A 

0, welcome, pure-eyed Eaith, white-handed Hope— 

Thou hovering angel, girt with golden wings, — 

And thou unblemished form of Chastity ! 215 



193. Engaged."] Ventured, com- ness which afterwards became so 

mitted. prominent a characteristic of lOl- 

199. With everlasting oe?.] So ton's poetry. 

/Spenser, F. Q., I. i. 67. Fletcher, in his Faithful Shep' ^ 

X By thla the eternal lamps wherewith high hcrdeSS^ i. 1., speaks of 'voices ^ 

Doth Hght the lower world were half <?alling in the dead of night.' 

y»pent. Compare what Virgil says (Mn, 

208. That syllahlemen! s names.'] iv. 460) of Dido hearing myste- 

That distinctly utter men's names, rious Toices from the shrine of 

In the 'calling shapes' and Sychaeus: — 

•beckoning shadows' and 'airy nine exandiri voce., et yerba vocanti. 

tongues, we may perceive antlCl- visa vln, nox quum terras obMsnra te- 

pations of that expressive vague- 



neret. 



X 



COHTJS. 15 

I see ye visibly, and now believe 

That He, the Supreme Good, to whom all things ill 

Are but as slavish officers of vengeance. 

Would send a glisteri n g guardian^ if need were^ 

T o keep my life and honour una ssailed. 220 

Was I deceived, or did a sable cloud 

Turn forth her silver lining on the night ? 

I did not err, there does a sable cloud 

Turn forth her silver L'ning on the night, 

And casts a gleam over this tufted grove : 225 

I cannot halloo to my brothers, but 

Such noise as I can make to be heard farthest 

I'll venture ; for my new-enlivened spirits 

Prompt me ; and they perhaps are not far off. 

80KG. 

Sweet Echo, sweetest nymph, that livest imseen 230 

Within thy aery shell, 
By slow Meander's margent green, 
And in the violet-embroidered vale 

Where the love-lorn nightingale 
Nightly to thee her sad song moumeth well : * 235 



219. A glistering gufltdian,] any slow, winding stream. The 
An allusion to Ps. xci. 11 : 'He Mseander of Asia Minor was re- 
shall give his angels charge over markable for its numerous wind- 
thee, to keep thee in all thy ings. 
ways.' 234. Love-lorn,'] The Saxon 

227. Make.] Cause. , word lorn means lost. The epi- 

231. Aery shell.] Echo is said thet love-lorn is here applied to 
to Hve in an aery shell, because the nightingale in allusion to the 
of the reverberation of sound story of Philomela, who was so 
which was regarded as her voice, barbarously treated by her sis- 
She fell in love with the beautiful ter's husband, Tereus, and who, 
youth Narcissus, but his disre- when fleeing ftom him, was trans- 

• gard caused her to pine away, formed into a nightingale. Hence 

and she was transformed into a it is always as a female that the 

rock, retaining, however, the nightingale is referred to by poets, 

power of voice. See the sad stoiy of Philomela in 

232. Maander.] Here put for Ovid's Met, vi 438—676. 



JU , ,.r. ^ <^. < . /. 'c . /-> ^^^^ ^ ^*^^ 



16 COM vs. 

Canst thou not tell me of a gentle pair 
That likest thy Narcissus are 
O, if thou have 
Hid them in some flowery cave^ 
V ., Tell me but vhere, S40 

Sweet queen of parley, daughter of the sphere I 
So may'st thou be translated to the sides, 
And give resoimding grace to all heaven's harmonies. 

Enter Cokus. 

Comus, Can any mortal mixture of earth's mould 
Breathe such divine enchanting ravishment ? 845 

Sure something holy lodges in that breast, 
And with these raptures moves the vocal air 
To testify his hidden residence. 
How sweetly did they float upon the wings 
Of silence, through the empty-vaulted night, 250 

At every fall smoothing the raven-down 
Of darkness, till it smiled ! I have oft heard 
My mother Circe with the Sirens three, 



241. Queen of parley, ^c] old neuter possessive relating to 
Parley here means mutual dis- the word aomething. Sure is ad- 
course. The poet calls Echo verbial f^see Not« on I, 266. 
* daughter of the sphere,' L e., of 249. How sweetly, ^.] This 
the atmosphere, as she was the exquisitely beautifm passage can« 
offspring of Aer and Tellus. So, not be interpreted : its signifl- 
in his poem At a Solemn Mime, cance must be felt by imaginatJon. 
Sphere -born harmoniout listerf, Voice Compare the following references 
«r ^^^*"^J!^\ A to the nightingale's song: — 

Wed your divine loundf. o o — o 

ntn r" J' ^^ *^I night long her wnoroae deeeaot- 

243. trtve resounding grace, mng; 

Src.'\ Add the graceful effect of ^llenoe was pleawd. Par, Lost, 

^.J ^ .1 P i? xu In hemweeteft, laddett plight, 

echo tx) the iiarmony ot the Smoothuig the rugged brow of night. 

spheres. ^ Petuer. 57, 

245. Divine,] This word is in 253. The Sirens three,"] Leu- 
antithesis to mortal, cosia, Lysia, and Parthenope, 

246. Something holy.] Some daughters of the river god Acne- 
holy being. The pronoun his, lous. They resided on a rocky 
however, in the 248th line, is the island near the coast of Sicily. 



COMUS. 17 

Amidst the flowery-kirtled Naiades, 

Culling their potent herbs and balejfid drugs ; 2M 

Who, as they sung, would take the prisoned soul, 

And lap it in Elysium. Scylla wept, 

And chid her barking waves into attention, 

And fell Charybdis murmured soft applause. 

Yet they in pleasing slumber lulled the sense, 260 

And in sweet madness robbed it of itself; 

But such a sacred and home-felt delight. 

Such sober certainty of waking bliss, 

I never heard till now. I'll speak to her. 

And she shall be my queen. Hail, foreign wonder ! 265 

Whom certain these rough shades did never breed, 

Unless the goddess that in rural shrine 

Dwell'st here with Pan or Silvan, by blest song 

Forbidding every bleak unkindly fog 

To touch the prosperous growth of this tall wood. 270 

Lady. J^slj, gentle shepherd, ill is lost that praise 
That is addressed to unattending ears ; 
Not any boast of skill, but extreme shift 



254. Flowery-kirtled Naiades,"] the stonny waters around which 

The Naiads were a numerous are here called by the poet * baik- 

tribe of river nymphs. Flowery' ing waves.* Charybdis was a 

Jcirtled means haying garments whirlpool on the Sicilian coast 

embroidered with flowers. A opposite Scylla. 
Jcirtle is a gown. 266. Certain.'] An abridge- 

257. Lap it.] Infold or absorb ment of the preposition phrase/or 

it. See LAUegrOf 136. ' Lap me certain truths and therefore an 

in soft Lydian airs.' adverb. Adjectives are often 

Scylla wept, ^-c] This nymph rendered adyerbial in this way : 

was the rival of Circe in the affec- compare alow, meaning at a aUno 

tions of the sea god Glaucus, and, rate, sure = in sure reality ^ &c 

through the malice of the sor- See //. 246, 482, 493. 
ceress, was transformed into a 267. Unless the goddess.] Un- 

monster having barking dogs less thou beest the goddess, 
continually clinging around her; 268. Silvan,] Silvanus, a rural 

but she was afterwards changed deity who had guardianship of 

by Glaucus into the rock Scylla, fields and cattle. 



18 COMUS* 

How to regain my severed company, 

Compelled me to awake the courteous Echo S79 

To give me answer from her mossy couch. 

Comus. What chance, good lady, hath bereft you thus ? 

Lady, Dim darkness, and this leafy labyrinth. 

Covins. Could that divide you from near-usheiing 

guides? 
Lady, They left me weary on a grassy turf. 28a 

Comus. By falsehood, or discourtesy, or why ? 
Lady, To seek i' the valley some cool friendly spring. 
Comus, And left your fair side all unguarded, lady ? 
Lady, They were but twain, and purposed quick re- 
turn. 
Comus, Perhaps forestalling night prevented them. 285 
Lady, How easy my misfortune is to hit 1 
Comus, Imports their loss beside the present need ? 
Lady, No less than if I should my brothers lose. 
Comus, Were they of manly prime, or youthftil bloom ?, 
Lady, As smooth as Hebe's their unrazored lips. 290 
Comus, Two such I saw, what time the laboured ox 

In his loose traces from the ftirrow came. 

And the swinkt hedger at his supper sat ; 

I saw them under a green mantling vine, 



286. Imports their loss, ^c] adverbial clause, and is one of 

Does your loss of them signify common occurrence in poetry. 

anything more than that of pro- 293. Smnkt] Hard-wrought, 

tectors for the occasion. So, in Spenser's Faerie Queesie, \y 

290. Hebe.] The goddess of ' For which men swink and sweat A 
perpetual youth. She was the incessantly/ 11. vii. 8. *For 
celestial cupbearer until super- which he long in vain did sweat 
seded in her office by the Trojan and swink/ VI. iv. 32. Also in 
youth Ganymede. The epithet Chaucer's Merchanfs Tale, *If 
tmrazored is an instance of Mil- he be poor, she helpeth him to 
ton's pretty frequent use of un- swink/ and in his Prologue of 
dignified expressions. the Canon's YemaUy *I am not 

291. What time.] At what wont in no mirror to pry, But 
time. The phrase introduces an swinke sore, &c 
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That crawls along the side of yon small hill, 295 

Plucking ripe clusters from the tendoy shoots. 

Their port was more than human as they stood : 

I took it for a faery vision 

Of some gay creatures of the element, 

That in the colours of the rainbow live, 800 

And play i' the plighted clouds. I was awe- struck, 

And, as I passed, I worshipped; — if those you seek, 

It were a journey like the path to heaven 

To help you find them. 

Lady. Gentle villager, • 

What readiest way would bring me to that place ? SOS 

Comus. Due west it rises from this shrubby point. 

Lady. To find that out, good shepherd, I suppose. 
In such a scant allowance of star-light. 
Would overtask the best land- pilot's art. 
Without the sure guess of well-practised feet. 310 

Comus. I know each lane, and every alley green. 
Dingle, or bushy dell, of this wild wood, ' 



299. jThe ekment] The sky. verb were is here the past potential 

So in Par. Lost. for would he. See Note on /. 394. 

o , . .V . '^^® louring element 304. To help vou Jmd them,\ 

Scowls o'er the darkeilea landskip snotir mi • /» -x* •iiT j. u • 

orahower. ii. 490. The infinitive withont to IS 

according to Anglo-SasCon use; 

* There hath been strange things and in modem English to is 

seen in the element.' Latimer's omitted after certain verbs, as 

Sermon on 2nd Sunday in Ad- may^ can^ mttst, bid, hear, ^e.; 

vent. its omission after the verb help is 

301. Plighted clouds i\ That is, not now usual in written Ian- 
clouds interwoven or forming guage, though it is common in 
chains, as if plaited. To plight conversation. See I. 623. 
means originally to twist or plait: 307. jTAa^.] Namely, the direc- 
hence its more modem significa- tion of due west, 
tion, to bind, pledge, or engage, 312. Dingle,'] A narrow vaUey 
by joining hands. between steep hiUs ; a dale op 

303. Like the path, ^c] That dell is not so deep as a dingle, 

is, difficult as that path of which Drayton, in his Muses* Elys. 2nd 

the Scripture says, 'few there be Nymphal, speaks of 'Dingles 

that find it.' Matt. vii. 14. The deep and mountains hoac' 
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And every bosky bourn from side to side,— 

My daily walks and ancient neighbourhood ; 

And if your stray attendance be yet lodged 815 

Or shroud within these limits, I shall know 

Ere morrow wake, or the low-roosted lark 

From her thatched pallet rouse ; if otherwise, 

I can conduct you, lady, to a low 

But loyal cottage, where you may be safe 320 

Till further quest. 

Lady, Shepherd, I take thy word, 

And trust thy honest-offered courtesy, 

Which oft is sooner foxmd in lowly sheds 

With smoky rafters, than in tapestry halls 

Vnd courts of princes, where it first was named 825 

And yet is most pretended. In a place 

Less warranted than this, or less secure, 

I cannot be, that I should f^ar to change it. 

Eye me, blest Providence, and square my trial 

To my proportioned strength ! Shepherd, lead on. 830 

\JExeunU 
Enter the Two Bbothers. 

EL Br. Unmuffle, ye faint stars ; and thou, fidr moon. 
That wont'st to love the traveller's benison, 



313. Boahy bourn.'] Brook 331. Thou fair Moon, fej] So y/ 

bordered with trees or bushes. Spenser {F. ^., IIL i. 43), speak- ^ 

Ital. boscOf a wood or thicket, ing of the clouded moon: — 
J?oz*m literally means boundary, 

from the French borne, a limit or ^.Sd 1*11"'^ ^""^ *" 

landmark. Breaks forth her lilyer beami, and her 

And «, th. «u b.d cltal»d th. «.Um ^j^«W Jj^, ,^,^ dU«,m«t«l, 

To^ld'u.. n.u...rtag bourn. „d peU, ^^iS^n'-iTlJIiS^ S?S.'£SU 
Browne'* BHtannia's PcutorcOt, iv. 4. tl- e. prawed.] 

315. Attendance.] Attendants. 

?S''p!S*oft«u';'S\rn5.'SJ2: C?™P"« oisoTheMa^, Act L tf 

Sbiriey'i Hvmorotu Courtier, iv. of Fletcher^s MaiaJi Tragedy : — 
325. Where it first was named, 

V ^c] This is from Spenser:— ^PP**Vu°?J°"?f^**'L^l®Z!!^»?I^'l^: 

/ W-!»art^ it Mem., men courte-y do call, ^V^^A '^ "^''" ^"^ ^^^ *^ 
For that it there nuMt nteth to abound. * ^^^^^' 

F Q VI. 1. 1. ., 
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Stoop thy pale visage through an amber cloud. 

And disinherit chaos, that reigns here 

In double night of darkness and of shades ; 335 

Or, if your influence be quite dammed up 

With black usurping mists, some gentle taper, 

Though a rush-candle from the wicker hole 

Of some clay habitation, visit us 

With thy long-levelled rule of streaming light ; 340 

And thou slialt be our star of Arcady, 

Or Tyrian Cynosui-e. 

Sec. Br, Or, if our eyes 

Be barred that happiness, might we but hear 
The folded flocks penned in their wattled cotes, 
Or sound of pastoral reed with oaten stops, 345 

Or whistle from the lodge, or village cock 
Count the night watches to his feathery dames, 
'T would be some solace yet, some little cheering, 
In this close dungeon of innumerous boughs. 



334. Disinherif] Dispossess, was called also Cynosura from 

Inherit was formerly often used its resemblance to a dog's taiL 

in the sense of simply possessing. (Gbeek Kwhs obpa,) The Ursa 

The verb here ought perhaps to Major was calleid also Charles's 

be considered plural, that is, to Wain or Helice; its two foremost 

have for its subject ye, Stars stars are the pointers to the polar 

and Moon, as referred to by the star, or last star of the Cynosure, 

pronoun your in the 336th line. The mariners of Tyre and Sidon 

337. Taper,] A vocative or a directed their course by the Ursa 

nominative of address. Minor, the Greeks by the Ursa 

341. Be our star of Arcady, Major ; hence Ovid says :— 

^c] Be to us as the greater or QuammCynoninipetrtiir 

the lesser bear star. Callisto, SidonUs, Helicen, Orala carinanotet. 

the daughter of Lycaon, king of ^'^ *"' ^^' 

Arcadia, being transformed by 346. Oaten stops.] Theshep-' 

Jupiter into a she-bear, was herd's pipe, being at first a row 

hunted by her son Areas, and of oaten stalks, was afterwards 

when he was on the point of often called the oaten pipe, 

killing her, the god translated though of different material, 

them to the skies, making Cal- 346. The lodge,] The shep- 

listo the Great Bear, and Areas herd's lodge. 

the Little Bear, or Bootes, which 349. Inmmerous,] This word 
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But^ 0, that hapless yirgiii| our lost sister I 850! 

Where may she wander now, whither betake her 

From the chill dew, among rude burs and thistles ? 

Perhaps some cold bank is her bolster now, 

Or^ 'gainst the rugged bark of some broad elm 

Leans her unpillowed head, fraught with sad fears. 355 

What, if in wild amazement and affright ? 

Or, while we speak, within the direful grasp 

Of savage hunger, or of savage heat ? 

EL Br, Peace, brother ; be not over exquisite 
To cast the fashion of uncertain evils : 360 

For, grant they be so ; while they rest imknovm, 
What need a man forestall his date of grief, 
And run to meet what he would most avoid 7 
Or if they be but false alarms of fear, 
How bitter is such self-delusion I 365 

I do not think my sister so to seek, 



is formed directly from the Latin 
adjective innuTJiertts, imramer- 
able. 

355. Leans her unpUlowed 
head.'] The context requires 
leans to be an intransitive verb, 
and head its nominative. 

356. What] A common in- 
terrogative exclamation, nomina- 
tive to some such expression as 
is there or is to be done. The 
substantive verb is also xmder- 
stood aft«r if: what if s?ie be in 
a state of wild amazement, &c. 

358. Savage hunger.] Viz., 
that of some wild beast. 

360. To cast the fashion.] To 
conjecture the particular form. 

361. Grant they be so.] Allow 
that the evils are really as you 
imagine. 

^62. What need a man fore- 
nm*] Wherefore need a man 



anticipate. What here is used as 
the Latin quidy and is objective 
to for understood ; it is adverbial 
to the verb need. Compare L 
752. The usage is common in 
old writers. 'What need we 
such preachings every day?' 
Latimer^s Sermon on the Marr, 
of the Kvnds Son, * What should 
I telle each proportion ? ' Chan- 
car's Prol, of the Canoris Femon. 
* But what do I their names seek 
to rehearse?* Spenser's F, Q, 
rV. xi. 17. * What talk you of 
the posy or the value ? ' Shaksp. 
Merch. of Ven, v. 1. * What sit 
we then projecting peace and 
war?' Par. Z/oa^, ii 329. *What 
need'st thou such weak witnees 
of thy name?' Milton's ^'topA 
on Shakspeare. 

366. To seek,] At a loss. So, 
in Bacon's Essay qf TJswry^ ' The 
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Or so unprincipled in virtue'a book,\^ v^ .0^ 
And the sweet peace that goodness bosoms ever, 
As that the single want of light and noise 
(Not being in danger, as I trust she is not) 870 

Could stir the constant mood of her calm thoughts, 
And put them into misbecoming plight. 
Virtue could see to do what virtue would 
By her own radiant light, though sun and moon 
Were in the flat sea sunk. And wisdom's self 375 

Oft seeks to sweet retired solitude ; 
/ Where, with her best nurse, contemplation, 
She plumes her feathers, and lets grow her wings, 
That in the various bustle of resort 

Were all to-ruffled, and sometimes impaired. 380 

He that has light within his own clear breast \ 
May sit i' the centre, and enjoy bright day;.: ^ A^ i 
But he that hides a dark soul and foul thoughtsAv*^ fc^ 
Benighted walks under the mid-day sim ; '■ . ' \ 
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merchant will be to seek for 
money ;' and in his Advancement 
of Learning, Bk, I., * Men bred 
in learning are perhaps to seek 
in points of conyenience,' &c. 

367. Unprincipled,'] Unestab- 
lished, unschooled. 
/ 373. Virtice could see, ^c] So, 
X in Spenser's F. Q. I. i. 12, * Vir- 
tue gives herself light through 
darkness for to wade.' 

376. Seeks to.] Repairs or 
goes voluntarily to. The expres- 
sion occurs in Scripture several 
times. ' They shall seek to the 
idols,' &c. Isai. xix. 3. See also 
viii. 19 ; xi. 10; Deut. xii. 6, &c. 

378. All to-ruffled.] It has 
been wrongly supposed that in 
such phrases all-to is to be re- 
garded as an adverb signifying 
quite. The to belongs to the 



1 ^' 
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verb, as an augment much used 
in old English, to give intensify- 
ing force to the verb. 
Mote thy wicked necke be to-broke. 

Chancer, ProL Wife tf BaOi. 
The pot to-breaketh, and farewell, all if 

go.* Do. Prol, Canon^a Teman. 

The wolf hath manr a riieep and lamb 

to-rent. Do. Doctor's TcOt, 

Then let them all encircle him about. 
And, fairy-like, to-pinoh thtt uneleaa 
knight. 

Shaksp. Merry Wivea, It. 4, 

Very often all, as an adverb, 

meaning quite, precedes this 

form: — 
He slowe and all to-rent the lion. 

Chaucer, ifon^'* TaJe. 

In Spenser's Faerie Queene we 
have : — 

With briers and bushes all to-rent and . 
Bcratcht. IV. vii. 8. ( 

Though nothing whole, but all to-bnist ' 
and broken. V. viil. 44. 

' Hade of strange stuff, but all to-wom 
and ragged. Y. ix. 10. 

And in Scripture {Judg. ix. 63), 
we have ' and all to-brake his skulL' 
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Himself is bis own dungeon. 

Sec, Br, 'T is most truey S85 

That musing meditation most affects 
The pensive secrecy of desert cell, 
Far from the cheerful haunt of men and herds. 
And sits as safe as in a senate-house ; 
For who would rob a hermit of his weeds, 390 

His few books, or his beads, or maple dish, 
Or do his gray hairs any violence ? 
But beauty, like the fair Hesperian tree 
Laden with blooming gold, had need the guard 
Of dragon watch with unenchanted eye, 395 

To save her blossoms and defend her fruit 



385. His ovm dungeon.] So 393. Hesperian tree."] The 
Samson, in the Samson Affonistes, Hesperides, or daughters of Hes- 
102, calls himself his own se- perus, viz., Aegle, Erythia, and 
pulchre. Arethusa, dwelt in the remotest 

386. Most affects.] Is most region of the west. In their 
inclined to ; seeks most. To affect, gardens was a famous tree with 
from the Lat. affeeto, formerly golden apples, watched by a dm- 
meant to be bent on, or have gon; and it was one of the labours 
an affection for ; but, like the of Hercules to obtain that trea- 
verb to pretend, it has come to sure. Hilton, towards the con- 
have a different sense. elusion of Comus {l. 981), makes 

* Use also such persons as affect the gardens * of Hesperus and his 
the business wherein they are daughters three' a part of the 
employed.' Bacon's ^7th Essay, region of Elysium. 

* He affected the crown for him- 394. Had need theguardA 
self.' Fuller's Holy War, ii. 41. That is, of the guard. The rerb 

' Good things, if of long con- had. is here a form of the past 

tinuance, grow tedious, being potential, equiyalent to vitdd 

rather affected for their Tariety have. The verb were is, in like 

than true worth.' Ibid, iv. 14. manner, often used for tootdd be 

The word was sometimes used or should be. See U. 303, 548. 

causatively, as in Massinger^s 395. With unenchanted eve,'\ 

New Way to Pay, ^c, iii. 2, * The With eyes that cannot be beguiled 

gown affects me not,' that is, does or lulled asleep by enchanSnent. 

not cause my liking, does not This phrase is adjectival to the 

please me or take my fancy. So in noun dragon, here used for dra^ 

Shirley's Humorous Courtier, v. : gon's. 

But make your choice, which best afTect- 
eth you. 
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From the rash hand of bold incontinence. 

You may as well spread ont the imsunned heaps 

Of miser's treasures by an outlaw's den, 

And tell me it is safe, as bid me hope 400 

Danger will wink on opportunity, 

And let a single helpless maiden pass 

Uninjured in this wild surrounding waste. 

Of night, or loneliness, it recks me not ; 

I fear the dread events that dog them both, - 405 

Lest some ill-greeting touch attempt the person 

Of our unowned sister. 

EL Br. I do not, brother, 

Infer, as if I thought my sister's state 
Secure, without all doubt or controversy ; 
Yet, where an equal poise of hope and fear 410 

Does arbitrate the event, my nature is 
That I incline to hope rather than fear, 
And gladly banish squint suspicion. 
My sister is not so defenceless left 

As you imagine ; she has a hidden strength 415 

Which you remember not. 

Sec, Br, What hidden strength,— 

Unless the strength of Heaven, if you mean that ? 

EL Br, I mean that too, but yet a hidden streDgth, 
Which, if Heaven gave it, may be termed her own : 
'Tis chastity, my brother, chastity :' 420 

She that has that is clad in complete steel, 



^ 



404. Of night or loneliness, I mean may be called also the 

^c] This refers to /. 369. The strength of Heaven. 

phrase it recks me not is an old 421. Complete steel,'] A panoply 

form for / reek not^ i.e., I make of steeL The phrase oocnrs also 

no account. See Note on L 171. in Shakspeare's Homier (i. 4) and 

413. Squint suspicion.] So with the accent^ as here, on the 

Spenser describes Susjyect as first syllable of complete. In 

Under his eyebrows looking sUll Milton's later poetry the word 

askance.' F. Q., lU. xii. 15. complete is accented on the second 

418. I mean that tooJ] What syllable. 
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And, like a quivered nymph with arrows keen, 
May trace huge forests, and unharboured heathfly 
Infamous hills, and sandy perilous wilds ; 
Where, through the sacred rays of chastity. 
No savage fierce, bandit, or mountaineer, 
"Will dare to soil her virgin purity : 
Yea, there where very desolation dwells. 
By grots and caverns shagged with horrid shades, 
She may pass on with unblenched majesty. 
Be it not done in pride, or in presumption. 
Some say, no evil thing that walks by night, 
In fog or fire, by lake or moorish fen. 
Blue meagre hag, or stubborn unlaid ghost 
That breaks his magic chains at curfew time, 
No goblin, or swart :feery of the mine. 
Hath hurtful power o'er true virginity. 



436 
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423. Unharboured heaths^ ^-c] 
The word unharboured inteans 
having no retreat or shelter. 
Infamous hillSf i.e., hills noted 
for danger; an expression pro- 
bably suggested by Horace's 
Infames scopulos. Od. I. iii. 20. 

425. Rays of chastitt/.'] See 
Note on I. 782. 

429. Horrid.] Bristling, rug- 
ged. Compare Pope's Elois. Abel. 
20, 'Yo grots and caverns shagged 
with horrid thorn.' 

430. Unblenched.] Undaunted. 
To blench is to yhrink or cause to 
shrink. 

435. At curfew time.] At the 
dose of the day, as announced by 
the curfew bell, when ghosts, 
&C, were permitted to be at 
large till the time of cock-crowing. 

436. Swart faery of the mine.] 
It was believed among miners 
that mines were haunted by a 
particular kind of spirits that 
pretended to work like the miners 



themselves. In the Scandinavian 

mythology, the underground 

spirits were called the Svartaifar, 

ie., black alfs or elves. 

437. Hath hurtful power, ^.] 

In Fletcher's Faithful jSiqh 

herdesSf i. 1, Clorin, reflecting on y/ 

the adoration paid to her by tbe/V 

Satyr, says : 
What greatnen or what prirmte hidden 

power 
Is thene in me to draw lubraiMion 
From this rude man and beiwtf ... 
Yet £ have heard (my mother told H bm, 
Andiiuw I do belteve it) if I keep 
My virgin flower nnoropt, pure, tthMt«« 

and fair. 
No gublin, wood-god, fairy, elf, or fiend. 
Satyr, or other power that haunti the 

groves, 
Shall hurt my body, or by rain illuloB 
Draw me to wander after idle flret; 
Or voices calling me in dead of night. 
To make me follow, and lo tole me on 
Through mire and standing pool* to find 

my ruin. 
Else why should this rough thing . . • 
Thus mildly kneel to mer Sue tliert*i » 

power 
In that great name of vbrffkit that binds 

fast 
All rudeunciril bloods, all appetitci. 
That break tlieir eonfiiies, Theut ilrOBg . 

chastity, 
Be thou my itrongest gnud, ftc 
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Do ye believe me yet, or shall I call 

Antiquity from the old schools of Greece 

To testify the arms of chastity ? 440 * 

Hence had the himtress Dian her dread bow, 

Fair silver-shafted queen, for ever chaste, 

Wherewith she tamed the brinded lioness 

And spotted mountain-pard, but set at nought 

The frivolous bolt of Cupid ; gods and men 445 

Feared her stern frown, and she was queen of the woods. 

Wliat was that snaky-headed Gorgon shield 

That wise Minerva wore, unconquered virgin, 

Wherewith she freezed her foes to congealed stone. 

But rigid looks of 'chaste austerity, 450 

A nd noble grace tha t dashed br u te violenc e 

With sudden adoration and bla nk awe ? ^^•^ a r Ct^ <a. at^^ 

So dear to Heaven is saintly chastity, 

That, when a soul is found sincerely so,\ 

A thousand liveried angels lackey her, / 455- 

Driving far off each thing of sin and guilt, 

And, in clear dream and solemn vision. 

Tell her of things that no gross ear can hear ; 

TiU oft converse with heavenly habitants 

Begin to cast a beam on the outward shape, 460 



463. 8o dear to Heaven^ ^c] Ktag^lMkeying by hit trittmphal chii- 

/ So Spenser {F, Q., HI. viii. 29.): Mwringer't Virgin Martyr ^ i. 1. 

\ But, .Ith that none of all her knighti is to drive yon lo on foot, unfit to tnad 

nign, - , ^ And lackey by him, 'gainst all woman- 
See how the heavens, of voluntary head. 

* 5"***' 1 * * _^ V ^*_ Spenser's ^oerie Qiieene, VI. ii. 15. 

And sovereign favour towards ehastily, ^ ~» 

Do succour send to her distressed ease: 4.AQ OffX TTpta ati Ai^iAnHvA 

So much High Ood doth innocence em- . *??'. ^J^}} '^®'® *^ aojectiye 

brace i Si fforpn^ frequent ^ as it does m 

The word so, in /. 454, is un- the expressions, oft-times, many 

grammaticaL ^ ^*^ *^^^ ^A ^c» The adverb 

4:66. Lackey her.] A lackey o/f, or o/iJm is, indeed, an abridg- 

was a foot-boy who ran or walked i^ent of the preposition phrase 

by the side of his master. «^ <^A ot often, times. 

CouM^l«.kie or keep wto/ wi^^iH.- The JoUy WMsail ^^^J-^'i^f^^n!* 

Martton, FroL to AnUmio't Revenge. * Often infirmities.* 1 Tim. t» SS. 
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The unpolluted temple of the mind, 

And turns it by degrees to the soid's essence, 

Till all be made immortal. But when lust, 

By imchaste looks, loose gestures, and foid talk. 

But most by lewd and lavish act of sin, 4M 

Lets in defilement to the inward paits, 

The soul grows clotted by contagion, 

Imbodies and imbrutes, till she quite lose 

The divine property of her firat being. 

tSuch are those thick and gloomy shadows damp, 47G 

Oil seen in charnel vaults and sepulchres, 

Lingering and sitting by a new-made grave. 

As loth to leave the body that it loved, 

And linked itself by carnal sensuality 

To a degenerate and degraded state. 475 

Sec, Br, How charming is divine philosophy 1 
Not harsh and crabbed, as dull fools suppose; 
But musical as is Apollo's lute, 
And a perpetual feast of nectared sweets. 
Where no crude surfeit reigns. 

EL Br. List, list ; I hear 480 

Some far-off halloo brejik the silent air. 

Sec, Br, Methought so too ; what should it be ? 

El Br, For certain 

Either some one like us night-foundered here. 



468. Imbodies and imbrutes, of the body rendered an^t to loar 

^0.] Becomes carnal and brutish, to heaven, but weighed down to 

Milton is here reproducing a earth, and wandering as shadowy 

portion of the philosophy of visible phantoms amongst monii*. 

tlato's PhadOf 69, in which ments and tombs. 
Socrates is describing souls that 473. That it loved,'] The pio- 

have so cultivated communion noun it refers to the soul, but is 

with the body, and served and rather awkwardly involved in 

loved it, and been bewitched by syntax with the noun shadows, 
it through desires and pleasures, 482. For certain,] See Note on 

as to have become contaminated, /. 266. 

impregnated with that which is 483. Night-found^cd.] Con 

corporeal, and thus at the death foimded or overpowered by dark 
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Or else some neighbour woodman ; or, at worst. 

Some roving robber calling to his fellows. 485 

Sec. Br, Heaven keep mj sister. Again, again, and near I 
Best draw, and stand upon our guard. 

EL Br. ril haUoo : 

If he be friendly, he comes well; if not, 
Defence is a good cause, and Heaven be for us. 

Enter the Attendant Sptrit, habited like a Shepherd. 

That halloo I should know ; what are you ? speak ; 490 
CJome not too near ; you fall on iron stakes else. 

Spir. What voice is that ? my young lord ? speak again. 

Sec. Br. brother, 'tis my father's shepherd, sure. 

El. Br. Thyrsis ? whose artful strains have oft de- 
layed 
The huddling brook to hear his madrigal, 49,0 

And sweetened every musk-rose of the dale ? 
How camest thou here, good swain ? hath any ram 
Slipt from the fold, or young kid lost his dam, 
Or straggling wether the pent flock forsook ? 
How couldst thou find this dark sequestered nook ? 50 J 

Spir. O my loved master's heir, and his next joy, 
I came not here on such a ti-ivial toy 
As a strayed ewe, or to pursue the stealth 
Of pilfering wolf ; not all the fleecy wealth 
That doth enrich these downs is worth a thought 505 

To this my errand, and the care it brought. 
But, O my virgin lady, where is she ? 



ness. So, in Par. Lost, i. 204 : presently foundered.* Fmler^s 

Holi/ War, ii. 40. 

'^^ba?k?' °^ *°°*' ""^^ night-foundered 501. His nextjoy.'\ This refers 

to the second brother. 

' They were bred in such soft 506. The care it brought.'] The 

employments, that they were anxiety it involved. 
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How chance she is not in yonr company ? 

El, Br. To tell thee sadly, shepherd, without blame 
Or our neglect, we lost her as we came. 610 

Spir. Ay me mihappy ! tlien my fears are tme. 

EL Br. What fears, good Thyrsis? Pr'ythee briefly sibew. 

Spir, I'll tell ye : 'Tis not vain or fabulous 
(Though so esteemed by shallow ignorance) 
What the sage poets, taught by the heavenly muse, 515 
Storied of old, in high immortal verse. 
Of dire chimeras, and enchanted isles. 
And rifted rocks whose entrance leads to hell ; 
For such there be, but unbelief is blind. 

Within the navel of this hideous wood, 520 

Immured in cypress shades a sorcerer dwells,— 
Of Bacchus and of Circe bom, great Comus, 
Deep skilled in all his mother's witcheries,— 
And here to every thirsty wanderer 
By sly enticement gives his baneful cup, 525 

With many murmurs mixed, whose pleasing poison 
The visage quite transforms of him that drinks, 



608. How chance,'] How hap- 517. Dire chipieratt.'] See Par. 

pens it. The word chance in old Lost^ ii. 628. The Ohimsera was 

authors often means it chances or a fire-vomiting monster, slain by 

happens, BeUerophon. 

If chance the radiwit nm, with farewell 618. Bifted rocks.] In Greece, 

Bweet, the entrance to hell was supposed 

Extend his evening beam. . v i. j i ^ ^5— 

i»or.zort,ii.492. to be by a deep gloomy cavern 

How chance you went not with Master near the promontory Tsenarus, 

Slender? . „ ^. ^ the southem extremity of the 

Shakapeare'a iferry TTtVM, y. 4. _, t t.l i -. JL^^ « 

country. In Italy, a cave near 

* How chance you go not to the the Campanian lake Avemus had 

service upon the holy-days ? * the same reputation. 

Latimer's Sermon on 1st Sund. 520. Navel.l Heart, or midst: 

after Epiph, a Grecian use of the word. Pin- 

509. Sadly.] Truly or seriously, dar calls Apollo's temple at 

511. Ay me.] This is the Delphi the navel of the earth, 

original form of the exclamation 626. With many murmursA 

ah me ! and is of common occur- That is, with many muttered 

rence in the old writers. incantations. 
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» 
And tlie inglorious likeness of a beast 

Fixes instead, unmoulding reason's mintage 

Charactered in the face : this have I leame4 ^90 

Tending my flocks hard by T the hilly crofts 

That brow this bottom-glade ; whence night by night 

lie and his monstrous rout are heard to howl, 

Like stabled wolves, or tigers at their prey, 

Doing abhorred rites to Hecate 535 

In their obscured haunts of inmost bowers. 

Yet have they many baits and guileful spells. 

To inveigle and invite the unwary sense 

Of them that pass unweeting by the way. 

This evening late, by then the chewing flocks 540 

Had ta'en their supper on the savoury herb 

Of knot-grass dew-besprent, and were in fold, 

I sat me down to watch upon a bank 

With ivy canopied, and interwove 

With flaunting honeysuckle, and begftn, 545 

Kapt in a pleasing fit of melancholy, 

To meditate my rural minstrelsy. 

Till fancy had her fill ; but, ere a close. 

The wonted roar was up amidst the woods, 



529. Unmoulding reason' s my mind to. This application of 

mintage, ^c] Removing that the word to music is derived froip 

stamp of reason with which the Virgil, EcL i. 2. 

human countenance is impressed. ^.. . ^ , .., _, 

532. Brow.\ Rise above, over- 

hting. It occurs also in the Lycidas^ 66, 
640. This evening late, rf-c.l 

The word late here means lately, ^^„;Jf**"y "^^^ *^« '^•^^*- 

shortly before this. By then 

means by the time that ; but the Lord Macaulay, in his Hist, of 

object of the preposition by is England, applies the word to 

the whole of the noun sentence Milton himself, as having ' medi- 

following it. Chewing here sig- fated a song so divine and holy, 

nifies ruminating. &c.' 

542. Besprent.'] Sprinkled. 648. Had."] Should have. 8e$ 

647. To meditate.] To devote Note on I. 394. 
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And filled the air with barbarous dissonance ; ftdO 

At which I ceased, and listened them awhile, 

Till an unusual stop of sudden silence 

Gave respite to the drowsy-frighted steeds 

That draw the litter of close-curtained sleep ; 

At last, a soft and solemn-breathing sound 555 

Hose like a steam of rich distilled perfumes. 

And stole upon the air, that even silence 

Was took ere she was ware, and wished she might 

Deny her nature and be never more. 

Still to be so displaced. I was all ear, 560 

And took in strains that might create a soul 

Under the ribs of death : but, O I ere long, 

Too well I did perceive it was the voice 

Of my most honoured lady, your dear sister. 

Amazed I stood, harrowed with grief and fear ; 562^ 

And, O poor hapless nightingale, thought I, 

How sweet thou sing^st, how near the deadly snare I 

Then down the lawns I ran with headlong haste, 

Through paths and turnings often trod by day, 

Till, guided by mine ear, I foimd the place 570 

Where that damned wizard, hid in sly disguise 

(For so by certain signs I knew), had met 

Already, ere my best speed could prevent. 



560. Barharovs dissonance,"] ^ far.] All given to listening. 

Sounds that were rudely discord- All is an a(^*ectiye defining // 

ant with the * rural minstrelsy * and ear is an appositive noun 

of Thyrsis. See Far, Lost^ vii. explaining /. 

30-33. 661. Create a sotd^^c.^lBaT^m' 

663. Drowsy-frighted.'] In a life into the dead, 

fitateof drowsy agitation; frighted 667. Hotff near^ ^c] Being so 

as one who, when drowsy, is dis- near. The construction is : How 

turbed by noise. sweet thou how near the deadly " 

667. Silence was tookf ^c] See snare singest. 

Note on I. 249. 672. By certain signs.] See 

860. StiU.] Always. To be ab- /. 644-6. 
sorbed perpetually in such sounds. 
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The aidless innocent lady, his wished prey ; 

Who gently asked if he had seen such two, 575 

Supposing him some neighbour villager. 

Longer I durst not stay, but soon I guessed 

Ye were the two she meant ; with that I sprung 

Into swift flight, till I had found you here ; 

But farther know I not. 

Sec, Br, O night, and shades ! 580 

How are ye joined with hell in triple knot 
Against the unarmed weakness of one virgin, 
Alone and helpless ! Is this the confidence 
You gave me, brother ? 

El, Br. Yes, and keep it stiU ; 

Lean on it safely ; not a period 585 

Shall be unsaid for me : agains t the threats 
Of ma lice, or of sorcery, or that power 
Which erring meii call chance, this I hold firm: 
Virtue may be assailed, but never hurt, / 
Surprised by unjust force, but not inthralled ; • ^.|90 

Yea, even that which mischief meant most harm . u*' v-^^ 
Shall in the happyjtrial prove most gjo ry ; t-^'^ \ «. "^ ■' -t.^ 
But evU on itself shall back recoil, ' j*"" "^ 

And mix no more with goodness ; when at last. 
Gathered like scum and settled to itself, 5Qft 

It shall be in eternal restless change 
Self-fed and self-consumed : if this fail, 
The pillared firmament is rottenness, 
And earth^s base built on stubble. But come, let's on. 



575. Such two."] Two persons ^c] The notion here expressed 

of some sort. by Milton supposes the universe 

685. Not a period, #c.] Not a to be a temple, of which the fir- 
sentence of what I said shall be mament is the roof and earth the 
unsaid for my part. hase. So in Par, Beg., iv. 465, 

691. Meant] Designed to be. Ab dangenm* to the pillared frame of 

698. The pillared JirmaTnent, Or trtheearth't dark basb underneath. 

c3 
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Against the opposing will and arm of Heaven 600 

May never this just sword be lifted up ; 
But, for that damned magician, let him be girt 
With all the grisly legions that troop 
•/ Under the sooty flag of Acheron, 

Harpies and Hydras, or all the monstrous forms 606 

'Twixt Africa and Ind, I'll find him out. 
And force him to return his purchase back, 
Or drag him by the curL* to a foul death. 
Cursed as his life. 

Spir. Alas ! good venturous youth, 

I love thy courage yet, and bold emprise ; 610 

But here thy sword can do thee little stead ; 
Far other arms and other weapons must 
Be those that quell the might of hellish charms : 
He with his bare wand can unthread thy joints, 
And crumble all thy sinews. 

603. Legions.] Here a tri- which we may add another from 

syllable, in accordance with Latin Henry VIII. ii 4, * Whilst our 

pronunciation. Such words as commission from Kome is read.' 

ocean, conscience, contagion, are In Spenser and Massinger we 

often thus divided in our old have frequently such lines as the 

poetry. But this happens most following: — 

frequently with the termination ^^^ „^^ ^,^ ^^ fhmi d«* f 
'ion, and especially at the end of deck. 

a line, forming there, in heroic ^' ^f ^"^ *«*»'«• «» ^ trmntport 
verse, the fifth foot by means of MsMlnger^a UwnaturaL Combat, L 1. 

two short or unaccented syllables ; Unto her hapj^ manaum attain. 

of which about a dozen instances Sptrmr^B F. q. u. iu. 41. 

occur in Comus. In Shakspeare 606. 'Tunxt Africa and Ind.] 

and Ben Jonson this termination Africa and India, whtan little 

is very rarely substituted as a known, were regarded as the 

trochee for an iambus in the abodes of the strangest creatures, 

middle of a line: Craik, in his *This is stranger than an Afric 

English of Shakspeare {Addi- monster.' Beaumont & Fletchers 

tions, ^'c, p. xxvii.), commenting Scornful Lady, v. 3. Tve been 

on /. 246 of the Julius CcBsar, i' the Indies twice, and have seen 

refers to a single example of this strange things. Fletcher's Bute a 

rarity in Shakspeare : it is in -45 Wife, tj*c., i. 1. 
you like it, il 2, 'With observa- 610. Yet] Nevertheless. Em- 

tion, the which he vents ; ' to prise means enterprise. 
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EL Br. Why, pr'ythee, shepherd, 616 

How durst thou then thyself approach so near 
As to make this relation ? 

Sptr. Care, and utmost shifls, 

How to secure the lady from surprisal, 
Brought to my mind a certain shepherd lad. 
Of small regard to see to, yet well skilled 620 

In every virtuous plant and healing herb 
That spreads her verdant leaf to the morning ray j 
He loved me well, and oft would beg me sing : 
Which wlien I did, he on the tender grass 
Would sit and hearken even to ecstasy ; 625 

And in requital ope his leathern scrip, • 

And shew me simples of a thousand names, 
Telling their strange and vigorous faculties. 
Amongst the rest, a small unsightly root. 
But of divine effect, he culled me out ; 630 

The leaf was darkish, and had prickles on it. 
But in another country, as he said. 
Bore a bright golden flower, but not in this soil : 
Unknown, and like esteemed ; and the dull swain 
Treads on it daily with his clouted shoon : 635 



617. As to make, ^-c] As to 623. Beff me stnff.] See Note 

be able to make this report about on I. 304. 

our sister. Care is anxiety op 634. Like esteenUdA The word 

solicitude. like has reference to the prefix in 

620. To see to."] To outward the word unknovm; as little 

appearance. esteemed as known, that is, un- 

X621. Virtuous."] Potent, pos- esteemed, 

sessing efficacy. So in iZ Ttn- 635. Clouted shoon,'] So in 

seroso, 113, * The virtuous ring.* Shakspeare's 2 Henry VL ir. 3, 

In Spenser's Faerie Queene (II. We wiU not leave one lord, one gentle- 

xii. 26), the pahner has a virtuous spiTione but such as go m cio«ted 

aiaff that calms the sea. In efaoon. 

X Fletcher's Faithftd Shepherdess, Clouted shoes were worn by rus- 

we have the word very frequently tics, and were so called from hav- 

thus used. ing thin plates of iron on the soles. 



X 
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And yet more med'cinal is it tlian that Moly 

That Hermes once to wise Ulysses gave. 

He called it Haemony, and gave it me, 

And bade me keep it as of sovereign use 

'Gainst all enchantments, mildew, blast, or damp^ 64C 

Or ghastly furies' apparition. 

I pursed it up, but little reckoning made, 

Till now that this extremity compelled : 

But now I find it true ; for by this means 

1 knew the foul enchanter though disguised, 645 

Entered the very lime-twigs of his spells. 

And yet came off: if you have this about you 

(As I will give you when we go), you may 

Boldly assault the necromancer's hall ; 

Where if he be, with dauntless hardihood 650 

And brandished blade rush on him ; break his glass, 

And shed the luscious liquor on the ground ; 

But seize his wand ; though he and his cursed crew 

Fierce signs of battle make, and menace high, 

Or like the sons of Vulcan vomit smoke, 656 

Yet will they soon retire if he but shrink. 

EL Br, Thyrsis, lead on apace, I'll follow thee ; 
And some good angel bear a shield before us. 



636. Moly.'] A plant, so called as using Hsemonian plants in hor 

by tile gods, haying a black root magical preparations : — 

?^^^? ^J^'^® ?.^T'' ' ^^^'^'"Sff ' IHic H«monia nmice. in Tulto meeta. 
in The City Madam^ lu. 3, calls Seminaque, et flores, et suoow laooqutt 

it Herme^ Moly, because it was •*"*■• 

given by Mercury to Ulysses, 642. Little reckoning made,'\ 

as an antidote for the poison of Made little account of it ; did not 

Circe. See Homer's Odyas. x. reckon much upon what was said 

306 ; and Ovid's Met. xiv. of it. 

291. 651. Bitah on him.'\ Mercuzy 

638. R(Bmony.'\ That is, Thes- enjoined Ulysses to rush at dice 

salian root ; Hsemonia being an with his sword, as if intending to 

ancient name of Thessaly. Ovid kill her, and foretold that she 

{Met. vii. 264) represents Medea would thus be overcome. 
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The scene changes to a stately palace, set out with all manner of deli" 
ciousness ; soft music; taUes spread with aU dainties, Comus 
appears mth his rabble, and thb Lady set in an enchanted chair, 
to whom he offers his glass, which she puts by, and goes about to rise. 

Comus, Nay, lady, sit ; if I but wave this wand, 
Your nerves are all chained up in alabaster, 660 

And you a statue ; or as Daphne was 
Eoot-bound that fled Apollo. 

Lady. Fool, do not boast ; 

Thou canst not touch the freedom of my mind 
With all thy charms, although this corporal rind 
Thou hast immanacled, while Heaven sees good. 665 

Comus, Why are you vexed, lady ? Why do you frown ? 
Here dwell no frowns, nor anger ; from these gates 
Sorrow flies far : see, here be all the pleasures 
That fancy can beget on youthftd thoughts. 
When the fresh blood grows lively, and returns fO 

Brisk as the April buds in primrose season. 
And first, behold this cordial jidep here. 
That flames and dances in his crystal bounds. 
With spirits of balm and fragrant syrups mixed :— 
Not that Nepenthes, which the wife of Thone 675 



661. Daphne. "] This daughter 
of the river god Peneus, while 
fleeing from Apollo, was by hep 
father transformed into a laurel ; 
hence ApoUo's partiality for the 
laurel wreath. 

672. Jidep.'j A syrup or other 
vehicle in which medicine is ad- 
ministered. 

673. Flames and dances, ^c] 
Sparkles and vibrates within the 
crystal glass. So in the Samson 
Agon. 643, * Nor did the dancing 
ruby, sparkling, out-poured, &c., 
allure thee.' 

675. Nepenthes."] This Greek 
word signifies driving away care. 



Homer in the Odyssey, iv. 219, 
te Is us that Jove-bom Helen 
cast a drug of this name into the 
wine which her husband, Mene- 
laus, and others were dnnking; 
and that drugs of such virtue had 
been given her by Polydamna, 
the wSe of Thone, an ijgyptian. 
Helena was the daughter of 
Jupiter and Leda, and was re- 
nowned for her beauty. See^. 
Spenser's description of Nepenthe X 
in the Faerie Queene, IV. lii 43. 
Thomson in his Castle of Indo* 
Icnce (i 27) has * a fountain of 
Nepenthe.* 



/ 
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In Egypt gave to Jove-bom Helena, 

Is of such power to stir up joy as this, 

To life so friendly, or so cool to thirst. 

Whj fehould you be so cruel to yourself 

And to those dainty li^ibs, which nature lent 680 

For gentle usage and soft delicacy ? 

But you invert the covenants of her trust. 

And harshly deal, like an ill borrower, 

With that which you received on other terms ; 

Scorning the unexempt condition 685 

By which all mortal frailty must subsist, — 

Refreshment afler toil, ease afler pain, — 

That have been tired all day without repast. 

And timely rest have wanted ; but, fair virgin, 

This will restore all soon. 

Lady, 'Twill not, false traitor ! 600 

*Twill not restore the truth and honesty 
That thou hast banished from thy tongue with lies. 
Was this the cottage and the safe abode 
Thou told'st me of? What grim aspects are these. 
These ugly -headed monsters ? Mercy guard me ! 695 

Hence with thy brewed enchantments, foul deceiver ! 
Hast thou betrayed my credulous innocence 
With visored falsehood and base forgery ? 
And wouldst thou seek again to trap me here 
With lickerish baits, fit to ensnare a brute ? 70d- 

Were it a draught for Juno when she banquets, 
I would not taste thy treasonous offer ; none 



683. Harshly deal.'] Namely, 
by refusing the means of restora- 
tion when faint with fatigue and 
£isting. 

688. ThaLl The antecedent of 
this relative is you in I. 682. 

698. Base forgery.'] This re- 
fers to Comus having counter- 
feited the appearance of * a 
harmless villager.' 



700. Lickerish.] Tempting 
the appetite. From the Fr. lecher, 
to lick. 

702. None but such, ^c] This 
thought Milton seems to have 
taken from his favourite poet, 
Euripides, who, in the Hftdea, 
618, says, *the gifts of a bad 
man have no goodness.' • 
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But such as are good men can give good .things ; 

And that which is not good, i s not delicio us 

To a well-governed and wise appetite. 70$ 

Comus, O fQgliahness of men ! that.l^nd their ears 
To those budge doctors of the Stoic fur, 
And fetch their precepts from the Cynic tub, 
Praising the lean and sallow abstinence ! 
Wherefore did nature pour her bounties forth 710 

With such a full and unwithdrawing hand, 
Covering the earth with odours, fruits, and flocks, 
Thronging the seas with spawn innumerable. 
But all to please and sate the curious taste ? 
And set to work millions of spinning worms, 715 

That in their green shops weave the smooth -haired silk, 
To deck her sons ; and, that no comer might 
Be vacant of her plenty, in her own loins 
She hutcht the all- worshipped ore and precious gems, 
To store her children with. If all the world 720 ^ 

Should in a pet of temperance feed on pulse, ^ 6 

Drink the clear stream, and nothing wear but frieze, tj> 
The All-giver would be un thanked, would be unpraised, V 
Not half his riches known, and yet despised ; /" >( t 

And we should serve him as a grudging master, ^ x^"^^* \*^ 
As a penurious niggard of his wealth, "» -^ \. v c 

And live like nature's bastards, not her sons, v.' ,.' ^V ' 

707. Budge."] Austere, surly, sition ; kwucos signifying canine. 
There is, however, an equivocal 714. AUto please.] AUiBBd* 
reference to another meaning of verbial to the verb following, and 
budge, viz., lamb's fur. * The signifies entirely op purely. The 
Stoic fur ' means the gown worn infinitives * to please and sate * 
by professors of the Stoic philo- are adverbial to pour. 

sophy. 715. And set] And she set. 

708. From the Cynic tuh^ Milton sometimes omits the pro- 
That is, from Diogenes the Stoic, nominal subject of a verb, through 
who is said to have lived in a imitation of Latin and Greek. 
tub. The Stoics were called 719. Hutcht^ Laid up as in a 
Cynics from their snarling dispo- hutch or chest. 
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Who would be quite surcharged with her own weight, 

And sti-angled with her waste fertility ; 

The eai*th cumbered, and the winged air darked witb 

plumes, 
The herds would over multitude their lords, 781 

The sea o^eriraught would swell, and the unsought diamoncbi 
Would so imblaze the forehead of the deep. 
And so bestud with stars, that they below 
Would grow inured to light, and come at last 73S 

To gaze upon the sun with shameless brows. 
List, lady, be not coy, and be not cozened 
With that same vaimted name, virginity. 
Beauty is nature^s coin, must not be hoarded. 
But must be current ; and the good thereof " 740 

Consists in mutual and partaken blis9,. 
Unsavoury in the enjoyment of itself; 
If you let slip time, like a neglected rose 
It~ withers on the stalk with languished head. 
Beauty is nature's brag, and must be shewn 745 

In courts, at feasts, and high solemnities, 
Where most may wonder at the workmanship ; 
It is for homely features to keep home, — 
They had their name thence ; coarse complexions 
And cheeks of sorry grain will serve to ply 750 

The sampler, and to tease the housewife's wool. 
What need a vermeil- tinctured lip for that. 
Love-darting eyes, or tresses like the mom ? 
There was another meaning in these gifts ; 754 

Think what, and be advised : you are but young yet. 
Lady, 1 had not thought to have imlocked my lips 
In this imhaUowed air, but that this juggler 



748. Homely features."] So in 765. You are hut young yet,'\ 

ShkkBpeare's Two Gent, of Ve- That is, be advised since you are 

rona, i. 1. not old enough to judge fop your- 

Home-keeping yonth have ever homely self, 
wits. 
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Would think to charm my judgment, as mine ejes,^^ 
Obtruding false rules prankt in reason's garb. 
I hate when vice can bolt her arguments, 
And virtue has no tongue to check her pride. 
' Impostor ! do not charga.most inn ocent nature 
rAs if she woujd.hesr children should be riotous 






7«0 
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With her abundance ; she, good cateress, 
Means her provision only to the good, 
That live according to her sober laws, 
And holy dictate of spare temperance : 
If every just man that now pines with want 
Had but a moderate and beseeming share 
Of that which lewdly-pampered luxury 
Now heaps upon some few with vast excess. 
Nature's full blessings would be well dispensed, \ 
In unsuperfluous even proportion, r 

And she no whit encumbered with her store : 
And then the Giver would be better thanked. 
His praise due paid : for swinish gluttony 
Ne'er looks to Heaven amidst his gorgeous feast, 



765 
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775 



759. Prankt] Decked in a 
Bhowy manner. The word occurs 
with this meaning several times 
in Shakspeare. Spenser uses it 
to denote trimmed. 

Some prankt their rutb, and others trimly 

dight 
Their gay attire. F. Q. I. iii. li. 

Thomson, in his Castle of Indo- 
lence, i 3, says of the wizard's 
dale : - 

Aod there a season atween June and 

May; 
Half-prankt with Spring, with Summer 

half-embrowned, 
A listless climate made. 

Milton had become a modem 
poet when he wrote * Thus Belial, 
with words clothed in reason's 
garb.' Par. Lost, il 226. 



760. Bolt.l^ Choose out. To* 

bolt or hotdt is to sift, separate, 

single out, as the boulting-mill 

separates flour from bran. 

[He] is ill schooled 
In boulted language; meal and bran Uh 

gether 
He throws without distinction. 

Shakesp. Oortoteniw, iii. 1. 
Sure he's gone home; !*▼« beaten all the 

purlieus, 
But cannot bolt him. 

Fletcher, Tk» Chaiieu^ i. 6. 

I do not doubt yet 
To bolt you out; fbr I know certainly 
Ton are about the town stilL 

Do, iii. 4. 

In Shirley's Htmarous Cou/rtier, 

v., there is a play on the word 

bolt, as meaning also an arrow: — 

the Duchess says * We'll s\ft the 

treason,' on which Depazzi says, 

* And let the traitors be bolted. 



\ 
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But, with besotted base ingratitude, 

Crams, and blasphemes his Feeder. Shall I go on ? 

Or have I said enough ? To him that dares 780 

Arm his profane tongue with contemptuous words 

Against the sun- clad power of chastity, 

Fain would I something say ; — ^yet to what end ? 

Thou hast nor ear nor soul to apprehend 

The sublime notion and high mystery 785 

That must be uttered, to unfold the sage * 

And serious doctrine of virginity ; 

And thou art worthy that thou shouldst not know 

More happiness than this thy present lot. 

Epj;>y your dear wit, and gay rhetoric, 790 

That hath so well been taught her dazzling fence ; 

Thou art not fit to hear thyself convinced : 

Yet, should I try, the imcontroUed worth 

Of this pure cause would kindle my rapt spirits 

To such a flame of sacred vehemence, 795 

That dumb things would be moved to sympathise, 

782. Suji-clad.] As the Moon, Milton himself, in his Apology 

the emblem of chastity (see I. for SinectymnuuSy tells ns thf^ 

441), is clothed with light by in his younger days he leomt 

Phoebus, so Spenser, in his Faerie from * lofty feibles and romances * 

Q^eene^ III. vL, representing * what a noble virtue chastity but© 

Giasti^ in the person of Bel- must be, to the defence of which 

phoebe, says, * And Phoebus with so many worthies, by such a 

fair beams did her adorn.' But dear adventure of tiiemselves, 

the epithet here may be intended had sworn ; ' and that ' riper 

to denote a brightness which over- years, and tiie ceaseless round 

powers those who presumptuously of study and reading,' led him 

gaze upon it. Compare /. 425. to appreciate the 'abstracted 

786. The sage and serious doc- sublimities ' of Plato and Xeno- 

trine."] * By studying the reyeries phon on this subject. 

of the Platonic writers,' says 791. Her dazzling fence.'] How 

"Warton, ' Milton contracted a to use, in defence of a bad caufiOi 

theory concerning chastity and such weapons of sophistry as may 

the purity of love, in the contem- dazzle or beguile the unwary, 

plation of which, like other vision- * The hcst fencer in wifs school 

aries, he indulged his imagination hath now and then an unha; 

with ideal refinements, and with blow dealt him.' Fuller's 

pleasing but unmeaning notions War^ ii. 24. 
of excellence and perfection.' 
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And the brute earth would lead her nerves, and shake, 
Till all thy magic structures, re^ed so high, 
Were shattered into heaps o'er thy false head. 

Comus, She fables not ; I feel that I do fear 800 

Her words set off by some superior power ; 
And though not mortal, yet a cold shuddering dew 
Dips me all o'er, as when the wrath of Jove 
Speaks thunder and the chains of Erebus 
To some of Saturn's crew. 1 must dissemble, 805 

And try her yet more strongly. — Come, no more ; 
This is mere moral babbe, and direct 
Against the canon-laws of our foundation ; 
I must not suffer this ; yet 'tis but the lees 
And settlings of a melancholy blood ; 810 

But this will cure all straight ; one sip of this 
Will bathe the drooping spirits in delight. 
Beyond the bliss of dreams. ~ Be wise, and taste. 

The Brothees rush in with swords drawn^ wrest his glass out of his 
handf and break it against the ground : his rout make sign of r«- 
sistance ; hut all are driven in. The Attendant Spmrr comes «n. 

Spirit, What, have you let the false enchanter 'scape ? 
ye mistook, ye should have snatched his wand, 813 

And bound him fast ; without his rod reversed. 



797. The brute earth, ^c] The posed to be formed by the varied 

senseless earth would lend the intermixture of four humours in 

help of her nerves. Milton had the body, viz., blood, phlegm, 

here in mind the bruta tellus of choler, and melancholy. The 

Horace, Od. I. xxxiv. 11. literal meaning of mdaneholy is 

805. Some of Saturn's crew."] black bile^ and melancholy and 

The Titans who warred against hypochondria were supposed to 

the gods, and whom Jupiter with proceed from a predominance of 

his thunder drove down to Erebus, black bile. In the Sampson Agon, 

the gloomiest region of the in- 599, the poet speaks of sugges- 

femal world. Speaks signifies tions proceeding from * humours 

denounces. black that mingle with the^ 

808. Foundation,"] Establish- fancy.* 

ment, institution. 816. Bod reversed^ ^c,"] Ovid 

810. Melancholy blood."] The describes Circe as working a 

human temperament was sup- counter-charm by reversing her 
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And backward mutters of disseyering power, 
\^ej»miot free the lady that sits here 
In stony fetters fixed and motionless : 
Yet stay, be not disturbed ; now I bethink me^ 8S0 

Some other means I have which may be used, 
Which once of Meliboeus old I learnt, 
The soothest shepherd that e'er piped on plains. 
There is a gentle nymph not far from hence, 
That with moist curb sways the smooth Severn streanii 
Sabrina is her name, a virgin pure ; 826 

Whilom she was the daughter of Locrine, 
That had the sceptre from his father Brute. 
The guiltless damsel, flying the mad pursuit 
Of her enraged stepdame Guendolen, 830 

Commended her fair innocence to the flood 
That staid her flight with his cross-flowing course. 
The water-nymphs, that in the bottom played. 
Held up their pearled wi'ists, and took her in. 
Bearing her straight to aged Nereus' hall ; 835 

Who, piteous of her woes, reared her lank head, 
And gave her to his daughters to imbathe 
In nectared lavers, strewed with asphodel. 
And through the porch and inlet of each sense 
Dropt in ambrosial oils, till she revived, 840 

And underwent a quick immortal change. 



wand and the words she had for- stream by his indignant queen / 

merly pronounced: — Guendolen. 8ee Spenser^s Faery Q^ 

Percutimurque caput convenoe rerbere Queen, II. X. 19. 

xt^°*^\ax ♦ ^'^' ^ • w. SZ7. His daughters.'] Nereus, 

Met. xiv. 800. an ancient god of the sea, was 

823. Soothesf] Truest, most attended by a numerous band of 

truthfiil or faithfuL daughters called the Nereids, the 

826. Sabrina.] This is the mostnotedof whom were Amphi- 

Latin name of the Severn, de- trite and Thetis ; the former of 

rived, as was supposed, from these became the wife of Nep- 

Sabrina, who was daughter of tune, and the latter the mother 

King Locrine and his paramour of Achilles. 

Estnldis, and was cast into this - 



coMirs. 
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Made goddess of the river : still she retains 

Her maiden gentleness, and oft at eve 

Visits the herds along the twilight meadows. 

Helping all urchin blasts, and ill-luck signs 

That the shrewd meddling elf delights to make. 

Which she with precious vialled liquors heals : 

For which the shepherds at their festivals 

Carol her goodness loud in rustic lays, 

And throw sweet garland wreaths into her stream, 

Of pansies, pinks, and gaudy daffodils. 

And, as the old swain said, she can imlock 

The clasping charm, and thaw the nununing spell, 

If she be right invoked in warbled song : 

For maidenhood she loves, and will be swift ) 

To aid a virgin, such as was herself, 

In hard-besetting need ; this will I try. 

And add the power of some adjuring verse. 



845 



850 



855 



SONG. 



Sabrina fair. 

Listen where thou art sitting 
Under the glassy, cool, translucent wave. 

In twisted braids of liHes knitting 
The loose train of thy amber-dropping hair ; 

Listen for dear honour^s sake. 

Goddess of the silver lake, 
Listen and save 1 



860 



865 



845. Helping all urchin blasts.'] 
Eemedying all elf-blasts, all evil 
infection brought upon plants or 
animals by the spirits called 
urcliins ; whom Keightly, in his 
Fairy Mythology^ conjectures to 
be the same as the Scandinairian 
duerga or dwarf spirits. The 
name urchin^ as here used, has 
probably no reference to the 
hedge-hog, although that animal 
shared with toads, bats, &c., the 



odious repute of being sometimes 
a medium of sorceij with witches. 
In Lylie's Maid^ Metamorphosia 
ii. the fairies sing, 'As we dance 
the dew doth £ei11. Trip it, little 
urchins all.' In Shakspeare*s 
Merry Wives, iv. 4, Mrs. Page 
speaks of dressing children, * like 
urchins, ouphes [t. «., elves] and 
fairies.' 
852. The .old 9vmtL\ Meli* 

IXBUS, 
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Listen, and appear to us, 
In name of great Oceanus ; 
By the earth-shaking Neptune's mace. 
And Tethys' grave majestic pace ; 
By hoary Nereus' wrinkled look, 
And the Carpathian wizard's hook ; 
By scaly Triton's winding shell. 
And old sooth-saying Glaucus' spell ; 
By Leucothea's lovely hands. 
And her son that rules the strands ; 
By Thetis' tinsel-slippered feet, 
And the songs of Sirens sweet ; 
By dead Parthenope's dear tomb. 
And fair Ligea's golden comb, 



870 



875 



680 



869. Mace,] Trident Earth- 
shaking is an Homeric epithet of 
Neptune, who was the supposed 
author of earthquakes. 

870. Tetht/s.] A very ancient 
divinity, whom Ovid calls the 
hoary Tethys, and represents as 
l)eing, along with her husband, 
the aged Oceanus, held in great 
veneration by other deities. See 
Met, ii. 509. 

872. Wizard.] Prophet This 
was Proteus, who usually resided 
in the Carpathian Sea, a part of 
the Mediterranean near Crete, 
and had the care of Neptune's 
phocse or sea-calves, an employ- 
ment to which Milton refers by 
the pastoral hook. See Virgil's 
Georg. iv. 387. 

873. Winding shell.] Trum- 
pet. Triton was the trumpeter 
of Neptune. 

875. Leucoihea^ Ino threw 
herself into the sea with her son 
Melicerta, when madly pursued 
by her husband Athamas. Nep- 



tune having then changed Ino 
and her son into sea deities, 
the latter was supposed to have 
received special power to save 
shipwrecked mariners, and their 
names were changed to Leuco- 
thca and PortumnusorPalsmon. 
See Ovid's Fasti, vi. 545, and 
Met. iv. 538. 

877. Thetis^ One of the 
Nereids whom Milton calls tinsel- 
slippered, as Homer calls her 
silver-footed. And here, it should 
be observed that tinsel^ fix>m the 
French etincellef was employed 
by Milton to denote sparkling or 
glistening, without reference to 
what is now the chief import of 
the word. See Trench's EiwNah 
Past and Present, p. 130. tar- 
thenope and Ligea, afterwards 
mentioned, were two of the Sirens 
— the tomb of the former was at 
Naples, the latter is represented 
by Milton in the usual attitude 
of a mermaid. 
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Wherewith she sits on diamond rocks, 

Sleeking her soft alluring locks ; 

By all the nymphs that nightly dance 

Upon thy streams with wily glance ; 

llise, rise, and heave thy rosy head, 885 

From thy coral-paven bed, 

And bridle in thy headlong wave, 

Till thou our summons answered have. 

Listen and save ! 

Sabbina riscs^ attended hy Water-l^ymphSf and sings. 

By the rushy-fringed bank, 890 

Where grow the willow and the osier dank, 

My sliding chariot stays, 
Thick set with agate, and the azure sheen 
Of turkois blue, and emerald green. 

That in the channel strays ; 896 

Whilst from off the waters fleet 
Thus I set my printless feet 
O'er the cowslip's velvet head. 

That bends not as I tread ; 
Gentle swain, at thy request, 900 

I am here. 

Spir. Goddess dear, 
We implore thy powerful hand 
To undo the chai-med band 



894. Turkis.'] The turkois, outstripped the wind, and who 

or turquoise, is a Persian gem of could skim over the standing com 

a bluish-green colour. without depressing thastalks, and 

899. That bends not^ ^c."] Pro- over the surface of the sea with 

spero, in Shakspeare's Tempest, undipping foot. In allusion to 

V. 1, speaks of the * printless foot* the passage in Virgil, Pope both 

of elves sporting on the sand. But commends and imitates the rapi- 

the notion of the imbending cow- dity of the poet's language, 
slip was probably denYed from when iwift Camnia ■conn the pUf« 

Virsril's description of the Volscian Jf*'e« ®*«'' *^« uabending oom Md lUnia 
/A fi '^^ t. • -A along the main. 

Queen Camilla, who in swiltness i^my on CHUdtai, WL 
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Of true virgin here distressed, 90S 

Through the force and through the wi^iQ 
Of unblessed enchanter vile. 

Sabr. Shepherd, 'tis my office best 
To help ensnared chastity : 

Brightest lady, look on me ; 910 

Thus I sprinkle on thy breast 
Drops, that from my fountain pure 
I have kept, of precious cure ;. 
Thrice upon thy finger's tip. 

Thrice upon thy rubied lip : 919 

Next this marble venomcd seat, 
Smeared with gums of glutinous heat, 
I touch with chaste palms moist and cold : 
Now the spell hath lost his hold ; 
And I must haste, ere morning hour, 990 

To wait in Amphitrite's bower. 

Sabbina descends^ and The Ladt rises out qf her s§at, 

Spir, Virgin, daughter of Locriney 
Sprung of old Anchises' line, / 

May thy brimmed waves, for thiS| 
Their full tribute never miss 9S6 

From a thousand petty rills 
That tumble down the snowy hills :■ 
Summer drought, or singed air. 
Never scorch thy tresses fair, 

Nor wet October's torrent flood 990 

Thy molten crystal fill with mud ; 

913. Of preciotts cure."] Here was father of Aflcaninis^ and 

cure denotes curative efficacy. Sylvius, son of Ascanins^ was 

The literal construction is — ^Drops father of the Trojan Bratus, and 

of precious cure, from my pure Brutus was father of Locrine. 
fountain, that I have kept. 92i, Brimmed,'] Enclosed within 

923. Of old Anchises' line."] banks. 
Because ^Eneas, son of Anchises, 
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May thy billows roll ashore 

The beryl and the golden ore ; 

May thy lofty head be crowned 

With many a tower and terrace round, 

And here and there thy banks upon 

With groves of myrrh and cinnamon. . 

Come, lady, while Heaven lends us grace 
Let us fly this cursed place, 
Lest the sorcerer us entice 
With some other new device. 
Not a waste or needless sound, •* 
Till we come to holier ground ; 
I shall be your faithful guide 
Through this gloomy covert wide ; 
And not many fiirlongs thence 
Is your father's residence, 
Where this night are met in state. 
Many a friend to gratulate 
His wished presence ; and, beside, 
All the swains that near abide 
With jigs and rural dance resort ; 
We shall catch them at their sport. 
And our sudden coming there 
Will double all their mirth and cheer : 



935 



940 



945 



950 



955 



937. With groves.] That is, 
and may thy lofty head be 
crowned with groves of myrrh 
and cinnamon here and there 
[growing] upon thy banks. The 
groves that crown the banks are 
supposed to transfer honoiir to 
Sabrina, and to contribute to the 
dignity of her crown; but they 
may also be imderstood as more 
literally crowning the stream by 
overshadowing it. So Spenser in 
the Faerie Queene : 



Bnt nymphs and fairies by the banks did sit 
In the wood's shade which did the waters 
crown. VL x. 7. 

Through many woods and shady coverts 

flows. 
That on each side her silver channel 

crown. VI. vi. 41. 

942. Not a waste, ^c] Let us 
not have any needless or useless 
talk. 

948. Are met] This should 
be is met, to agree with the subject 
m^ny a friend, 

950. And beside.] And arotmd, 
orclose to, his residence. 
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Come, let us haste, the stars grow high^ 
But night sits monarch yet in the mid skj. 



The Scene changes, presenting Ludhw town and the Presidenfs 
Castle ; then come in Country Dancers; after them Thb Attbxd- 
ANT Sfibtt, with the Two Bbothsbs and The Ladt. 



soxo. 



Spir. Back, shepherds, back ; enough your ^j, 
Till next sun-shine hoKday : 

Here be, without duck or nod, 960 

Other trippings to be trod 
Of lighter toes, and such court guise 
As Mercury did first devise, 
With the mincing Dryades, 
On the lawns, and on the leas. 965 



966. The stars grow high."] 
The stars appear to be higher or 
more distant at the approach of 
morning. 

967. Night sits, ^c] That is, 
it is not yet past the time of mid- 
night. 

968. Enough your play."] 
There has been enough of your 
dancing, &c., which must now 
pive place to another kind of 
dancing. 

959. Sun-shine holiday.'] The 
same expression occurs in L Alle- 
gro, 98. 

960. Without duck or nod."] 
Without such forms of obeisance 
as those of shepherds and ser- 
vants ; for now were the young 
lady and her brothers come * to 
tritimph in victorious dance.' 

\, 960. Of such court guise] Of 
''^such court fashion, or refined 

style. Spenser has 'courtly guise.' 

—F. Q. I. iv. 14. 



963. Mercury did first devise.] 
Mercury, among the heathen 
deities, was the representative of 
agility and gwiftness; and he 
was the first civiliser of human 
manners. See Horace, Od, I. x. 
1-4 ; and compare Horace's 
decora paksstra with Virgil's 
agrcsti pakestra, in the Georg, 
ii. 631. 

964. The Mincing Dryades.] 
The Dryades were wood-nymphs, 
so called from the Greek word for 
an oak. Ovid, Met. viiL 746, 
represents them as often dancing 
imder an aged oak : 



88Bp« Bub hAo 
choreaf. 



Dryadei festM duxero 



The word mincing denotes trip- 
ping lightly and delicately, with 
short steps. Hence in Shakspeare, 
Merch. Ven. iii. 4 : 

Turn two minoliig Btepf into a manly 

stride. 

See Isaiah, iii. 16. 
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I%is second Song presents them to their Father and Mother, 

Noble lord, and lady bright, 
I have brought ye new delight ; 
Here behold so goodly grown 

Three fair branches of your own ; , ^ 

Heaven hath timely tried their youth, 970 

Their faith, their patience, and their truth ; 
And sent them here, through hard assays, 
With a crown of deathless praise, 
To triumph in victorious dance 
0*er sensual folly and intemperance. 975 

The Dances being ended. The Spmrr epiloguizes, 

Spir. To the ocean now I fly, 
And those happy climes that lie 
Where day never shuts his eye. 
Up in the broad fields of the sky ; 
There I suck the liquid air 980 

All amidst the gardens fair 
Of Hesperus, and his daughters three 
That sing about the golden tree : » 
Along the crisped shades and bowers 
Revels the spruce and jocund Spring; 985 

The Graces and the rosy-bosomed Hours 
Thither all their bounties bring ; 
There eternal Summer dwells. 
And west- winds, with musky wing. 
About the cedam alleys fling 990 



979. Broad fields, ^c] Com- 990. Cedam alleysA So in 

pare /. 4. Virgil has * Aeris in Fuller's Holy and Profane State, 

campis latis.' JEn. vi. 888. i. 5 : * Sallats are made of elder^i 

981. AIL] Adverbial to the buds/ The final % op «n, in such 

preposition phrase following. words as oaken, golden, leathern, 

984. Crisped,] With curled is probably the old genitive suffix, 

leaves. denoting qf. 

d2 
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Nard and cassia^s balmy smells. 

Iris there with humid bow 

Waters the odorous banks, that blow - 

Flowers of more mingled hue 

Than her purfled scarf can shew ; . 9M 

And drenches with Elysian dew 

(List, mortals, if your ears be true,) 

Beds of hyacinth and roses, 

"Where young Adonis oft reposes, 

Waxing well of his deep woimd 1000 

In slumber soft, and on the ground 

Sadly sits the Assyrian queen : 

But, far above in spangled sheen, 

Celestial Cupid, her famed son, advanced, 

Holds his dear Psyche sweet entranced, 1005 

After her wandering labours long, 

Till free consent the gods among 

Make her his eternal bride. 

And from her fair imspotted side 



993. Blow.l Here employed memoration days, one of laDDaen- 

causatively, like descry in /. 141. tation followed by one of r^oidng; 

995. PurfledJ] Embroidered. The ' gardens feigned of revived 

From the Fr. pourJUer. So in Adonis' (Par. Zo«^, ix. 439) were 

. . Spenser's F, Q, celebrated for their beauly imd 

A A goodly lady, dothedln Mfirlet red, fruitfulness ; 

Purfled with gold and pearl of rich Thy promleet are like Adonii* gaident, 

a»»»7- !• "• !*• That one day bloomed, and fnatfnl WM 



the next. 
997. If your ears be true.\ Shakap. l Kiag Hennt VI, L t. 

The spirit here proceeding to Milton calls Venus the Assyrian 

refer to the love of Venus and Queen, because she was first 

Adonis, wishes to be listened to worshipped in Assyria, 
with chaste ears. 1004. Advanced.] A participle: 

1000. Waxing well, ^c] The Cupid advanced far above, &c. 
"beautiful youth Adonis, while 1005. l^sychej] The beantifuL 

hunting in Lebanon, was wounded Psyche, after many severe trials 

to death by a boar, and was much imposed on her by Venus, who 

lamented by the goddess Venus, for a long time disapproved the 

He was supposed to be annually attachment that had been formed 

wounded, and again restored to between Cupid and Psyche, was 

life, and had therefore two com- at last received into favour b^ the- 
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Two blissful twins are to be bom, 1010 

Youth and Joy : so Jove hath sworn. 

But, now my task is smoothly done, 
I can fly, or I can run. 
Quickly to the green earth's end. 
Where the bowed welkin slow doth bend ; 1015 

And firom thence can soar as soon 
To the corners of the moon. 

Mortals that would follow me, 
Love virtue : she alone is free : . 
She can teach ye how to climb ' 1020 

Higher than the sphery chime ; 
Or if virtue feeble were, 
Heaven itself would stoop to her.* 



goddess, and, with Jove's sanction, * It should hare been remarked 

made one of heaven's divinities, tinder I. 58, that the name of this 

Her stoiy was meant to repre- Hasque is a Greek word, KwfMos, 

sent the sonl (which her name signifying revelry, or the presiding 

denotes) purified by earthly trials, genius of mirth ; whence the co- 

and disciplined for the enjoyment mus song of the Greeks called 

of heaven. Comcedia or Comedy. 

1012. Now my task, ^cl\ Now Ben Jonson in one of his 

that my task is ended by all Masques introduces ' Comus the 

things being smoothly settled. god of cheer ' ; and the same per- 

1015. Bowed welkin^ S^c^ The Bonification occurs in his Forest^ 

arched sky is here supposed to 3. In Massinger's City Madg,7n^ 

be so nearly approached, that its iv. 2, Tradewell says, ' The god 

bending is scarcely perceived. of pleasure, ISfaster Luke, our 

1020. The sfph&ry chime,] The Comus, enters.' 
stany choir; the sounding spheres. 



/ 
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L'ALLEGRO. 



Hence, loathed Melancholj, 
Of Cerberus and blackest midniglit bom 
In Stygian cave forlorn, 

'Mongst horrid shapes, and shrieks, and sights unholy I 
Find out some uncouth cell, 5 

Where brooding Darkness spreads his jealous wings. 
And the night-raven sings : 

There under ebon shades, and low-browed rocks, 
As ragged as thy locks. 

In dark Cimmerian desert ever d\ ell. 10 



Line 2. Of Cerberus^ ^c] Iquwatem oculoi, nexis odamanteca- 

Melancholy might have been rberon abatraxit. ife«.vU. 4ii. 

imagined the offspring of Erebus, ,^ j^ Stygian cave,] That is, 

the legitimate husband of Night; j^ ^^ ^^^ ^ Stygian 

and Dr. Newton conjectured that ^^^ '^ *'*' 

Milton chose Cerberus iif order q His Jealous wings.-] Daik- 

to imply something cynic^, a^ ^^^^ -^ properly associated 

well as monstrous Mid unnatuml, ^^^ jealousy or suspicioi / but jk 

in the disposition of Melancholy. ^ improper to suppose thkt there 

But we have no doubt that our jg here an allusion to the watch- 

poet's faTounte Oyid suggested f^^^^ ^f brooding fowl; the 

to him the hght-lmUmi Cerberus. ^^^^^^ ^eing masculine. , 

The tnple-headed monster, when jq dinmerian fesert] The 

dragged by Hercules from the adjective here ha / reference to 

Stygian realm up into the earth s ^j^;^ mythical Cimiierii of Homer. 

atmosphere strove to avert his ^^^ ^^^^ supposed to dwell on 

eyes from the offensive radiance ^^^ western Ihnits of the world, 

^^ ^*y • in a region of perpetutvfl! mist and 

Kestantem, contraque diem radiosque ^orkness 
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But come, thou goddess £dr and fireOi 
In heaven yclept Euphrosyne, 
And by men, heart-easing Mirth ; 
Whom lovely Venus, at a birth 
With two sister Graces more, 15 

To ivy-crowned Bacchus bore : 
Or whether (as some sager sing) 
The frolic wind that breathes the spring, 
Zephyr with Aurora playing, 

As he met her once a-Maying, 20 

There on beds of violets blue, 
And fresh-blown roses washed in dew. 
Filled her with thee a daughter fair, 
So buxom, blithe, and debonair. 



12. Ett^hrosyne,"] This Greek surmounted with a star' We 

name signifies hilarity or mirth, think that if ypointed is the tme 

It was not xmnsual for a divinity reading, the meaning may still 

to have one name in heaven, and be JuLving itspoiTU directed to the 

another among mortals. Euphro- stars. 

syne was one of the three Graces, 17. As some sager sing,'] As 

the others being Aglaia and some more wisely celebrate thee. 

Thalia. Milton is not here quoting from 

Ycleptf that is, dept, or called ; classical mythology, but ezpowss- 

the old English prefix y being a ins in mythological manner the 

substitute for the Anglo-Saxon opinion Uiat mirth, instead of 

ge. In Milton we have perhaps being produced by Bacchud and 

only two instances of this form of Venus, that is, by wine and love, 

the perfect participle, viz., that is more wisely regarded as oiigi- 

which occurs here, and the ex- nating in such pleasure as that of 

pression ^chained, in his Ode on the May morning, when the 

the N\ ')ity, 155. In his Epitajph young go forth to welcome the 

on Skukspeare the expression, * a return of spring, and to make 

star-ypointing pyramid' is a preparation for the May-day 

license not well warranted, for pastimes. The Graces were 

the sjilabic augment was scarcely usually reputed the daughters of 

ever prefixetdi to the present par- Jupiter and Eurynome ; but it 

ticiplA. Dr. ^mith, in his edition suited Milton's subject to make 

of Marsh's Lectures on the Eng, Euphrosyne the offspring either 

Lang., Kote, p. 232, says : * it is of Bacchus and Venus, or of 

possible that Milton wrote 2iephyru8 and Aurora. 

t/pointeJ^ in which case the 24. Buxom, blithe, ^c] — The 

meaning /would be pointed^ or word buxom, from the German 
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Haste thee, nymph, and bring with thee 25 

Jest and youthful Jollity ; 
Quips, and cranks, and wanton wiles ; 
Nods, and becks, and wreathed smiles, 
Such as hang on Hebe's cheek, 

And love to live in dimple sleek ; 30 

Sport that wrinkled Care derides, 
And Laughter holding both his sides. 
Come, and trip it, as you go, 
On the light fantastic toe ; 

And in thy right hand lead with thee 35 

The mountain nymph, sweet Liberty ; 
And, if I give thee honour due. 
Mirth, admit me of thy crew. 



bettgsamj originally signified *How liked you my quip to 
pliable^ yielding, compliant', and Hedon about the garter? was't 
such perhaps maybe its signifl- not witty?' — Ben Jonson's 
cation here, although Trench CynthicSs Bevels, ii. 4. 
(Select Glossary) thinks Milton's * [Men] able to show us the 
joining of buxom with bliths and ways of the Lord straight and 
debonair an evidence that the faithful as they are, not full of 
meaning common in earlier cranks and contradictions.* — Mil- 
writers had passed away. Debo- ton's Address to Parliament on 
tiair means gentle; and buxom ihe Doctrine, ^c. of Divorce, 
and blithe are associated epithets 28. WreatThedJl Curled ; form- 
in Shakspeare's Pericles, i. 1, ing wreaths on the face, 
where Gower says : 30. In dimple sleek.'] So, in 

\NTio died, and left a female heir Fletcher's Faithful Shepherdess, 

So buxom, blithe, and fUll of ftce. j^ . , ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ Ijgg matching 

* The buxom air,' that is, the in those dimples, to beguile the 

yielding air, occiub oftener than easy soul.* 

once in Spenser, and Milton twice 31. That wrinkledcare derides.'] 

uses that phrase in his Far. Lost, That derides or sets at nought 

27. Quips and cranks.] A -wrinkled Care. So in Phineiis 

quip is a satirical joke ; cranks, Fletcher's Purple Island, iv. : 

literally, crooks or windings, here Here Bportful Laughter dwells, here ever 

means merry quibbles. Dei-^ iam,w. Orirf* «^ wrtoki.* 

'The pretty quips and girds care. 

they gave to others were of no 37^ If I give thee, #(?.] If the 

less force than the shaJT)est words pleasures f have to propose are 

and admomtions. —North s Plu- Wronised by- thee, 

tarch, Lycurgvs. '^ 
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To live with her, and live with thee. 

In iinreproved pleasures free : iO 

To hear the lark b^in his flight, 

And singmg startle the duU night, 

From his watch-tower in the skies^ 

Till the dappled dawn doth rise ; 

Then to come, in spite of sorrow, 45 

And at my window bid good-morrow 

Through the sweet-briar, or the vine, 

Or the twisted eglantine : 

While the cock, with lively din, 

Scatters the rear of darkness thin, 50 

And to the stack, or the barn-door, 

Stoutly struts his dames before : 

Oft listening how the hounds and horn 

Cheerly rouse the slumbering mom. 

From the side of some hoar hill 65 

Through the high wood echoing shrill ; 

Some time walking, not unseen. 

By hedge-row elms on hillocks green, 

Right against the eastern gate 

Where the great sun begins his state, 60 

Bobed in flames and amber light. 

The clouds in thousand liveries dight ; 



41. To hear the lark, ^c] perly the sweet-brier; Milton 

The poet here begins to propose meant the honey-suckle, 

to Mirth such unreprovedf that is, 60. Scatters the rear, ^c] 

innocent, pleasures as hd would Dispels the lingering dimness, 

like to enjoy. The lark soaring 57. SoTne time walking, ^c] 

to Heaven's gate to salute the Sometimes walking, not in gloomy 

approaching mom, is a favourite solitude, but^ as the poem pre- 

thought with the poets. Compare sently tells us, in open sunshme, 

Paradise Regained, ii 289. and where the ploughman, the 

45. l%en to come, ^c] That milkmaid, &c., are about, 
is, the lark, when dawn arises, 61. Amber Ught,"] Amber co- 
being then to come, deriding, or loured light, 
defying, sorrow. 62. Dight.] Dressed. The 

48. Eglantine.] This is pro- clouds are said to be dressed in 
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While the ploughman near at hand 

Whistles o'er the ftirrowed land, 

And the milkmaid singeth blithe, 65 

And the mower whets his scythe, 

And every shepherd tells his tale 

Under the hawthorn in the dale. 

Straight mine eye hath caught new pleasures, 
While the landscape round it measures : 70 

Russet lawns and fallows gray, 
Where the nibbling flocks do stray ; 
Mountains, on whose barren breast 
The labouring clouds do often rest ; 
Meadows trim with daisies pied, 75 

Shallow brooks and rivers wide ; 
Towers and battlements it sees 
Bosomed high in tufted trees. 
Where perhaps some beauty lies. 
The Cynosure of neighbouring eyes. 80 

Hard by, a cottage chimney smokes 
From betwixt two aged oaks. 
Where Cory don and Thyrsis met 
Are at their savoury dinner set. 
Of herbs and other country messes, 85 

Which the neat-handed Phyllis dresses ; 
And then in haste her bower she leaves, 
With Thestylis to bind the sheaves. 



liveries, as if attending the king 80. The Cynosure.'] The lode- 

of day at his coming forth in star or pole-star. See Note on 

state procession from the eastern /. 341, of the Cd^tts, 

gate. 83. Corydon and Thyrsta,"] 

67. Tells his tale.'] This has These are names of rustic swains; 

been supposed to mean tells the and Phyllis and Thestylis after- 

number of his flock, counts his wards occurring, names of rustic 

sheep ; which seems an explana- maids ; all borrowed from Vir- 

tion much more appropriate to gil's 2nd and 7th Eclogues, 
the occasion than tells his story. 
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Or if the earlier season lead 

To the tanned haycock in the mead. 90 

Sometimes with secure delight 
The upland hamlets will invite, 
When the merry bells ring round, 
And the jocund rebecks sound 

To many a youth and many a maid 96 

Dancing in the checkered shade ; 
And young and old come forth to play 
On a sunshine holyday, 
Till the live-long daylight fail. 

Then to the spicy nut-brown ale, 100 

With stories told of many a feat, 
How fairy Mab the junkets eat ; 

89. Or if the earlier season, ^'C. ] The green leavei qulrer vith tbe eoolnig 

Here is an example of the per- And make a chequered ihadow on the 

plexed syntax too frequent in ground. 

Milton. The conjunction or eon- Cowper, in The Task, Bk, /., has 

nects the verb leaves with two the following lively description : 

dissimilar adverbial clauses, one ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ,^, ^^ ^ ^ 

of purpose, another of concession. flood 

Phyllis leaves her bower in order ^•"^j'^'Jjf ^^ *^® '^"*- ^ "portive it the 

to bind the harvest sheaves, or Shot through the bougha, it dances a* they 

she leaves it if the earlier ^ season 8h.^or.i,d.un.hine intermingling qukk. 
lead to the hay-stack m the And darkening and enlightening, as the 

Tn pji/i cwff leaves 

meoAiuw. ,,.,., mt J Play wanton, every moment, everyspot. 

91. Secure dehght] The word 

secure here means setting care 98. A sunshine holiday.'] See 

aside; the poet being about to Comus, I. 959. 

describe tlie festivities of * a sun- 99. Live-long,'\ Long lasting, 

sliine holiday,* probably those of 100. Then to.] Then we come 

the harvest-home. to. 

94. Bebecks,] The rebeck was 102. How fairy Mah, ^o^ 
a sort of fiddle with three strings, Called by Shakspeare * Queen 
played on with a bow, and adap- Mab ' {Bom. Sf Jul. i. 4), and in 
ted chiefly for jocund or merry UenJonson's/Sailyr, 'the mistress- 
music ; hence Drayton, Eclog, i&Qrj.* 
He turned his rebeck to a mournful Junkcts, or juncates, denoted 

note. cream-cheese and other delicacies 

96. Chequered shudi:] Shaks- that were wrapped in coveringB 

peare in Titu^ Andronicus, ii. 4, made of rusJies when sent to 

says : market. The Italian word giuri' 
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SHe was pincHed and pulled, she said ; 

And he, by friar's lantern led, 

TeUs how the drudging goblin sweat 105 

To earn hia cream-bowl duly set. 



cata^ literally meaning covered fairy-kinff, as beii^ sometimefl 

with rushes, also signifies cream' called Lob andLob^-b^-the-Jire; 

cheese. (Lat JuTwits, ItaL giunco, the word lob signifying down or 

a rush.) fboL From lob is derived lubber ^ 

And bear with you both wine and jun- the epithet USed bv Milton in 

cates fit. 7 1 1 A 

And bid him eat. *• ^^^' 

Spenier'i F. Q. V. iv. 49. Burton, in his Anatomy i,f 

103. She was pinched, ^c] Melancholy , i. 2, speaking of 

One of the wenches told how she fairies, says: *A bigger kind there 

was pinched by the fairies; and is of them, called with us Hob- 

then one of the swains, having goblins and Robin Goodfellows, 

told how he had been drawn out that would, in those superstitious 

of his way by Friar Rush's Ian- times, grind com for a mess of 

tern, goes on to tell, &c. milk, cut wood, or do any manner 

Keightley, in his Fairy Mytho- of drudgery work.' 
^QVi P- 347, says of the phrase Harsenet, in his Declaration, 
* friar's lantern,' 'This is a pal- ch. 20, says: *And if that the 
pable mistake of the poet's. The bowl of curds and cream were 
Friar is the celebrated Friar not duly set out iot Robin Good- 
Rush, who haunted houses, not fellow, the friar^ and Sisso the 
fields, and was never the same dairy-maid, why, then either the 
with Jack-o*-the-Lanthom. It pottage was burned the next day 
Was probably the name Rush, in the pot, or the cheeses would 
which suggested rushlight, that not curdle, or the butter would 
caused Milton's error.' Keightley not come, or the ale in the fat 
refers to a similar error in Sir never would have good head.* 
Walter Scott's Marmion, See, In Shakspeare's Mids. Nighfs 
in the next Note, a quotation Dream, ii. 1, a fairy says to Puck: 

from Harsenet, with which Either I mi.take your duipe «d nutkfag 

Keightley compares this part of quite, 

VAllearo Orelte you are that ihrewd and knaviah 

TIT *2» 1- -I -I sprite 

JVlany oi the old poets refer to Called Robin Goodfellow. Are you ttot 

the circumstance of fairies pinch- ThS fright, the maiden, of the villagery. 

lUg sluttish maids. Slcima millc, and sometimes labonrs in the 

105. The drudging goblin. ] AnS^Ses. make, the breathles. hou«- 

1 ne word goblin is derived from ^'fe churn, 

kobold, the German name of a ^^o'SUmf" "^*" the drink to bear 

house-haunting spirit. Misleads night wanderer., laughing at 

♦The drudging goblin' here ThSlthi? Hobgoblin call you and .week 

mentioned is Puck, or Robin ^ucit. 

Goodfellow. Shakspeare makes ^^JoS iS^f ''^'^» "^ "^^^ ^^ ^^ 
him clown or jester to Oberon the 
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When in one night, ere glimpse of mom^ 
His shadowy flail hath threshed the com, 
That ten day-labourers could not end ; 
Then lies him down the lubber fiend| 
And, stretched out all the chimney's length, 
Basks at the fire his hairy strength ; 
And crop-full out of door he flings, 
Ere the first cock his matin rings. 
Thus done the tales, to bed they creep, 
By whispering winds soon lulled asleep. 

Towered cities please us then. 
And the busy hum of men, 
Where throngs of knights and barons bold. 
In weeds of peace high triumphs hold, 
With store of ladies, whose bright eyes 
Eain influence, and judge the prize 
Of wit or arms, while both contend 
To win her grace whom all conunend. 
There let Hymen ofl; appear 
In saffron robe with taper clear, 



110 



115 



12^ 



125 



110. Tfielubber-Jiend.] A lob 
or lubber is a heavy clownish 
fellow; but the Puck op Bobin 
Goodfellow of the Midsummer 
Niffkfs Dream is a small and 
nimble sprite, though a fairy calls 
him lob of spirits. As, however, 
the jester in the old drama waa 
called the clown, Shakspeare may 
have meant by the word lob to 
refer to Puck as King Oberon's 
fool or jester : ' I jest to Oberon 
and make him smile,' says Puck 
to the fairy, Act ii. sc. 2. 

In Beaumont and Fletcher's 
Knight of the Burning Pestle^ iii. 
1, there is mention of a drowsy 
giant> a witch's son 'that was 



called Lob-lie-by-the-fire ;' and 
perhaps Milton may have con- 
founded that lubber-fiend with 
Eobin Goodfellow. 

113. And crop-fuUf ^cJ\ And 
having filled his crop, he rushes 
out before Cock-crowing. 

117. 2'owered citieSf ^c.'] Then, 
or at other times, we would seek 
pleasure in cities. 

122. Jtcdge the prize^ ^c] 
Award prizes to the best com- 
petitors in literary and martial 
skill. 

126. In saffron robe, ^-c] In 
B. Jonson's Hymencei, or Solem- 
nities of Mask and Barriers at a 
Marriage, we have Hymen de- 
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And pomp, and feast, and revehyi 
With mask and antique pageantry ; 
Such sights as youthful poets dream 
On summer eves by haunted stream. 
Then to the well-trod stage anon, 
If Jonson's learned sock be on, 
Or sweetest Shakespeare, Fancy's child, 
Warble his native wood-notes wild. 

And ever, against eating cares, 
Lap me in soft Lydian airs 
Married to immortal verse ; 
Such as the meeting soul may pierce, 
In notes with many a winding bout 
Of linked sweetness long drawn out ; 



130 



185 



140 



Bcribed as entering ' in a saffron- 
coloured robe,' and bearing 'in 
his right hand a torch of pine- 
tree.' Milton here refers to such 
entertainments as are set forth in 
the Hymencei of Jonson, and 
therefore calls them * such sights 
as youthful poets dream,' &c. 

132. JonsorCa learned 80ck»'\ 
The comic actors in ancient times 
wore a kind of shoe called the 
sockf the tragic actors a kind of 
boot called the buskin; hence 
the sock and buskin are repre- 
sentative names for comedy and 
tragedy. Jonson, as a drama- 
tist, was distinguished for learn- 
ing. The superiority of natural 
genius in Shakspeare's comedy is 
referred to in lines 133-4 ; and 
in the Epitajoh on Shakspeare^ 
Milton says, 

To the aliaine of alow-eodeATOiiring art. 
Thy easy numbers flow. 

136. Eating cares,] What Ho- 
race, Od, I. xviii. 4, calls * mor- 
daces solidtudines.' 



136. Lap mej ^*c.] "When eat- 
ing cares would assail me, lap or 
absorb my soul in soft Lydian 
airs. Of the three chief musical^ 
modes or measures among the 
ancients, the Dorian, Phrygian, 
and Lydian, the first was m^es- 
tic, the second sprightly, the 
third amorous or tender. 

137. Married to immortal 
verse."] This idea occurs in older 
poets. Our author, in his ode 
At a solemn Music, bids Voice 
and Verse wed their divine 
sounds. 

138. Sttch as the meeting soul, 
^c»] Such as may penetrate the 
soul that encounters it^ or is 
attracted by it. 

139. Bout,") The Anglo-Saxon 
word bought is a fold, something 
bowed or bent. Spenser, in the 
Faerie Queene^ L L 15, says of the 
monster Error, 

Her huge long tall her den all OTC r ip r e a d 
Yet was in knots imd manj bonghte np- 
wonnd* 
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With wanton heed and giddj cmining, 

The melting voice through mazes runningi 

Untwisting all the chains that tie 

The hidden soul of harmony ; 

That Orpheus* self may heave his head, 

From golden slumber on a bed 

Of heaped Elysian flowers, and hear 

Such strains as would have won the ear 

Of Pluto, to have quite set free 

His half-regained Eurydice. 

These delights if thou canst give, 
Mirth, with thee I mean to live. 



145 



150 



141. Wanton heed, ^.] The 
antithesis between the noun and 
a^'ective, in this phrase and the 
one following, is very earoressive ; 
the meaning is, that the voice, 
while it seems wanton and giddy, 
rmining as if at random, is all 
the wmle taking heed and exer- 
cising cunning (i e. skill), pro- 
ceeding with scientific accuracy 
and taste. The whole passage 
here respecting music is one of 
the finest in Milton's works. 

144. SovlofhamumyJ] Milton 
seems here to imply some allu- 
sion to the doctrine of certain 
ancient philosophers, in particu- 
lar Aristoxenus, who believed 
the soul to have some such rela- 
tion to the body as the sound of 
a string to the string itself. 
Shakspeare (Merch, of Venice, v. 
1), after speaking of the music of 
the spheres, says: 

Sach hurmon^ if in immortal louli t 
But whilit this muddy yetture of decay 
Ooth giotsly dote it in, we cannot hear 
it. 



Hooker, Ecdes, Polity, v. 38, says 
of musical harmony: * Such, not- 
withstanding, is the force thereof, 
and so pleasing effects it hath in 
that very part of man which is 
most divine, that some have been 
thereby induced to think that 
the soul itself, by nature, is or 
hath in it harmony.' 

145. That Orpheus self, jr.] 
The conjunction that used, as 
here, for so that, is common in 
old writers. The story of Or- 
pheus half-regainina his wife Eu- 
rydice from the in&mal regions 
is well known. 

149. To have quite set fre€\ 
To have granted the request of 
Orpheus unconditionally. The 
condition imposed on Orpheus 
was that he was not to look be- 
hind while his wife followed him 
out of the infernal regions ; but 
on his way he forgot or failed to 
observe the conmtion, and his 
half-regained Eurydice vanished 
from his sight. 
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THE THOUGHTFUL MAN. 
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Or that Btarred Ethiop qneen that strove 

To set her beauty's praise above 

The sea-njrmphs, and their powers offended ; 

Yet thou art higher fer descended ; 

Thee bright-hair'd Vesta, long of yore, 

To solitary Saturn bore ; 

His daughter she ; in Saturn's reign 

Such mixture was not held a stain : 

Oft in glimmering bowers and glades 

He met her, and in secret shades 

Of woody Ida's inmost grove, 

Whilst yet there was no fear of Jove. 



SO 



25 



30 



son of Tithonus and Aurora, and 
had no sister. The adjective 
Memnonius occurs in Latin poe- 
try with the signification of 
swarthy or eastern. The famous 
Memnonium, or statue of Mem- 
non, at Thebes in Upper Egypt, 
was said to emit harp-like sounds 
at the rising of Aurora, or when 
shone upon by the rays of the 
morning sun. 

19. Starred Ethiop queen.'] 
This was Cassiope or Cassiopea, 
the wife of Cepheus, king of 
Ethiopia, and the mother of An- 
dromeda. The poet says she set 
her beauty's praise above the 
Nereids, and offended their 
powers, i. e. their numina or 
divinities. The story is, that 
Neptune, indignant with Cassiope 
for boasting herself to be fairer 
than the Nereids, laid waste the 
land of Cepheus with an inunda- 
tion, and caused the fair Andro- 
meda to be exposed to a sea- 
monster ; and that the maid was 
rescued from this peril by Per- 
seus. Cassiope, at her death, 



became a southern constellation; 
hence the poet calls her starred, 
that is, ranked among the stars. 

23. Long of yore.] An expres- 
sion equivalent to two adverbs ; 
long being Milton's tranalation 
of the Latin longi, as in the 
phrase longe ante. He assigns 
the parentage of Melancholy to 
Vesta, as the goddess of purity 
and patroness of nuns, and Sa- 
turn, the father of that goddess, 
as the representative of the pen- 
sive, or what we call saturnine, 
spirit. 

29. Woody Ida.] A mountain 
of Crete, where Jupiter was bom 
and brought up. He afterwards 
made war upon his father ; but 
Milton feigns Vesta, who was the 
eldest daughter of Saturn, to 
have been her father's favourite 
before Jove was bom. Saturn 
devoured his male children as 
soon as they were bom, because 
he feared they might rebel 
against him ; but &om this fate 
his wife Rhea managed to rescue 
Jupiter, Neptune, and Pluto. 
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Come, pensive mm, devout and ptire, 
Sober, stedfast, and demure. 
All in a robe of darkest grain 
Flowing with majestic train, 

And sable stole of Cyprus lawn 35 

Over thy decent shoulders drawn. 
Come, but kefep thy wonted state, 
With even step and musing gait. 
And looks commercing with the skies. 
Thy rapt soul sitting in thine eyes: 40 

There, held in holy passion still, 
Forget thyself to marble, till, 
With a sad, leaden, downward cast. 
Thou fix them on the earth as fast ; 
And join with thee calm Peace and Quiet, 45 

Spare Fast, that oft with gods doth diet. 
And hears the Muses in a ring 
Aye round about Jove's altar sing ; 
And add to these retired Leisure, 
That in trim gardens takes his pleasure. 50 



32. Demure.] Modest; really 41. Held.'^c,'] Held still or 
so, according to the old accepta- motionless in holy transport, 
tion of the term demure. 42. Forget thysdf to marble,] 

33. Sable stolen ^c] A stole Become as a statue through mu- 
here means a hooded scarf. Cy- sing. In the Epitaph on Shahs- 
prus was a thin transparent peare, Milton says : 

texture of a black colour ; by lawn. There thou our fancy of ittelf bereaving, 

Milton means thin fabric. ^S^lviSg'' "* ""'^**^*' ^^ ''^ ™"*^ **"" 

In Shakspeare's^iT^i;^'* Tale rj.^^ ^^^^ ^ ^ Penseroso is 

iv.3,wehayeAutolycus8ingingof ^^.^^ j^ p ,3 ^^^ ^^ 

Lawn tM white as driven snow, 7 94. • 

Cyprus black as e'er was crow. ^' ^* • 

B. Jonson, in his 73rd Epi- I have not yet/on^ myself to rtc««. 

gram, speaks of a picture 4cZ. Asfast] As steadfastly. 

One half drawn The sad downward cast of the 

In solemn cyprus, th'other cobweb lawn, eye is here designed to imply 

40. Eapt.] This word in the reflexion on the insufficiency of 
old writers signifies carried awat/y worldly, in contrast with spirit- 
either in ecstasy or in a more ual, good. 

literal sense. 
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But first, and cliiefest^ with tliee bring 

Him that jon soars on golden wing, 

Guiding the fiery-wheeled throne, 

The cherub Contemplation ; 

And the mute Silence hist along, 55 

' Less Philomel will deign a song 

In her sweetest saddest plight, 

Smoothing the rugged brow of Night, 

While Cynthia checks her dragon yoke 

Gently o'er the accustomed oak : 60 

Sweet bird, that shWst the noise of folly. 

Most musical, most melancholy ! 

Thee, chantress, oil the woods among 

I woo, to hear thy even-song ; 

And, missing thee, I walk unseen 65 

On the dry smooth-shaven green, 

To behold the wandering moon. 

Riding near her highest noon. 

Like one that had been led astray 

Through the heaven's wide pathless way ; 70 

And oft, as if her head she bowed. 

Stooping through a fleecy cloud. 



62. That yon soars.'] That 68. 87noothing theruggedhrow^ 

soars yonder. This is an allusion ^c] Softening the stani aspect 

to the vision described in Ezekiel, of night. Compare Camus, /. 

ch. X. See also Far, Lost, vi. 747. 251. 

66, Hist along.] Bid come 69. WTiile Cynthia, ^c] While 
with thee, by the signal she is the Moon gently checks me dra- 
wont to obey. Hist means listeUy gons of Night's car over the oak 
or be quiet; and Milton here very where Philomel is wont to sing. 
expressively uses a word which See Note on L 131 of the Comus. 
bids sound to be absent, as if 62. Most musicaf, ^c] This is 
it summoned silence to be pre- meant to intimate that the best 
sent. music is associated with melan- 

67. Plight] Strain of inter- choly. Compare I. 67. 

woven sounds. See Note on I, 72. Stooping, ^c] Compare 

301 of the Comus. Comus, I. 333. 
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Oft, on a plat of rising ground, 
I hear the far-off curfew sound 
Over some wide watered shore, 75 

Swinging slow with sullen roar : 
Or, if the air will not permit. 
Some still removed place will fit. 
Where glowing embers through the i-oom 
Teach light to counterfeit a gloom : 80 

Far from all resort of mirth. 
Save the cricket on the hearth. 
Or the bellman's drowsy charm. 
To bless the doors from nightly harm. 

Or let my lamp, at midnight hour, 85 

Be seen in some high lonely tower, 
Where I may oft out-watch the Bear 
With thrice great Hermes, or unsphere 
The spirit of Plato, to imfold 
What worlds, or what vast regions, hold 90 



75. OveVy <f<7.] That is, the 84. Nightly^ In the night; 

sound swinging slow, &c., over nocturnal. We now restrict thi» 

some wide-watered shore. word to mean n^ht by night, 

77. The air.] The state of the 87. OuUwaich the Bear.] Have 
atmosphere ; the weather. my lamp burning when the celes- 

78. Some still removed place.] tial lamp, called the Bear, has 
Some quiet retired place will be ceased to shine. 

found suitable. So, in Shaks- 88. With thrice-great Hermes.] 
peare's Hamlet , iv. 4, the ghost Studying the works of Hermes, 
beckons Hamlet * to a more re- the Egyptian, who was thrice- 
moved ground.* great, viz. : as a philosopher, a 

80. Teach light, §-0.] So Spenser priest, and a king, and was there- 
has * A little gloomy light much fore named Trismegistus or Ter- 
like a shade.' F. Q. I. i. 14. maximus. 

83. The bellmarCs drowsy Or unsphere, S^c] Holding 
charm.] The drowsily uttered communion with the mind of 
charm of the watchman. In old Plato, by reading his works, is 
times, the night watchman, who here regarded as calling his spirit 
called the hours, was often heard from its sphere to impart know- 
uttering charms, or night spells, ledge such as is contained in his 
to avert sundry perils of night Phido, &c., respecting the re-, 
from people's dwellings. gions of the blessed, &c. 

E 
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The immortal mind that liath forsook 

Her mansion in this fleshy nook ; 

And of those demons that are fbnnd 

In fire, air, flood, or imder ground. 

Whose power hath a true consent 9S 

With planet or with element. 

Sometime let gorgeous Tragedy 

In sceptred pall come sweeping by. 

Presenting Thebes, or Pelops' line, 

Or the tale of Troy divine ; 100 

Or what (though rare) of later age 

Ennobled hath the buskined stage. 

B\kt O, sad Virgin, that thy power 
Might raise Musseus from his bower I 
Or bid the soul of Orpheus sing 105 

Such notes as, warbled to the string, 



93. And of those demons^ ^c] regal woes were most suitable for 

That is, and to unfold of, or con- tragedy. 

cerning, those demons, &c — an 99. Presenting Thebes, ^c] 

awkwud construction. The Pla- The Thebes here referred to is 

tonists supposed there were the capital of Boeotia; stones oon- 

demons in the elements of fire, cerning which form subjects of 

air, earth, and water. Milton in the Greek drama. The woes of 

the Par, Reg, ii. 122, makes the descendants of Pelop^ king 

Satan address the fallen angels as of Phiygia, and the calamities A 

Demonian iijWts now, from the element Troy, supplied also material foT 

Each of hia reign allotted, rightlier the ancient tragic mUSe. TtOy 

Fowen of fire, air, water, and earth -be- 18 here called dtffVM OH aOOOOnt 

■»»*• of the interest which the gods 

That is. Spirits more properly manifested concerning it during 

called Powers of fire, &c., each its memorable sieee. 
from the element of his allotted 101. Or what{iUtough rare)^c,'\ 

dominion. Or whatever subject of a later 

95. Whose power, Sfc."] To time has done honourto the tragic 

whom i^ascribed power of a kind stage, though such representa 

that is really accordant with the tions have been rare. See Note 

nature of the planet or the ele- on /. 132 of L* Allegro, 
ment in which they reign. 104. Musatts."] An ancient 

98. Sceptred pall.] Eoyal Greek poet^ none of whose com* 

robe. Milton conceived that positions are extant. 
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Drew iron tears down Pluto's cheek, 
And made Hell grant what love did seek ; 
Or call up him that lefb half-told 
The story of Gambuscan bold, 
Of Camball, and of Algarsife, 
And who had Canace to wife 
That owned the virtuous ring and glass ; 
And of the wondrous horse of brass 
On which the Tartar king did ride : 
And if aught else great bards beside 
In sage and solemn tunes have sung. 
Of turneys, and of trophies hung. 
Of forests and enchantments drear. 
Where more is meant than meets the ear. 

Thus, Night, oft see me in thy pale career. 
Till civil-suited mom appear. 



no 



115 



120 



108. And made Hdl grants ^c] 
An allusion to the story of 
Orpheus and Eurydice. See 
V Allegro, I. 148. 

109. Him that left half-told, 
^T.] Chaucer is meant; the 
half-told story being his Squires 
Tale. The Gambuscan of Mil- 
ton is in Chaucer CamMnskan, a 
king who dwelt *at Sarray, in 
the land of Tartary,* and who 
had two sons, Algarsife and 
Camballo, and a daughter, Ca- 
nace. The king of Araby and 
Ind sent, as presents, a horse of 
brass to the Tartar king, that 
would carry him speedily wher- 
ever he wished to go, and a gold 
ring and glass mirror to Canace ; 
the virtue of the ring being that 
it made the wearer understand 
the language of birds and the 
properties of herbs, while the 
mirror enabled its possessor to 



divine secrets and foretell things 
future. According to Chaucer, 
some knight (called, through a 
mistake in the Squire^t Tale, 
Camballo) was to win Canace by 
fighting with her two brothers. 
Spenser endeavoured to cany 
on the story in his Faerie QueenCy 
Book IV., cantos ii. and iii., and 
made Canace become the wife of 
Triamond. 

116. And if aught else, ^c."] 
And whatever else, &o. (Lat. 
siquid). Such poets as Spenser, 
Tasso, and Ariosto, are here in- 
tended; they profess to give 
moral instruction luder the veil 
of romantic fictions, on which 
account Milton says that in their 
poetry ' ^lore is meant than meets 
the ear.* 

121. Thus, Night, i-c] Thus 
let me be oft seen by thee, O 
Night, in thy pale course, tilt 
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Not tricked and frounced as she was wont 

With the Attic boy to hunt, 

But kercheft in a comely cloud, 

While rocking winds are piping loud, 

Or ushered with a shower still. 

When the gust hath blown his fill, 

Ending on the rustling leaves 

With minute drops from off the eaves. 

And when the sun begins to fling 

His flaring beams, me, goddess, bring 

To arched walks of twilight groves. 

And shadows brown, that Silvan loves, 

Of pine or monumental oak. 

Where the rude axe with heaved stroke 

Was never heard the nymphs to daimt. 

Or fright them from their hallowed haunt. 

There, in close covert by some brook. 

Where no profener eye may look. 



125 



ISO 



135 



140 



Aurora comes in civil, i.e. sober 
attire. So Fletcher, in BtUe a 
Wife^ ^c.y iii. 4 : 

But for one ctvtZ govn her lady gave her, 
Slie may go bare. 

One civu nut I have left too, and that 'a 
all. 

So also Shakspeare, in Romeo 
and Jtdietf iii. 4 : 

Come, civil night, thou aober-niited 
matron. 

123. Not tricked, ^c] To 
trick is to array ; to frounce is 
to frizzle the hair ; Fr. froncerf 
to gather, to pucker. 

124. The Attic %.] Cepha- 
lus, the husband of Procris. 
When he was stag-hunting on 
Mount Hymettus, in Attica, 
Aurora, who was in love with 
him, carried him off, but could 



not prevail upon him to be un- 
faithful to Procris. See Ovid, 
Met. vii. 701. 

126. Kercheft.!^ Having her 
head wrapped. Fr. couvre chef, 

127. A shower stiUJ] A quiet 
or gentle shower, when the wind 
has ceased, ending with diop» 
falling at short intervals from off 
the eaves on the rustling leaves. 

133. Twiliffht gfrovesJj Qtroxea 
in whose arched walks the light 
is as the morning twilight. 

134. Silvan.] The rural deity 
Silvanus. 

135. Monumental.] Hung with 
memorials. See what Ovid says^ 
Met. viii., of the memores tabella, 
I. 744, and the attonita Dry odes, 
I 777. 
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Hide me from day's garish eye, 
While the bee with honeyed thigh, 
That at her flowery work doth sing, 
And the waiters murmuring. 
With such concert as they keep 
Entice the dewy-feathered sleep ; 
And let some strange mysterious dream 
Wave at his wings, in aery stream, 
Of lively portraiture displayed. 
Softly on my eyelids laid. 
And as I wake, sweet music breathe 
Above, about, or underneath, 
Sent by some spirit to mortals good. 
Or the unseen genius of the wood. 

But let my due feet never fail 
To walk the studious cloister's pale. 
And love the high-embowed roof, 



145 



150 



155 



141. Day's garish eye."^ The 

word garishy or gairish, signifies 

making a gaudy display ; from 

the Saxon gearwian, Juliet, in 

Sliakspeare's RoTneo and Juliet^ 

iii. 2, says : 

That all the world shall be in love with 

night, 
And pay no worship to the garish sun. 

145. Consort. 1 Mingling of 
sounds. The bee and the waters 
with their mingling tones entice, 
&c. For consort in this sense 
we now use concert. 

Your music 's harsh, discharge it; I have 

provided 
A better consort. 

Massinger's City Madcan^ iy. 2. 

148. Wave at his wings, ^c] 
The construction seems to be, 
' Let some strange mysterious 
dream, of lively portraiture dis- 
played, wave m aery stream at 
sleep's wings laid softly on my 
eyelids.* 



166. My due feet^ ^c.l Ihie 
means when the stated hour of 
church service calls. 

167. And love, ^c] Whether 
the construction be let my due 
feet lovef or let my dtie feet never- 
fail to love^ the high embowed 
roof, we have a literal incon- 
gruity, which, however, does not 
disturb the poetic imagination. 
As Warton says of another pas- 
sage in Milton : * We must not 
here >■ eek for precise meanings of 
parts, but acquiesce in a general 
idea resulting from the whole.' 
It may be observed that in after 
life the poetic spirit of Milton 
did not fail to love the things 
themselves which he here com- 
mends, although his puritan spi- 
rit made him adverse to them 
on account of cLrcumstances with 
which they were connected. 
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With antique pillars massy^ proo^ 

And storied windows, richly dighti 

Casting a dim religious light : 

There let the pealing organ blow 

To the full voiced quire below, 

In service high and anthems clear, 

As may with sweetness, through mine ear^ 

Dissolve me into ecstasies, 

And bring all heaven before mine eyes. 

And may at last my weary age 
Find out the peaceful hermitage. 
The hairy gown and mossy cell j 
Where I may sit and rightly spell 
Of every star that heaven doth shew, 
And every herb that sips the dew ; 
Till old experience do attain 
To something like prophetic strain. 

These pleasures, Melancholy, give, 
And I with thee will choose to live. 



ICO 



166 



170. 



176 



168. Massy proof ,1 Of massy 
proof or strength. 

159. Storied windows^ ^c] 
Stained or painted windows re- 



presenting incidents of sacred 
story, richlj adorned. 

170. 8^,1 Learn the natuo 
or influence. 
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